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Dec. 10, 1851. — In this caae, which was an 
action for divorce, one hundred special jurors 
wore summoned, and, on being called over, 
only twenty-four answer cd to their names. 
Both parties were in court, and ready for the 
trial, and a large concourse of persons were 
present, anxious to hear this long litigated and 
long pending cause. 

Chief Justice — Gentlemen, only twenty-four 
jurors have answered to their names. I will 
wait a little longer, to see if others will come 
in, unless you consent to take a jury from the 
twenty-four. Probably we had better wait a 
few moments. Two or three gentlemen wish 
to be excused. I am willing to hear them now. 

Several jurors were then excused for various 
reasons. The list was again called, and some 
few more answered. The list then contained 
twenty-throe names, who angered and were 
not excused. 

Chief Justice — Proceed to the empanelling of 
the jury. 

'Sir. Ed. H. Mann was excused on the ground 
of illness in his family and his residence being 
out of town. 

The names of twelve jurors were then drawn 
from the ballot. 

Chief Justice — Is there any desire to ask 
those jurors any questions r 

Mr. J. Van Buren said that probably it would 
be weU to ask them if they had any prejudices. 

The Chief Justice then told the Jury the 
nature of this action, which was one of peculiar 
circumstances ; and if any of them had formed 
any impression on the matter, such as to render 
them prejudiced, they should say so. It is an 
action between Edwin Forrest and his wile. 
Each party brings charge against the other, and 
seeks a divorce on the ground of adultery. 

Mr. L. S. Battcllc (a juror) said he had often 
expressed an opinion on the subject. He was 
directed to stand aside. Mr. W. E. Corey was 
excused on the same grounds. 

Mr. Elias A. Day said he read the history of 
this cause in the newspapers, and had express- 
ed an opinion on it. He was also excused. 



Mr. Daniel Edsall said he had read the 
charges and refutations, but he could give a 
verdict according to the evidence. 

Chief Justice — Under that declaration, sir, 
you are eligible. Take your seat. 

The Jury then stood as follows : — 
1. — Stephen "W. Mecch. 
2.— WiUiam Earl. 
3. — Horace Bcales. 
4.— Theodore De AVitt. 
5. — Daniel Edsall. 
6. — Calvin H. -Merry. 
7.— Pelatiah P. Page. 
8.— Thos. B. Harris. 
9. — Meigs D. Benjamin. 

10. — John C. Emcstputsch. 

11. — Fred. S. Schlessingcr. 

12. — John Caswell. 

Mrs. Forrest entered the Court Room, es- 
corted bv Mr. Howland, of the firm of Ilowland 
& Chase, her attorneys, tmd accompanied by 
her sister, Miss Virginia Sinclair, a very mild 
and interesting young lady, about fifteen years 
of age. Mrs. Parke Godwin was also with 
Mrs. Forrest. 

Mr. Charles O' Conor attended as counsel for 
Mrs. Forrest. 

Mr. Forrest was also in court, seated near 
liis counsel, Mr. J. Van Buren and Mr. Robin- 
son. 

Mr. O* Conor then rose to open the case for 
the plaintift*. He said— Gentlemen of the jury, 
the action which you aie about to try is one 
which, as you have already learned in the pro- 
ceedings of this court, has attracted no small 
degree of attention, by its publicity through 
the newspapers — publications, perhaps, differ- 
ing in many instances, according to the views 
of the writer. You, gentlemen, are called 
upon to bring public ojmiion to the test, on a 
fair, impartial, and just inquiry; and what- 
ever may have been said out of doors, or 
published in the newspapers, you are called 
upon to stamp the seal of your approval on 
what is true, and to stamp the seal of your 
repudiation on what w Cvv\fe^% \^ "«^'^ 5^si^'^x^^J& 
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in all cases of such importance, that the facts 
should eo before the public in the shape of 
testimony of witnesses; but, unfortunately, 
that was not the case in this instance, and 
family secrets have been unceremoniously laid 
before the public. You are not here for the 
purpose of circulating family secrets and fam- 
ily discords. I trust that we shall be able to 
have this case spread fully and fairly before 
you, so that when your verdict shall have been 
rendered, no man can doubt that it has 
been rendered according to the evidence and 
to truth. This suit is brought b3* Catharine 
N. Forrest against Edwin Forrest for divorce — 
to relieve her from the bonds of matrimony, 
by reason of his delinquency. That is the 
legal descriptiow of the suit. But it might 
more properly be called an action of Edwin 
Forrest for a divorce from his wife, to cast her 
off from his protection, and, in addition, so 
blasting her reputation and her fame, thai she 
could never raise up her head amonp;&t women. 
She is not here a voluntary plaintiff — her 
whole course of life has been such as to induce 
her to shrink from exposure — her life has been 
altogether private, whatever may have been 
the career of the other party. It will be ne- 
cessary, gentlemeut to give you a detail of 
these circumstances, which I shall endeavor to 
do calmly, and without misstating the facts as 
I expect they will come out in evidence before 
you. In 1837, Mr. forrest M'as by profession, 
as he now is, a tragedian, and as such he be- 
came distingxiished in this country as well as 
in England. During Mr. Forrest's vi&it to 
England, it was not singular that he was in- 
troduced to Mr. John Sinclair, who was a 
singer, and in some way connected with the 
profession of Mr. Forrest. Mr. Sinclair's fam- 
ily consisted of his wife and three daughters 
— Catharine N. Sinclair (then nineteen years 
of age), another daughter some years younger, 
and the third a young ladj' now about four- 
teen years of age. A marriage took place 
between Mr. Forrest and Miss Sinclair in 1837, 
and in 1838 thej- came to New York and 
established themselves here permanently, it was 
hoped. Mr. and Mrs. Forrest, he wus war- 
ranted in saying, as far as the oidence will go, 
lived together in as much bliss, and in as great 
a state of harmony as any married couple, 
until the 19th of January, 1849 — a period of 
about twelve years. It may be important for 
you, gentlemen, to take particular note of 
these dates. "^At that time, 1849, Mrs. Forrest 
was in the habit of visiting the house of her 
sister ; one night she was at a party there, and 
returned home at a late hour — perhaps 12 
o'clock. 3klr. Forrest, who was not in the 
habit of going to parties of that kind — I mean 
where friends are assembled; unions, or re- 
unions as they are called — y^ns not there, 
though many of his friends were. He asked 
Mrs Forrest when she returned home, who 
were the persons at the party, and her answer 
could not have been unsatisfactory to Mr. 
Forrest; they were his friends, though with! 
some Of them he was not on terms of intimacy, j 
He asked her if Mr. Stevens was there. Mx. j 



Stevens is a gentleman who will figure i 
this cause, if it is tried as extensively as "w 
expect. Mr. Stevens is a jeweller in Broac 
waj. Mr. Forrest was told by Mrs. Forr« 
that Mr. Stevens was not at the party. M 
Forrest then spoke of one of Mrs. Forrest 
relatives, — a lady, in terms which, however, 
will not mention, as it may not be provec 
Mrs. Forrest was somewhat annoyed, and sh 
flatly contradicted him. I will not use th 
term which she expressed, but it was on 
which his observation called forth. To thi 
Mr. Forrest said that as he would not suffe 
any man to say the same to him and live, h 
would hot live with any Avoman who woulc 
say so. Before Mrs. Forrest retired to be< 
that night, Mr. Forrest told her that sh< 
should separate from him, and this was sooi 
rumored amongst their friends. No individua 
ever came in. contact with Mrs. Forrest, whc 
did not admire her for her good and amiable 
qualities. I have never found a person except 
perhaps, some witnesses who may be brought 
forward here, to speak disparagingly of her. 
Neither party assigned a reason at this time 
for the separation ; Mrs. Forrest was not called 
upon for one. Mr. Forrest postponed the sep- 
aration from day to day to suit his own con- 
venience. 

He was then residing and keeping house in 
Twenty-second street, and he wished to dis- 
pose of his house in May, so this separation 
actually took ])lace on the last day of April, 
1849. The furniture was removed to Mr. For- 
rest's country residence, and he took Mrs. 
Forrest in a carriage to the house of his friend, 
Mr. Parke Godwin, and left her there — this 
being the separation. From his silence there 
wus no declaration of any deadly acts on the 
part of Mrjs. Forrest ; oij tte contrary his acts 
would lead to a different conclusion. Two or 
three days Ij^fore this scyoration he presented 
his wife -with a copy of what I suppose is his own 
treasured book, Shakspeare — and wrote her 
name on the blank page. In the cariiai^e, also, 
he brought a portrait of himself, which he pre- 
sented to her as a more treasured memento, 
which she has yet got, though we have had 
notices that it would be taken from her pos- 
session. This is not all, gentlemen ; Mr. For- 
test took with him to his residence in Westches- 
ter ( ounty the portrait of Mrs. Forrest. Tho 
plaintiffs father resided in England, and it was 
necessary to communicate with him on the 
subject of the separation between his daughter 
and Mr. Forrest. Mr. James Lawson, who 
was the agent of Mr. Forrest in this city, wrote 
at Mrs. Forrest's request, to Mr. Sinclair, in- 
forming him of the separation. In that letter 
Mr. Lawson told Mr. Sinclair that he could 
not account for the separation, but he also said 
in it, *' of one thing you may be assured, her 
honor is untarnished." That letter was shown 
by Mr. Lawson to Mr. Forrest, and he ap- 
proved of it. On the first of December, 
1849, Mr. Forrest's conduct assumed a new 
phase. Mr. Forrest had previously visited 
England and returned to his own country 
pleased with the reception he had met with 



there. He again visited England with his 
wife — this was in 1844 — before Any diffi- 
culty occurred between them. From causes 
which it is not necessary for me to explain, he 
was not happy. Not from any fault of Mrs. 
Forrest ; but in 184G he returned to this coun- 
try a soured and disappointed man. It may 
be said of him as was said of Alexander, the 
world was silent before him. He had been 
previously very successful and had made 
money ; and at a period of life at which man 
cannot bear a check, he met with ■ that disap- 
pointment. The constitution has attained its 
highest mental vigor, and a check then enlists 
the passion of resentment to the very highest 
degree. Mr. Forrest, I can take leave to say, 
has been laboring from that time to the pres- 
ent under the excitement consequent upon his 
disappointment on that occasion ; and many of 
his acts may be attributed to that source. The 
internal conflict which he experienced was at 
its height, and the external portion of it ex- 
cited the attention of every person in New 
York, so as to be a matter of public notoriety 
to all. At that time Mr. Forrest gave up act- 
ing, as w^c supposed for life, though recently 
he has returned to the stage. He was a man 
of large fortune ; he had built himself a mag- 
nificent mansion on the banks of the North 
River. In December, 1849, Mr. Forrest took it 
into his head that he would become a resident 
of Pennsylvania, and so far as a man residing 
at his residence in this State cun be, ho wa<, ^is 
he claims to be, a resident of Pennsylvania 
since Dec, 1849. On the 1st of Dec, 1819, he 
assumed to some extent, the character of a res- 
ident of that State. Towards the close of that 
month he wrote a letter from Philadelphia to 
his wife, keeping a copy to be used in evidence. 
He sent it by Mr. Andrew Stevens'. Mrs. For- 
rest, of course, answered that letter. His let- 
ter contained some guilty accusations, and 
charged her with circulating the cause of their 
separation, and threatened that he would com- 
mence hostilities against her. ^Irs. Forrest 
wrote such a letter as a virtuous, obedient, 
honorable and submissive wife Avould write to 
a man who was proud, ])owerful and affluent. 
Mr. Forrest then opened his battery to charge 
criminality. He had retained counsel before 
this, and it was desired by his counsel that !Mrs. 
Forrest should have counsel also, and for th e iirst 
time she then obtained lejnil advice. Through 
Mr. Sedgewick, one of Mr. Forrest's attorneys in 
New York, and Mr. Kandall, his counsel in 
Pliiladelphia, Ave learned that Mr. Forreit had 
found a letter in a drawer, which he regarded, 
not at the time, but on subsequent inquiry, 
he supposed contained some evidence of crim- 
inality on the part of Mrs. Forrest. That let- 
ter was written by Mr. JamioHon, a fellow actor 
of Mr. Forrest, and whom he had entertained 
at his table, and had left alone frequently with 
hia wife, but whom he now says was a bad man. 
Mr. Forrest thought proper to make application 
to the Legislature of Pennsylvania upon the 
evidence of that letter, for a divorce from his 
marriage, solemnized in England, and which, 
during its whole existence, had its home and 



residence in New York. He asked the Stat 
of Pennsylvania to grant him a divorce oi 
that letter, which no Court would grant, an( 
which would have been scandalous of the Leg 
islatureto have granted. He should have pu 
his wife on her trial there, as she now puts mn 
on trial. When the counsel met, Mrs. Forrest't 
counsel were instructed that she had said — " ii 
you want a permanent separation, and wish tc 
marry again, I will not be an impediment in 
your way. I will go to any State to allow you 
to obtain a divorce, so that your application 
does not contain a reproach upon my honor, so 
that when I go forth to the world without a 
husband, I may not be reproached as a vile 
woman." Mr. Forrest's reply to this was — 
** Oh ! I don't want any divorce ; men in high- 
er station have been separated, and no one has 
asked them the cause. No one will dare to ask 
me, and my strong arm will protect you." It 
however appeared that the Legislature would 
not grant a divorce without some slight accusa- 
tion, and the question presented itself whether 
Mr. Forrest could go before the sovereign Leg- 
islature, and make proof of implied unchaste 
conduct against his wife. The counsel for Mr. 
Forrest said it was impossible to ^^et a divorce 
on the ground of incompatibility of temper, 
and Mrs. Forrest of course would not submit to 
any accusations against her honor and virtue. 
He commenced proceedings in Philadelphia — 
she resolved to set at naught the proceedings, 
and contented herself with sending a protest 
agaln.'t them. Mr. Forrest, until the dissolu- 
tion of the liCgislature, was endeavoring to get 
liis bill passed. It was brought up three 
time=^ ; it Avas once rejected by the Senate. A 
Mr. Jjawson, early in February, procured an old 
Lady, who gave evidence, implicating eight dif- 
ferent persons in indelicacies, amounting to 
adultery with Mrs. Forrest, all of different 
ages ; but the testimony was upon its face so 
unjust that it was rejected by the Legislatui'c. 
In the bill filed against Mrs. Forrest in Phila- 
delphia, by Mr. Forrest, a Captain \Villiam A. 
Howard was implicated as the ninth adulterer 
with Mrs. Forrest. This man is a friend of Mr. 
Forrest of some twenty years' standing. The 
process issued by the Legislature of Pennsyl- 
vania was served on Mrs. Forrest at' a farmer's 
house, where she was staying. The question 
of the Philadelphia suit was, whether Mrs. For- 
rest's case should be transferred to Pennsylvania 
or not ; Mrs. Forrest therefore determined to 
apply to the Supreme Court of New York, and 
in September, 1850, she tiled her bill, and ob- 
tained an injunction to restrain him from pro- 
ceeding with his suit in Philadeli)hia ; it there- 
fore became necessary for Mrs. Forrest to bring 
her suit in the State of New York. Although 
Mrs. Forrest is charged in this court with adul- 
tery, you, gentlemen of the jury, have to de- 
cide whether Mrs. Forrest is a delinquent, or Mr. 
Forrest is a dclin{[uent. Mr. Forrest in this case 
is a little more liberal than on other occasions ; 
he now charges Mrs. Forrest with adultery witli 
only six persons ; he has been kind enough to 
leave out of the case the name of a hij^hly 
respectable clergyman ; also that oC Mx&, ^vix- 
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left'B doctor. Mr. Forrest, in September last, 
had the trial postponed ^pitil he ahould obtain 
a material witness, namelx> Anne Flowers, 
who was at that time statealH^-j^ in New Or- 
leans. Now, gentlemen, it m^lis asked, what 
evidence can be produced against Mr. Forrest, 
to show that he himself has committed a de- 
linquency which would obtain Mrs. Forrest 
such relief as Mr. Forrest seeks? Is there not 
some delinquency alleged ? Mrs. Forrest 
charges him with adultery with quite a number 
of persons. « Mr. Forrest, in his affidavit, de- 
nies the offence charged against him by Mrs. 
Forrest. We will produce testimony that will 
not leave that matter in any doubt. On the 
other side, the charges which Mr. Forrest has 
prosecuted against his wife, in the Legislature 
of Pennsvlvania, have not been substantiated. 
Mr. Forrest has been engaged since Septem- 
ber, 1849, in searching out testimony, lliis 
Anne Flowers was, in the month of September, 
advertised for in the Ilerald, to send her address 
to a lawyer in Wall street, who was the lawyer 
of Mr. Forrest. At this time Anne Flowers 
was at a boardinpj-house in Mercer street, in 
the city of New York — of course, a respectable 
one. She was brought to this city, closeted, 
and then advertised for. We shall be enabled 
to trace home tlie advertisement to a friend of 
Mr. Forrest's if not to Mr. Forrest himself. 
W^hen this cause was called on in June last, 
. Anne Flo wers was gone to New Orleans. Fro m 
thence slie was traced to. Texas, where we ob- 
tained a commission to examine her. Some time 
afterwards we ascertained that she was in New 
York, 8tayin{5j at a hotel where Mr. Forrest was 
in the habit of stiying. In 1844 Mr. and Mrs. 
Forrest went to England. Previous to that 
time, Anne Flowers, a girl of eighteen years of 
age, was introduced into his family as a ser- 
vant. She was detected in the act of improper 
intercourse with Captain Howard, the fruit 
-of which subsequently appeared. Anne Flow- 
ers has since been married. She has told some 
of her friends that she has been paid for coming 
here as a witness. This woman began her career 
at fifteen years of H'^e. She was suspected, and 
it was proved that she possessed herself of all 
the small change which happened to lie about 
her employer's house. Not satisfied with this, 
she entered through the scuttle of a neighbor's 
house, and stole everything she could lay 
hands upon. She was tried for this offence, 
and suffered imprisonment. This is the char^ 
. acter of the witness without whose testimony 
Mr. Forrest stated it was impossible for him to 
proceed to trial. Another witness, whose tes- 
timony is to be produced, is a sailor, who has 
been procured by Mr. Stevens, and conve- 
niently provided with a passage in a ship 
which sailed this morning for San Francisco. 
There are no doubt more witnesses which may 
have been procured. This is, as far as we 
know, the testimony to be brought forward by 
Mr. Forrest; but, gentlemen, I ought, per- 
haps, before closing, pass a remark about 
another witness, Mr. Jamieson. About the 
time Mr. Forrest was proceeding before the 
Legislature^ he procured the sympathies of 



some newspapers, who continiiallT tfj 
their pity for an injured man. ln{ 
from one of the editors to another, it i 
that, as Mr. Forrest was then in Nei 
and wanted an admission, the 
getting Jamieson drunk, and thuB i 
him in the crime of adultery with ^Sjetk. 
was suggested, adding, that it was not 
but, on the contrary, that it would bo J 
in his cap. Mrs. Forrest is a Avomaii.| 
endeared herself to all who have sei 
the domestic circle. She comes heiN 
escape from the law. If your verdiol 
be against her, she would rather at oi 
into the grave than live the life of an 
woman. At the time Mr. Forrest i 
forth, he had no idea of bringing i 
charges against her: on the contraryj 
that he never believed any thing to 1 
paragement. Some time after their atm 
he met a friend in the street ; and, hii|l 
vanced arguments about his scparatil 
Mrs. Forrest, the friend said to hia 
there were circumstances under whii 
guilt might be palliated. Mr. Forrest 
"There is no guilt — would to God the| 
The learned counsel then concluded. 

Chief Justice asked for the date of ti 
riage of the parties. 

Mr. O'Conor— The 23d June, 1S37, th 
tiff being then, as admitted on the oth 
nineteen years of age. 

Edwin Forrest was then called, an< 
sworn and examined, deposed-^I am 
fendant in this cause. 

Q. — Did you know Josephine Clift( 
raerly of the State of Ntnv York ? 

Mr. Van Buren objected to this cours 

Chief Justice — There is no objection 
question as it now stands. 

The question was repeated. A. — I d 
is not now living; I don't know how 1 
is dead; I don't know if it is two o 
years since she died; I don't know hr 
it. is since I heard of her death. Q. — C 
not say that you heard of her dcatli mo 
two years ago? A. — No. Q. — Did 
from the city of New York to New Orl* 
the year 1843 ? A.— I believe I did. Q 
it in the spring of that year r A. — I 1 
was in the winter that I/started to go — 
in the month, of January or February, 
Had you before that time hoard of th 
of Josephine ('liftoii? A. — I bclit^ve 
but I'll not be sure. Q. — Had you free 
performed as an actot in the same pi 
which Miss Clifton appeared as an i 
A. — I have. Q. — Had you frequently ti 
with her on long journeys in the United 
A. — No; I have travelled with her, I 
frequently on long journeys ; I can't tcl 
what time I first became acquainted wi 
I can't tell if it was subsequently to nc 
riage with Mrs. Forrest; I am introduc 
great number of persons, and I can't re< 
1 may have been introduced to her bef 
marriage; I think I was, but I'll not b 
I can't say positively that I recollect see 
before my marriage ; I have no positiv< 



^betiQA, but I think it Y^ty likely that I did. 

rCl^-^HaTe you ever, since you were married to 

Ibi. Forrest, had sexual intercourse with Jo- 

~ sephine Clifton ? This question was ruled out 

by Judge Oakley. 

December 17. — Fanny Bryant Godwin, being 
ffwom, deposed — I am the wife of Mr. Parke 
Qodwin ; I am acquainted with Mr. Edwin 
Porrest for ten or twelve years ; it may be a 
little more. Q. — In and previous to the year 
1849, were you and your husband on terms of 
intimacy with him ? A. — Until the separation 
of Mr. and Mrs. Forrest. Q. — Where were Mr. 
and Mrs. Forrest residing in January, 1849? 
A. — In Twenty-second street ; they kept house ; 
that establishment was broken up just about 
tho 1st May, a few days before it ; Mrs. Forrest 
came to reside at my house about the Ist May ; 
she resided as an inmate of my family one 
month, I think; I cannot be positive; then 
she went to board at Mr. Ingraham's, Great 
Jones street ; previously to the month of May, 
Mr. Godwin and I visited fir. and Mrs. Forrest 
at their house in Twenty-second street. Q. — 
In what way did Mrs. Forrest come to your 
house ? A. — In a carriage, accompanied by 
Mr. ForrcJ-t ; I think it was a day or two before 
the first of May, 1849 ; Mr. Forrest brought his 
own portrait in the carriage ; he carried it in 
from the carriaj];e, and Mr. Godwin brought it 
into the room from the hall ; it was a full-sized 
portrait, three or four feet square ; I was famil- 
iar with it, having seen it before ; I think it 
was usually kept in their dining room, but I 
am not certain about that. Q. — May it not 
have been in the drawing room ? 
Mr. Van Buren — Yes, it was. 
"Witness continued — It was in one of tlic 
two ; there was a picture of Mrs. Forrest — a 
match picture to this, about the same size ; 
that was in the drawing-room, I remember ; 
that was not brought to my house ; the last 
timo I saw it was in Twenty-second street ; Mr. 
Forrest called twice to see Mrs. Forrest while 
she was at my house. Q. — What was his man- 
ner towards her ? A. — Perfectly friendly a.'^ 
far as I know on the first occasion; on his 
second visit I was not in the room ; when I 
saw him come in I went out; hi^ manner on 
the first visit must have beeu perfectly friendly, 
for I didn't even notice it. 

Cross-examined — I was married in 1842; I 
was acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. Forrest before 
I was married ; I was somewhat intimate with 
thorn from that time till the first of May. Q. 
— What was Mr. Forrest's usual treatment of 
his wife ? A. — As far as t know, they lived on 
friendly terms. Q. — Was his treatment of her 
kind ? A. — As far as I know, it was. Q. — 
"Who invice.l Mrs. Forrest to your house in 
May? A. — I invited her myself. Q. — Did 
jou know at that time that she was going to be 
separated } A. — Yes ; I heard of it the day 
before. Q. — How long did Mr. Forrest remain 
when he brought his wife to your house ? A. 
— He must have been there ten minutes ; I 
saw him in the hall ; he shook hands with me ; 
I asked him where Mrs. Forrest was, and he 
■motioned his hand to the parlor, and told me 



to go in there ; he weftt out ; on the oeoaiioiur 
that he came to Tisit her he stayed about half 
an hour ; Mrs. Forrest brought a chair, and 
glass to my house, but not at that time ; Mrs. 
Voorhies (Mrs. Forrest's sister) lived at that 
time in Great Jones street ; that is the next 
street to me ; I believe Mrs. Forrest took some 
few things to Mrs. Voorhies' ; I think she took 
a bedstead; Mrs. Forrest must have been at 
Mrs. Voorhies' sometimes, but she was with 
me most of the time. Q. — Do you not recol- 
lect, on one of the occasions, that Mr. Forrest 
called, being obliged to send to Mrs. Voorhies 
for Mrs. Forrest > A. — No ; I do not think it 
was so ; I do not recollect sending anywhere 
for her ; I think she was at home on both occa- 
sions : I know she was on the first ; Mrs. 
Voorhies lived at Mr. Ingraham's ; Mrs. For- 
rest commenced keeping house in Sixteenth 
street ; I visited Jier frequently ; I have not 
visited Mrs. Forrest or any one else for the last 
six or seven months, in consequence of a vio- 
lent illness in my own family : prior to that 
time I visited her as often as I did my other 
friends, once in several weeks; once in two 
weeks. 

Mrs. Godwin here remarked to the Court 
that 8he wished to make an explanation with 
regard to her answer respecting Mr. Forrest's 
treatment to Mrs. Forrest. 

To Mr. Van Buren — It was entirely at my 
own suggestion Mrs. Forrest came to my house 

Chief Justice — Now, madam, you can make 
any explanation. 

Mrs. Godwin — When I said his treatment 
was kind, I should say I cannot say it was un- 
kind, as the world calls it, but it was not 
considerate with respect to Mrs. Forrest's 
feelings. 

To Mr. Van Buren — I never thought it con 
sideratc ; but in the latter jjart, and before the 
separation, I observed it more. 

To Mr. O' Conor — I know that Mrs. Forrest 
was cm'doyed from February to May in em- 
broidering a dress for Mr. Forrest, for the sta^e. 

Mr. O' Conor asked the witness if she had 
ever withdrawn her friendaliip from Mrs. For- 
rest ; but the Court said it was not necessary, 
as it had not been contended that she had. 

[A Copy of Shakspearc produced, with an 
inscription written, *'Mrs. Edwin Forrest from 
Edwin Forrest, 27th April, 1849."] 

Mrs. Godwin — That is Mr. Forrest's hand- 
writing. 

Thomas W. Whetley, examined — I reside in 
New York : I am an artist, and dealer in wines 
and spirits, 643 Broadway, and 147 Prince- 
street; I know Mr. Edwin Forrest; during 
18*50 and 185 1 1 have been a good deal in Broad- 
way in the day time ; I have met Mr, Forrest 
several times in Broadway, in the office of the 
Evenintj Post^ at the Broadway Theatre, once, I 
believe, at Niblo's, and at the Opera. 

Q. — Do you know of his having gone to live 
out of the State of New York ? 

A. — Nothing but what I have heard in the 
prints. On one occasion, not a great while 
since, I was talking to a gentleman, and h& 
asked to speak with mft^ «v.\v.^<^ \}caX^\a^ tn 
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eonYmation with him; that may be within 
Miwea months, and over five. 

Q, — Did he say any thing to you with respect 
to houses that he was in the habit of visiting 
in this city? 

Mr. Van Buren objected to the question. 

The Court wjshed to know what was in- 
tended to be proved. 

Mr. O* Conor — I intend to prove that Mr. 
Forrest admitted to this witness that he had 
been in the habit of visiting houses of ill-fame 
in this city, and for the putpose for which sueh 
houses are generally visited. 

The Chief Justice ruled that the admissions 
of Mr. Forrest are not competent evidence. 
There is no reason in this case to suppose that 
there is any collusion between these parties ; 
but it is quite clear that it would be a very 
easy mode of obtaining a divorce. Ruled out 
and exception taken. 

The witness here said, that, from the ques- 
tion, it might be supposed that he had some 
knowledge of the fact ; but he wished to say 
that he had no proof that Mr. Forxjijil; visited 

those houses. ^>>^^ 

Andrew Jackson Allen deposed — I r^i^ji^t 
37 Bond-street; my business is internal -aiid 
external costumer (laughter) ; that is, I feed 
the inner man and clothe the outer man (con-, 
tinned laughter); I have made costumes for 
the stage for upwards of forty years. Q. — Do 
you know Mr. Edwin Forrest ? A. (With em- 
phasis) — I have the honor to be acquainted 
with that gentleman, I believe, longer than 
any other man in this court, or in the city of 
New York ; I served him with costumes for 
many years ; I travelled with him all over the 
United States, by sea and by land (laughter) ; 
I made all his dresses from '26 to *43 ; I made 
his dAsses for the Gladiator and Metamora 
(continued laughter); I travelled with him 
when he went to perform throughout the 
Union ; I was acquainted with Josephine Clif- 
ton ; she was an actress ; in the city of New 
York she resided in White-street, a few doors 
west of Mm-street ; a two-story brick house 
(laughter). 

Chief Justice said he did not see any thing 
in this to create laughter : they should remem- 
ber they were in the investigation of a solemn 
inquiry, and he should deem a repetition of it 
disrespectful to the court. 

Witness continued — Mr. Forrest and Miss 
Clifton stopped together at the same hotel. 
Q. — Did Mr. Forrest and Miss Clifton travel to- 
gether for a considerable extent ? A. — I be- 
lieve off and on for a year or two they travelled 
together considerably. Q. — Were you with 
them when they were travelling together 
South, on a theatrical excursion, and when 
they performed in Norfolk, Virginia ? A.— As 
nearly as I can recollect, I was with them. 
Q.— Did they, at Norfolk, lodge in the same 
hotel ? A.~They always stopped at the 
same hotel when ISIrs. Forrest was not with 
them ; at that time Mrs. Forrest was not with 
him, they stopped at French's Hotel, Norfolk ; 
^ey were there a couple of weeks, and played 
together at the theatre ; I can't recollect if I 



went with them from Norfolk ; I sometixnti 
went before them, or after them ; I attended tfl 
settling their aSkirs on their departure; in| 
business was to superintend Mr. Forrest's ward- 
robe, and attend to their departure. Q. — 
When thus travelling together, in the absence 
of Mrs. Forrest, what was their action and car- 
riage towards each other ? A. — ^They seemed 
to be very fond of each other, and had I not 
actually k^own that Mr. Forrest was married 
to another woman, I should have thought Miss 
Clifton was his wife ; I am hard of hearing, 
and could not hear everything that was saia; 
but I can see as far as, most folks (laughter) ; I 
saw them kiss and embrace, but I did not see 
any thing criminal ; I did, not hold a candlo for 
them ; when together, they generally amused 
themselves in that kind of way. Q. — When 
Mrs. Forrest was along with Mr. Forrest, or any 
other company was present, did you ever see 
any of that kind of amusement carried on be- 
tween them ? A. — No, sir. Q. — On the even- 
ing or night next previous to Mr. Forrests' 
leaving Norfolk, were you present with Mr. 
Forrest and Mies Clifton ? A. — I was fre- 
quently with them, but whether on that occa- 
sion I cannot say ; Miss Clifton and Mr. Forrest 
occupied one parlor and separate bedrooms; 
they did not go to the public table, but break- 
fasted and dined together ; I presume they oc- 
casionally supped together there ; I may have 
seen them; it was generally my business to 
make up the receipts of the house and hand 
him his share from the manager, and I some- 
times saw them at sui)per; as generally in the 
southern hotels, two bedrooms communicated 
with the parlor ; one of them was Mr. For- 
rest's, and the other Miss Clifton's. Q. — Did 
you call on a particular morning, and go into 
Mr. Forrest's bedroom before breakfast ? A. — 
I did, before he had taken his breakfast. Q. — 
Was the breakfast-table set ? A. — I can't say ; 
I don't mind other people's breakfast- tables : I 
look after my own (loud laughter); on the morn- 
ing that I went into the bedroom he was not 
there ; he had been out ; he was a very early riser, 
and sometimes walked five or six miles before 
breakfast ; I do not know whether he supped 
with Miss Clifton the night before ; his bed, I 
presume, had been made up ; I don't recollect 
any thing particular that occurred in Norfolk ; 
I loved and honored Mr. Forrest in my heart, 
and love him still ; I followed his fortunes for 
a long time ; I never looked into Miss Clifton's 
room ; I am an old man now, and I never inter- 
fere with the ladies (laughter) ; when I came " 
out of Mr. Forrest's bedroom, I met him in the 
parlor ; he came in from the hall ; I was mana- 
ger of the Providence Theatre, Rhode Island, 
and, during September, '44, I engaged Mr. 
Forrest and Miss Clifton ; they lodged at 
Earle's Hotel, in Providence ; they occupied 
in the same way two bedrooms and one parlor, 
and not going to the public table ; on one oc- 
casion I ate an oyster supper with them ; never 
but on one occasion ; I don't recollect calling 
on Mr. Forrest at Earle's Hotel early one 
morning; I think it must have been in '42 they 
were at Providence ; Mrs. Forrest was not with 



Mr. Forrest on this trip to Frovidenoe ; Miss 
Clifton was at that time about twenty-six 
years of age. Q. — She is dead, I believe ? A. — 
I am sorry for it ; I don't know how long 
back she died ; I occasionally visited Miss 
Clifton at her house in White- street ; I made 
dressea for her ; I visited her, and dined with 
her with another gentleman ; I don't know 
who it was ; it was not Mr. Forrest, however ; 
I saw Mr. Forrest there on one occasion, just 
before he left this country to go to England ; it 
was between twelve and one o'clock in th^ day ; 
she sent for me on business ; before I saw Mr. 
Forrest on that occasion, I was in Miss Clif- 
ton's room. Q. — Was she up ? A. — No ; she 
was down (laughter) ; I mean lying in bed ; I 
inquired for Josephine, and the servant told 
me she was upstairs ; she heard my voice, and 
called me up ; I went up, but seeing she was in 
bed, and being a very modest man, I retired ; 
I finished my business very quick ; as I was 

foing out I met Mr. Forrest ; he inquired for 
08^ ; she heard his voice, and called him up 
in the same way, and he went up and I went 
out ; when I was in Miss Clifton's bedroom, I 
cannot say whether she was dressed ; she was 
covered over by the bed clothes ; I saw one of 
her legs that had a stocking on it ; as far as I 
saw her leg she had a stocking on (laughter ; ) 
I had never been in that bedroom before ; that 
was the first and last time ; I did not observe 
any paintings or ornaments in the room. 

The witness was not cross-examined. 

Mr. O* Conor put in evidence several docu- 
ments. One was an exempliiic^ation of a mort- 
gage, dated 14th August, IS 10, presented to 
James L. Valentine, on his ])ropfirty in West- 
chester county, in which Mr. Forrest is de- 
scribed as Edwin Forrest, of the town of 
Yonkers, in the State of New York. Another 
was an application to the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, filed by Mr. Forrest, for a divorce 
from Mrs. Forrest, dated 7th August, 1850, 
citing Mrs. Forrest to appear on the third Mon- 
day in September before the Legislature. 

Theodore Sedgewick (papers produced) — 
Mr. Sedgewick wished to say that he was coun- 
sel for Mr. Forrest, and he did not wish to 
answer any more questions than he was obliged 
to. The paper produced is a copy of a docu- 
ment prepared in his office. 

Mr. Van.Buren objected to the cop}', if the 
original was in existence. 

Mr. 0' Conor — The other is in a foreign 
State, and consequently we cannot produce it. 

Mr. Sedgewick — A copy of the paper was 
served on Mrs. Forrest. 

William A. Sedgewick deposed, that he 
cerved the petition and notice on Mrs. Forrest ; 
made an affidavit of service, and had no doubt 
he compared the copy produced with the origi- 
nal. 

To Mr. Van Buren — I don't remember the 
fiict of having compared them. 

To Mr. O* Conor — I made an affidavit of the 
service, and in the affidavit I swear that it is a 
copy, and we are in the habit o: comparing 
them. 

To Mr. Van Burcn,— Thinks ihe affidavit 



would be made on tiie paper that went to Hftr- 
risburg ; my affidavit was made on that pa^ri 
I have no doubt. 

Mr. Van Buren objected to the copy of the 
paper being received in evidence. 

The Court ruled against the admission of the 
copy of the paper served on Mrs. Forrest. 

Mr. Whittley recalled — Deposed that the 
letter produced is in the handwriting of Mr. 
Forrest. 

Mr. 0' Conor read the letter ; it was address- 
ed to Mrs. Forrest, and dated Richmond, 
Virginia, March 20, 1842. Mr. Allen (said Mr. 
O' Conor) was not able to fix the date, but this 
letter would do so. Mr. O' Conor then said, 
that with the exception of the testimony of Mr. 
Conduit, the case for the plaintiff would rest 
for the present. 

Mr. Van Buren said if it would fadiit&te the 
issue, he would ask the Court to submit th e 
case to the jury on the evidence. There is 
hardly a pretence of guilt, not a color of it, and 
he took it that no jury could find a verdict 
against the defendant on the testimony. He 
therefore suggested that this issue be submit- 
ted to the jury before the defendant presents 
the issue he has to try. 

The Chief Justice said that the case was 
peculiarly situated. The defendant here holds 
the affirmative in or:e of the issues. The Court 
was not prepared to say whether there was, or 
was not, evidence on which to find Mr. Forrest 
guilty.of adultery. He would keep open his 
deciifion as to the admission of the confession, 
and would hear counsel further on the question 
in the morning. 

Mr. Van Buren. — We must insist on all the 
tcfitimony for the plaintiff being put in before 
we oj.cn our case. 

Chief Justice. — Th:;t is within the discretion 
of the Court. I will act in this case as in all 
other cases, and exclude no testimony that may 
be competent. 

Mr. ()' Conor offered proof of the declara- 
tions of Mr. Forrest. 

Chief Justice. — General declarations, or of 
any particular transaction ? 

Mr. O' Conor. — General declarations. 

Chief Justice. — I will reserve the question. 
Were it an ordinary matter, I would rule it ac- 
cording to my present impressions ; but a mis- 
take would put those parties to an expense which 
it is very desirable to avoid. La the mean time, 
would recommend counsel to look into authori- 
ties. Mr. 0' Conor has referred to Shelford on 
Marriage and Divgrce. 

Mr. Van Buren.— The Court would see that 
if after the defendant commences his case, new 
evidence is produced by the i^laintiff, we would 
be all at sea again. 

Chief Justice. — We must be at sea rather 
than defeat justice. 

Mr. Van Buren. — I will stay with the Court 
in that case. (Laughter.) It seems to me a 
mutter for the sound discretion of the Court, to 
see tJiat the defendant should not be taken by 
surprise. 

Chief Justice. — I will act in this case as in all 
others, and if 1 see new evidence attempted Vi'^j 
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llw plaintiff, I will then dadde apon its admis* 
libiHty. 

Mr. Van Buren asked if he was to haye the 
priyilege of reply on the issue in which the 
defendant had the affirmative. 

Mr. O* Conor. — Where there are several af- 
firmatives with the plaintiff, it is an estabUshed 
rule, (he would call it an arbitrary one,) that 
the plaintiff opens and closes. 

Chief Justice. — According to my present 
view, I can only bo guided by the position the 
parties occupy on the calendar. The Court i 
then called on Mr. Van Buren to proceed with 
the case for the defendant. 

!Mr. Van Buren then rose to open the case to 
the jury, in a speech of considerable length, of 
which the foUowuig is but a brief outline ; — It 
became his duty to submit some remarks to the 
Jury, on behalf of the* defendant in this case, 
and he would be, as the counsel for the plain- 
tiff was, brief with regard to the charges against 
Mr. Forrest. Ho stated that not much time 
would be occupied in proving those charges, 
and that the practice exhibited by -^Ir. Forrest 
^-^* ?ather moderate than otherwise. He con- 
sidered this rather a serious charge made against 
Mr. Forrest, and we supposed that at least 
some lewd, sensual act on the part of Mr. For- 
rest, v/lioHc whole life has becu thrown open 
here, would have been adduced. He would ask 
the jury very brieliy, to consider the charges 
made by Mrs. Forrest against her husband, and 
then to cousider the evidence. She charges him 
with having carnal knowledge of Josephine Clif- 
ton in 1810, and the jury would boar in mind 
that Josephine Clilton died in 1844, some four 
years after, and some years before there was the 
slightest difference between Mr. Forrest and his 
wife. She died long before the separation ; 
and as to the charge of criminal intercourse 
with her, some ten years elapsed before the 
complaint is filed. We shall meet, as we expect, 
and as we hope, a prejudice against us. It is 
inheren4; in munhood to have sympathy with a 
woman ; it is creditable to the humnn mind and 
human heart ; but we shall ask you at the outset, 
how far these charges made by Mrs. Forrest 
are consistent with female delicacy ? Josephine 
Clifton, so far as I know, when she was living, 
was a virtuous female, and was never charged 
with any such act ; and yet it remains for Mrs. 
yorrest, after her deat.h, to charge that she had 
eommitted acts of adultery at various places — 
in Providence ; in Virginia : in this State ; in 
White street, from 1840 to 1844, at various 
times and places. It will thus be observed 
that all the charges against this deceased wo- 
man, made by this live female, relate to years 
previous to this difficulty. As far as he knew 
Sliss Clifton maintained throughout her life a 
respectable character, and he would ask, was 
there any foundation for these wholesale charges 
ftgainst Miss Clifton ? She and Mr. Forrest, it 
appears, were engaged together to perform a 
professional tour, and were brought into close 
{.ntimacy. And could they draw from that in- 
timacy evidence of adultery ? Mr. Forrest had 
also been charged with having committed 
adHLltery with a most respectable lady of this 



city, whoM name he wmild Hot ttdW ii 
as it had been strack from the pleadingl 
first the defendant saw of this complaiSi 
the newspapers ; but the charges agtffn 
respectable female are abandoned and ■! 
from the pleadings ; he is also charged 
adultery at a house 704 Broome street, k 
a woman named Martin. That he ever 6 
such a house there is no evidence ; a mft 
him, so well known, would be easily reeo| 
and it could be easily proved, if it werai 
if there was the slightest foundation § 
calumny which has been put on re« 
course some testimony would have bail 
duced. Again, he is charged with i 
adultery at the house of Caroline Ingert 
Greenwich street, and not a particle of ei 
that he ever entered that house, or was i 
that street, has been produced. He is c' 
with adultery m the year 1838, (12 yean 
this complaint was filed) at r* certain 

between Cherry and streets ; 

particle of evidence is brought forward t 
stantiate it ; but lie is charged ujjon the 
mation and belief of the plaintiff, and the p 
who inform her have not been called 
stand. He is also charged with ! 
committed adultery with Ann Dompst 
Ann Flowers) in 18-30. Ann Drmpsey, 
the counsel made such an assiiult uj 
opening the case, is an imj^ortant v.'itn 
the defendant. Mr. Van Buren ropell 
accusations made agpinst Ann Flowers : 
just. Again, the defendant is charge) 
frequent acts of adultery with several w 
and also with having committed adulter 
Margaret Clinton, in Mener street, near 
on a certain day. Wiiy this specitic < 
naming the person, naming the day, a 
wholly omitting a particle of evidence t 
tain the charge ? Again, he is chargec 
having committed adultery in the liouse 

Lewis , No. 6 Thomns street, wit! 

women there. Where is the evidence I 
had been there ? These arc eharges put 
upon the records of this court by on 
claims the position of a wife, and raadc 1 
who claimsthesynipathy of thi.> jury as a 
So far as the evidence goes, we arc wai 
in saying that these charges arc scand. 
false. Now, that is the complaint whi 
are called upon to answer. There wo 



no difficulty, if Mr. Forreftt were guilty, 

w: 
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ducing evidence to prove it. 
that his steps have been doggea ever; 
through the city, and efforts have beer 
to procure testimony to show that 1 
entered houses of that kind. lie (c( 
therefore called the attention of the jur; 
evidence, to prove how utterly unfounr 
those charges. It is quite true that M 
rest, — as has been stated on the part 
plaintiff — that Mr. Forrest was marric 
daughter of Mr. Sinclair. It may he net 
in the progress of this cause, to call the 
tion of the jury to the conduct of Mr. a 
Sinclair, for it will throw some light on t 
duct of Mrs. Forrest. Mr. Sinclair was f 
a drummer in the British army, and af ti 
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became a respectable singer on the stage. The 
habits of Mr. and Mrs. I^nclair were unfortu- 
nate, and the influences of their early habits had 
Ishovn their effects upon Mrs. Forrest. They 
came to this country, and -Mr. Sinclair, his wife, 
and daughters, did Mr. Forrest the favor to 
make his house their home, where they carried 
on scenes of revelry and disorder. Mrs. Forrest 
was, as the jury might see she still is, a woman 
of uncommon personal attractions, and she was 
the idol of a husband, who yielded to her every 
caprice and wish. In 1844, Mr. Forrest went 
abroad with his wife, and returned in 1846, 
when he went to perform a professional engage- 
ment at Cincinnati, and was accompanied by 
Mrs. ^Forrest and Mr. Jamieson: the letter 
received by Mrs. Forrest at that time, and 
which led to the separation, will be given in 
evidence. Mr. Forrest left his hotel for an 
hour, for the purpose of having his portrait 
taken ; but disappointed by the painter, he 
returned suddenly. The situation in which he 
then found his wife I will not now mention — it 
will be given in evidence ; it startled and 
shocked him. Mr. Van Buren then referred to 
the Consaclo letter, written by Mr. Jamieson to 
Mrs. Forrest, the receipt of which, he said, had 
not been denied by her. In January, 1849, 
without any previous difficulty between Mr. 
Forrest and his wife except the circumstance 
which excited his suspicion in May, he dis- 
coveied, when looking over a bureau, this letter, 
called the Consuelo letter. I say to you, that 
that letter contained an admission of the guilt 
ofMr-j. Forrest, and that it would satisfy any 
married man of the guilt of the party who re- 
ceived it, as well as of the party who wrote it. 
Mr. Van Buren was proceeding to read the 
letter, when 

Mr. O* Conor objected to its being read until 
it was proved in evidence. 

Mr. Van Buren said he was not surprised at 
this interruption ; he sat quiet while the coun- 
sel for Mrs. Forrest stated all the evidence he 
intended to prove, and all that the defendant 
intended to produce, and he, (Mr. Van B.) did 
not interrupt him. I state that the receipt of 
the letter of Mrs. Forrest has never been de- 
nied, and I am utterly at a loss to know by 
what rule I am to be prevented opening the 
case f >r the defendant. 

Mr. 0' Conor. — The letter is not proved, and 
cannot be proved ; as to what is not denied, I 
apprehend Mrs. Forrest is not bound to deny 
anything until it is put in evidence. If your 
honor will allow this letter to be read to the 
jury now, I will undertake to say it is the only 
time it will be read to them. 

Chief Justice. — The letter cannot be read 
until it i« proved. 

Mr. Van Buren. — The only instance in 
which I have ever known a court to interfere 
with counsel in opening, is where they are 
statint; what they will not be allowed to prove. 

Chief Justice. — I see no objection to your 
stating at large that you will pro/e such 
thincs; but you cannot read the document in 
detHil. 

Mr. Van Buren.— Then I propose to state to 
the Jury what was in the letter. 



Chief Justice. — The jury will be careful not 
to pay the slightest attention to what counael 
on either side say in their opening. My ck- 
perience has shown me frequently that counsel 
do not attempt to prove |dl they profess in the 
opening. 

Mr. O* Conor. — If the counsel reads the 
letter, the Court will understand us as object- 
ing. 

Mr. Van Buren. — Nothing can be more true 
than what the Court says with regard to the 
statements of counsel ; and before the conclu- 
sion of this trial, the jury would find that this 
case is not an exception to the rule. (Laugh- 
ter.) Mr. Jamieson addressed a letter to Mrs. 
Forrest, and we will prove that. It will be 
found that in that letter, he addressed her in 
the language of deep affection, and that it 
contained admissions of criminality. It will 
be found that that letter speaks of the realiza- 
tion of a voluptuous enjoyment. It states 
that ecstasy is not affection; it contains in- 
tense appeals to the party to whom it was 
addressed to give him the benefit of her ex- 
perience ; that letter will speak of the recol- 
lection of their enjoyment, and of the .bliss 
attending it ; it will speak of the termination, 
and of the reality that stares them in the face ; 
it will speak of the fidelity of the love of the 
writer, and it will speak of the declaration on 
the part of the party who wrote, and of the 
party to whom it was addressed. It will say, 
**I do not doubt you, and you have assured 
me that you do not doubt me." It not only 
speaks of the declaration of the writer, but of 
the party to whom it was addressed. It speaks 
of adoration and love without being earthly ; 
it speaks about putting away the shreds and 
patches of the profession of the actor, and 
refers to the past ; and it will conclude with a 
poetic picture, descriptive of when they lay 
enfolded in each other's arms in the enjoyment 
of a kiys. This letter was written to Mrs. 
Forrest. It was found in her po.ssession in 
May, 1849, some nine months after it was 
written. You will say that an innocent 
woman might receive such a letter ; that some 
imprudent person might have thrust it on her ; 
but would a virtuous wife have treasured it, 
or would she not rather have shown it to her 
hnsband, and said, *'Here is a man who has 
dared to address me in terms implicating my 
honor?" Would not any virtuous woman 
have taken that course? You will bear in 
mind that the most unalloyed confidence and 
happiness existed between Mr. and Mrs. For- 
rest at the time, and you will admit that he 
should have been the possessor of her secrets, 
as he should have been the possessor of her 
aifeotions and her person. Now, gentlemen, 
that letter is no kitchen testimony. That is a 
witness who has not taken any one's small 
change, nor been indicted, nor sent to the 
State prison. It is no kitchen evidence; it 
comes from the dining room; it is a witness 
that cannot lie, and when it is adduced in 
testimony, as I assure you it will be, you will 
hear the explanation that wUl be made on the 
other side. But this is not all. After the re- 
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caption of this letter, the tame intimacy was 
kept up by Mrs. Forrest with that man, who 
gave drunkenness as his excuse, llie occa- 
sipn which so startled Mr. Forrest in Cincin- 
nati, was three weeks after the receipt of that 
letter. Jamiesoncameon to this city, and was 
shut up for more than an liour in the house of 
Mr. Forrest, during; his absence. The discov- 
ery of this letter satisfied Mr. Forrest that his 
happiness was destroyed. Gentlemen, I do 
not believe that it is necessary for me to argue 
. to you that Mr Forrest separated from' his wit'c 
because Mr. Stevens was not invited to a tea 
party at Mrs. Voorhies' house. I do not thmk 
' that a man in the prime of life, at the head of 
an honorable profession, with a ■«\'ife whom he 
loved, would have separated from her for any 
other reason but because he believed he was 
dishonored. He said to her, "We must sep:i- 
rate, we never can live as man and wife ; I 
have no desire to crush you;" and we shall 
show this woman going to him fioni time to 
time, beseeching him not to crush her, (md 
destroy lier in public estimation; that she 
made repeated efforts to be restored to him; 
that, during this time lie treated her with tbe 
same humane kindness which he had al\va.ys 
observed towards her. lie j^avc her a l-ook \ 
with simply written in it, "Mrs. Edwin For- 
rest, from Edwin Forrest;" not from her hus 
band, or her airectionate husband. He found 
himself a lost man — all his hopes of domestic 
happiness, gone, the realization of his bliss 
destroyed ; and if he had become a maniac, as 
Mrs. Forrest's counsel want to rcpresenc him, 
it would not have been extraordiuarv, under 
the peculiar alH.ictions which had visited him. 
He retired from this city to Philadelphia, to the 
home of his sister, his own house, which had 
been the residence of his mother, and on en- 
tering it he said, "This is my home. I have 
now no other." Counsel wont on to state that 
Mr. Forrest had no idea then of i)rosecuting a 
suit for divorce, until certain rumors reached 
him. He recounted the circumstances of Mr. 
Forrest's proceedings before the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, its passage in one House, and 
the reasons of its defeat in the other. Mr. 
Van Buren also stated the facts respecting the 
injunctions granted against Mr. Forrest in this 
State, restraining his i)roceedings, and defend- 
ed Aim i'iowers from the accusations made by 
the ijlaintifi's counsel, and said that he re- 
gretted to say that Mrs. Voorhies had met 
with the misfortune which had been attributed 
to Ann Flowers, of having had a child before 
her marriage. The evidence will also declare 
the fact, th&t **> Mr. Forrest's abserice, his 
house was made a scene of wassail. It dis- 
closes the fact that a literary coterie, by the 
fiat of whom every man must fall, and at the 
head of which was Mr* N. P. Willis, were in 
the habit of visiting Mr. Forrest's house during 
his absence, and that by them his wile was 
taught to look down upon the simplicity of lier 
husband's character. It discloses the fact that 
Mr. lUchaid WiUis, (the brother of Mr. N. P. 
Willis,) entirely unknown to Mr. Forrest, ^yas 
in bed in Mr. Forrest's house for three clavs; 



and that to conceal the fact, Mrs. Forrest tj 
her sister, Mrs. Voorhies, acted the partf 
chambermaids. It describes the fact that lii 
Forrest and this coterie sat up carousing idi^ 
nights. It discloses the fact, that Capt. Giw 
by Calcraft, at midnight, was seen coming i 
the stairs with decanters and glasses, and ti 
Jamicson was in the habit of visiting st 11 
Forrest's house during his absence. Tbi 
disclosures convinced Mr. Forrest that his w| 
was not only guilty in one instance, but mail 
I would not thus speak to a jury, particuloi 
in a case wliere a woman is concerned, but tk 
I have seen the witnesses beforehand. I tni 
in God they will not make the same impreaeio 
upon you, for no one would rejoice more t]ui 
myself if you could find that Mrs. Forrest! 
not guilty. It was true that the most part< 
tho testimony will be given by servants; bo 
an objection to that wUl come with bad gno 
from the counsel on the other side, who MB 
produced Andrew Jac.vson Allen, a discharge! 
servant. "We will prove by Ann Flowers, ijt 
she saw Capt. Howard having criminal connefr 
tion with Mrs. Forrest, and it is from thitf 
circumstance the storm has been poured oi^ 
on her. He (Mr. Van Buren) denied thatanj 
of the chcarges could be proved against Ani 
Flowers, except, indeed, that she was de- 
bauched by Howard shortly after she wit- 
nessed the transaction between Howard and 
Mrs. Forrest. She is now a married woman, 
with four children, and the jurj- would say 
how far it was reasonable for the counsel ta 
mcike these charges against her. Mr. Van 
Buren then stated that if his witnesses swore 
falsely, the plaintiff could bring others to con- 
tradict them, or could indict them for perjury, 
and conclucled by saying that no one who 
kiiows Mr. Forrest would believe that he is 
capable of hiring testimony to injure his wife; 
such an idea is contrary to humanity — iti! 
contrarv to his nature. 

Due. 18. — Long before the hour for com- 
mencing the proceedings in this case, the spa- 
cious court room was densely crowded, and the 
stairs and principal passage so thronged with 
persons anxious to hear the evidence, that it was 
necessary for many whose business compelleii 
them to be present, to gain access through the 
Judge's chamber of the adjoining court. Mrs. 
and Mr. Forrest sat with their respective coun- 
sel. There were three other ladies presexil 
who were not in attendance on either of the 
previous days, and it is therefore presumed 
that they are witnesses for the defendant. 

Counsel on both sides argued at some length 
on the questions reserved as to the admissibili- 
ty of Mr. Forrest's admissions. Or his own tes- 
timony. 

Mr. O'Connor wished to offer proof as to the 
papers produced yesterday, before the defend- 
ajit proceeded. He then called 

Neil Gray, Commissioner of Deeds, who de- 
posed that about the beginning of 1850, Mr. 
Edwin Forrest deposed to a paper before him ; 
did not read nor take any notice of its contents ; 
within a few days after that, I became ac- 
quainted with the fact, through the newspa- 
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pers, that Mr. Forrest had applied to the Legis- 
Lmtnre for a diTorce. 

Francis H. Dykers, counselloT-at-law, de- 
posed that the paper produced, (one of the ex- 
smplifications produced yesterday,) was written 
by lum at Mr. Sedge wick's office ; he could not 
lay ^'hethcr it was made from the original or 
Tom a draft ; I imagine I saw the original ; I 
lADie seen Mr. Forrest sign several papers, hut 
san't say that I saw him sign the original of 
ihis. 

To Mr. Van Buren. — I can't say I saw the 
>riginal at all. 

Charles Conduit, attorney- at-law, residing 
In Brooklyn. — ^I proceeded to Harrisburg last 
Birinter, to search for the petition filed by Mr. 
Porrest ; found a paper on the records of the 
Lo'wer House ; I did not find more than one ; 
C procured a copy from the officer in charge of 
the House ; this produced is the one ; the offi- 
cer (I think his name is Adams,) copied it, and 
I compared it with him ; I proceeded to Penn- 
aylvauia afterward; I was not at that time 
acquainted with Mr. Forrest, and I can't say 
if he was in the same train with me. 

To Mr. Van Buren — I am not acquainted 
with the handwriting of Mr. Forrest; the Leg- 
islature was not sitting at the time ; it was 
February, 1850 ; I am not acquainted with the 
handwrithig of Mr. Gray ; it was not at the 
clerk's house I found the paper ; it was at the 
Capitol. 

Q. — What means have you of knowing that 
that was an original paper ? 

A. — It purported to bear the signature of 
Mr. Forrest, but I have no positive means of 
knowing it to be an original ; the sifjnature, 
Edwin Forrest, was in a different handwriting 
from the body of the paper. 

Mr. Conduit recalled 1)y the Court — Said he 
could not say whether the word ** copy " was 
on the paper at the clerk's office ; searched 
through all the records of the Senate that Ad- 
ams said there were, and could tind none 
there. 

Mr. O'Conor offered the paper in evidence. 
Mr. Van Buren objected. The Court admitted 
the paper, and counsel for defendant accepted. 
Mr. O'Connor read the pai>er and the note 
accompanying it. The paper gave notice to 
Mrs. Forrest that the petition would be pre- 
sented to the Pennsylvania Legislature for a 
divorce. The petition was dated 16th Februa- 
ry, 1850, and stated that he resided in New 
York until 1st December, 1849. 

Christiana Underwood, being sworn and ex- 
amined by Mr. Van Buren, deposed — I live at 
118 Sixteenth street ; I am married ; my hus- 
band's name is Joseph Underwood; I was origi- 
nally from Scotland ; I have been in this coun- 
try since 1837 : I am acquainted with Mr. and 
Mn. Forrest; I was acquainted with Mrs. 
Forrest a short time previous to her marriage ; 
I was acquainted with her family since I was 
18 years of age ; her father was in the Argyle- 
shire militia; he played some instrument in 
th« band ; I came here in 1837 with my hus- 
band and family ; my first husband's name was 
Thomas Bedford ; I came here before Mr. and 



Mrs. Forrest ; I was not engaged in any capaci- 
ty in their family when I arrived here, at that 
time; Mr. and Mrs. Forrest called at my resi-' 
dence in Pearl street, and wished me to take 
care of a house which he had hired — they 
were going to Philadelphia — and I immediate- 
ly took charge of the house ; this was towards 
the end of 1837 ; I stayed there about two years ; 
it was in Kcade street near Broadway; Mr. 
and Mrs. Forrest did not live there all that 
time ; while thej' were there, themselves, a 
cook, and a boy composed their family ; Mr. 
and Mrs. Forrest went to live in Twenty-sec- 
ond street, and I and my family resided in the 
Ileade street house ; Mr. and Mrs. Sinclair, 
Margaret, Virginia, and a servant, arrived from 
England, rjid stopped at that house ; Mr. and 
Mrs. Forrest were in New Orleans at the time, 
and returned in five pr six months after the ar- 
rival of !Mr. Sinclair and family ; the house was 
furnished, and I had the care of marketing and 
so forth ; after Mr. and Mrs. F. returned from 
New Orleans, they went, in the December fol- 
lowing, to Twenty- second street; they lived 
together at that time very happy — ^very affec- 
tionate ; she spoke verj' affectionately of him, 
as a newly married wife would do ; I remember 
their going abroad ; I was, at that time, living 
in Grand street; I afterwards went abroad. 
They went in January, and I went in the June 
following. I saw them abroad ; I should say 
their manner of living together at that time was 
much the same as before ; it was in London I 
then saw them ; they went to Scotland and I 
rcturne4 to America soon after : there was no 
arrangement made then for mo to live in their 
house ; I used to see Mrs. Forrest in London 
about once or twice a week for about two 
months ; Mrs. Forrest dictated a letter to Mrs. 
Harper, for me to obtain employment, being 
destitute after my husband's death ; Mrs. Har- 
per had previously asked me, before I left 
New York, and Mrs Forrest dictated that letter 
to say I would accept of it ; I went to live again 
with Mr. and Mrs. Forrest, in the following 
Jahuary, ofter their return; I thiuk it must 
have been in 1846 ; I lived with them until the 
May they left the house ; I can't recollect the 
year exactly ; I lived with them until about 
two years and a half before they sei>arated ; 
when I left them they were going to travel ; 
they were going to Philadelphia; it was in 
Januarv ; I don't know what was their man- 
ner of living then ; they had six or seven ser- 
vants who were very unruly. (Laughter.) — 
When they returned from travelling, Mrs. For- 
rest engaged a cook and a Swiss boy; Mrs. 
Forre.it asked me to come to her as housekeep- 
er, when I was working at Mr. Harper's ; Mrs. 
Voorhies was not living there at that time as 
one of 'the family ; she was up stairs in the 
attic the day Mr. and Mrs. Forrest were going 
away; I suppose she came to bid her sister 
good-bye ; she did not see Mr. Forrest ; Mrs. 
Voorhies used to come in a clandestine manner ; 
she used to come to the basement and inquire 
if Mr. Forrest was at home, or if the library 
door was open, and then some one would^ ^ 
and see, and she vfOMld. \jim» xsc^ Vi SXa «^^iAR^ ^^ 
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was always the same, except on one occasion 
on a Sunday, when Mr. Forrest invited Mr. 
and "MxB. Voorhies to dinner; there was no 
other company there ; Mr. Forrest caine down 
to dinner when the hell rung; Mn. Forrest 
told me the occasion of the dinner was at the 
intercession of Dr. Gray and Dr. Wainwright, 
to maJke a reconciliation hetween Mr. Forrest 
and them ; I heard after Mr. and Mrs. Forrest 
left town, of Mrs. Voorhies being married ; it 
was a snowy day ; she came in and said she 
had &llen ; she took off her coat, and I thought 
she looked rather stout ; she said, ** You are 
looking at me," and then she told me she was 
marri^ and in the family way. 

The Chief Justice said they seemed to be 
trying Mrs. Voorhies, instead of £he parties 
in the case. 

Witness continued — I lired with Mr. and 
Mrs. Forrest up to the time of their separa- 
tion ; Mr. Richard Willis was not in the habit 
of visiting them at that time, after thty re- 
turned from Philadelphia; Mr. N. P. Willis 
was in the habit of visiting there ; before Mr. 
and Mrs. Forrest went to England, in 1844, she 
was packing up her clothes, and she said she ex- 
pected a gentleman to call at two o'clock ; Mr. 
N. P. Willis called, and I thought it very 
strange; she looked very much confused; a 
servant came up and said to Mrs. Forrest that 
Mr. Willis was in the drawing room; Mrs. 
Forrest went down and stayed some time — 
about half an hour; on her return the looked 
rather flushed and flurried ; she said she was 
afraid Mr. Forrest would be home soon, and 
she regulated her hair ; Mr. Forrest was not in 
at the time ; he was in town ; I was not living 
there then — I only called in ; in England Mrs. 
Forrest spoke a great deal about Mr. Willis ; 
she said he was very classic in his ideas, and 
particularly about ladies' dresses ; that he 
arranged her ornaments and dress one evening 
when they were going to the Opera ; he was 
arranging her dress, — and he kissed her 
shoulder, and that Mr. Forrest was in the 
toom, and she was very much terrified ; Mr. 
Willis had been in London, but was then gone 
to Paris ; she spoke of Mr. WiUis like a giddy 
school-girl; Mr. WiUis used to call at Mr. 
Forrest's house, after their return from Eng- 
land ; he called in the morning, and in the day 
time ; Mrs. Forrest told me one day that she 
expected him to call at two o'clock ; it was a 
very stormy day, and I said she could not ex- 
pect any one ; Mr. Willis did come ; they were 
in the drawing room, and the blinds were shut ; 
when he was gone, Mrs. Forrest told me he 
kept his appointment ; and that while he was 
there they thought they heard footstepis at the 
window, and that Mr. Willis went and 'opened 
the windows immediately, and could not see 
any one ; I said, perhaps it was the cook going 
to feed the dog ; Willis used to come frequent- 
ly ; one evening, when I returned from prayer 
meeting, Mrs. Forrest met me in the hall, and 
she told me that Willis was in the house, and 
sbe wished to get him out without being seen ; 
X ^ad asked the boy when I came in, if there 
was any one in the house, and he said no ; 



shortly after that Mrs. Forrest rang the bd] 
and told me Willis was above, and she wishii 
to. get him out without being seen ; this w^ 
about ten o'clock at night; l£. Forrest was ii 
Boston at the time ; I stood there to se etihui | 
nobody came from the kitchen while Mr. Wi^ 
lis was going out ; I eannot say how long h|| 
visits would be in the day time ; he was in ^ 
habit of coming very frequently when Itt 
Forrest was at home ; Mrs. Forrest was waife| 
ing one evening for Mr. WilUs, and he did mol 
come ; she said she could not wait any longer.] 
she left me a note for him, and to teU him to 
write if there was any answer; he came; ] 
gave him the note, and he said there was XM 
occasion to write, as he would attend to it ; shi 
did not, that I remember, express any feeling 
about Mr. Willis at any time; Mr. Forrett 
did not know Mr. Richard Willis ; h.e was ii 
the house on one occasion for three days dur-, 
ing Mr. Forrest's absence; Mrs. Forrest and 
Mrs. Voorhies were going to a party at Mrs* 
Watson's, I believe, near the Fourth Avenue; 
I was in my own room, above the library; I 
heard great noise and laughing, and I cams 
down to see what was the matter, and the ser- 
vants (Mrs. Voorhies' nurse, the cook, Roberti 
and a sewing-girl) were in Mr. Forrest's dress- 
ing room, standing laughing ; I told them to 
go do>vn stairs ; the Ubrary is in the back 
room ; Mr. and Mrs. Torrest's bedroom was in 
the front ; I was going to put the gas out in 
the library, and Virginia said I must not, as 
there was a gentleman coming there to give 
her a lesson ; then I said I would put out the 
light in Mrs. Forrest's bedroom, and Virginia 
caught me and said I must not go there, aB 
there was a gentleman there ; she said it witt 
young Mr. Willis, and he was going to teach 
her her lessons in the library ; I went down to 
the kitchen, I didn't know Mr. Willis was in 
the house, only from what the servants told 
me ; next morning I saw Mrs. Forrest ; she was 
writing, and I asked her who was the man that 
was locked up in her bedroom for three days 
and three nights, and she said, ** My God, who 
says so ? " I said that all the servants said so ; 
she then told me to go down and tell the ser- 
vants that Mr. N. P. Willis wished his brother 
to go home to New Haven, but that he (the 
brother) desired to spend his Christmas in New 
York ; she also told me that 'Mr, N. P. Willis 
called the dav before, and said that he was 
glad Richard was gone ; Richard was in the 
next room at the time ; she said she was in 
the library with Mr. Willis at the time, and 
Richard Willis was in her bedroom ; Mrs. For- 
rest told me that Mr. Willis said his wife was 
very fond of music, but he did not like her to 
make a fool of herself about it, and that was 
the reason he wished Richard to go to the 
country ; I do not believe Mr. Richard Willis 
came to see Mrs. Forrest ; I asked ^Irs. Forrest 
who made his bed and gave him his breakfast 
in the room, and she said, "never mind;" 
he dined at the table, but breakfasted in the 
bedroom ; Mrs. Forrest and Mrs. Voorliies took 
Mr. Richard Willis out in the carriage with 
them that day; that same evening, Mr. lb- 
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berteon, Mrs. N. P. WiUis, Richard Willis, and 

' Hr. Voorhies were there. 

Q. — ^^w did they spend that night ? A. — 
They were singing and drinking wine ; I was 
in my own room, and I heard loud talking 

: about six o'clock in the morning, and I came 
4own stairs ; I met Mrs. F<irre8t, and I asked 

; her what was all that noLse, and she said, ** We 
heye been sitting up all night amusing our- 

' lelyes ; " that Bobert was gonefor a carriage, 
and that they were going home with Mrs. Wil- 
lis to make an excuse for her being out all 
night ; Mr. Forrest was in Philadelphia at the 
time ; they went out in the carnage with Mrs. 
N. P. Willis, and Mrs. Forreat^md Mrs. Voor- 
hies break&Lsted at Mr. Willis's ; they took 
Richard Willis out with them, but Mrs. For- 

' rest said he did not go to his brother's ; I 
never saw Richard Willis at the house but on 
that occasion ; on one morning in the summer, 
before Mr. and Mrs. Forrest separated, the din- 
ing room was all in confusion, things broke, 
and lying about, and Mrs. Forrest's fan broken ; 
Mr. Raymond, Mrs. Forrest, and Mrs. Voorhies, 
went out somewhere the evening before that ; 
we had no servant then l)ut Mrs. Voorhies' 
nurse and the sewing girl : when I spoke of 
the confusion in the dining rjom, Mrs. Forrest 
said she went to put the gas out and her foot 
slipped, she fell down, and broke the things ; 
Mr. Forrest was not at home at that time ; he 
must have been in Boston ; Mrs. Voorhies 
lived in Great Jones-street ; she always re- 
mained at Mr. Forrest's house in his ab- 
sence ; the carriage that took Mr. Forrest away 
generally brought Mrs. Voorhies to the house ; 
Mr. Forrest never saw Mrs. Voorhies when he 
came back ; Mrs. Forrest knew when he was 
coming, and Mrs. Voorhies then went away ; 
Mr. Raymond was in the habit of coming there 
very frequently, and going out with the ladies ; 
one day Mrs. Forrest expected him ; she dined 
alone; she was going upstairs after dinn(y^; 
she tripped, and she said she sprained her 
ankle; she asked me if I wonld go to the 
druggist's for some liniment, and I did ; when 
I returned, Mr. Raymond was in the parlor ; 
Mrs. Forrest was going to have her foot rubbed, 
and I asked him would he walk into the din- 
ing room; he walked out to the hall while 
Mrs. Forrest's foot was rubbed ; he then went 
into the room ; !Mrs. Forrest was lying on the 
so(£a : she called for hot water, and glasses, and 
brandy ; about ten o'clock rIic rang the bell, 
and desired me to tell the servants to go to 
bed, and said I might go to bed too ; I said, 
"I had better wait up, as you'll not be able to 
walk to bed ;" there was no one in the room 
but Mr. Raymond and Mrs. Forrest at the time ; 
I went upstairs ; I did not go to bed till twelve 
o'clock ; next morning Mrs. Forrest said to me, 
" that wretch," or " that devil," I don't recol- 
lect which, "stayed all night," and that she 
wanted him to stop for breakfast; I asked 
her where did he sleep ? and she said, ** in the 
qpare bed ; " I said there were no bedclothes 
en it ; I asked her what became of the clean 
clothee that came home from tbc wash, and 
which were laid on the bed ; she said she had 



removed them ; she alao told me that Raymond 
caught hold of her petticoat that was lying on 
the bed, and asked her if that was a tin pettik* 
coat (laughter). 

Chief Justice. — A what ? 

Witness. — A tin petticoat ; you know they 
put such a deal of starch in them. (Continued 
laughter.) She said to me that she wished 
him to get his breakfast before he went, and 
wanted to know what she should do ; I said he 
had better go out first, and come back and 
ring the bell ; he did so ; I went into the spare 
bedroom ; the clean clothes were not on the 
bed ; the bed was not at all disturbed ; it was 
a mattress, with a counterpane and pillows, 
but no pillow covers ; Mr. Forrest was not at 
home at that time; I don't know the occasion 
of Mrs. Forrest slipping, but her leg was well 
in the morning. Q. — What do you know of 
Mrs. Forrest being dressed by any gentleman ? 
A. — Mrs. Forrest was goinp; to a ])arty at Mi-s. 
Jjynch's on Saturday evening, and was dress" 
ing; Mr. Raymond came in, and she wanted 
some things from Thompson & Weller's, in 
Broadway, and asked me to ride down witli 
her ; I went up stairs to dress, and* when I 
came down, she had on an exceedingly tight 
velvet dress, which I couldn't fasten, and 
which Mr. Forrest, used to find it difficult to 
fasten ; I asked her who fastened it, and she 
said Mr. Raymond ; I said ''Oh my I how did 
you do itr" !Mr. Knymond then came in the 
carriage with us down Broadway, and stropped 
at his boarding house. 1 did not observe 
anything particular in the carriajre ; it was 
dark. (^. — What do you know of Mr. Granby 
Calcraft r A. — The first time I saw him, Mr. 
Willis brought him to a party at !Mrs. For- 
rest's ; Mr. Forrest was not at home at the time ; 
Mr. Cali'rait came again next day in the fore- 
noon and stayed till five o'clock ; he was in the 
drawing room with Mrs. Forrest all that time ; 
he did not dine there ; dinner was ordered at 
2 o'clock, but they didn't have it till he was 
gone ; ^Irs. Voorhies was there ; Mr. Calcraft 
came almost every day, and when ho diJn't 
come, he sent his ser\'ant with notes and pres- 
ents to Mr«. FoiTCJft — boquets and cigar?. 

Chief Justice. — What r 

Witness. — Cigars — ladies' cigars. 

To ilr. Van Buren. — Mrs. Forrest smokes a 
'little ; they were small, white cigars, tied with 
blue silk; Mrs. Forrest has written to Mr. 
Calcraft ; I took notes on two occasions from 
her to his house, No. 9 Warren street ; I did 
not see him on those occasions ; Mr. Forrest 
did not know of my taking those notes from 
Mrs. Forrest to Capt. Calcraft ; Mr. Forrest 
ordered the servants always to go to bed at 10 ■ 
o'clock when there was no company; Mrs. 
Forrest gave a party and some English noble- 
man came there with Captain Calcraft ; next 
day, or the day following, Capt. Calcraft and 
the P^nglish nobleman, I forgot his name, but 
he was a nephew of Lord Fortescuc, went out 
to look at Fonthill, Mr. Forrest's place in the 
country ; on the nijiiit of that day two gentle- 
iTien were at Mrs. Forrest's* house ; 1 wont to 
bed, and heard the servants %q v^ Vi^^ "as. ^^ 
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umal hoar ; I heard Laughing and talking ; at 
about three o'clock in the morning I heard 
Bome talking, as if in the kitchen ; I generally 
keep my bedroom door open ; I thought aome 
of the servants were up, and I got out of bed, 
and looked down stairs, and presently I saw 
Captain Calcraffc come up with a tray, glasses, 
and bottles, and Mrs. Yoorhies behind him, 
carrying a silver pitcher; Mr. Caloraft went 
into the drawing room with the bottles and 
opened them ; I went to bed again, and I 
awoke about six o'clock in the morning ; Mrs. 
Forrest told me the gentlemen stayed all night, 
and she wished they had stayed a little longer, 
and all could have gone together, as she was 
going down to the boat to send Virginia 
to Bridgeport ; this English nobleman was 
not a friend of Mr. Forrest ; Mr. Forrest was 
not at home at that time ; when Mr. Forrest was 
performing at New York he woidd be at 
rehearsals in the morning, and return for 
dinner at half-past three o'clock. Q. — \\Tien 
he was at home, did either of these gentle- 
men sit up with his wife at night ? A. — No ; 
they would stop with Mr. Forrest perhaps till 
twelve o'clock ; Captain Calcraft would call 
about nine o'clock to see Mr. Forrest after he 
was introduced to him, and stop an hour or so. 
Q. — What were the habits of the house when 
Mr. Forrest was at homer A. — The Servants 
generally went to bed at ten o'clock, and 
the house was perfectly quiet ; I never was 
woke up at night in that way when he was 
at home. Q — What was Mrs. Forrest's habit 
with regsurd to taking wine4 A. — Mrs. Forrest 
was accustomed to drink generously ; . she 
was in the habit of taking, two or three glasses 
of wine at dinner everv day ; I remember 
when Mr. and Mrs. Forrest returned from the 
South; it was the last summer before they 
separated ; Mr. Forrest went back in about a 
week to finish an engagement in Michigan ; 
^Ir. Jamieson called at the house while Mr. 
Forrest was in Michigan; the drawing-room 
windows were shut while he was there ; I 
asked the servant who was there, and he said 
a person named Jamieson, and I said, "Oh 
dear! how foolish!" Mrs. Forrest told me 
afterwards that Jamieson had told her that 
a Mrs. Mossop had been staying at the same 
hotel with Mr. Forrest, and that Mossop, who 
was at another hotel, was a very convenient 
husband ; Jamieson came a second time, and 
I thought it very imprudent for her to see 
him, after what he had been saying to her ; 
one night I was at church ; I came in at the 
basement door, and went up to my room for 
an umbrella to lend a friend who was with 
me : Mrs. Forrest called out, from her bed- 
room door, " Who's there ? " and I said, *'0h, 
it's only me ;" the library door was locked, and 
Robert told me that Captain Calcraft was 
there ; there were four servants present at the 
time he told me ; I don't recollect anything 
peculiar about the library next morning; I 
noticed one day that Mr. Forrest's arm-chair 
was broken; and Mrs. Forrest told me that 
Lawson had broken it; Mr. Forrest was not 
at home at that time ; in January, 1849, Mr. 



and Mrs. Forrest had some diffioil 

Forrest and Virginia went to a £aii^ 

at Mrs. Yoorhies; I went to be4 

Forrest waited up for them ; he iHl 

all the evening ; he seemed to be ^0$ 

ed, and waa walking about and ai|M 

evening; next morning, when Ml 

went to his dressing room, I wenU 

Forrest's bed-room ; I saw she had*^ 

and I asked her what was the 

said they didn't go to bed till six &* 

said Mr. Forrest had something tenji 

head, and she didn't know what wag 

ter with him ; ^hc began telling li 

pleasant evening she had spent atH 

this was on Friday ; on Saturday l 

was making the bed, when Mrs. Foil 

from the library into the bedroom, aa 

the bottom drawer of the bureau iH 

she said, "Oh, good pod ! oh, aiadm 

sister Katten, what a fool you m 

seemed surprised when she opened th 

** Katten " was a name her sisters e 

and sometimes in speaking she ap| 

herself; she said to mc, Forrest has qj 

drawer, and got all my letters ; I ad 

letters, and she said ♦'my correspondi 

my sister, all the time I had bee 

South." I said, "Oh, it isn't mm 

quence, Margaret's letters;" she replia 

is a foolish letter from Jamieson amaii| 

that I didn't wimt Forrest to see; 1 

opened a drawer in a small work tablet 

out two letters, and said, " I am 

didn't get these, for they would havi 

more consequence," and she then tOi 

and put them in the library tire ; I sa 

very foolish to keep old letters ; she t 

up stairs and brought down a bund 

ters, and was burning them till i 

o'clock ; she didn't call the letter 

name, nor say what it was about, at tl 

oi^next Monday Mrs. F. told me tha 

had seen Jamieson's letter, and 

determined on a separation ; I said, *' 

he doesn't mean it, that he only "^ 

frighten you ; " and she said, *'0h 

does — I never saw him so serious ; ' 

after that Mr. Forrest had his breakfa 

library ; Mrs. Forrest breakfasted in t] 

room ; once or twice, when going to 

with Mr. Godwin, or other gentle 

breakfasted in the dining room ; he 

breakfast with her alone ; they slept 

but Mrs. Forrest told mc to leave t 

little from the wall, that she might 

she and Mr. Forrest had no commi 

with one another ; I said she could c 

Forrest if she wished ; Mrs. Forrest i 

she had knelt, prayed, and entreated 

not to expose her, but that he was 6\ 

and she also said that she didn't care i 

with any one but Jamieson ; I made th 

•« if it had been the nobleman r " Wh 

her she could coax Mr. Forrest, she e 

I was as bad as Willis and Calcraft, 

had told her the same thing, and that i 

could coax a man to do anything ; i 

said that Willis told her to be very 



1 to Mr. FoFcestj s)ke s-Uo exid 
hen apeaking of Mr. Forreat'* being 

that " a man can oruih a woman 
; " Mrs, Forreat had Kvci for (ouir 
ji Twoiity- Second atraet, little a 

upper Eermnt ; she cowld not 

library -without Mr. Porreefs pS^- 
sh.13 often R9ked me during that time 

ap coals, and Icaro thatn at tt 
Bor, thirt Eho might bring them i 

rostice — How do yon reconcile that 
emeaC that she could not go into the 

tneas gate a long explanati 
' which Rhe said that Mrs. Forrest 
(unblc herseli' so | she used to tst 
ate letters in to him, and tints; it w[ 
n cxBuae to go into the Khrarv tbi 
I witness to leave the coals at the 
hen nay gentlemen ■B'ere thera, she 
■edto go in, hut not when Mr. Forrcat 
i; this was for nearly three months; 
irrt week or two. Mr?. Forrest waa in 
of cttitjing up Mr. FarrcsL'a htcak.- 
—WhiLt do ;ou know af the manner 
'die went to Mr. Oodwin'fl? A, — I 
• 3ww »ho WM fioitit;. mid nho replied 
[ maner how ; I ihno loid " Sun' 
Wl eainf: to wait ft, at If you wi 
.kffasFrvantf " Stan'tftitl who woulil 
lUior jho went in a eaxtitao or net; I 

ConniRienoewiiald, aaauo not dolt: 
would !HcnJ foe Mr. Godwin, ibi<1 I 
■ Nei, IH lii'A >tnT at home to rimeiTe 
IfotMr. IJiwuon.'"' Mtis, FoimstMkod 
ut next tiinming. as he wai g,oing ic 
>E,.to mU Md. Liwaon that ahc wntit«'I 
(o him ; hi" aakod what ghe wwiteii, 
otd him thnt the wuiced Mr. Luwtan 
w in the momins to Mi. Godwin' , 
1 "I 'U do that;" Mrs. Foite« got 
Mul-Tooni fnrnltore, and che told sii 
Ed' bava snything eke she withod 
t were giving up house I eaid " Whet 
in< of ml!, la 1 eavo up my altiialion 
IriCh tluitn far lite ; " Mn. Fotrext 
' I »pubK to Mr. Fnrieat about it, not 
Clluxaw they were going to separate, 
on that I thou^t they ware golTia to 
•ent to Kir. PaneBt tLad said to him Cltat 
lod they were going to travel ; I aAcd 
would let me stop at the fhrm home 
11; hesaid he would think of it-, 1 
n to him a few days afterward*, and 
le had thought of it. anil he told I 
tuiking of tliin^fl out of the hnuie ; 
I more, and I OAmo out; I mot l/ln. 
th« huil. And ah* Jookeit fiightened ; 
nv, "Yon nved not fear, I have not 
king of yuu, but some one has bcrn 
reatduulahootnie;" she said " Nnver 
i cnnnot oxiicct anything from ) 
It know hfm as long aa you do 
1 mo." Witneaa then Blntod ihoi *he 
Wide with Mm. Forrett, who oom- 
mpiiijj houic in Sistoenlh atreat. 
lat viaitora had Uth. Forrcat In diat 
A,— A ([roal irTHHy g«BtI».iln«o, Bot 



very few ladieA *ilh«d AWf* 

viMied her tliatl never aawbrfntsi tiio fint 
TieitoT trttt Doitat Dew^y i the habll* that I 
spoke of in the house in 'fV<>iity-aiimiiid ulroel, 
of the «etvnBt8 miriiig aaii hnVinit mnn iii>, 
waa cDDtiinied at the hooBe ia Kbcteenth itreet, 
and to a mudh grsatei esicni ; I h»»e known 
gentlCDien there When I rctlrnii nt iwBlTt 
a'clook; ProTesaOF Hlickloy ii>n»i tbiirn itt- 
qnontly ; the gratlemeu med to he drinkiai: 
brandy aud water i a gruat mtmj ai-iitlnnitn 
came anfiwMlt, htttl WMMt allowuil tii r-- 
[he Hoot, a»~ 

fessop Ha.'!!. ■■ ' ' :■ ■' ■' ■ •" 

Kick viaii'-l ■ 
Dkc. V.:- 
Forrest in 
and Miss :'.■■ 

aron-ded. 

Chriatitmi Underwnod wai bkoIb eaUail tn 
the stand, and her diiout caaminatlim oag- 
tinued, 

Cl.^Jan you state the naan at wiy potaca 
who wes in the room of Mr<i, Pnrrn*! 5 A.— 
■profeaSor HarklCy was in ThO lnfliil. 'li rteiSa 






■r, nr>: V."' 



r-wtj 



I J Bp. lUch wna In Ihts ItnUt oC hclna 
Unmv! ItMirfl hi* ^^^cc in Mth. I^.rT*.t.i bod 



li, :.... „... ■ Ih'. 

\mm--.\ ! wciil M bcl una inl.i ihy. i;ifl il rho 
int l>ott«T tn e]ill ma ; the lunjit worn mit ; 
Mr. %iclnir lirrd at Mr. l'eit(-»I'ii hOiiM in 
lUiadc iilrput, iiftBr they went np to Twen^- 
•ocond ilrert : they were ia tho hahit of xc^e 
n great don) of eamjiiuiy !n Iteadn otictC, uta 
would not go to bud till Sari oVJoek in Vhv 
momlnffi 1 twud to bo afraid to go to h«d ftn 
Ihoi iha house would he ant on fire. hU.'Nh- 
eloir niiad ti; 1m lySn^ on t\n> uariivt, and Hn. 
SuHJnir iyiiiK bdilntl tho door ; I know nath- 
Ing of Cnnt. Hoviiu'd'a acuiiidnttmce with tSxf- 



Forroit th«n unt down in th* dtoint; vx 
wrote a iMtnr ; Mr. Porre«t luidBoncti 
hill, *iili KOrni' ircHilMinni- it w... S.it,. 
thiitk, bBpaicn ;'--'■. ■- ' ■• 

tho Post ll. ' 
>, that LI. 
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tbehauie in Sixtecntii street; I koow Capt. 
Blitton, of tlie ship Constitution, used to tamo 
tJlfiro; qusntiticE of wine, "Gaime" brand (ft 
laigo Ix^ihead), used to be sent there; they 
oamo from Capt. Calccaft and " Uncle Johnny." 
ft— ■\Vho'fl iTncle Johnny ? A.— Capt. Brit- 
ton; Mil. VoorhiCE und Mra. Forrest used to 
Dtll him BO ; iln. ForcsBt asked me to taJic a 
noto down to Cant. Britton to the Constitu- 
tiou ; I did k ; I left Mra. Forrest's because I 
«M iQiminl there, ou 2uth November, 1819 ; 
I BOW reside in the same street, a few doors 
^nm that. (I. — Independent of the jtcntlpninn 
you have named, were there others whom you 
did not Icnow r A. — Yes ; Capt. Britton aaniod 
two Hentleincn. 

Mr. O'Couor. — I^t ua have their nompB. 

Chief Justice. — I beg jou to understuud, 
iCeutleinen, tliat you are trying all this amon^ 
fovnclTcs; i navo nothing to do witli it. 
iLaughtci.) 

(J. — ■\Vctc there others whoRC names you 
did not know? A. — I don't know who car.io 
or didn't; I didn't givo myself niurh trouble 
about it; but I found I could not Uvo thoio 
Abylon;;cr; I didn't open the door, a« Mr<>. 
Voorhiei nave itirectinna I should not be 
ftUowfd : Mr. Stevens and another );cntlcman 
auiTcd theio one uii,'ht, and atoyod till half- 
peat one o'eloflc. 



er'a tiiblc. Mr. Van llureu went forward 
Mpcak to her, and Ur. U'Conur made son 
remark. Mr. Vnn Uurcn suid he was n 
speaking to the witness — that he waa addrc* 
ing Miss Forrest. Jlr. O'Connr replied that 
he did not allude to the counsel, but there 
ft person near tlio witness who was not aw 
sel nor a reporter, and he begged that be 
mi:;ht be directed by tlio Court to leave that 

S'lL-n. One or two gentlouien essayed to leave, 
r. Doughertv still sat down, looking stead- 
&Btly at Mr. 'O'Conor. Mr. O'Conor — The 
person I allude to still remains there. The 
Court requested any gentleman who w(i) 
ft counsel or reporter to remove to aomc other 
part of the court. Mr. Dougherty tlien 
removed.] 

The witness wn^ then cross examined. — 1 
am about fifty-eight years of age; it was in "37 
I went to live in lleadc street : Mr. and Mrs, 
Forrest employed me as housekeeper; 1 was 
housekeeper about a year and a haU, but 
remained two years in the house ; I don' 
know who succeeded me as housekeeper; 
understood it was Mrs. Voorhies or Mrs. Leg 
gatt : I don't know which ; my husband, Mi 
Bedford, died in '11 ; I don't remember what 
year I wont to London ; I have a aoa there in 
busiaass, and ho invited me to come: I wae 
left destitute when my husband died ; 1 
returned to get employment with Mrs. Harper; 
Mrs. Harper is now dead ; I was a member or 
Hr. Harper's class from a year after tho death 
of Mr. Bedford until my marriage with Mr. 
Underwood ; I met Mr, Harper erery Wednes- 
day at the cla°s and every Sunday at church | 

aft— tV-~'"1 ■' * ■'v ■--< .ni'Si. ^fqfrom 



Europe, I was again employed by tli 
Forrest was then in Boston ; it was 1 
called me in. Q. — According to 
recollection w-aa it one year and a hk 
years and a half before their o^ 
A. — I think perhapa it was two y« 
half; I was sewing books in It. 
establishment when I was engaged. 
Forrest ; Mrs. F. invited me to dine, t 
ou there; I una as!ted by her toi 
for three months; I i-onsultcd Mr. Hi 
advimd mn to take it, and saidU 
like it, I eould always come back ; at 
of three months. Mis. Forrest made 
atiou permanent ; I said to Mr. Uu 
Mrs. Forrest was n rcry nice lady, fix 
time I thought she waa ; I don't 
spoakinn to Mr. ILurpcr about Mn 
since IS'iO : I (lid not say she was ai 
lady since their si^paration ; I did no 
liim about going to live with Mrs. I 
.Sixtei'iith street, but I told him the 
great deal of inipro[-,ricty tlicre ; I 
eoiiKult Mr. Harper at all ubout goii 

Q.— Did you, durinj:: the ymr 1311 
with Mr. Harper about going to live i 
Forrest > 

A. — I don't remember having dm 
mi)[ht have said to Mr. Uarj:cr that t 
going to separate by mutual (onsenl 
was a ladv 

Mr. O'Conor, — Now, let that lai 
one U enough at a time, at Itast 
(Laughter.) A. — I did not say to M 
ihat Mrs. Forrest was a very good 
consulted him as a friend about goir 
with Mrs. Forrest. 

(J.— Brforo the 1st of May, 1349, 
any difliouhy with Mrs. Forrest? 
sir. 1 first received the ELiidres.-cs of 
derwooci at Mrs. Forrest's, in Twe.n 



I bi^-ai 



■vithh 



brin^i, „ 

norhinjT panicuUr ot^eurred. i rei 
other visitors. Mr. Uaqier snd tin 
called at the time my son wss »i;k ; ; 
elaim from Mr. Forrest to live at 
bpcauBC I waa losing my situation, bu 
Mrs. Forrest told uie I should 1! veand 
if I was a bun>lrcd years old ; Mr. 
answer was, " You huve t^ld tales c 
house ;" I asked hini what it was, an< 
" You have seen Mr. Allen ;" he ga 
other answer; I did not know what 
by that then; it was by the approvt 
Forrest I dsked him; I taid to her, 
lo become of me?" She said," You' 
vided fur, but what's to become of m 
second application to Mr. Forrest wt 
fortnight after the first; Mi^. For 
" Why, he is a stranger to you excep 
me ? You know my family a lon^ ti 
live with me ; while I have a ebiUJ 
share it with you." Q.— When you 
first con venation wilL Mrs. Forrest i 
Toar %pp1ic&lioa to be allowed lo lin 
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I, did she make any objection ? A. — No- 
Dg further than that I should not say any 
DC about their going to separate ; I was to 
r I understood they were going to travel, as 
i house was not ready for them ; I lived in 
Kth avenue before I went to Sixteenth 
eet ; I kept house there ; my son was with 
i at Mrs. Forrest's ; he is nineteen years of 
e ; I was married on the 25 th of November 
Mrs. Forrest's house; I slept alone that 
ght, and the next day went with my hus- 
.ud to Massachusetts ; 1 had mude no prepa- 
tion to leave the house ; Mrs. Forrest had a 
cter from Mr. Goiiwin, and I begged of her 
r God's sike to go to Fonlhill ; and she said, 
You can't go there ? " I said, God woultl 
ke care of me, that I was going to get niar- 
jd (laughter) ; I was very comfortable at 
rs. Forrest s, but Mr. Underwood is a nice 
Bpectable old gentleman, and I thought I 
uld live comfortable wiih him (laughter) : it 
ist have been after Kew Year's day, 1850, 1 
St comtnunioatod anv tliinjr al)Out Mrs. For- 
st, except to two ladies, who knew all about 
four or five years ago. 
Chief Justice — How do you reconcile that 
screpaney by saying these things took place 
iir or five years ago V 

Mr. O'Conor — If your Honor calls her at- 
ntion to discrepancies, I will give up the 
OSS-ex^ mination. 

Q — To whom did you fir?t make the com- 
iiiication except tho:ie two Udies V A. — To 
r. James Lawson ; I umlerstand hiui to be. 
B agent of Mr. Forrest ; I told him in his 
Jce ; 1 went there on private business of my 
rn. 

Q — What was that private business? 
Mr. Van Buren objected. The court con- 
dered it admisMhle. Witness continued. I 
ent to ask Mr. Lawson's opinion about my 
m's boss, who was ^sending him out too much ; 
never had oecasion to ask his opinion before ; 
went to ask him several times about money, 
nd told him I had been obliged to go to the 
»wn-otfice; I had formerly said to him, if 
ioplti^ were honest, and acted upright and 
>Knri;rht, I ^hould not have so much trouble : 
if he asked mc, when 1 went to consult him 
Hit my son, what 1 meant by that exprcs- 
' i that was the way the conversation about 
^<id Mrs. Forrest commenced ; he said he 
not know why the separation took place; 
^ ^aid there was a great deal of blame to 
-^^orrest, that she was very foolish ; I do 
■cicollect all the conversation I had with 
'*«4t day. Q. — Did Mr. Lawson produce 
"^^Oaorandum to you of the circumstances 
^ ^«^ mentioned before ? A. — No,' sir ; 
-**^%vson was very much surprised, and 
^ ^^ouid as soon have suspected an angel 
*^*^Aven as Mrs. Forrest; I did not tell 
more than what 1 have stated at that 
. — Did you at any time after that go 



before any examiner or officer and make a 
statement ? A. — ^Yes, sir, at Mr. Sedsewick's 
house in Irving place ; some one to^ down 
what I said ; I md not Uien sign and swear to 
it ; after my interview with Mr. Lawson, Mr. 
Forrest called on me at my house ; there was 
no one with him ; he came to complain to me 
of Mrs. Forrest's conduct ; he first apologized 
to me after my first interview with Lawson; 
I saw Mr. Forrest before my second interview 
with Lawson; Mr. Forrest apologized for 
treating me with such coolness, when leaving 
Twenty-second street; he then complained 
about Mrs. Forrest, and I asked him if 1 might 
tell Mrs. Forrest what he said, and he said, 
" Yes, every word, but do not tell her I am in 
a passion, for I am not;" I did not tell Mr. 
Forrest any thing, but I said to him that he 
must be mii<taken ; I said it to pacify him, as I 
saw he was very much excited; I was not 
speaking the truth when I told him he was 
mistaken (laughter). Q. — AVhich did you see 
next, Forrest, L-iwson, or Scjdgewick V A. — 
Mr. Lawsort ; he called at my house ; I told 
him what I knew ; he said it would be settled 
privately, and would not be made public ; I 
went some days after to Air. Sedgewick's 
oflice ; IVIr. Forrest called, and told mo to go 
there at one oVlock; he told me that Mrf^. 
Forrest misrepresented me to him, and that 
was the rea^son he treated me so; he said she 
had been poisoning his mind again.st mo for 
the last three months we were in Twenty- 
second street; he did not state any of the 
tilings she had said against mc, but that he 
ha<l found out they were untrue; he did not 
say how he found it out. Q. — Did he ask you 
on that oc(.*asion why you had told him on his 
nr>t interview with you thaf. he was mistaken V 
A. — No. I knew that jVIr. Lawson was Mr. 
Forrest's agent at the time, but he didn't 
allude to it ; 1 was not examined after the in- 
terview at Mr. Sedgewick's; I went to the 
Astor House, but there was no examination 
there ; I never made any statement about this 
matter afrer that interview at Sodgewiisk's ; I 
wad desired to go to the Astor House ; I think 
Mr. Stevens brought me a note ; 1 forget who 
it was from ; there was little in it, only *|como 
to the Astor House at ten o'clock ;" it was 
after I was at Sedgewick's; it was within 
three months after; a gentleman read over 
what I had said at Mr. Sedgewick's, and asked 
me if that was correct ; I said yes, and signed 
it, and swore to it ; I do not know where that 
statement is. 

Mr. O'Conor — Gentlemen, I have given you 
notice to produce that deposition. Will you 
produce it ? 

Mr. Van Buren — We have got a copy of it. 

Witness continued — The statement pro- 
duced was signed by mo on the 28ch February^ 
11850; Mr. Sedgewlek dvl T^nX ^lu^mv^^ xbr^ 
very fuWy ', \ "v^jca \«\^ Vmh ^^'^X ^».\!««\ ^ 



20 



well as I remember I told him all I told here ; 
at the tune I left Mrs. Forrest's to get mar- 
ried, my son, James Bedford, stopped at Mrs. 
Forrest's house, and continued to sleep there 
Tip to February ; he was there when I tohl 
Mr. Forrest and when I told Mr. Lawson 
about Mrs. Forrest ; he was not there at the 
time of my interview with Mr. Seeigewick. 
Q. — How came he to leave ? A. — Because I 
told Mrs. Forrest I had been obliged to tell Mr. 
Forrest many things about her, but that 1 
never saw any man take improper liberties 
with her; Mrs. Forrest then said I could only 
have told him circumstantial evidence, and 
that would go for nothing ; that her counsel 
told her she could have $3,000 a year, and she 
would brave it out ; I took my son away from 
her house of my own accord ; I never visited 
her after that time ; up to that time I was on 
friendly terms with her. Q. — Do you know 
Isabella Sinclair, who is not a siiit'jr or rela- 
lative of this lad/ ? A. — Yes, she is a dress- 
maker ; she was not present during any of my 
convei*sations with Mrs. Forrest; she called at 
my house, and said that perhaps as I was mar- 
ried, I would want some dresses made ; 1 told 
her all the affidavits that were in the newspa- 
pers were true, and that I was sorry I did not 
tell Mr. Lawson all I knew; I never had any 
convcrsaiion with her about the affair before 
that ; Mr. and !Mrs. Forrest left home the dny 
I went to Twenty-second street, and returned 
from the South on the 1st January, 1847 ; they 
were absent two months; I don't remember 
where they next went ; I don't remember that 
Mrs. Forrest was absent again in 1847, except 
that she went to see Mr. Forrest's mother in 
Philadelphia, when she wa? ill; Mr. Forrest 
did not come home with her ; I don't remember 
when he next went away ; he was absent, but 
I can't tell how often he was absent between 
that and 1848 ; he was in the habit of going 
and coming very frequently ; they went off in 
January, '48, and returned about July, '48 ; 
Mr. Forrest went to Detroit after that ; I can't 
remember how many weeks he was away. 
Q. — Except his trip to Detroit, was he any 
where between that and January, '49 ? A. — 
Yes, he was in Philadelphia and Boston or 
Baltimore ; I can't remember which. Q. — 
Aftier this dispute in January, '49, did Mr. 
Forrest go any where between that and May, 
'49 ? A.— No, not that I remember; he may 
have gone to Fon thill ; but I do not remember 
that he was out of the house one night ; I did 
not notice any alteration in Mr. Forrest's tem- 
per until aft«r the dispute ; after that he was 
■very unhappy. Q. — Did Mr. Forrest, before 
this dispute in January, ever take his breakfast 
in the library? A. — ^Never; he generally 
took his breakfast before that in the dining 
room. Q. — Did Mrs. Forrest uniformly attend 
on him with his breakfast in the library ? A.— 
^0^ not at first ; Robert used to attend on 



him ; I do not remember her giviii| 
breakfast before Ist January ; he alu 
down to his breakfast ; Mrs. Forrest 
sewing-girl attended to Mr. Forreftfi 
she has alwavs done that as lon^ i 
known her ; Mrs. Forrest made up h 
for the theatre always. Q. — Then 
thing that you remarked different. 
1st of January, was her giving him i 
fast in the library ? A. — And her b 
hibited, as it seemed to me, from gi 
the library ; she was in the library 
was out; she was always in it pre 
January, 1849 ; the family dined in tl 
room ; it is on the ffrst floor ; I did 
with them ; I was not present at dinn< 
How do you know Mrs. Forrest dranl 
dinner? A. — I have seen the gli 
wine on the table. Q. — Have you c 
her take a glass of wine at dinner? 
sir, perhaps not. Q. — You say Mrs 
smoked cigars ; have you ever seen hei 
A. — Yes, twice ; once in the ^rdc 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawson and Mr. Forr 
there ; 1 don't know what kind of I 
was ; I didn't see it ; I saw the smob 
over her he«d, and I afterwanls ask 
she did that for, and was it to annoy U 
son; I don't remember her answer, 
laughed; I don't know what year it ^ 
second time I saw her smoke was in 
den also ; I think Mr. Wykoff* and '. 
rest were there ; I did not see the 
did not eee the smoke either, that li: 
Forrest and Wykoff* were also smokii 
not ask her any thing about smo\ 
time ; I saw her throw something oi 
hand. 

Q. — Now, Madam, at any time, did 
see a cijiar in Mrs. Forrest's mouth ? 

A. — No sir, but I took plenty in at 
Mr. Forrest smoked ; his cigars were 
from those that were sent to Mrs. Fo 

Q. — Did you ever see Mr. Willi* 
Forrest's, in London ? A. — No, I oi 
that from what Mrs. Forrest told me 
don. Q. — Were the visits of Mr. 
Mrs. Forrest in Twenty-second str« 
the first of January, '49 ? A. — ^I n( 
Mr. Willis until 1 went to live thei 
witness here described the house in 
second street. There is a dining roo: 
end of the hall ; up stairs there are foi 
and a bath room ; one of these is the 
it is in the rear ; the next room toiiv 
front is Mrs. Forrest's bed-room, and 
cupies the whole of that side of the ho 
spare bed-room was in front, and comoi 
wit)i the hall ; it did not communicate 
bed-room ; there was also another sp 
room, which was used as Mr. Forrest 
ing room ; when there was no invited < 
in the house, Mr. Forrest's rule was 
servants were to go to bed at ten o'< 
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)Te, the waiter was kept up ; the cook 
ait up if her services were required ; 
uniformly was for t^e rest of the ser- 
go to bed at ten ; I usually went to mj 
ten ; I had care of the library ; I was 
3 when there was company ; he always 
is friends welcome and comfortable 
ay called on him ; his company were 
f gentlemen ; no ladies called on Mr. 

ladies called on Mrs. Forrest, but it 
3m, and only three or four ; they were 
His, Mrs. Godwin, Mrs. Bryant, Miss 
Liss Lynch, and Mrs. L. Bach ; during 
e time Mr. Forrest had ladies to din- 
>ace ; ladies may have dropped in and 
to dinner ; he had male company very 
e or two at a time ; it was very seldom 
ivited company to dinner except when 
> came to town ; on one occasion he 
or five gentlemen to dinner ; on Sun- 
siially had company ; I have gone to 
left iiim and his company up ; they 
,ve remained there till twelve or one 

Q. — Mij^ht it not be till three or four 
for all vou know? A. — It mi-jbt, if 
Test was a person of that kind; but he 
ept good hours ; there wore four win- 
h blinds in the drawing room ; they 
the back of the house ; there was no 
>de of getting lipht into it; they were 
with blinds outride ; there were no 
or blinds inside ; as a general ride the 
ere kept halC open. (J. — How was it 
npany were there ? A. — Thoy never 
h cofiJ[;any i:i the drawing-room. Q. 
you say Mr. Willis was in the draw- 
V A. — Yes ; I do not call him 
; (l.uipjl'.ter) the leaves of the window 
I ; there was no rule in that house that 
louJd J>a^M up and down stairs while 
ry door wiis open. Q. — Do you not 
It Mr. Forrest did not wisli to be dis- 
I the librarv, and gave orders that no 
Id puss uf) and down stairs, and that 
he (ioor 0[)en would be notice thut 
lere ? A. — No, I never heard so ; I 
now that; tlie servants could not speak 
orrest withoiit Mrs. Forrest first ask- 
; jVIrs. Voorhies told me she was 
to Mr. Voorhies ; I saw her child 
was l)orn,and since; it is still living; 
ition of ^Ir. and Mrs. Voorhies to 
as in 1817 ; Mrs. Forrest told me that 
t was coming to d inner, and ihat l)i\ 
1 Dr. Wain Wright had interfered for 
iliation between Mr. Forrest and Mar- 
lere was no one to dinner but the 
. Gray nor Dr. Wainwright was not 
never saw them at the house ; Mr. 
lame down to dinner when the bell 
d went up iumiediately after dinner. 
)id you mean to say when Mrs. For- 
e up stairs one day flushed and flurried, 
1 supposed anything improper had 



taken place between her and Mr. Willis ? A. 
— No, but I supposed he had kissed her. 

Q. — Don't you think that improper ? A. — 
Well, if she bad respect for herself— 

Q. — Don't you think it improper ? A. — 
Well, there's no harip in a kiss. (Laughter.) 
I did not speak to her about it, but I thought 
of it at the time. Q> — Did you no: think it im- 
proper that a gentleman should kiss her 
shoulder ? A. — I thought it very foolish ; I 
thought she spoke very giddy and foolish about 
WiUis in Loudon, and I thought her xery 
much alterecl. Q. — Did you not, with the ex- 
ception of that foolish talk, consider that her 
deportment was lady-like ? A. — I lived four 
miles away from her ; I did not tell Mr. Harper 
about her conduct when I said she was a very 
nice lad V ; I forgot all about it at that time ; 1 
heard that Mr. Willis was ill while he was in 
London, but that was before I went there ; I 
did teil Mr. Harper t&at Mrs. Forrest was a 
very nice lady ; I thought very highly of Mr. 
Forrest, and I went to take care of his house 
for three months, while thoy wore travelling; 
it was in Dec, 1848, that ]\ir. llicbard Willis 
was in the house. Q. — Do }ou know, of your 
own knowledge, that he was there for three 
days and three nights ? A. — I told Mrs. For- 
rest that the servants said there was a gentle- 
man was in the house, and ^lie told me it was 
Mr. Richard Willis ; I saw him cross the hall 
to tht» library with Virginia ; I saw him go 
away the next morning with Mrs. Forr<'Stand 
Mrs. Willis; Richard Willis did not come to 
see Mrs. Forrest ; 1 fa'.v him pay great atten- 
tion to Mrs. Voorhie* ; Alary (Mrs. Voorhies' 
nurse) told me of his being in the house three 
days and three ni^hta ; J brought down Fome 
breakfast things that morning from Mrs. For- 
rest's bed-room ; I thcughi they were Mrs. 
Voorhies', biu ilie servants buihed at me, and 
at night they asked nie where 1 got them ; I 
do not know myself whose breakfast things 
they were ; Mrs. Forrest, idrs. Voorhies, and 
Virginia breakiasted in the dining-room ; Mr. 
Richard Willis went v.ith the ladies in the 
carriage in the morning ; he did not return 
with them, bat was there in the evening, and 
^'at up all that night ; that is the night Mr. Ib- 
botson was there ; I don't know what other 
company were there ; I went to bed ; Mrs. 
Voorhies, Mrs. Fonest, Mrs. N. P. Willis, and 
Richard Willis, and Ibbotson were there; 
thev went away at G o'clock in the niorning to 
take Mrs. N. V. Willis home ; Richard Willis 
dined there again that evening and v/ent away 
that night; the boy took his carpet-bag up to 
the stage for lum ; I have not seen N. P. Willis 
much with j\Ir. Forrest ; he went with lilr.and 
Mrs. Forrest to Fonthill, and she was the ar- 
chitect that planned it and laid out the grounds. 
[The witness's testimony was here, as well as 
in several other instances, unintelligible, wan- 
dering and irrelevant'\ Bi^xA^ ^swV -m^^Kt 
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were brought in when gentlemen were there ; 
I have seen Mrs. Forrest drink brandy and 
water ; I have gone down stairs for water and 
suxed it for her, and stood by when she drank 
it ; she has asked me to take some, and I said 
no; there was no one present but myself when 
she brank it ; she generally drank two glasses 
of wine in the morning, about one o'clock, 
before she went out ; I have seen her drink 
two gjasses of wine very often ; more than six 
times; it was sherry wine; she would have 
some cake with it ; there was no one present ; 
she used to say sometimes she was cold, and 
took the wine to warm her ; the first time I 
saw Mr. Raymond, I think, was the first sum- 
mer I was there ; I saw him often, but did not 
know him, nor should have known him but for 
circumstances. Q. — Did you ever know Miss 
Raymond, his sister, to stop there? A. — I 
never saw Miss Raymond ; she never was in 
the house while I was there ; I carried two 
notes to Capt. Cidcraft from Mrs. Forrest ; I 
never carried any others to him : I carried 
notes from her to Mr. Raymond. 

Q. — The evening that you say the English 
nobleman was there, you say you saw Mr. 
Calcrafc go into the cellar and bring up wine ? 
A. — No ; I did not see him go into the cellar ; 
it is a spiral staircase, an^l I could see him 
from the very jrarret come up with the glasses 
and bottles; Mr. Raymontl was not there; 
the sewing girj was a stupid, foolish looking 
girl; Mrs. Forrest used to say she was half 
witted, and Mr, Forrest said ^hc was a fool. 
Q. — When Mrs. Forrest mentioned about be- 
ing spoken of with Jamicson, and you said if 
it had been that English nobleman, what was 
her reply ? A. — She said, ** To be spoken of 
with such a thing as Jainieson !" and when I 
said, " If it had been that English nobleman," 
she said, " Or any one but Jamieson." Q. — 
Why did you suggest the English nobleman ? 
A. — Because he was a very handsome man — 
(laughter) — and so he was; I have never 
said to any living being since the separation 
ihat it was all ^e fault of Mr. F., and tnat 
Mrs. Forrest was a very correct lady ; I have 
spoken to a Mrs. Longstreet ; she is the land- 
lady of Mrs. Forrest's house in Sixteenth street; 
I never spoke to her but twice ; it was after 
the separation. Q. — Did you not speak favor- 
ably of Mrs. Forrest to her. A. — She asked 
me was I Mrs. Forrest's mother, and I said 
no ; she then said Mrs. Forrest seemed a very 
nice latly, and I said she was ; she then asked 
me who were all those gentlemen with the 
hairy faces that were coming to see her, and 
if any of them was ^Mr. Forrest ; I replied not, 
that Mr. Forrest did not come there; she 
asked " What is he like ?" and said " I would 
give the world to see him." I replied that she 
might see him ; I have a daughter named Mrs. 
Bnnn ; I have spoken very little to my daugh- 
ter about Mrs. Forrest, because she bebngs 



to one of the theatres (Brougham's), 

did not think it right ; 1 never spok* 

about it until Mrs.J?orrest gave me lilN 

do so. Mrs. Forrest said she ought to 1 

and the public ought to hear it ; I api 

my daughter about it in 1849, before 

Lawson ; she had heard the rumon 

asked me if Mr. and Mrs. Forrest wen 

to separate, and I said " yes, by mntni 

sent." Q. — Did you speak favorably t 

daughter of Mrs. Forrest in 1849, wha 

were going to separate ? A. — I told 

was all Mrs. Forrest's Own fault. Q 

you not after the separation was ppokei 

the year 1849, speak very favorably t 

Forrest to your daughter, Mrs. Dunn ? 

No, sir, 1 did not; I did not speal 

favorably of Mrs. Forrest to Mr. Under 

family before my marriage ; 1 told the 

truth. Q — Have you not been cal 

since the separation by Mr. Andrew St 

A. — lie called twioe. <i. — AVas it abo 

business ? A. — He called once about i 

going into a company. I saw Professor 

ley sometimes twice and three times a 

at Mrs. Forrest's ; he came on a Saturc 

fore the house was furnished, and he sa 

wooden box with Mrs. Forrest : Mrs. H 

called once, Mrs. Forrest was not in, ai 

never called again ; Doctor Rich was 

very often, though 1 never saw him ; 1 

the servants say when the bell was mr 

the door opened, there's Doctor Rich ; I 

saw Mrs Rich there ; j-he was there one 

ing to tea ; I know that by the servai 

opened the door ; T saw Doctor Dewey 

not very often ; I saw a ]Miss Dewe] 

after I was married; i don't know tl 

was Doctor Dewey's daughter; I never sa 

Britton, the wife of " Uncle Johnny," 

1 saw her once with her daughter in 

riage at the door in Twenty-second strc 

Mrs. Forrest told me to tell her she y 

at home ; Captain Briiton was not mnc 

acquaintance of Mr Forrest ; I undcrsta 

acquaintance with Captain Britton 

menced by their crossing the Atlanti 

him ; I understood that Mrs. Forrest's 

was one of the choristers of Trinity C 

and that she was making application f< 

Forrest to become one. CJ. — Why d 

not go home to your husband's house t 

evening of your marriage ? A. — B 

he did not wish his family to know it ; 

a daughter that was opposed to his mar 

he is 74 years of age ; I do not know 

De Forrest ; I never spoke to him aboi 

Forrest, because I don't know him ; tl 

Stevens I spoke of as supping with a j 

man at Mrs. Forrest's one evening, and 

ping until one o'clock, is Mr. Andrew St 

I don't know who the gentleman was th 

with him ; he was a singer, and came 1 

with Mrs. Voorhies; among the ladie 
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Tisited Mrs. Forrest in Twenty-second street 
ma Mrs. N. P. Willis ; she and her husband 
Tety seldom came together ; I have not been 
TBry busy in huntinor up witnesses for this 
ease ; I have too much to attend to at home ; 
I called on Lavinia, a colored cook, "whom I 
had recommended to Mrs. Forrest, to ask her 
if there were any debts due and left unpaid 
hy Mrs. Forrest in the neighborhood. I 
called on her at Mr. Forrest's request. Q* — 
What did he pay you for that trouble ? A. — 
Nothing; I would do twenty, a thousand times 
as much for him ; he was not in the habit of 
speaking to me in his own house ; but if I met 
lum in Broadway he would salute me ; if I 
aaked him a question, lie would answer me ; 
but it was very seldom I spoke to him unless 1 
was sent with a message to him by Mrs. For- 
rest ; I was on friendly terms with Mrs. For- 
rest. Q. — If you were friendly to Mrs. For- 
rest, how came you to tell these thin<;s to Mr. 
LawBon. A. — ^Iq justice to Mr. Forrest ; 
irhen I went down to Mr. Lawson it was not 
with the intention of telling him about this. 
Q. — If Lawson had not ingeniously drawn 
the information from you, your sense of jus- 
tice would not have induced you to tell these 
things ? A. — I don't know that ; ^the man 
who came home with me from church one 
evening in the rain, was a friend of ^Ir. Howes, 
our baker, and Miss Howes asked him to 
come home with me ; I lent him an umbrella, a? 
it was raining. Q. — Difl you ever get it back. 
A. — Yes, but I lent an umbrella once to a 
gentleman, and he never had the manners to 
return it (Loud laughter.) 

Re-examined by Mr. Van Buren. — One of 
those two ladies to whom I communicated 
these circumstances is Mrs. Lent, and I be- 
lieve she is in court ; when I spoke to Mrs. 
Forrest about what I had been obliged to tulK 
I did not tell her the particulars ; but I said 
I had been obliged to tell a great maiiv of bo: 
improprieties. 

Mr. Van Buren. — Did she deuv them at 
the time. 

Mr. 0*Conor.— I object to that. The wit- 
ness says she did not tell her the particulars. 

Witness continued to state, as she did in 
her direct examination, that she told ]Mrs. For- 
rest that she had never seen any man take 
any liberties with her, or any thing criminal 
cm her part; and Mrs. Forrest's reply was 
that she could only give circumstantial evi- 
dence, and that her counsel told her she 
would get S3,000 a year, &c. There is a 

r'azza at the windows in the drawing room ; 
fbi^et whether there is a roof to it ; in my 
conversation with Lawson, I told him that 
Mrs. Forrest had Icil me without money, 
and desired me to come to him ; but he said 
lie would not give it ; he had plenty of money 
of Mr. Forrest's, but he had no directions to 
give me any; I told him that I had been 



oblijged to go to the pawnbroker's, and he said 
" My God, I did not think you had been so 
badly off as that," and he gave me $10, and 
wrote to Mr. Forrest, who immediately sent 
me an order for $50, and $200 for the butcher 
— that's all. Please, may I go. (Laughter.) 
The ezaounation of this witness, which was 
now concluded, occupied the court nearly two 
days. 

Saturday, Dec. 20. — Henrietta Forrest 
being sworn, deposed — I am a sister of Edwin 
Forrest. I reside in Philadelphia, at 141 
North Tenth street ; my brother owns it at 
present ; the family consisted of two sisters 
and myself prior to 1841) ; my mother is dead 
since 1847 ; she lived in the same place twen- 
ty-five years ; my brother was born in Phila- 
delphia ; he resided there till he was fifteen ; 
he then went south, travelling about; his 
home was with us, going and coming continu- 
ally ; after his marriage his home was in New 
York ; be lore his marriage he had no other 
home than Philadelphia ; his separation from 
his wife was in the beginning of '49 ; after the 
separation, he came to our house. Tenth 
street, Philadelphia, to reside; it was about 
June ; he had a bed-room and library, and 
his clothes were kept in Philadelphia at that 
time ; he was there about three weeks ; the 
first day he came, he said at the dinner table 
— *' Now, this is my honu' — 1 havt! no other," 
When he left home he merely took such doth- 
inor as he would want — the remainder ho left at 
home ; afror that he did not move away from 
u."», or change his home ; he would return to 
New Yoik occasionally, when business iH5- 
quired. I liave heard of the building at Font- 
hill, but have never been there ; so far as 1 
know, neither of my sisters has ever been 
there. 

llobert Garvin, deposed — I rc&ideat 16<5 
Twenty-second st. I came from Ireland in 
June, 1848; went to live with Mr. Kdwin 
Forrest after I came here. It was ^Irs. Forrest 
who employed me; it was in the mcininsr I 
went there ; some days after I wns ciijiiiged I 
was told to come. I stayed at tht* bouse for 
eight months, till the following ]March. I left 
by reason of ]\Irs. Forrest saying to me ihat 
Mr. Forrest was going to break up house- 
keeping. 

Q. While you were living tlicrc, was For- 
rest much away from home V 

A. Three or four times ; when lie was at 
home, the usual time for shutting un the house 
was between ten and eleven o'doct. 

Q. What do you know of Captain Calcral't 
being there ? 

A. 1 noticed him coming there frequently 
to see Mrs. Forrest. Several times he came 
there and went into the library to Mi-:*. For- 
rest. Forrest was not at home at these times ; 
he was away on profesMonal buvincts ; when I 
went into the room they were sitting together. 
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■Q- Was anything taken into the room bj 
you? 

A. Yes, some whiskey (laughter) and 
\vine8. I remember Captain Calcraffi dining 
there on one occasion ; he came in the morn- 
ing about 12 o'clock ; he went to the library ; 
Forrest was not at home ; he Eaw Mrs. For- 
rest, and remained there that day. I waited 
on the table. Captain Calcraft dined there 
tiiat day with Mrs. Forrest, and I think her 
sister Virginia ; there was drink for dinner. 
Mrs. Forrest and Calcralc took wine ; she pien- 
crally drank wine at dinner; when they came 
down from the library to dinner they both 
seemed the worse for drink; I considered 
Mrs. Forrcfl a nice carver generally, but 
there was a chicken before her and she could 
scarcely carve it ; I asked Mrs. Forrest should 
T light llie ga?, or I rather was going to light ir, 
as I gonerally did for dinner, and she said I 
need not mind ; after dinner 1 went to the 
kitcLcn ; no one told me to go there. I re- 
turned to the dininjj room afterwards to light 
thfj gas. I (lid not go in ; the door was fasten- 
ed ; when I v>'enT; out of the room I left Cai)t. 
Calcraft and Mrs. Fori est alone in the room. 
X returned immediately, in about five or ten 
minutes, froui tiie kitchen. 1 tried the handle 
of the door leading into the hall, and found it 
fast. I lighted the gas in the hall ; in ten min- 
utes aft(?r I returnc<l again, and entered the 
dining room by the paniry or side closet door. 
I entered tlie pnntjy passage from the front 
hall, and tii- ii into the room ; Mrs. Forrest 
and CHprain Cah-rafc were thei-e. IVIrs. For- 
rest was sitting on Cai)Uiin Calcrafi's knee, 
with one arm lea' ting on his shoulder, and the 
other av^ross his breast rather. 

(i. AVhat wai the condition of her dress ? 

A. j^otliing that I could pass any observa- 
tion on ; I turned immediately ; Mi s. Forrest 
reproved me, and said I should have knoeked 
at the door when entering; Calcraft and Mrs. 
Forrest went up to the library some minutes 
after. I went to bed leaving them there ; rec- 
ollect jMrs. Bedford speaking of Calcraft being 
there ; I have no recollection what time it 
was; he was in the library at the time Mrs. 
Bedlbrd spoke of. 

Q. Wliat do you know of Richard Willis 
being there ? 

A. 1 have known llichard Willis to fre- 
quent that house irequcntly ; recollect on one 
occasion he was there for three niirhts and 
three days ; Forrest was not at home at that 
time ; Kichard Willis occupied the front spare 
bed-room ; there was no other waiter in the 
house but me ; I did not serve him with 
breakfast; served the family with breakfast; 
liichard Willis was not present; I knew of 
his being in tiie house after he had been there 
one day and one night ; 1 do not know who 
served his breakfast for him ; saw Willis there ; 
saw him come '^ut of this spare room one 



morning to get some water ; he was in his 
shirt and pantaloons ; never saw him then 
when Forrest was at home, that I recollect 

Q. Are you able to say whether Forreit 
knew Richard Willis ? 

A. Yes, sir, I am ; Mr. Forrest never . 
knew the man ; I remember Mrs. Forrest|1 
Mrs. N. P. Willis, Richard Willis, Ibbotwn,- 
and Mrs. Voorhies, sitting up all night ; don't. 
know what they were doing all night ; knov 
of N. P. Willis coming there frequently withr 
out his wife ; he saw Mrs. Forrest on those 
o>M?asions usually in the drawing room; the 
room was in the ordinary condition ; the 
blinds were shut up with the exception of one 
part, which was open : saw it open ; I was on 
the back piazza ; saw K. P. AV illis and Mn. 
Forrest iu the room ; they were sitting on the 
sofa. 

Q. In what condition ? 

A. Called laying on e.ich other ; they re- 
mained there from half an hour to an hour; 
Forrest was not id home ; I went into the 
room after; noticed bome Lair pins and an 
elastic garter in the room; they were not 
there when I dusted the drawing room in the 
morning; knew nothing about Jameison more 
than his oallins: and laakin'; a visit in the fdil: 
remember seeing him oijce or twice; he 
saw Mrs. Forrest in the drawing room ; no- 
body else was with them; cannot say how 
long he was there ; I know W^ykoft'; remem- 
ber his being there; I was going to bed and 
saw him and ]\Irs. F. skip and play around 
the dining room and front hall ; and, to the 
best of my recollection, heard him kiss her; 
he had come in vnth Mrs. F. from the opera; 
do not know how they cnme — whether they 
came in a carriage, or otherwise ; I know of 
Mr. Forrest's chair being bioken; noticed it 
being broken one morning after Captain Cal- 
craft had bten there the night before ; it waa 
a chair that i'alls back and opens out, with a 
place to rest the feet on ; Calcraft was there 
with Mrs. Forrest alone; I went into the 
room after breakfast ; I had seen the chair 
whole a few days previously ; In January, 
1849, 1 heard a controversy between Mr. and 
Mrs. Forrest ; understood Mrs. Forrest had 
be<in at a party at Airs. Voorhies' — a fare- 
well party given by Jklr. Voorhies on going to 
California, i believe; Mrs. Forrest leturued 
between one and two o'clock, or thereal)0ut8 ; 
Forrest was in the library ; he was there the 
whole evening ; I do not know what he was 
doing; saw him when I was going to "bed ; I 
was not up there ; Mrs. Bedford said he was 
there ; 1 brought up a pitcher of hot water to 
the library door, and went down again for my 
candle and returned immediately ; the door 
was partly open, and I saw Mr. and Mrs. F, in 
the library ; I heard loud and angry wonls ; I 
stopped for a moment and heard, distinctly 
heard Mrs. F. strike her hand on the table 
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— " It's a lie ! it*s a lie ! " or words to 

ct ; I do not recollect any other words ; 

i to bed. 

lYhat do you know about Mrs. Forrest 

r on other occasions ? 

. usually took in things when com- 

lled ; they would take a glass of wine 

kVbat do you know of any other drink 
• cold V 

have nothing particular to say 
b ; prior to the time I speak of I had 
leard any angry words ; never made 
at efforts to see what was going on ; 
of doing so one day but gave it up, as 
ds were closed ; live with my brother, 

West Twenty-second street ; am not 
lace now by reason of my attendance 
ved last with a Mr. A. Soaton, at a 
lalled Throzj^'s Neck, Westchester 

was with him part of the last sum- 
'lieve he is President of the Sun In- 
Company, on the corner of Wall and 

streets ; lefc because the family cam^ 
d at the New York Hotel ; know of 
id (Samuel M. Raymond) (.'omiiig 
equently when Mr. F. was away ; 1 
ay he was there more during Mr. F.'s 
; it was the same with the other gen- 

on one evening, about ten o'clock, I 
s Raymond and Mrs. Voorhies lying 
iarpet. [Here the witness's testimony 
for publication.] Mr. Forrest was ab- 
ihe time ; I returned into the pantry ; 
asked m\\ " What do you want, Rob- 
I said 1 wanted to shut up the v% in- 
then retireil to bed ; Icfc Raymond 
id Mi-s. V. ; Mrs. F. and Calcrafc were 
e library at that time, 
•examined. — Q. What is your age ? 

don't ri*>hlly know, sir. 
Vbout what V 

Jet ween 20 and 30. (Lauuhter.) I 
e information to a lawyer; Mr. Sedgc- 
i-ving Place; I went there at tlic re- 
' Andrew Stevens ; he called on me at 
de Dion's, No. 4 Depeau Row; he 
n me once or twice belbre I went to 
Lck's ; I can't say if his lirst call was 
. fortnight before I went to Sedge- 
it was within a month ; I did not tell 
r of my story before I went to Sedge- 
he called on me in reference to this 

he asked me to be a witness as to the 
f Forrest ; he said he was going to 
did not ask, and he did not tell me 
r ; I was not willing to go ; I was very 
g to go ; he said by the rights of the law 
TO ; he ii>ay have seen me five or six 
lough I did'nt see him (laughter) ; I 
see Mrs. Underwood before 1 went to 
ck's; Forrest called on me and re- 
me to go to Sedgewick's ; I did not tell 

anything to the prejudice of Mrs. 



Forrest ; I don't remember any other wUneas 
being there ; Lawson was there : I think Ste- 
vens was. there; I am not sure; Lawson 
had not called chi me before I went to Sedge- 
wick's. 

Q. Except what you may have said in the 
kitchen, did you ever say anything before 
that to the prejudice of Mrs. Forrest V 

A. I do not recollect speaking of it to any 
acquaintance ; I think SedgewicK took down 
what I said ; I believe I told him this story 
that I have told now, about N. P. Willis lying 
on the sofa with Mrs. Forrest ; I was examinea 
again some months after, or some time afler ; 
I think it was at the Astor House, before 
an oilicer who swore me to what I said ; I 
signed my statement there; I was not exam- 
ined afresh, but tlie statement I had given Mr. 
Sedgewick was read over to me. [Statement 
produced. Witness identified it.] It was 
dated 28th Ffb, 1850; I have been out of ser- 
vice since I left Mr. Seaton ; I lefc him the 
first of the present month; Captain Calcraft 
used to come once or twice a V7eek ; he saw 
Forrest once, only once, ] believe ; he met 
Forrest in the library; 1 don't recollect 
whether Captain Calcraft called on Sundays 
or not ; he stayed part of the evening with 
Forrest the time 1 speak of; he left before I 
went to bed. There was an English nobleman, 
Lawson, and some other gentlt^men there al- 
so ; I don't rt^menibcr the English nobleman's 
name ; I can't say that it was Fortescuc ; he 
came over from Englan-l, and Mrs. Forrest 
said she wi>hed to introduce him to Forrest ; 
there were no ladies xhive ; Mrs. Forrest went 
in there occ^sionaliy ; she was in the dining 
room or drawing room ; I don't recollect that 
^he had any company exooi)t her sister Vir- 
p'nia; I can*t say that Captain Calcraft dined 
there more than once; he may have dined 
thj-re twice, but can't reniembci' my attending 
on him more than once; on that occasion I 
niean to s;j)' he came in the lorenccn and re- 
maiiiod all day, dined ther**, and remained 
there until I went to bed ; Mrs. Voorhies did 
not dine there that day ; 1 think Virginia did 
not dine there. 

Q. When you tried the door on first 
coming up, why did you not go through the 
|)antry ? 

A. Mrs. F. asked me what I wanted ; 1 
said to lij^ht the gas, and she said she would 
light it herself; I can't sav what kind of a 
door it was ; when Mr. F. was at home he 
usually sat in the library ; when at home in 
the evening, he sat in the library, and when 
be had company he generally entertained 
them there ; there was a closet adjoining the 
library, in which liquors were kept ; when 
Mr. F. had company, it was the practice, after 
a little entertainment, to go up to tho library; 
Mr. F. had company frequently to dinner ; he 
may have had some ladies ono.^ ^x \?iC>Rfc\"V 
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can't remember ivho they were ; after he and 
his companj retired up to the library, they 
had wine occasionally ; he generally had some 
gentlemen to dinner with him on Sundays; 
did not always stay np till the company went ; 
I did not generally stay up. 

Mr. 0*(S)nor. — Robert, why did you smile ? 

Witness. — ^It is because you ask me the 
same questions so often. (Ijaughter.) It is no 
harm to smile. Mr. Stevens is one of the 
sentlemen who used to dine on Sundays with 
Mr. F. ; Mr. Lawson, his agent, used to dine 
also ; Thomas N. Carr dined there, but not so 
frequently as Mr. Sterens ; they used to pass 
their time reading, drinking and smoking 
cigars ; the Calcran affair was in December, 
1848 ; I saw Richard Willis next after the 
time 1 saw him come out to get water, on the 
second morning afterwards, when he was leav- 
ing the house ] the way I knew he was there 
was, I was in the habit of washing up my dinner 
and breakfast things after the family mealed 
with me in the breakfast room, and a fresh set 
of breakfast things used to come down, and 
then I knew they were from the man I 
had seen in his shirt; Mrs. Bedford, I 
believe, brought them down to the kitchen, or 
I may have got them in the dining room ; I 
saw him (Richard Willis) go out of the house 
on the second morning after ; I think I saw 
him the second morning ; ho came down to 
breakfast publicly when the servants knew he 
was in the house ; I remember asking the ser- 
vants where these things came from, and then 
seeing Mr. Richard Willis next morning, I 
knew ; the firbt morning I saw liichard Wil- 
lis, the family breakfasted in the dining room ; 
I don't recollect that he breakfasted with the 
family that morning; I don't recollect whether 
he dined with the family or not that day ; I 
don't recollect seeing him that night ; I can't 
give a decided answer whether 1 saw or heard 
him that night. 

Q. On that day that you saw Willis in his 
shirt and pantaloons, did vou carry down the 
breakfast thin^ from the tamily ? 

A. I did; I can't recollect that I carried 
down the dinner things ; I don't recollect that 
I carried down any second set of breakfast 
things that day ; I don't recollect distinctly if 
the family breakfasted in the dining room that 
day; they always dined there; I can't recol- 
lect carrying down any second set of break- 
fast or dinner things on the second day Rich- 
ard Willis was there ; I saw him coming down 
the steps of the house on the second morning; 
he came back again that day ; I don't recol- 
lect whether it was before or after dinner ; he 
stopped there that night ; Mrs. Forrest made 
him stop; I heard the servants say so; 
I did not see him or hear him in the house 
that night that I can recollect; I can't say, 
of my own knowledge, that he was in the 
honse the three nights, but I saw him there 



that one morning ; but Mrs. Bedford (Unde^ 
wood) said he was. 

I saw him come to the honse on the secaod 
evening in the carriage with Mrs. Forrest ;& 
was in the dusk of tne evening; I did aot 
see him go away that night ; the time Mrs. K 
P. Willis, Mrs. Voorhies, Richard WUlia and 
Mr. Ibbotson were there, I went to bed a^ 
left them up ; Raymond was not there ; I mr 
Mrs. Forrest and Mrs. Willis, and Richflri 
and Mrs. Voorhies next morning ; I did Ml 
see Air. Ibbotson ; I was sent for a caniine 
to take Mrs. Willis home ; I can't speak of 
any sitting up all night but this once ; the o^ 
cai«ion I speak of goinj; on the back of tb 
piazza was, in the day time, between ten aid 
twelve o'clock; I got up by steps from Ae 
garden ; I came up from the kitchen ; I went 
up there to wash the windows witb the hon,* 
I observed the persons in the room and I n- 
tired ; there are four or five windows in tke 
drawing-room; the sofa was placed betweei 
the fireplace and the side wall ; it was not I 
placed against the end of the bouse when 
(he windows were ; when I looked throng^ 
the window I had a full view of the sofa; it 
was in its usual place ; there were not pi^ 
tures on that side of the house that extended 
down to the floor. 

Chief Justice — Do I understand the wit- 
ness to say that he did not stop at the window 
any time, but merely passed by. 

Witness — No sir; Mrs. Forrest came to 
the window and said to me not to clean thes 
at that time ; I did not remain at tbe window; 
I saw this and I returned ; after I swept and 
(lusted that room, it was always Mrs. Bed- 
ford's business to arrange it ; when Mr. Wil- 
lis went away, I went into the dravfing-rooD 
to zice what I could see after the sight I hid 
seen (laughter.) I called Ann O'Brien, tk 
cook, to witness those things — the hair ]un 
and the garter — and told her what I saw : I 
took them up in my hand but did not take 
them away; I don't know what became d 
them ; I have seen Ann O'Brien within tiw 
last month at my brother's honse; I doB^ 
know where she is now ; she was then ont of 

Slacc; it was my business to attend taUe; 
liss Virginia would usually be at table; I 
have known her to be absent ; she used to ff 
round to her sister's in Great Jones street. 

Mr. 0*Conor read to the witness a portioi 
of the statement he had made and sworn t^ 
It was, "I recollect that once Mr. N. P. WilBi 
came in the morning and stayed some honn 
with her (Mrs. Forrest) ; the window blinds 
which ran along the lower piazza were dmt^ 
and the room was very dark." 

Chief Justice — Is there nothing in it about 
the sofa ? 

Mr. O'Conor — Not a word, sir. 

Mr. O'Conor — Now, Robert, can you tell 
why, in that statement, yon eaid nothiBg 
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aboQt Mr. N. P. Willis and Mw. Forrest 
]jiiig on the sofa? 

Witness— That was what I told Mr. For^ 
Test afterwards, I did not wish to make it 
public at first ; I told him at Florence's, comer 
cf Franklin street and Broadway; it was 
"within six months after I made the first state- 
ttdnt; there were one or two gentlemen there 
at tbe time ; I went there at my own request, 
{laughter,) to do justice to Mr. Forrest ; no 
one asked me to go there ; I found him there 
the first time I called; I don't know what 
liour it was. 

Q. How did you know you would find Mr. 
Forrest there ? 

A. I heard he was there. 
Q. Who told you? 

A. Mr. Stevens ; I called at his office, in 
Broadway, and asked him if he knew where 
Mr. Forrest was ; no one told me to go to Mr. 
Stevens; I went to him because I knew he 
-was a friend and associate of Mrs. Forrest ; I 
never talked with Stevens about this afiair 
after the time I saw him in Depeau row; 1 was 
living with Mr. Daniel Leroy at the time 1 
called on Mr. F.; I was about seven or eight 
months living with Mr. Leroy. 

Q. Have you ever had any dealings with 
Mr. Stevens? 

A. No, I never bought anything from him, 
nor sold anything to him, nor received any 
money from him ; I have never received any 
monej from Mr. F.; I never saw Mrs. Under- 
wood since I left Mr. F. until I saw her in 
court ; I saw her one day at the house in Six- 
teenth street at the door, but she went in and 
did not speak to me. 

Q. Will you tell us why you thought of 
mentioning this circumstance after your first 
statement? 
A. A sense of justice to Mr. F. 
Q. Had you no sense of justice when you 
were examined at Mr. Sedgewick's office ? 

A. Mrs. F. was always very kind to me, 
and I did not wish to state it; they did not 
ask me the question, as they did not know I 
knew it, and I did not tell them ; I was de- 
sirous at that time of telling as little as I 
oonid against her. 

Q. Did you keep back anything you knew 
against her? 

A I kept back that 

Q. Did yon not tell me on your cross ex- 
amination this day that you had told Mr. 
Sedgewick the story about your seeing Mr. 
Willis and Mrs. F. lying on the sofa ? 
A. I may have said so. 
Q. If you said so, was that statement true ? 
A. I made a statement to JMr. Sedgewick. 
Q. When you were making your statement 
to Mr. Sedgewick, did you intend to keep 
back anything about Mrs. F.? 

A. Yes I did; I intended to keep that 
about the flofk. 



Chief Justice — You say in your statement 
that the window-blinds were dosed and the 
room was very dark; how do you reconcile 
that to your testimony here to-day, in which 
you say that part of the Uinds were open, 
and that you saw this transaction ? 

A. I made two statements. 

Gross-examination continued — ^I did not tell 
Mr. Sedgewick anything about the sofa ; it was 
the last statement I made to Mr. F. ; it was in 
December, 1848, or thereabouts, the transac- 
tion took place ; it was my practice to wash 
the windows with a hose; it was not warm 
weather; it was frost and snow. I recollect 
not mentioning to Mr. Sedgewick the circum- 
stance about Mrs. Yoorhies and Mr. Ray- 
mond ; the time I spoke to Mr. Sedgewick 
about the blind being shut, and the time I 
now speak of, are not the same ; Mr. Willis 
called frequently ; when he called, the blinds 
were usually shut ; before I saw Richard Wil- 
lis in his trowf>ers and shirt, I knew he was in 
the house, from the circumstance of my tak- 
ing down the breakfast things ; the day before 
I saw him I took down the breakfast 
things ; I inquired of Mrs. Bedford where the 
breakfast things came from ; they weru on a 
£!mall tray ; these breakfast things were only 
for one person ; Mrs. Voorhies did not visit 
the house when Mr. Forrest was at home ; I 
knew of her being in the house when Mr. For- 
rest was there; Mr. F. was from home and 
he returned sooner than was expected, and 
]Mr8. Voorhies and her nurse and child got 
down through the area ; I don*t recollect any 
other occasion particularly. 

A Juror — You have told us that you liked 
Mrs. F. Did she always treat you well ? 

Witness — Yes. 

Q. You said you did not wish to expose 
her? 

A. Yes. 

il. Why then did you call a witness to 
see the garter and hairpins ? 

A. 1 called her up at that time to see 
them. 

Chief Justice — How did the conversation 
commence between you and Mr. F. at Flor- 
ence's Hotel ? 

A. I told Mr. F. I had something more to 
tell ; and as the case was going to court, as he 
was going to have a divorce, it was right he 
should hear it 

Chief Justice — When this statement was 
read over to you at the Afitor House, did yon 
know there was any proceeding for a divorce. 

A. I don't recollect, I was only there about 
ten minutes. 

Monday Dec. 22. — The Court opened at 
10] o'clock. 

Anna Dempsey, alias Flowers, came into 
Court shortly previous to the opening, at- 
tended by Mr. I}ougherty. She is a good look- 
ing woman about 2d years of ag|e^T8Xbfix wbi&Sl 
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in figure, but well made, with dark hair, eves, 
and eyebrows. She was dressed in black 
silk, with a mantilla of the same color, and 
wore a straw bonnet with a green veil. 

Mrs. Forrest was accompanied by a lady 
who took a seat near her. 

Anna Flowers sworn (excitement in Court 
when the witness appeared on the stand) — I 
am a resident of New Orleans, but am here 
now; came to this city from Texas; I am 
married; my husband's name is Geo. W. 
Flowers ; he is an inspector of pork and beef; 
my family consists of three children, two ser- 
vants, and a niece of Mr. Flowers; llenry 
Donj];herty came with me to this place ; my huy- 
band placed me under Dougherty's charge ; 
nurse and child came with me ; I lefl two chil- 
dren at home ; I am stopping at Florence's Ho- 
tel ; Mr. Dougherty put mo there; I am Irish ; 
have been in the service of Mr. and Mrs. For- 
rest ; went to live with them in May, 1 844 ; that 
was before tliey went abroad ; I went there in 
May, and they left in December following ; I 
was there as chambermaid ; I slept in the third 
story, I mean the attic ; they lived in Twenty- 
Second street; Mr. Willis WykofT, Godwin, 
and Capt. Howard, were in the habit of vis- 
iting at the house then. 

Q. State what you saw occur between Wil- 
lis and Mrs. Forrest. 

A. They were sometimes together in the 
library and drawing-room ; Forrest was from 
home then ; it was in the day-time ; recollect 
Willis calling to see Mrs. Forrest before she 
was dressed; I showed him to the library; 
Mrs. Forrest was in bed ; 1 told her Willis 
was there ; she told me to leave him there 
and she would get up and dress ; I did so ; it 
was in the morning about half past seven 
o'clock ; did not see them together that clay ; 
have seen Mr. Wykolf at the house. 

Q. State any fdmiliarity between N. P. 
Willis and Mr^. F. 

A. I have seen him kissing Mrs. F. in the 
library ; it was warm weather, and in the day- 
time ; it was when he first came ; Mrs. F. was 
in the library, and I showed him in ; I went 
across the hall, and turning round I saw Wil- 
lis's hands on Mrs. F.'s neck, and he kissing 
her ; saw them several times afterwards but 
never saw anything between them after that ; 
he was there a good deal ; on the occasion re- 
ferred to, they were several hours together in 
the library ; I know Capt Howard : I remem* 
ber one morning when Willis was to call early ; 
Mr. F. was away then ; he got home just before 
Willis called ; he got in just before him ; I 
answered the door when Willis called and 1 
told him Mr. F. was at home ; •' Oh, very 
well," he said, and went off; he asked for Mi-s. 
F. ; did not tell him that Mrs. F. was at home ; 
Capt. Howard visited the house frequently ; 
do not know his occupation ; (it was conceded 
thatF. lived in Twenty '^cond street in 1849 ;) 



Capt. Howard usually saw Mrs. F. when she 
was home ; recollect his remaining there ill 
night when Mr. F. was home, and also whet 
he was away ; Godwin was also there wheai 
Howard stayed the night Mr. F. was away|i 
they passed the evening in the library ; tbie|; 
were talking and laughing ; I was down stainji 
I retired that night about 1 1 o'clock ; I riepli! 
with Mrs. F. in the front bed-room ; ibat — 
the first night I over slept with her ; I 
woke up by their laughing, and Mrs. F. 
in a few moments afterwards to undress and 
go to bed. 

Q. Wliat did she say or do ? 

A. She did not do anything until she got 
into bed ; she then called me ** Anna," bat I 
did not answer ; I was afraid she might aceme 
me of listening, as she had already accused thfl 
boy who was there of listening at the door. 

(i- What did she then do ? 

A. She left the room. 

Q. In what condition ? 

A. In her night-clothes. 

Q. Wlien did you next see her ? 

A. I did not see her for some time afler, 
that nif>h(, until I got out of l>ed ; I gotupb^ 
cause 1 was afraid I had misunderstood her 
about the bed I was to oct in, as I heard her 
whispering in the next bed-room. 

Q. What did you then do V 

A. I got up and I took the little lamp that 
stood lit on the hearth, and I went into the 
front bed-room —the spare bed-ioom — and I 
went to the foot of the bed and looked in it 

Q. Whom did you see ? 

A. I saw Mrs. F. and Capt. Howard. 
(Sensation in Court.) 

Q. Where were they ? 

A. In the bed, both in the same bed. 

Q. What was their position V 

The Court thought this unnecessary. 

Q. AVhat did you do ? 

A. I said ^* Mrs. Forrest ;" she did not 
answer me ; I stood a few minutes at the door 
outside ; Mrs. F. said to me, " Anna, what ii 
the matter ?" I said I was afraid to sleep 
alone ; (laughter ;) nothing more was eaid; i 
went back into Mrs. F.'s bed- room ; she came 
in about 1 5 minutes after that ; there was no 
light in the room where I saw the partieB{ 
you had to pass oUt from the entry to get from 
one room into the other; my door was entireljr 
open, the other was half shut ; ai^er 15 nunutei 
she came to bed to me ; she told me not to 
cry, she only went in there to see if there 
were sheets on the bed ; there was nothing 
but blankets on the bed ; did not remark any 
thing particular in Mrs. F.'s walking at dw 
time ; had seen her take two glasses of wine 
th%t, evening ; saw Captain Howard again next 
morning in that bed-room ; there was nothing 
on the bed but a blanket and two pillows with- 
out pillow cases. I have mentioned iioM to 
Mrs. F. ; told her so before she left for Eng- 
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; did not say I had seen ber ; she told me 
moming D^ver to mention it; that was 
Q dining-room ; I was setting the break- 
able; she told me to take a comb and 
I to Capt. Howard, and also one of Mr. 
hirts that she had' left out ; (much excite- 
;) I did so ; I knocked at the door, and 
them to Captain Howard ; the shirt had 
left by her on our bed in her room ; I 
down stairs after having handed the 
; Mrs. F. came to me and said, *^ Anna, I 
r treated you as a servant, and I do not 
you to mention anything you see in this 
3 f that was all she said ; I was about 15 
i old then ; I remained with them until 
St of April following ; that was 1845 ; it 
n July or Aurjust that I witnessed the 
\ described ; F. was in Philadelphia then ; 
F. told me Mr. Godwin had slept in the 
bed-room tbat night ; I did not see him ; 
tinned sleeping with Mi*g. F. for three 

and then she went to Philadelphia; 
I she returned I slept in the front spare 
oom ; when they went to England 1 was 
a the house ; ihey went in the winter ; had 
conversation with Mrs. F. before they 
she gave me $30, and some baby clothes 
« she lefc ; since her return I mentioned 
latter to her in New Orleans; never 
ioned it to Mr. F. ; Mrs. F. was at the 
)harles, and I went to see her there ; sbe 
I had made a great deal of talk about her 
r absence ; 1 told her then that she was 
ain ; she told me not to be so passionate ; 
I her she did not stick to her promise 
1 she had made before she went away ; 
siid she Iiad told Miss Margaret to provide 
'thin^ for me whilst she was gone ; (Miss 
;aret is now Mrs. Voorhies ;) I told her I 
roing to ask Mr. F. if he would not do 
thing for my child, and see Capt. Howard 
: it ; she told me not to do it, as Mr. F. 
rery angry with mo ; I said I would, for 
hild was wanting, and its nurse had not 
paid ; I said that if I told one thing I 
id have to tell the whole ; she told mo not 
•it; she s^id *^For God's sake, Anna, 
you do it, I have always been your 
1 ;" she was very much excited ; I stop- 
iir. F. in the street, and said something 
; Capt. Howard ; he said, ** I don't want 
\r anything about it ; I would not speak 
;h a man;" notiiin^ more was said; I 
> to Mrs. F. before she went to Europe ; 
F. was always very kind to me ; Miss 
aret engaged me to live there ; Mr. 
herty paid my expenses coming. 

the Court. I saw Mrs. F. in New Or^ 
in 1848. 

Ms-oxamined by O'Conor. I introduced 
If to Miss Sinclair ; that was in Twenty- 
d street; no one went with me; Miss 
aret sent after me ; she sent to my mo- 
; had seen her before at the house in 



Twenty-second street; I went to see Jane, the 
^rl who was chambermaid there before ; she 
18 dead; it was through Jane I knew Miss 
Sinclair ; my mother had been washinc for the 
family ; she is still living in this city ; nave not 
spoken to her for a long time, before I was 
married ; I was married in January, 1847 ; 
spoke to her last in 1846 ; came from New 
Orleans and stayed with her ; my first child 
had then been bom ; it is yet living ; it is a< 
my mother's ; she lives in the city ; have seen 
that child two years ago ; have been here about 
six weeks ; the first two weeks I stopped at 
the Mansion House, and since then at 
Florence's ; Dougherty furnished the accommo- 
dation for me ; do not see him in Court ; have 
been visited by him every morning; he 
brought me the papers ; he also came in the 
afternoon and evening; Forrest was at the 
Mansion House for about hvo minutes to see 
me ; New Orleans is my residence now ; I was 
just going to move back from New Orleans 
when Dougherty came ; went there last sum- 
mer ; went there from New Orleans in June 
last ; J was in this city last summer or the 
summer before, about this case ; I think it was 
last June, or June, 1850 ; Mr. Flowers asked 
me to come on then ; there was an advertise- 
ment in the New Orleans Picayune about it ; 
I told my husband of it and he directed mo to 
come on ; I came in the steamer Florida ; I 
came alone ; the advertisement did not ofier a 
reward, but said I should hear something to 
my advantage ; I thought I should get a 
fortune, but got nothing ; — (laughter) — there 
was a letter handed to me from Sir. F. by the 
person in the newspaper oflice ; he asked me 
if I knew a person named Anna Dempsey ; I 
said, *^ No ;" he said he knew me and I need 
not deny it ; I told Flowers, and he told me to 
come on by all means ; I told him when I was 
first married of this thing ; Flowers paid my 
expenses to come on here; he had not received 
any letter from Forrest or his friends ; he told 
me to tell the truth ; he did not know Mr. 
Forrest ; my purpose coming on here was to 
tell what I know ; the person in the Picayune 
ofiice told mo the advertisement was from F. ; 
did not expect a reward for coming on here, 
not one cent ; I am well able to live without a 
reward; did not expect to receive my ex* 
penses, for 1 had plenty of money to take me 
home ; did not write a letter to my husband 
saying that I was coming ; I stopped at Havana 
when I was coming to New York ; I visited 
my sister, Mrs. Ann Hart, who resides there ; 
my real name is Honora, but I did not like 
the name and changed it (Laughter.) 

Q. — Did yon tell that sister that you were 
to be paid for coming on and testiiying against 
Mrs. Forrest? 

A. — 1 never did ; did not disclose to her my 
object in coming on ; told her I was camisisi 
to New York to «m tB^^Vrafickvo^^VoA^^ 
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thai was not tbe truih ; my hvajly altogether 
had forbidden me to appear agaioBt Mrs. Foiv 
rest; they had done so when they heard of it ; 
cannot say when they fixrbid me to appear ; 
my mother and sisters and brothers forbid me 
to^ppear ; my sisters are named Ellon Hones- 
dale, living at Kew Orleans, Mary Dempsey, 
living in this city, Ann, of whom I have be- 
fore spoken ; the brothers who forbid me tes- 
tifying are John Dempsey, living in New 
l^ork, an engraver, and Frederick Dempsey, 
liviog in New York, a carpenter. 

Q. — When did your mother forbid you from 
appearing against Mrs. F. ? 

A. — After I went back to New Orleans, in 
1850, 1 got a letter from my mother, forbid- 
ding me to appear; had not received any for- 
bidding from her before that; sister M«iry 
wrote the letter to mo for my mother ; Mary 
had not forbidden me before that ; my brother 
John also forbid mo in that letter from ap- 
pearing; saw brother Fred last in New Or- 
leans, about two years ago, before the trip to 
New York ; he did not speak to me then about 
this alTair ; cannot tell when and where he for- 
bid me from appearing ; am not quite certain 
he ever did forbid me ; sister Ann ibrbid me 
last summer, I mean tbe summer of 1850; she 
did so in this city ; that was after I had seen 
her in Havana ; my sister Honesdale in New 
Orleans forbid me from appearing afier the 
receipt of my mother's letter ; she did not for- 
bid me before; I think I remained a week 
when I was here the first time ; I stayed at 
the Irving House ; 1 furnished myself with ac- 
commodation there ; saw Forresc at that time ; 
saw him at the Irving ; Sedgewick and two or 
three other gentlemen whom 1 do not know 
were there ; saw F. twice at the Irving ; saw 
him nowhere else ; Dougherty was present the 
last time 1 saw him, the day I went away ; 
Forrest paid my expenses at the Irving ; I saw 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawson before I saw F. ; I 
saw them at their house in Twelfth street; 
went there to see F. ; knew Lawson to be his 
agent; I left my address, and he called at the 
Irving to see me ; the Irving was the first 

Elace I put up at; got there in the morning; 
ad been in quarantine twenty-four hours; 
first saw Dougherty at the Irving ; saw him 
also at a house in Mercer street; that was 
after I had gone to the Irving, on the second 
day after my arrival; had seen Lawson before 
I met Dougherty in Mercer street ; tbe house 
there is kept by a person named Wilson ; it is 
a boarding house ; went tliere to have an inter- 
Tie w with Mrs. Forrest; did so on my own 
motion ; a gentleman from the Irving accom- 
panied me ; do not know his name ; I wanted 
to go up and see Mrs. F., and they told me 1 
had better have some one with me. 
Q..Who told yon ? 

A. — Mr. Forrest told me this ; he said so at 
tbn Irving ; ^H ^^<* g'^ntlemen T have named 



were present; do not know if a man named 
Faterson was there, but there were othoi 
whose names I do not know ; two others were 

E resent ; my deposition was taken when tfafe 
appened ; I had signed it and sworn to 
it ; they were about an hour with me on thit 
occasion ; Sedgewick never ealled upoi^ bm 
again ; never saw him again ; never made hot 
one deposition ; do not know if I spoke to all 
the gentlemen named abont going to see Mxa 
F., or to Mr. F. alone ; it was not one of the 
company named that went with me to Mercer 
street; I did not go until the next day; I 
think it was Dougherty recommended the per* 
son to me to accompany me to Mercer street 
O'Couor. I will call that person you 
" escort " to distinguisb him from others. 

Witness — The person told me to what house 
we were going in Mercer street ; did not know 
anything about the place where I was to meet 
Mrs. F. until he told me ; remained there from 
the morning till about 5 o'clock ; went there 
about 11 o'clock ; was visited there while wait- 
ing, by Dougherty ; he took me back, ft om there 
to the Irving House ; saw no one connected 
with Mr. F. at that house except Dougherty ; I 
got my dinner there alone ; I was in one room 
all the time I was there ; there were six bedi 
in it ; did not see Mrs. F. ; I wished to tell her 
what I had done and what I had said ; that 
was all the motive I had for wishing; that inter- 
view; Dougherty was there once ibr ^ye min- 
utes ; I took some measures to get Mrs. F. 
there ; I wrote her two notes ; I wrote them 
there ; I gave them to a small boy ; wrote 
them one after the other, when I saw that Mn. 
F. did not come; said nothing about Mr. 
Willis, while there, to any one ; from there I 
went back to the Irving ; did not visit Brook- 
lyn while here ; I intended to visit Brooklyn, 
but did not go because I did not full like it; I 
thought of going chopping there, to buy some 
stamps for braiding ; that was all the buainea 
I had there ; did not know where to get them 
in New York ; intended to get them of Mr. 
Miller in Fulton street^; when I told Mr. F. 
that I wanted to sec Mrs. F., I said that I 
wished to tell her what I told him; he told me 
not to go to the house where she lived, on ai> 
count of Mrs. Voorhies ; do not know if he 
said he would find me a place where to meet 
her ; do not know who paid my bill at Wilson's; 
I returned to New Orleans by land alone; 
went the Buifalo route ; received no mooeyi 
except $50 to pay my passase home and $75 
for my passage hither ; as i left, I promised 
to return when needed ; I was applied to to 
come back last summer ; did not do so beoanie 
one of my children was very sick ; on this oc- 
casion m my expenses have been paid by 
Dougherty ; heard of no promise to give me a 
reward, and expect no compensation; saw an. 
advertisement in the newspaper here after I 
came from New Orleans ; Dougherty showed 



it tone: I think it tru in tie Herald; he 
showed it to me in Mer«er strest ; b&d ool 
aoen it before; he s»'id nothing in esplanalion 
about it ; ho handed me the paper and said 
" Do 70U eee that ?" 1 waited until I had read 
it; he then kft the room; (notes produued.) 

Q, Are these the notes you sent to Mra-F.? 

A. I wrote the first one, but not the second 
wlitcti you produoo ; 1 never wrote it. 

Q. Cook at it carefully and attentively and 
Cttna to a uonclusion. 

A. It looks very muph like my writing, bat 
I dill not write ou BUL'b paper. 

Q. That is not the (juestioQ — did you write 

it? 

A- I wrote two notes, but do not know if 
thJN is mioe ; (thisi i^ the note No. £ denied by 
bar an hoiaz from her.) 

Q, Uo yoa believe it to be your handwrit- 
ing'/ 

A. I do not believe it to be mine. 

1)7 the Court — 19 your signature to it ? 

Witn.-M— Yes^ sir. 

Mr. O" Conor — Do yoii believe anj part of 
it yonr h;iudwritiiig V 

A. N-s sir. 

Q. itO'ik on the back of it ; i^ that your 

/"y^, it k 
*i. Wtiatisit? 

A. " Mr*. Forre«l." 

Q. [>idyoDeend Urs.F.lhfladWTtisHinontV 

A. Yw ; it ia in tiii 1-itnr (No. S> ; do uol 
ioiow if 1 sent it in the fir^f or Muond letter. 

Hota No. 1 wa9 thMn re.vl in evlJenuu. 
CSo. 1.] 

Om Mrs, Florrist I havQ junt arived from 
Now <Jrle*iii, and 1 want lo See you very 
tnui^h in-ilirp I see anybody nl»e. I am polni; 
(u Itrii'jklFri^ Hiis uioriiins, but 1 will bo hear 
at triJl'. I >.>:■[ :. thii af'err)00n, do pleaa oucn witil 
wn nui lor I have HO inueh iot<-l[yoii. Idi 
■want to he neen h«ra umill 1 w.^yoD. Cntl at 
Its Mtreer iire«t, WiiUon's wtwtul. IH-aa 
fend amwen by Ao barer. 

ANN DEMPSEt. 

O'C-onnr^Nuw, iot, I pn^JOM to raid the 
noMid note ? 

Wn Hurnn— I objeet. 

Conrt-'Un wh»i Rritunil'i' 

Von lliirtn— Thi! witnuMMyBttisnotwril 
tan by l..-r. 

Court — -She adoiils the addresti and (hat ! 
■nflidiiiii [iri'suntpltveeviiluncoof it being sent 

'""'0 prwfoHed.) 

nnt rfTlain Ibat tha wrilini; 
unoi mmt^ ; I aui crriain that it 13 not my 
likndwritlrtg 1 am not jiure thatisnot my hand- 
<rtil^&- 

Q. On looking at il, are Ton aura that the 
tuide ia not your* Y 

A. J am DOtrntre. 

(Nuts oaoe tnore oETerod in erideoce,) 



Wim 



Mr. Van Burea objected, hat the Court ad- 
tntlted the evidcucn. 
Mr, O'Conor then read the note : 

LETTER NO. a. 

'^ Mrs. Forrist you must escum me for writ- 
ing to you Booties but the reiona is thA I 
did not want anybody (o see nuj, I 3eem«J 
have a notii-e in the papers if juit doot want 
to please send me word, the place is private 
and I am a lone. ANNA," 

The ndvertiiement of the Herald afliaed to 
it, aaid that— •■//' jUrs. Arm Fto\iiett,laiC Utiu 
Dempsey, vAo u uttpposal la bn note in f/iu 
ciis,wiMcallall/ieaJJli:to/Thsoilort{!edstoiek, 
Enq., Widi sL, she may Imot ofsamelhUigto kar 
advantage." 

Wltnest — I entered the name of Mr*. Flow- 
ers at the Irving Hoii>e ; afler Mrs. i-'orreut 
went to Europe, I did nut see her again until 
I met her in New Orleana in 1S43 \ no «n« 
was present when we met; saw her there 
twice ; stayed three hours with \'»T Ike lint 
Time ; have nut seen her sinve that ; previous 
to the nijcht that Mr. Godwin ana CitpL 
Howard were thuru, 1 iJept in the attic ; Mi^, 
F. and her t«o Bi«tl^^H were away, and 1 there- 
lure alept with her 1 1 lupoo^ llii-t wa« ttiii 
«on of mv slueiiinn wirh W; ^hx a*k«diiie 
. .ilenp wilt) her; Mr*. F, had always been 
very kind to ni« ; t wna thou 15 yeans ofajto; 
I am nownuarly S.l ; bi^fore <^iott toblri. F.'«, 
I lived with Mrs. Moore ; had beau 4 maotlw 
with her; aho li*ed in l9Eh street; bur bunf 
baud was a dry-food* roercbanc; I wa* akik 
ihemi livud with Mrs, UumoII before 1 lit«d 
with Mrs Moore; her hual'Bud lived U N«W 



«trect ; was 18 moiillw with her; wjw at service 
with herbvfure that; 1 wuntto Mhoul betbre 
that for a lone time; *U also in tha serviuu 
nf A Mrs. linrt in Wavtiriuy Place; wa«quil« 
stnal! then, and waa thera a long Time ; that 
my tir^ verviue ; was not at eerviu>> ^h 
one after Mrs. Uarcaud bcifore Mrs. Una- 
Hell ; do not reuieothRr living wirh a I>oulor 
Lee in Hudson sti-oec; remenibnr livin;; with 
adnelor, but 1 dn not know his name or wh«re 
it was ; after living with the doctor 1 went to 
rmide in lh« Houss of R^fufco ; do riol know 
how long I waolharw; Idoiiot think [ wa) 
there a year ; my mother inail« coni{^nt 
gainst mo and had mo put in ; 1 waa not «HJkt 
from the IIouwi of K, fuiw to the terviue nf a 
Mr, Diekiiiaon iu ConnHCtiiut ; sex ved with a 
Mrs. Runsell in Conneotieut ; went W ihp- 
nama of Anna l>iimpu!y in the lioas« at Ref- 
utre; did not return them from Connwiient; 
1 leli Mrs. Uuwell beTauav the was gojax to 
New Orleans ; ilo nut remember Mr. David 
iVrry of the iloiue of Itefu^; remember 
Mm Taylor; do not remeiabtir being ortaiuar 
ed th«ir« ; h'krd m]* mn^mtt mu^ \ ««» wow 
yean «\4 w^m Vl'«D^te ** Vkwa»*<K.l&*»:fl 
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Cross-examination of tbe witness continuerl 
— When the waiter was engaged in his busi- 
ness, I would go to th(j door ; his name was 
Barney MeCabe ; we went to the door whtn 
we felt inclined to go ; don't know that it was 
my practice to go to the door and answcir it 
-men the waiter was there and not engaged ; 
Captain Howard wjis in the habit of sleeping 
at Mrs. Forrest's; have known him to sleep 
there when Mr. iP. was not at home, on other 
occasions besides that night; can't say how 
often; knew him to sleep there very of tin 
when Mr. Forrest was at home ; do not re- 
member hi-* sleeping there two or three nights 
immediately before Mr. and Mr:?. F. went to 
Europe, but I remember him sleeping there ; 
I don't know of Parke Godwin sleeping there 
on any other occasion ; I did not see him at 
breakfast next morning; it was the last part 
of August or first of September, 1844; 1 
went to bed about 11 o'clock; have not juiy 
idea how long 1 was in bed before the voices 
awoke me; could not tell how many voices 1 
heard; did not hear Captain Howard go to 
bed; when Mrs. F. came into my room, (the 
room where I was sleeping,) the hou^e whs 
silent; thei\i was a light on the hearth; Mr<. 
Forrest did not bring any additional light 
with her; it ''vas a brass lamp; when she 
came to bed, she did not lorrk the dcor nor 
close it; she did not lie down, she undr-ssed 
herself an*! left the room; the door was half 
open while i?he was undres.-itig; it took her 
aoout twenty minutes to undress; when she 
went out from my room sl.e dul not close the 
door; could not say how far it was from How- 
ard's room to my room; it was the very next 
room in the same hall ; it was as far as from 
me to the gates of the railings — (assumed to 
be eight feet ;) if she had opened the door I 
should have heard it ; can't say how long it 
was before I went into Howard's room ; it was 
about twenty minutes when I heard whisper- 
ing and a noise of the bedstead ; their door 
"was partly lying open when I went there, and 
I had to open it more ; took the lamp in my 
band into Howard's room, and looked into the 
bed, having the lamp in my hand; when I 
saw the way they were, I turned to the door 
and began crying ; 1 did not make a noise in 
crying, for I was frightened and merely shed 
tears ; I cried loud enough for her to hear me, 
and said, **Mrs. Forrest !" I continued cr^'ing; 
she did not answer me ; when i^he did answer, 
she said, "Anna, what's the matter V" I said 
I was afraid to sleep alone ; to that she said 
* nothing; I took the lamp and went away; I 
have told you all I said to Mrs. Forrest when 
I was speaking to her next morning in the 
parlor ; did not speak to her after that day 
and before she went to England, on the sub- 
ject. It was about a month before she went 
to England 1 spoke to her ; have told you all 
I said to her on that occasion. 



(I. Did you ever mention this occurrence 
between Capt Howard and Mrs. F. to your 
mother ? 

A. I did, next morning; never told it to 
her any other time ; told it to my sister Mary. 

The Chief Justice said he had got it down 
in his notes that the witness had said in her 
direct examination that Mrs. F. undressed 
and "jfot into bed ; now she savs that Mrs. 
Foircst did not get into bed. 

Mr. Van Buren said the Judge was mis- 
taken. 

Mr. O'Conor said the Court was right; he 
(^Ir. O'C.) had it in his notes. 

The Cl'.ief Justice said he did not know 
that it was of any material consequence; he 
mcrclv (tailed the witness's attention to the di*« 

Wi'.ncfcS continued — 1 told this affair to my 
sisrcr Mary in 1<S47, in New Orleans; I never 
told it to my brothers; I said nothing in reply 
to ^Irs. Forrest, when she said she only went 
in to see if there were sheets on the bed; in 
a few Uiinutos after, I asked her if Mr. God- 
»win sle])t in the house. 

C^. Y'ou have mentioned about your first 
child ; v.hen was that child born V 

Mr. Van Buren asked the Court to instmc* 
the witness in the same manner as he haid be- 
fore requested. 

Mr. O'Conor remarked that they had it on 
her direct examination, that she said Mrs. 
FoiTCst was her ruin, and we are entitled to 
some explanation. 

Chief Justice — There was something aboot 
the child being destitute, and her wanting 
Mr. Forrest to apply to Captain Btoward 
about it. 

Mr. O'Conor said this witness stated that 
on seeing this lady and gentleman in the po- 
sition she described she cried, and he wanted 
to show that the affair was no crying matter 
with her. 

Mr. Van Buren submitted that his direct 
questions did not entitle the cross-examination 
to this ; or, that if she is not privileged to de- 
cline answering, she can give an explanation 
of the entire transaction. 

The Chief Justice understood the witness 
to speak of a child before her marriage, and 
this question is to prove that she had had an 
illef^itimate child before her maiiiage. He 
had no hesitation in saying, that in inquiries 
of this kind, questions as to the chastity of a 
witness ought to be permitted. If he agreed 
to the views of Mr. Van Buren, no party 
would be free from charges of the kind, on 
testimony that might be procured from every 
brothel in town. 

Mr. Van Buren was satisfied that it was a 
rule which this court, with its knowledge of 
the law could not enforce. 

The Chief Justice did not wish to take aay 
step in the case that would be likely to em- 
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barrass it. He was of opinion that the ex- 
amination on this point may be further gone 
into. He would permit that inquiry to be 
gone into. The witness has admitted that she 
nad a child before her marriage, there is no 
further degradation about it. 

Witness continued — That child was born 
in May, 1845; Captain Howard was the fa- 
ther of that child ; it wiis in Mr. F.'s house I 
liad intercourse with Capt. Howard ; I had no 
intercourse with any other man in that house, 
or any other house ; the family were not at 
home at the time he had intercourse with me. 

Q. Were you, in that house, in the sum- 
mer of 1844, inched with McCabc, the waiter 
of whom you spoke ? 

A. No, sir, I was not. 

Q. You never had intercourse with him ? 

A. No, sir; he was nothing but a small, 
dirty boy; (laughter;) I had a fellow servant 
named Carheriae in tbe house at the time. 

Q. Were you or not charged with having 
intercourse with McCabe in the presence of 
Catherine and Mr. Raymond ? 

A. No bir, I was not. 

Q. Did you evtir charge this child upon 
Capt. Howard by logal proceeding or aflidavit ? 

A. Yes : in some oflice in the Park here ; 
there was an officer named Hopkins with me 
when I did so ; I never saw McCabe since I 
left Mr. F's. 

Q. Did you not, after you made the afTula- 
■vit against Capt. HowarJ, call and see Mc- 
Cabe, and ask him not to swear that he had 
anything to do wi:.h jou ? 

A. No, sir ; 1 need n't do it ; a dirty boy 
that he was — (Ldughter.) 

Tuesday, I)ec."23. Chief Ju-tioe Oakley 
took his seat at 10 1-4 o'clock. 

The court-room was again filled to suffoca- 
tion, there being not even a single vacant 
place in the galleries, which are but rarely 
occupied on other occasions. 

Mr. F. was present at an early hour ; Mrs. 
F., accompanied by Mrs. N. P. Willis, came 
in immediately after the opening of the court. 

Anna" Flower recalled by Mr. O'Conor — 
bid live with a ]\Ir. Earle before going to 
Mr. F's ; never lived at service in Beekman 
street ; never lived in Grand street ; did not 
say BO to my brother John ; told you where 1 
lived and I think that is sufHcieut. 

Q. Previously to going to the House of 
Befuge did you not steal money, and also steal 
a watch ? 

Jadgc — Stop one moment, witness. 

Van Buren — I merely request the Court, as 
I did yesterday, to inform the witness that she 
may or may not answer, and if she does an- 
swer she is entided to a full explanation. 

The propriety of the question was ably dis- 
cussed br Messrs. 0* Conor and Van Buren. 

The Cioart thought .there was no absolute 
duly on the part of the Court to make any 
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suggestion of that kind. The proposition that 
witnesses were under no circumstances bound 
to answer questions which would degrade 
them, was certainly no law ; where the ques- 
tion bore direcdy on the main issue, that ex- 
cuse was not sufficient; but the present ques- 
tion did not bear directly on the issue,^d 
asked about a particular offence of a witness, 
which was barred by the statute of limitation, 
and the witness could not therefore be coerced 
to answer. If the question arose in such a 
shape as only io affect her characlery the Court 
would then rule upon it. 

The Court then instructed the witness as 
desired. 

Question repeated. 

The witness remains silent and looks at Mr. 
Van Buren. 

Court— Do you answer or decline ? 

Witness-*-! did steal it. 

Q. From whom did you steal the money ? 

A. I did not. sical it, it was handed to me 
bv the servant of the house ; do not know whose 
money it was; believe it was the Doctor's; do 
not know how much it was; the money and 
watch was handed to me all in one bundle ; it 
was the cook in the house who handed it me ; 
1 believe sue is a white woman ; have not seen 
her biiice ; do not know her name ; had it 
about 15 minutes before it was found on me; 
it was in the morning ; do not remember if it 
was found on me ; do not know what I did 
with it. 

Court — i thought you said you had it for 15 
minU'L'S. 

Witness — Yes, sir ; my mother came in 
there, and I told lier about it ; when she was 
there, the doctor came down, looking for the 
things, and inquiring what was in the kitchen ; 
I told him the girl handed the things to me ; 
the girl was there ; she was put in the House 
of llefugc the next week after I was ; she was 
about 16 or 18 years of age ; I went home to 
my mother that same morning ; I was taken 
riorht away to the boarding school — I call the 
House of ll-jfuge a boarding school ; my mother 
put me there ; I never got on the roofoi'tlie «loc- 
tor's house to pass into that of a nt'i^^hbor; I 
am not so great a climber as that, (laughter ; ) 
never opened the bundle the girl give me; 
never saw either the watch or the money ; 1 
think my mother told me I was 9 years old ; 
when I got to the House of U-jfuge, I was 
afraid that I should not get out soon, and 
therefore laid on a year or two ; I was so small 
that I coufd not Wr»sli or drt'ss myself ; do not 
know how old 1 sr.ued myself to be ; I was 
born in 1827 ; I stated my age to a gentleman 
♦here; he was wrifing at the time; do not 
kuDw if ho a^k•'d me any other questions; if 
h:{ did, he got the answers ; think he was writ- 
ing on a loose sheet ; never told any one in 
the house that I climbed over the doctor's roof 
into the house of a neighbor* 
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0*Conor — I have done witb the witness. 

Be-examined — I have nothing more to say ; 
I have been abused all through my life, and 
never had justice done me. [The witness 
here became much affected.] 

T^n Buren — I think the witness ought also 
to bPapprised at what time, and in what man- 
ner, she was got with child. 

The Court thought counsel had the rij^ht to 
ask witness any questions in regard to that. 

Witness — The first person I saw after the 
girl had handed me the money and watch, was 
my mother; I told her, as the doctor came 
down, what the girl had handed me ; the girl 
was at that time fixing to go away ; I said to 
my mother, " Look here, what Martha has 
given me." Mrs. Forrest did not come to bed 
the night before ; I saw her with Captain 
Howard ; I did not say so yesterday ; my in- 
tercourse with Captain Howard was after this 
transaction f three days afterwards ; Mrs. F. 
went away, and left me there ; she weiit to 
Philadelphia to Mr. F. ; the servant girl and 
boy were left with me ; I had got orders to 
stay at home that night, and the others were 
to go outs Mrs. F. told me so before she went. 

Q. What occurred further? 

A. I was to have the next day, all day to go 
out ; Capt. Howard came there that evening ; 
I let him in ; he asked me who was home, I 
told him, " nobody but me ;" he came in, shut 
the door, and caught hold of me ; the door was 
fastened with a chain and a little hook ; he 
said he wanted to come in, Mrs. F.'ft house was 
always open to him, and he wanted some 
brandy and water, (Laughter.) I then let 
him in ; I got the brandy and water for him. 

Q.. What occurred then ? 

A. He caught hold of me, and I said Mrs. 
F. would be angry with him ; he said " No, 
she thinks a good deal of me ;*' I said, " Yes, 
if Mr. F. knew how you did him, you 
would not come here very often ;** he answered 
that unless I told Mr. F., he would never 
know. 

Q. What occurred further ? 

A. He visited after that two nights hand- 
running ; he had intercourse with me on the 
night spoken of. 

Q. What objection did you make ? 

A, I made a great deal of objection, but he 
caught hold of me, and being a great deal 
stronger, knocked me down. This happened 
again the second night. 

Q. Did you resist the second nigl^? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Why not ? 

A. Because he made a great many promises 
the first night : I never had intercourse with 
him again after that ; I made these facts known 
to Mrs. F. before she went to Europe ; (the 
time of this occurrence was agreed upon as the 
24tb December, 1844) ; do not know if Mrs. 
F. knew if Capt. Howard had been there ; she 



said to me on her return from Philadelphia, 
*' Ah, Miss Annie, you have had Capt. Howard 
here ;*' I said, " How do you know V" bhe re- 
plied, " I have seen him -" do not know if 
there was anything in my appearance to show 
that I was in the family way before Mrs. For- 
rest went to Europe ; my connection with 
Capt. Howard was on the 1st September; 
did not state this occurrence to any one bat 
Mrs. F. ; she said, ** Ob, that is too bad ! — a 
young girl like you ! I declare I will give him 
a good scolding !" Captain Howard was in the 
house that very night, visiting Mr. F. ; I was 
treated kinder than ever by Mrs. F. after I 
told her ; did no work at all, but was paid my 
wages ; I wanted to tell Mr. F. the same night 
I told her, but she said I had better not, for 
be would shoot me ; he did not know I was 
pregnant ; had no correspondence with Mrs. 
F. except the notes here shown, but I had 
with her sister Margaret ; I was confined in 
Connecticut ; went there because I was ac- 
quainted with a great many families there ; 
my child wa-s born at Norwalk, on the 25th of 
May, 1845. 

Q. After you went away how were you 
provided for ? 

Objected to. Ruled out. 

Mr. Van Buren offered to show that Mrs. 
F., until she went to England, and Mrs. Voor- 
hies afterwards, paid all the expenses of the 
witness's confinement. 

The Court ruled, that if they could show 
that Mi's. Voorhies acted as agent for Mrs. F. 
they might go on to prove. 

Q. Who was left in charge when Mrs. For- 
rest went away. 

Miss Margaret (Mrs. Voorhies). Mrs. F. 
told me I was to stay there until the veiy 
night of my confinement and Miss Margaret 
was then to get money from Capt Howsurd and 
provide for me after I left the house ; I left on 
the 1st of April ; Miss Margaret and Capt 
Howard gave me money and she also gave me 
some baby clothes ; Mrs. F. also gave me some 
before she left ; Miss Margaret sent me 
money every week during my confinement ; I 
corresponded with her; after my child was 
born I came to New York, comer of Barclay 
and Church ; my nurse was a Mrs. Butler ; I 
remained five months before I went to New 
Orleans ; Miss Margaret paid my nurse through 
my mother ; I went with my sister, Mrs. Hins- 
dale, to New Orleans; I returned here in 
1846 ; I made complaint against Capt Howard 
in 1 849 ; nurse told me that Miss Marearet 
neglected the child, and paid not as mncn at- 
tention to it as she ought to, and I got yeijr 
'angry ; Mr. Eaymond told me I must settle it 
some other way and he would provide me with 
money; he gave me money and paid the 
nurse*s bill ; I was then living with my mother ; 
I was here again in 1850: I came on here 
then to be witness for Mr. F. and did net go 
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to see my child because my brother John told 
me he woald kill me if I came near the family 
for coming on such an Arrand ; (notes pro- 
duced, No. 1.) 

Van Buren — Look at the note and read it. 

Witness — I wrote the note ; I state in this 
note that I wanted to see Mrs. F. before I saw 
any one else ; I had already seen some one ; 
what I stated in the note was not true ; I 
stated so because I wanted to deceive Mrs. F. 
on purpose to get her there to see me ; she had 
treated me well and I wanted to tell her all ; 
if she had thought I had seen the lawyers she 
would not have come to see me ; (note No. 2 

froduced.) I believe I wrote the note No. 2 ; 
wrote the first in the morning and the other 
at 2 o'clock ; I wrote No. 1 first ; a boy car- 
ried the first. 

Cross-examination resumed — Do not know 
where my fellow servant, Catherine, went on 
the night when Howard visited me ; she came 
back by 9 o'clock ; she went at 5 1-2 o'clock ; 
Howard promised to marry me when he first 
visited me ; he said he was not a married man ; 
I told him Mrs. F. said he was married ; he 
answered *' Oh, she is only joking ;" he had 
intercourse with me in the drawing-room ; he 
knocked rae down before he made the promises 
to me ; he made the promises before he knock- 
ed me down ; did not consent to the intercourse 
on those promises ; I did not think a servant 
girl and a gentleman ought to go together 
(laughter) ; he effected his object by force ; I 
had not yielded to him any way ; he got hold 
3f my arm ; it would not be tit for me to say 
what he did beside:^ ; he remained in the house 
till after the servants came home, for 3 or 4 
[lOurs ; they saw him going out of the door ; 
they both were at the head of the kitchen 
stairs when I led him out ; did not tell them 
what had happened ; Catherine said " You 
ire a lucky one, you have always somebody on 
uind." I said C^pt. Howard had come to look 
for Mrs. F., and had just come in ; on the first 
evening I agreed with him that he was to come 
:he next niglit ; he came about 7 o'clock the 
lext eveninc;; he remained until half-past 
en ; I let him in ; I also let him out ; we were 
n the drawing-room ; on the second night he 
nade another appointment ; he said when he 
voald be sleeping in the house, he would come 
o my room ; Catherine was in the kitchen the 
lecond night ; we had company ; they were 
!)a^erine's relations ; they came in the even- 
ng before Howard came ; 1 met with them in 
he Idtchen and stayed until ho came ; I left 
iloward in the drawing-room several times and 
■etumed to the kitchen ; did so three or four 
iines ; my motive in doing so was not to be 
ospected; he told me to do it; we had no 
ight in the dining and drawing-room ; do not 
:now if I locked it while he was there. 
Elias L. Magoon was called bat did not an- 
Attachment ordered. 



Witness continued — He first went into the 
dining-room. 

C. Edwards Lester was also called, and not 
answering, an attachment was issued. 

Witness — There was a light in the hall ; I 
hallooed loud enough to be heard wheMUie 
Captain was there ; did not halloo so louS as 
I could ; I screamed when he knocked me' 
down ; do not know why I did not scream as 
loud as I could ; he told me not to scream ; I 
was then still resisting him ; I suspected myself 
to be pregnant when Mrs. F. went to Europe ; 
I suspected it when I spoke to her ; Capt 
Howard slept in the house frequently after 
this when Mrs. F. was at home ; made up his 
bed three or four times after telling Mrs. F. 
about it ; think he slept there within a week 
of their departure ; Barney had left the house 
two months before they went away ; Catherine 
was the cook of the house ; during the two 
months before their departure I or Catherine 
attended the table ; know she did so on one 
occasion ; there was one dinner — the last they 
took in the house — that they did without a 
waiter at dinner; Howard, WykofF, the For- 
rests, Mr. Stevens, and Miss Sinclair were at 
dinner that day; I did the chamber work 
before Mr. F. and Mrs. F. left ; my nurse, Mrs. 
Nancy Butler lives in 21st street; the paper 
which Mr. Raymond took from me was a writ 
or something to arrest Capt. Howard which I 
got at the ofiice in the Park ; he gave me $25 
to pay the nurse and doctor; I saw my child 
last in New Orleans in 1848 after I was mar- 
ried ; my brother Frederic took it back to New 
York ; my brother John wrote me in a letter 
to New Orleans that he would kill me if I came 
near them on such an errand ; that was after 
my return in 1850; in the summer of 1850 I 
went with my husband to my mother's home, 
but she would not see me ; my sister, Mrs. Anne 
Hart saw me ; Mr. F. and Dougherty told me 
that Mrs. F. would not come to see me ; it was 
a thought of my own to tell her that I had not 
seen ttiem ; my objects in wanting to see her 
was friendship to her ; I was at uat time very 
friendly to her. 

Re-examined — My child was taken away 
from New Orleans without my consent ; Mr* 
Raymond came down on board the ship as I 
was going to New Orleans, and asked me to 
open my trunk and show him the letters of 
Mrs. Yoorhies ; he promised me $50 for them 
if they contained anything about Miss Mar- 
garet, but as soon as he had them he went off, 
and did not give me a cent. 

By the Court — Mrs. F. knew I was preg- 
nant when she went to England ; she told me 
in New Orleans that she told her husband I 
had a child by Howard. 

By Counsel for Plaintiff. — Mrs. F. told me 
in New Orleans that her husband was angry 
with Capt. Howal^andme \ «h!^<&Aj\.Ts!C3^«K)\^ 
was an^ry 'm\)ki «K;}\Mdr} ^n^ iJw>wx''"^%^ 
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married 'then ; Mr. Flower lived at New Or- 
leans ; had been married nearly a year, and 1 
bad a baby. 

Be-examined — Do not know of ^Ir. F. 
](nowing that I had a child until Mrs. F. told 
hixn^ 

B7 0' Conor — She had told me so on the 
same day that I met Mr. F. in the street. 

Mr. O'Conor said that it might be desir- 
able that the witness should stay in the city. 

Mrs. Flower then left the Court, accompani- 
ed by Mr. Dougherty. 

C. Edwards Lester sworn — I reside at the 
Globe Hotel, in Brooklvn ; it is diflicult to say 
what my occupation is; I am an editor ; I was 
United States Consul at Genoa, in Italy; I 
know Mr. and Mrs. Forrest ; the first time I 
saw her was at her house in 2 2d street, about 
Christma3,1848, 1 believe; I had written a play, 
and having written a note to Mr. F. whom 1 
did not know then j^ersonally, requesting the 
favor of an interview, that he might look at the 
play, I called, in pursuance of an appointment 
made by him, at his house ; 1 called very early 
in the morning, and got there before 10 o'clock ; 
did not see ^fr. Forrest ; was told he had gone 
to Philadelphia ; I saw Mrs. F. ; had never seen 
her before ; ascertaining from the servant that 
Mr. F. was not at home, I lefc my card and 
went, but before I had passecl off the st(3ps, 
the servant came and told me Mrs. F. desired 
to sec me, or something like that, which, from 
tlie courtesy of it, induced me to return ; I be- 
lieve I saw Mrs. F. coming down the stairs 
while the servant showed me in' the parlor. 

0*Conor — I want to know what the counsel 
means to prove. 

Van Buren — I will prove, as near as I can, 
the manner in which he, a stranger, was re- 
ceived, and the feelings manifested by Mrs. F. 
towards Mr. F., and what took place at the 
time. 

Mr. O' Conor — But this individual is not 
one of the adulterers named in the answer, and 
therefore the feelings manifested towards him 
Are no evidence. 

Tiie Court thought the testimony competent 

Mr. O' Conor still objected, and was an- 
gwered by Mr. Van Buren. As yer, he said, 
only those parties which 'the plaintiff called 
(^kitchen evidence" were called, and they 
meant now to ascend into the drawing-room, 
ftnd show Mrs. F.'s conduct there. » 

The Court ruled that they might show de- 
clarations which went to prove a breach of the 
marriage vow, or tending to show a lascivious 
dbposition. Feelings of hostility between hus- 
band and wife could not be shown. 

Officer Acker, at this stage of the proceed- 
ings, after having spoken to Deputy Sheriff 
Drake, requesting him I0 sit down, informed 
the Court that he refused to do so. 

Judge — If he will not, turn him out. 
. In another ioBtant, Mr. Drake was bundled 



out of Court, perceiving which Mr. Van Buren 
informed the Court that he was a Deputy 
Sheriff, and held a person under attachment 
here. 

The Court then ordered that Mr. Drake be 
hustled in again, which was done in quite as 
prompt a manner. lie then explained that he 
would have sat down if a chair had been pre- 
sented to him, and would also have made his 
return of the person under attachment had not 
Mr. O'Conor been on the floor and speaking. 

Tiie parties subsequently came to an under- 
standing, and all sat down, looking a good deal 
flushed with their recent adventure. 

After another lengthy argument in regard to 
the admissibility of the question ,the judge ruled 
as before, that no hostile feeling could be shown 
as existing between the parties ; the offer as 
made was too general, and must be ruled out. 
Specific queistions ought to be put. 

Mr. Lester's testimony was then reserved 
for the next day. 

Court — Go on, Mr. Van Buren. 

Van Buren — Why, sir, we want to hear 
Mr. Magoon. * 

Court — Well, call Lim. 

Van Buren — He will not come into court 
without physical force, and at this stage of the 
proceedings I will try to do without him. 

Court — Why will he not come in ? 

Van Buren (smiling) — Well, he is a clergy- 
man,. and would rather not testify. We will 
call Mr. Blake. 

Wm\ Rufus Blake, the actor, was then 
sworn, and proved that he was accquainted 
wiih Geo. W. Jamieson, and knew his hand- 
writing ; (letter produced ;) look at this paper. 

Mr. O'Conor — One moment, if that letter 
is from Jamieson, we object to it, for we are 
not responsible for his acts. 

Admitted. 

Witness — To the best of my belief this is 
Jamieson's handwriting ; (this is the Consuek) 
letter ;) Mr. Forrest showed it to me fint ; I \ 
put my initials toit ; did so at Mr. Sedge wick's 
chambers; saw it first sometime before that; 
saw Mr. Forrest in the winter before he separ- 
ated from his wife; saw him in December, 1848, 
and in January, 1849. 

Q. What w.is his condition then ? 

O'Conor — What do you mean by condi- 
tion ?" 

Van Buren — I wish to show the effect which 
the finding of the letter produced upon my 
client, and his frame of mind. 

O'Conor said they wanted to prove the 
acting and gesticulating of Forrest at a tioie 
when he had already determined upon a di- 
vorce for some cause or no cause. This might 
all be fabricated by the party, and therefore 
very unreliable. 

Buled out. 

Q. What was the general character of Jamie- 
son in his intercourse with women. (Lsnghtor.) 
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Objected to by Mr. O'Conor, irho said 
that after it bad been proved that Jamieson 
bad been introduced by Forrest himself to 
his wife, it would not be just to Mrs. Forrest 
now to infer from his character that she was 
guilty of the offence charged. 

Blake — I do not wish it to be inferred, that 
could prove — 

Van Buren — Hold on, Mr. Bla^ce, until the 
question is put. Counsel then went on to ar- 
gue the admissibility of the evidence. 

Buled out. 

John Longstreth, sworn — I reside at th6 
Astor House : am a Commissioner for the State 
of Pennsylvania ; some depositions were taken 
before me in that capacity ; it was in relation 
to some proceedings pending before the Penn- 
sylvania Legislature in regard to Mr.F.'sap- 
plfcation for divorce ; it was on the 28th Feb., 
1850 ; two or three days were occupied in 
taking the testimony ; (document produced ;) 
this was produced before me at that time ; I 
put the endorsement on the back of it ; Mr. 
Forrest produced it before me. 

Van Buren — I will now read the deposition 
of Mr. Smith. 

Court — ^Mr. who?. 

Van Buren — ^Mr. Smith. 

Court — Well, that is not much of a name 
anyhow. (Laughter.) 

Van Buren-;— Samuel S. Smith is the name 
of the person. [He then read the deposition.] 

It stated that he lived at Cincinnati, and 
had seen there Mr. and Mrs. Forrest in 1848 ; 
he had seen George W. Jamieson there the 
same year, at the City Hotel, and most in com- 
pany of Mr. and Mrs. Forrest; had been 
present at a time when Mr. and Mrs. F. were 
about starting on a visit to a phrenologist; 
Mr. Forrest had an engagement with an artist 
an hour previously, but not finding the artist 
at home, he and F. returned to the hotel ; 
Forrest preceded him a few yards, and enter- 
his room where Mrs. F. was first ; Jamieson 
was with her at the time ; they subsequent- 
ly went to the phrenologist's without Jamieson, 
and Forrest displayed displeasure and petu- 
lence to his wife ; the object of the visit to 
the artist was known to all. In the cross- 
examination, the witness deposed that he 
thought Jamieson had, subsequent to day re- 
ferred to, escorted Mr. and Mrs. Forrest to the 
cars on their departure from Cincinnati. 

Mr. Van Buren then offered the Consuelo 
letter in evidence, but Mr. 0*Conor objected. 

As the case now stood, the Court excluded 
the letter. ^ 

Wednesday, Dec. 24, 1851. — Long before 
the opening of the court, the room was occu- 
pied by an anxious crowd of spectators, con- 
sisting mostly of the same persons who had 
attended throughout the trial. The anxiety 
to obtain- a seat in either the body of the 
court or in the gallery, was such that on many 



occasions we saw pitched battles fought for 
the privilege of entering. Coat-tails and hats 
suffered most, inasmuch as the former were 
frequently torn off in an unsuccessful attempt 
to keep back the intruder, whilst * the latter 
were either knocked down over the optics of 
an excited applicant, by way of cooling him 
down a little, or were crushed between the 
doors. 

Mr. Van Buren called Elias L. Maroon. 

I am a clergyman, pastor of a Christian 
church — the Oliver street Baptist Church of 
this city ; I know Mr. and Mrs. Forrest ; I 
have known them twelve years ; J think in 
the spring of 1849 I had occasion to see Mrff. 
F. ; she stated to me that for several months 
previous to the outbreak they had lived to- 
gether as brother and sister ; by outbreak I 
mean the notoriety that had been given to 
them in relation to their domestic affairs ; I 
mean their separation. 

By Mr, O'Conor. — In January, 1850, 1 was 
residing in this city, and continued so during 
the year ; I had this conversation at the- resi- 
dence of Mrs. F. in Sixteenth street ; I had 
seen her before during that year at my church, 
at her house, and at the house of Mr. Willis^ 
of ah evening ; in midsummer I called at an 
invitation, I think from Mrs. Willis or Mr* 
Willis ; it was to meet some literary friends 
at tea ; I don't recollect seeing her at any 
other times ; the interview in Sixteenth street 
was in the autumn ; I knew they were about 
to proceed for a divorce between Mr. and 
Mrs. F. ; think I knew it both by public rc^ 
port and private communication ; I had pre- 
viously called at the house in Sixteenth street 
to see Mrs. F. ; I think my lady was with me ; 
I know she purposed to call with me, but don't 
know if she did go ; I think I called more than 
once ; this was a call for friendship ; I think 
I was there half an hour ; I sat in the parlor ; 
it is impossible for me4o recollect who intro- 
duced the conversation on the difliculties ; it 
bad always been a matter of conversation 
when we met; I can't say if I asked her what 
his demeanor was ; I think I did ask her if 
they occupied the same bed and chamber ; I 
do not recollect she said so ; I don't know whjr 
that topic should have been introduced; it 
could not have originated with me, and I do 
not think it did with her; she usually spoke 
of his habitual kindness, and spoke of his un- 
common demeanor at an interview just pre- 
vious to my visit ; I know she spoke of his de- 
meanor to her as variable, as she said she had 
recently encountered a burst of temper from 
him on his return ; she referred to the por- 
trait, and said, that is the portrait of my nus- 
band, but you are not my husband ; I remem- 
ber she spoke of his treatment as variable^ 
but she may have used that phrase, " more 
like a sister than a wife ; " she used this Ulcl- 
I guagc — " For aevewi tQjcycCCD& "w^ \iS8:i^\s:^^^ 
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together as brother and sister ; " 1 saw things 
had come to such a pass that a divorce or sep- 
aration was inevitable ; I had no knowledge 
or ihooght upon the subject of their occupy- 
ing the same bed ; my mind was not upon 
that ; I think there was no other conversation 
between us as to marital intercourse ; it is the 
only time Mrs. F. made any allusion to that 
matter in that shape. I communicated this 
fact to Mr. F. in my library ; no one else 
present ; I think no one was present durinor 
mj conversation with Mrs. F. ; members of 
the fam'dy were passing in and out ; Airs. F. 
usually attended my church in Eichmond, 
Va., and other places, to hear me, but I only 
came here to take charge, shortly before these 
difficulties commenced ; she doubtless came out 
of deference to me as a personal friend ; I have 
called on Mrs F. once since the conversation 
alluded to, and then I did not see her ; I can- 
not recollect the date of these calls ; I visited 
Fonthill in the season of fruits, the only time 
I enjoyed the hospitality of the host ; I visited 
Mrs. F. to apologize for not beinpj able to 
dine with her ; she was not in and I left a 
note ; that note will explain the time ; in tuat 
I referred to the unhappiness of Mr. F. ; I 
went again with some ladies, to see the edifice 
at Fonthill, and saw Mr. F. at the farm house, 
as it is called ; my wife went with me the first 
time ; we dined there, remained a short time*, 
and returned about 3 o'clock, P. M ; Mr. F. 
showed us throujih the house ; I saw no one 
but the attendant on the table ; saw Mr. F. 
making his own fire in his own room where 
his books were ; there was very little arranofe- 
ment about the room ; I did not see his sleep- 
ing apartment ; there is a stone building in 
the Elizabethan style which we have here, 
and is a disgrace to this country. Fonthill is 
of a very costly character, displaying great 
taste, and evidence of great value ; I should 
suppose it would be vory expensive to live 
there, and to indulge in the splendid misery 
of fashionable life, would cost a great deal in 
such a building. 

The following singular note was then identi- 
fied by the witness as being in his handwriting, 
and was read by Mr. O' Conor : 

Dear " Kate." — Your kind invitation to 
" eatin," at 3 P. M., came to hand at 11 this 
morning, I forthwith posted to your taberna- 
cle, and now here I i.s, to say that it is tinpos- 
sible, utterly to be with you as df S4red. 

At the hour you name the dead are to be 
buried, and at almost every other hour for 
many days and nights to come, 1 shall be up to 
my eyes in work. Last week I was in four 
congreorations, in Providence, Boston and Sa- 
lem. Next week but no matter. Wife 

sends lots of love. 

Yours, pertinaciously, 

Magoon. 

Mr. O* Conor remarked, in justice to the 



witness, that the ungrammatical parts of the 
note were intentional, and underscored by 
the writer. 

By Mr. V. B. — Certain portions of the man* 
sion house at Fonthill were incomplete when I 
was there ; I had frequently occasion to see 
Mr. F., and, for twelve years, I have occasion- 
ally seen the parties ; Mr. F. broached the 
subject of their difficulties to me at my church, 
but I cannot say when it was ; I knew the . 
matter had become notorious before he had 
said anything to me of the causes of their sep- 
aration. 

Q. What accommodations had Mr. F. at 
Fonthill ? 

A. He was in the farm-house, and the place 
did not manifest any good ^ousewifery ; there 
was an air of desolation about the place, aod 
myself and my wife both felt oppressed with 
it as we came away ; there were a few books 
there ; the coal lay in one quarter of the 
room, and shavings in another ; his garnoents 
were there ; one of ray books was there, ad- 
dressed to them as personal friends ; it was 
" Republican Christianity ; " I did not see 
that there ; I do not know where it is now; 
I have usually called Mrs..F. " Kate," and Mr. 
F. ^' Ned," whatever may have been their re- 
laiions to my child. 

John Kent called. — I am a native of Ire- 
land, Co. Tipperary, and have been here three 
years. I lived with j\Ir. Grinnell ; then went 
toN. P.Willis; he lived then at No. 19 Lud- 
low Place, Houston street ; I came in Febru- 
ary, and we remaiw^d to May, 1849 ; then he 
removed to Fourth street ; I know Mrs. F. ; I 
stayed with Mr. Willis until the 17th of July, 
1850 ; I have seen Mrs. F often at the house 
of Willis; I was sent for her often by Mrs. 
Willis ; Mr. Willis gave me a letter or note for 
Mrs. F. at about 11 or 12 o'clock at night, I 
can't say whi(!h ; it was along in April or 
May, when in Fourth street, in 1850; I gave 
the note to Mrs. F. ; I can't say if it was her 
or the servant ; I waited for the answer ; Mrs. 
F. came out to the door to me, and told me 
she would be down there. 

When Mr. Willis gave me the note, he told 
me to attend Mrs. F. down ; I did'nt wait, I 
came home ; I saw her come in and go up 
stairs, the same night, on the third floor of Mr. 
Willis's house, the same evening as I took the 
note ; she could not have been in very long 
at the time I saw her going up stairs; she haa 
her street dress on ; I can't say if her bonnet 
was on or off; there was a room on the third 
floor front, always for her when she came ; I 
don't know if she saw anybody before she 
went up to this room ; I saw her next morning 
going out at the front door ; I don't know who 
let her out; herself was able to open the door; 
I saw no one was with her ; I had not waited 
breakfast for her ; we had breakfast after she 
went away a long time ; I have seen her there 
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ten or twelve times dining with Mr. and Mrs. 
Willis ; I have known her to dine when Mrs. 
Willis was not alone ; I remember they dined 
twice alone; that is all I remember of it; 
once a visitor called while they were at din- 
ner ; he was shown into the front paslor ; the 
dining-room was in the back room ; there was 
a door leading from the dining-room to the 
parlor, which was shut ; you could not see ex- 
cept when the curtains were drawn; thny 
were drawn then in a way no one could see 
through ; Mr. Willis would pass out of the 
entry until he came to the door. 

Q. Have you seen them together ? 

A. No ; but I have seen Mr. Willis come 
out of Mrs. F.*s room on the third floor front ; 
I was going up to bed with a lijzht in my 
hand, and Mr. Willis was coming out of IMrs. 
F/s room ; when he saw me he thought to 
draw back, but he come so far that he come 
ahead. [A laugh.] 

Q. How was he dressed ? 

A. Well, he had his pantaloons on him ; 
had no shoes excepting he might have slip- 
pers ; I think he had nothing on but his 
stockings, no coat on, nor no hat ; he had the 
rest of his clothes on ; his shirt, I mean, he 
had no waistcoat on ; he said, ** Good night, 
dear," to Mrs. F. ; that was about the time he 
saw me ; he was spt^aking the word as I came 
up; I left Mr. Willis in July, 1850; I have 
been in the Astor House for seven or eight 
months. 

Q. At these dinners who drank, and what 
was drank ? 

A. Mr. Willis drank wine, and Mrs. F. 
drank champagne ; 1 cannot tell how much, 
sometimes more and sometimes less ; she al- 
ways took a good quantity ; I have been at 
Washington of late ; I got a letter froin Mrs. 
F. ; it was handf d to me by Mr. Blanknian, 
for to convey mc on to New York ; 1 doii'l 
know who paid my expenses ; but Mr. Blank- 
tnan paid it. 

By O'Conor. — He is in court, (witness 
points Biankman out,) he (tailed on me in 
Washingron, last Fri.iay evening; I had no 
other call for any other agent whilst there ; I 
was not there quite a fortnight ; I was in no 
employment but looking for it; I was living 
in Pennsylvania Avenue with a Mr. Gardner, 
who is working at the National Hotel there ; 
Mr. Stevens, Andrew Stevens, has spoke to 
me once or twice before; I cannot say how 
often. 
'By the Court. — ^It was in New York. 

By 0*Conor. — I can't say if he spoke once or 
twice, nor more than twice, nor more than six 
times, nor more than a dozen times, I cannot 
tell wi)^n that was, some time last summer ; it 
was at his own office ; I knew Mr. S. was a 
friend of Mr. F. ; that was not quite the rea- 
son I went there; I came there to tell Mr. S. 
that I should like to see Mr. F. to testify to 



the , truth of what I had seen between Mr. 
Willis and Mrs. Forrest ; Mr, Stevens did not 
take my story then ; he told me to come to his 
office another time ; I did so in two or three 
days after ; I then saw him with Mr. Burr 
and some of the workmen ; he took mejdown 
to Wall street to see Mr. Van Buren, and he 
took my story; Mr. Forrest was present; I 
was there three quarters of an hour ; I don't 
recollect if I signed the statement ; I did not 
go to Mr. Stevens by advice of any body ; on 
my own motion ; he was the first man I saw on 
the affair ; I was then living at No. 30, Avenue 
B ; I had been a week idle ; perhaps a little 
longer; before that I worked at No. 650 
Broadway ; the livery stable I left because ho 
would only pay me half what I earned ; not 
even that ; I left on my own accord ; he wish- 
ed me to stay ; I was there nine or ten weeks ; 
I was looking for an employment after that ; I 
can't tell how long after I began 'to look for 
employ. 

The question was repeated as to one, two 
three, four, live, six and seven months, and at 
last the witness sairi, " I looked for it before 
?even months ; " first worked in a store three 
miles out of Troy, in Jjansinghurg ; can tell ' 
the name of one gentleman; his name was 
Garwin ; 1 was only there four days; it was a 
grocery store ; I left as they didn't want me ; 
they did not take me on trial either; they 
took me while packing sugar, and when 
that was done I left ; before that I looked for 
employ in New York; one I asked for work 
was ilr. Jones, corner o? Houston ' and 
M'Dougal street ; I went up to Troy on the 
boat ; I did not try here very hard for work ; 
I went" to find work at Albany ; got some of 
one lliley, in Lansingburg ; it was a boarding 
house ; 1 was there near three weeks ; it is a 
country place ; I looked all over the country 
for work ; I got back to New York. 

Q. At the time you left Brewer's had you 
any mor»eyV 

A. — Yes ; I should say something less than 
S20; I don't know if I had $10; I don't 
know if 1 had $0 ; I know I had $1 and $2 ; 
but I don't know if I had S3 ; I- came to this 
country in February, 1849 ; I came alone ; my 
brother came here i-iuce; he lives up town ; I 
cannot tell the number or the street; some- 
where about Fiftieth street ; his name is Pat- 
rick Kent; he came about two months ago, 
and has not done much since ; I pay twenty 
shillings a week for my board in Avenue B ; 
I lived at Muteatty's until I started for Troy; 
I paid s^ome ; I don't know how much, or how 
much I owed ; I cannot tell how many weeks 
I owed, whether one or two weeks when I 
left. 

O' Conor. — Did you see any other a?ent of 
Mr. Forrest's from the time you taw Mr. Ste- 
vens until you saw Mr. Biankman ? 

Witness. — No; I saw axyQ^.Vi^T 5{^ts^«»wsw, 
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named Graham, before I saw Blankman; it 
was before I saw Steyens; I met him in a 
house on Broadway ; don't know the number 
or between what streets ; it is not a store ; do 
not know if it is a private house ; it is on the 
left hand side as I go up, but I can't say ; 1 
don^t know his business ; I think he is a coun- 
seller-at-law; don't know if he is in Court; I 
think I have seen him but once ; can't tell ; it 
is a large brick building, somewhere about 
Tenth street; his own name is on the door, 
on a plate either brajs or silver ; Mr. Stevens 
gave me word to be there such an evening ; 
it was after I had seen Van Buren that I saw 
Graham ; my statement was made before that ; 
they asked me a few questions, and I an- 
swered them ; I don't recollect any other 
agent of Mr. Forrest ; I have received money 
from Stevens; he lent me So, and I paid him 
back a^in ; it was when I was at work at the 
Astor House before I called ; I went there to 
work in April or May, 1851; I was there 
seven or eight months ; the $5 loan was dur- 
ing that time ; I had been working there be- 
fore he lent me the $5 ; can't tell how long ; 
when I left Brewer it was the summer of 1850. 
Q. Was that the only money you received 
from Stevens? 

. A. I got S3 or $5 after that, and I think 
I never repaid it; I ran Stevens' errands 

Eretty much while I was idle; I can't tell 
ow long ; more than a month ; can't say if it 
was two; Mr. Stevens paid me for running 
his errands. 

Q. How much ? 

A. Well, he didn't pay altogether; he 
sometimes gave me $1, sometimes $2 ; I made 
no bai^ain, and gave him no receipt ; some- 
times I would go to his store, sometimes he 
would send; once he came himself; I don't 
remember what he wanted me to do ; I went 
down town with him, not to his store, but to 
Wall street ; witness to Van Buren ; he took 
me out to a commissioner of deeds, some- 
where near Chamber and Center streets; I 
sl^ed and swore to the statement; it was 
after I had been at- Van Buren's; Stevens 
did not send for me to do any other business 
except this about the Forrest's business ; when 
I went to Stevens to go on errands the 
appointment was for me to go about twelve 
ociock, and sometimes not until three o'- 
clock ; what I did was pretty much all about 
the Forrest case; I have not stated all the 

f laces I have been to about the Forrest case ; 
cannot say where or when ; I cannot say if 
I was more than once at Van Buren's, only 
once to Graham's ; I don't recollect any other 
place. 

Q. Have you received any money from 
Forrest ? 

A. No, nor nothing else; have not re- 
ceived any money from any other agent of 
Forrest's. 



Q. Do you know General Lyman ? 

A. Yes, I knew him at Willis's, and it 
the Astor House ; had a conversation with hia 
about this business ; did not tell him anythisg; 
he asked me the question ; told him 1 knev 
nothing about it; told him I knew nothing 
against Mrs. Forrest or Mr. Willis ; had seet 
Stevens before that ; heard the statement be- 
fore the commissioner; Stevens told me if anj 
one should ask me, to tell them I knew 
nothing of it; it was untrue what I said to 
General Lyman; [here the witness smiled] 
had no other reason. 

Q. Do you say what Stevens tells yoa, 
whether it is true or false ? 

A. Not on many accounts ; told it on tluil 
account^ 

Q. How many times have you seen Mrs. 
Forrest at Mr. Willis's ? 

A. More than ten times ; she remained 
there for weeks at one time ; think she has 
lived there two or three weeks, more or less; 
think it was in Fourth street ; think in tk 
summer time ; Mrs. Willis was at home at tlie 
time. 

Q. Who formed the company at dinner? 

A. I did; (a laugh;) I cannot tell who 
dined there ; Mr. and Mrs. Willis sometimcB; 
I can't say if Mr. Willis was home that time; J 
the time I saw Willis come out of Mrs. F.'i 
room was not during the spell when Mn. 
Forrest was living there ; at the time I took 
the note to Mrs. Forrest of an evening, Mrs. 
Willis was unwell ; I do not know the cause 
of her illness ; I don't know if a child had 
been born before she arrived, but one mi 
born after she came ; I don't know if it ir» 
within a week or a month or two months; 1 
can't say if Mrs. Willis was sick for seven! 
days, but she was sick, and I don't know how 
long she was sick ; I knew of no other wcmeA 
being there except the servants of the house; 
Mrs. Willis was sick three or four weeks more 
or less ; I often brought Mrs. Forrest & note^ 
but can't say whether it was whilst M» 
Willis was sick or not ; I think Mrs. Beww 
has sat up with Mrs. Willis; I don't know if 
Mrs. Benson was there the night Mrs. Forrcit 
came, but she sat up or lay down with her; I 
did not go into Mrs. Willis's sick room VOX 
often ; after the note I saw Mrs. Forrest fl* 
the first flight of stairs ; I was going up fiie* 
the kitchen to the parlor ; she was going opt 
I did not see anybody in the parlor; Ini- 
Forrest did not go into any room on 6* 
second story, but went in tne. third storf! 
I did not follow her but I went half up til 
second flight of stairs so that I could see her; 
she had no light ; there was no hght as I cmVI 
see, and she went up to her room ; I dbnld set 
because there was light from below, and I 
went up to close the shutters ; I did not htV 
her open the door or close it, and I did n^ 
see anything of her again that night; I 
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ie bad gone up to her room, but I did 
ition it to anybody, until I did to "hUr, 
; Mr. Willis gave me the note for 
irrest in the bed-room of Mrs. Willis ; 
me to wait for an answer, and to wait 
. Forrest ; I don't suppose there was 
r else in the room except myself and 
I Mrs. Willis; she was sick; I don't 

anything was said before I started 
3 note; I did not see anybody write 
3 ; I can't say if Mrs. Benson was in 
m or not; I cannot say if anybody 
s there ; I am not sure if there was a 
ere ; I don't suppose Mr. Willis was 
id entirely; I don't suppose he had 
t — he had pantaloons on; I think I 
stairs or in the kitchen, I don't know ; 
know if Mr. Willis had to come for 
to send some one ; when Mrs. W. was 
r. Willis did not occupy the same 
[ have no recollection of being in her 
\er dark ; it was the same night I car- 
j note that I saw WilUs ooming out of 
m of Mrs. Forrest; I think it was 
lear 12, and before 12 ; I think it was 
') minutes after I saw Mrs. Forrest go 
» room ; I had a lamp with me, and 
)ped in the parlor to close up ; when I 
p I did not run up ; I went slowly ; I 
ppose I made much noise, as I did not 
eavy shoes, but wore slippers ; I think 
r was 15 or 20 feet from the head of 
rs ; I did not stand at all when I saw 
illis ; I was walking ; I can't say in 
rt of the entry I was; I was not quite 
;op of the sta^irs ; I was something less 
enty steps from the top when I caught 

AVillis; he was just at the door; I 
ot see him if he was half in and half 

was near the door ; there was a little 
n entry way near the door, and the 
Willis's room came a small bit further 
e room which Mrs. Forrest occupied; 

about the length of his arm from 
r. 

le Court — He came out from Mrs. F.'s 
f a door which led into the entry. 
[r. O' Conor — He caught si^ht of me 
i cominn; straight-a-head ; I heard the 
►sed ; Willis went into his own room 
ent straight to bed ; there was a door 
communicating between Willis's and 
trrest's room ; 1 never spoke of that 

to Willis or to anybody until I spoke 
kevens ; I don't recollect if Mrs. For- 
upied that room any other times except 
ht and the spell she lived there, 
id you ever see Mrs. Forrest go into 
m on any other ni^ht except the spell 
i there and that night ? 
don't recollect that i ever saw her or 
3r to spend the night there at any other 
don't recollect that I carried any other 

Mrs. Forrest of an evening but this 



one ; I heard Mr. Willis say " Good night, 
dear," just as I caught sight of him ; I sup]}08e 
he commenced it before he saw me and finish- 
ed it as I hove in sight ; I heard it very 
distinctly ; it was in a clear, loud, distinct ^one ; 
there was another female who slept in the 
third *8tory ; Willis's daughter slept there. Miss 
Imogene ; her door was very near the door of 
Mrs. Forrest's room ; the door closed after I 
caught sight of Willis. 

Q. How long did you stay with Mr. Grin- 
nell? 

A. I think ten or eleven days ; I worked in 
South street, working a team of horses, and 
loading the New World. 

Q. How long since you left the Astor 
House ? 

A. ^ast Monday was a fortnight ; I gave 
up work to go to Washington ; I left of my 
own accord, and was not discharged ; on the 
morning of Mrs. . Forrest's visit i gave Mr. 
Willis his breakfast ; I don't recollect who was 
there, Mrs. Willis or Miss Imogene. 

By Mr. Van Buren — I was recommended 
in England by a lady to Mr. At^illis ; she was 
on a visit in Ireland at a gentleman's house ; 
she took a liking to me, and sent me off to 
America, and paid my passage all the way, 
and gave me a letter to jMr. Willis ; Grinnell 
and Mrs. Willis are connected ; my face was 
towards Willis, and his towards me when I 
saw him in the third story ; I was facing and 
I was coming up ; I had got very near the top 
of the landing ; Willis occupied the backroom, 
third story, and the room I call Mrs. F.'s was 
in the front ; I have never seen the passage 
open ; Miss Imogenc's room was in front 
and over the hall'; to Mrs. Forrest's room 
there is a closet which has an inner communi- 
cation from the front to the backrooms ; the 
doors are about ten. feet apart ; after that I 
returned to the kitchen after I had closed the 
blinds on the second staircase ; I remained in 
the kitchen seven or eight minutes, but step- 
ped in the parlor to shut the blinds. 

Q. Who is Mrs. Benson ? 

A. IMrs. Benson is a monthly nurse ; I do 
not suppose she was there at this time, but I 
can't say ; I can't say if Mrs. Willis knew of 
Mrs. Forrest being there ; I know where Grace 
Church is on Broadway. 

[It was here admitted that it was David 
Graham's house to which the witness had been 
taken. Mr. O'Conor said that there could 
be no difficulty about that] 

Q.' What did General Lyman say to you ? 

A. He said he met Willis on Broadway, and 
he told me that I (the witness) waseoing to give 
evidence against him (Willis) lor Forrest; 
aflter that Gen. Lyman brought Willis to tea, 
and Willis asked me if I would go to his house 
on the following evening, when 1 did go up to 
Fourth street; Mrs. Willis was then in the 
country, he said. 
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Mr. Van Buren — At that interview with 
€ren. Lyman, was any nionej- j^iven you ? 

Witness — Yes» one dollar that Sunday or 
the Sunday before Mr. Willis came ; I don't 
remember what time Imogene went to bed ; 
not so late as ten or eleven o'clock : her door 
was closed. 

Mr. Van Buren— That's all. 

Chief Justice — This witness has said he told 
Gen. Lyman that he knew nothing; of this tran- 
saction ; was this before or after Willis was 
present ? 

Witness — Willis was not present at that 
time. 

By Mr. O'Conor — Mrs. Willis was not at 
home at the time ; I was at Willis's house and 
remained half an hour ; that is, I did not see 
her ; 1 generally jrave Gen. Lyman his break- 
fast at the Asror llouse; it is usual for <:en tie- 
men to give a gratuity of a dollar or a half 
dollar to the waiter ; between the second and 
third story of Willii's house there is a back 
"window, and wo generally kept the windows 
closed in wintt»r time : it was April or May 
when Mrs. Willis was sick. 

Parke Godwin called by Mr. O'Conor — I 
reside in Lexington avenue ; I am the husband 
of the lady who was examined here the other 
day ; I have known Mr. and Mrs. Forrest 10 
or 12 years ; in January, I8i9, 1 loaned Mr. 
Forrest a book ; it was a translation of a French 
novel called ** Consuelo ;" the oris'inal was 
written bv (leor«:e Sand. 

Q. Is (jieorge Sand a woman ? 

A. It is the name ur.thT which a woman 
writes ; I presume Mrs. F. knew of it from a 
question she asked me, why did he borrow 
that book ? I think she asked me, bur I don't 
know ; I said I supposed he had borrowed 
them to read them ; there were two volumes ; 
she said it was not that, it was about a foolish 
or a ridiculous letter which Jamieson had writ- 
ten ; I did not learn that it was a letter writ- 
ten to her or in the possession of Mr. F. 

Cross-examined by O'Conor — I am one of 
the editors of the Evening Post, published in 
this city ; my lady is the daughter of Wm. C. 
Br3'ant, the senior editor of that paper ; I was 
introduced to Mr. and Mrs. F. by Mr. Bry- 
ant's family ; it was about twelve years ago, 
before I was married ; since then I have been 
more or less intimate with Mr. and Mrs. F. ; 
Mr. F, visited the family of Mr. Bryant up to 
the time of separation ; he had amicable and 
friendly relations with our family ; between 
January and May, 1849, 1 visited the femily 
of Mr. F. once or twice ; my lady Was with 
me ; once we took supper there, at 10 or 11 
o'clock ; Mr. and Mrs. F. and ourselves were 
there; perhaps Virginia — I don't recollect; 
my wife wrote me not to come home to din- 
ner, but to come up to her at Mr. F.'s, and I 
think I rode up with Mr. F. from the theatre ; 
he was playing at that time ; I cannot say 
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what time it was — whether before or after ij 
lent the book ; I visited Fon thill withMr.F.j 
it was before they broke up houst^keeping; 
— I am wrong ; it was after we came 
from Fonthili to Thirteenth street, where 
F. hired a horse, and we walked up to 
supper with him ; I went to Fonthid with! 
F. and returned with him . that day ; I 
present when Mrs. F. was brought to my h( 
at the time of the separation ; bhe came ini: 
carriage with Mr. F. ; I do not know bat ij 
saw him there once after that ; I have mJ 
distinct recollection ; my family consisted of«i 
and my wife's sisfer, Julia Bryant, and <wf 
children, who are small. 

Q. Were you at Mr. Voorhies' farewd 
party, previous to his goinjr to California? 

A. Yes, at the house of Mr. Ingham in Greit 
Jones street, where thev were boarding. 

Q. Was Mrs. F. there ? 

A. She was; when she left Mr. and Mm 
Lawson, myself and wife went with her in tlie 
s«me carriage ; she took thera first to their 
house, and then left us at our hou.-e ; she tlea 
left for her homo ; it was pretty late ; coaH 
not give the date of that i)arty ; it was the 
depth of winter, a pretty cold night ; Mr. and 
Mrs Voorhii^s were present ; they gave the 
party ; one of his sisters ; perhaps two ; ilr* 
and Mrs. W. C. Bryant were there; Mr. Val-^ 
entine G. Hall, Rev. Mr. Bellows, Mrs. Kirk- 
land and daughter ; Mr. and Mrs. N. P. Willis; 
don't remember aisy more ; yes, Mrs. Kale 
Sedgewick was there; Capt Button and his 
daughter, I thii k, were there ; ]\Ir. and Mr 
Ingham and Charles Ingham ; 1 am not certain 
about him ; Rev. James T. Ilcadloy was there; 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawson were there, and otlien, 
making a large company ; do not know if Mr. 
Andrt'w Stevens was there or not; previoiH 
to this I had visited the house a good deal in 
Tw^enty -second street ; mostly of an evening, 
but occasionally at dinner at three or fonr 
o'clock ; if there were no invited company, w 
sat in the library equally so, whether he ^ 
at. home or not at home; we took suppo 
always in the dining-room, and not in the lih-- 
rary ; when Forrest was at home we would go 
away earlier or later ; no uniform 'rule aborf 
it ; have stayed there till twelve or one o'clodcj 
the lady of the house generally stayed . up is 
the library ; know Captain Howard and hi^ 
seen him; I don't recollect any special eve** 
ing when I was there and Forrest absent, 
although I think I was present on two occasio* 
when Howard was there and Forrest absenti 
have no recollection of remaining all nigbt; 
was present when Mr. and Mrs. Forrest airf 
Mr. and Mrs. Voorhies dined together: tfcl 
year previous to the separation Mrs. F. was* 
the habit of visiting the family of the Bi^anli 
or my own ; have seen Forrest at the house of 
Bryant rarely : came to my house not mort 
than once; have visited Mrs. Forrest wfail 
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i^ lived in Sixteenth street; once in the day 
oae bat generally in the evening ; my lady 
»]ierally called in the day tin>e ; she was 
<ere twice in the day time, certainly onco ; 

^as at a dinner ; a Christmas dinner ; Mrs. 
prrest, Mr. and Mrs. Voorhies, Mr. and 
jra. N. P. Willis, Mr. and Mrs. Godwin, Vir- 
nta, MUs Games, and a young lady from 
^ston, a niece of Willis, were there. 

^y Van Buren — Mrs. F. did not speak (o 
a of having received a Gonsuelo letter, nor 
i^r written comraimicatioii from Jamieson ; 
»Xi*tknow that she faid Mr. F. had found such 
Letter; she said he had rummajjed her draw- 
s and found some letters ; I understood he 
•<3 found some of her sister's letters, or her 
'ivate letters ; it was since this talk of a sep- 
ation was going on ; she did not refer to 
I jrthing at Pittbbiirof, but said she had nn t 
Lmiesoa at Gincinnati; she did not refer to 
iy communication made by JMrs. F. to Mr. 
kinieson ; she ?aid Mr. F. had coine in the 
om and found jMr. Jamit^son tht- re ; I have 
> remi^mbrance of any other wonJs; at the 
Qner I speak of, 1 knew Mr. and Mrs. Yoor- 
Bs were married a uionih or so before ; I do 
>t know how long; at the party of Mr. 
^orhies I did nor sei^ Mrs. F. smoke, it \vv.< 
:> cold; I have &ecn her put a ci^ar in Wv 
^utli and take a [-ufl* or ivny ; I did not sec 
»• smoke; I dou't remeinbyr it; Cijpf. IIow- 
rl was there. 



It referred to a conversation which he had 
with Mrs. F. in April, 1849. The subject of 
her separation from Mr. F. was discussed, and 
she admitted, with tears, that it was too true, 
and that she was the cause of it ; she was of a 
very high temper, and showed it too much, 
lie offered to be the means of reconciliation 
between them, but Mrs. F, said she feared it 
could not be done. 

Never had a converpation with Greo. Roberts 
of Boston, relative to F.*s separation from his 
wife. 

Edward W. Burr sworn. — T reside at No. 
122 Allen street;^ am a manufacturing jewel- 
ler ; my firm is Biirr & Stevens ; Stevens* first 
name is Aiidrew ; I knew Mr. and Mrs. For- 
rest ; have known her since shortly after New 
Year's day, 1841); she used to come to our 
place of business, which was then hS9 Bioad- 
way ; she used to come once or twiije a week 
uutd May, and after that the came oftener; 
she. used to come three or four times a week 
during the summer, 1849; we have several 
men to woik in our workshop, wliich is divided 
by a partition from the store. ; had no employ- 
ment for her or coamiission ; ^he once re- 
([ucstod niH to lock out for a hou.e for ber, in 
Scpfcniber or OctobtT hii-f ; she has spoken 
to nic ;ibout the treatment of her bv Forrest; 
!:ave Iniown him f-ineo the <i"immer of 1847; 
T::e siiiiject of this difiV'i enre vas often spoken 
Jiboui ; ]\Irs. F. said the vnv.-^c of this separa* 



JKy O'Conor — I boirded in the sarnie hoi.'se I t'vm was a diiVoren'.M of o;>iiiion- between 



th Mr. and Mrs. Vooihie?, when tluj child 
i« horn ; I was present at-ht-r iiuir. i.i«xe. 
O'Conor submitted to the Court wne'hor 
^ould be allowed for counsel lo go on and 
ike it appear thar Mr. anil Mrs. Voorhies 
c3 not been married within ninc; ino^jths of 
a binh of their first ehiUl, an i thorel>y lia<- 
"dize their offspring. 

^bo Chief Justice taid — I ean oiilv ^av tha^ 
5 most e.'vtreme latitude has l^^vn t.>jken, and 
th respect to this lady, the insinuations had 
Bn most unwarrantable, and so far as rouarJs 
» ch iracter of the lady, her rei)utatioii had 
f*n Wasted. 

Van Buren — I saw Capt. Ilotvard in Great 
D(« street only once. 
Xhe Court adjourned until Friday. 
PRIDAY, Dkc. 2G, 1851.— a considerable 
t'tion of ihe morning was occupied in discu:^s- 
l the admissibility of certain evidence of 
c. Lester and others, sai^ to tend towank^ 
ivinjr lewd and improper conduct on the 
Pt of Mrs. Forrest, wiih persons itot charged 
^h having committed adulteiy with her. 
The Court wished it to be understood that 
iy would not lend themselves to admit re- 
Uing testimony of a similar character; the 
Nation would be argued when it arose. 
VtLtk Buren then read the testimony 'Se hen 
e of John Green, manager of a theatre at 
ihville, Tenn. 



ilum ; she i.nm(«i the cruse of her separation 
shortly afrcr lier n'turu from the coumry ; she 
said she had Tie\er known a lady with a more 
kind and eonsider^t-i hc.^band than Forrest, 
up to the Macrciidy dJiiiouiry. 

I had belbn"; thnt time veail in the papers, 
and Hho heard in the street. th.;ir this was the 
e;iu.se ( f ilu'ir separation; liever learnt from 
f'V.T.'s^ the <anfeof the sc]»aratior.; n.-ver heard 
him spt-Mk of it in the mo>t. nmore manner, un- 
til Nvi ij.i a J Jay or two ot' Christmas, 1849; 
nc\<-riclil F. what cause she had a>»iigr;td to 
me ui til Imst rJaT-uary; know of no apency on 
my part for F., further than act& of kindness 
which I hove done for him; have paid out 
moi;ey for Forrest ; "we ki ep an open account ; 
he has loaned me money up to $5500 ; do not 
know how the account stands now ; have 
heard Mrs. Forre&t speak of the custom of 
society compelling pe,ople to live together 
when there was no affection between them ; 
she said on one occasion that it would he bet- 
ter to Bej)arate as they had done; that living 
together without affeetion was nothing better 
than a legaliz.-d pro>litution; that was her 
e.\act expression ; she said so in the fore part 
of the summer, 1849 ; agreed with her in opin- 
ion; the Macieady difficulty was on the 10th 
May, 1849. 

Cross examined — Have been in partnership 
j with Stevens since Ist May, 1847 \1 now k«.«^ 
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at 315 Broadway; I deal in watches, do not 
mend watches; do not take in watches to 
mend except from personal friends; do not 
know if the account between us and Mr. F. 
is entered up ; do not know of any difficulty 
in producing our account book here; keep 
longer no account with him ; keep a ledger ; 
I think every item paid for F. is entered on 
the cash book ; do not choose to produce the 
book with a subpoena ; last saw Mr. Stevens 
at our place of business this morning ; do not 
know that I was regularly introduced to him ; 
he came to the store to see Stevens ; he has 
been very intimate with him ; and also with 
me ; have dined at least fifty times with him ; 
never dined with him at Twenty-second 
street ; first dined with him after the separa- 
tion ; Stevens has been more active than I in 
attending to matters for Mr. F. ; have done 
nothing for F. in obtaining or speaking to 
witnesses ; I think it is very likely Mr. Ste- 
vens has ; he has spoken to persons who are 
going to be witnesses ; that was at our place ; 
have seen Robert Garvin and John Kent 
there ; Stevens and I met Mr. Blankman in 
the street; I think Stevens was at home 
during my conversations with Mrs. F.; Mrs. 
F. was better acquainted with him than with 
me ; know of Mr. and Mrs. F. meeting at our 
place after their separation ; it was about 
noon ; think it was accidental ; it was in sum- 
mer, 1849 ; some of our workmen were 
present ; did not hear what passed between 
them ; Mrs. F. called at the office door, and I 
invited her in, telling her that Mr. F. was in 
the "shop ; when I went in, Mr. F. spoke to 
some other person ; I told him Mrs. F. was 
there ; he said he knew it ; think lie knew it 
from seeing her pass the window ; I have not 
been eubpoenaed here ; have been requested 
to come since the first day of the trial here ; Mp. 
F. .told me he would want me; have been 
here but twice ; do not know if my partner 
has been subpoenaed ; he was in Court the 
first day ; I know a man named George C. 
Carter; saw him first in the latter part of 
August last; do not know that he received 
money from our firm ; he may have received 
money from Mr. Stevens; I think he did 
once ; that would be three or four weeks ago ; 
do not know how much he got, or for what 
purpose; do not know if he is in Court; 
think he is gone to sea ; was not present at 
the Astor Place riot ; was at Christie's at the 
time ; think the Macready difficulty occurred 
at Philadelphia ; do not know it occurred in 
Europe; Mr. Macready was playing at the 
Astor Place Opera house when the difficulty 
took place ; in sp<^aking of the Philadelphia 
difficulty, I refer to a card published by For- 
rest, in answer to a 9{>eech made by Macready. 
Re-examined — Have seen Mr. Stevens re- 
ceive letters and he said they came from Mrs. 
F.; recollect seeing a letter written by Mrs. 



F. and I noticed it by the pecidii 
writing ; never saw her write ; I on 
side J but did not read it ; do not kni 
letter is among these ; Mr. and Mitf^ 
together only a few moments when' 1 
at our store ; when I told Mr. F. tlifft 
was there he seemed to hesitate, a4i 
moment or two he suddenly turned t 
into the office ; Mr. F. left fir^jt, andf 
lowed soon after. • ^ 

By O'Conor— J^Ir. F. has calledj 
every day when he was in the city dl 
past year ; think he has been quite i\ 
times there in that period ; he may In 
there 200 times ; know of bis being 
risburg about the divorce, in May, 188 
that time up to December he was at i 
as frequently as he was since then ; 1 
at his house during that time and dim 

Anna Flower recalled — I was k 
my nurse under the name of Mrs. Elm 
took that name at the suggestion of M 
garet Sinclair (Mrs. Voorhies.) 

Cross-examined— Did you not go 
other name ? 

Q. Not by the name of Raymond ? 

A. No, but he laid his plans. 

Counsel — Well, that will do. 

Witness — And I hope you have do 
me, I declare ! 

O'Conor — But the witness mustn 
the city. 

C. Edwards Lester recalled — The 
who called me back showed me into 
lor or reception room, and immediate 
Mrs. F. entered herself; it was about 
mas, 1848. 

Q. State what occurred. 

A. Mrs. F. introduced I.jrself on ei 
I knew it was her either because sh< 
servant said so ; I had no business wit 
she with me ; 1 called to see Mr. F.; 
seen my card, because the servant ha 
to her, and I think she had it in h( 
i*hen she came into the parlor ; I thii 
written Mr. F.'s name on it, or reque 
servant to give it to him. 

Q. What was said and done ? 

A. Have no distinct recollection 
was said ; can give 'a general idea of 
ter ; I know positively that Mrs. F. ai 
some conversation about Mr. F. and Mi 
and am equally sure that she intro" 
herself. _ 

Q. What did she say ? 

A. She remarked that Mr. F. wa 
very strangely about Macready, and 
expression I remember distinctly, f 
" He was acting like a fool," and she 
to understand that the less I had to 
Mr. F. about the play I had, the 
would be for me ; I think she also i 
Mr. F. had told her about my note t 
wished him to look at the play ; can 
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Ehing else Mrs. Forrest said on that Tpomt ; 
t it did not concern me at all ; our inter- 
Bw lasted 20 or 25 minutes ; I rose to go 
I^KOse I knew of no reason in the world 

KI should stay ; I never had heard of any 
julty between thcni) and I felt as if I 
i^ed to leave ; I did not sit down long ; she 
^ited me to take a seat as any other lady 
Mild do ; I believe Mrs. F. asked me to sit a 
fe^e longer ; it struck me that she was very 
hlite ; it was a ♦very cold morning and IVIrs. 
» asked me if I would drink something ; I 
Cnai^ed it was rather early to drink, (laugh- 
p) and I usually began later in the day, but 
lad walked through ^he snow, and about 
■U time the servant brought a decanter and 
auses, and I drank some very excellent 
audy and water ; she asked me also if I 
auld not drink some champagne ; I s;iid I 
^yer did before dinner ; am almost positive 

9 champagne was not drank ; think it was 
nought in ; Mrs. F. whether for compliment 

not drank or began to drink a glass of 
'«ndy and water with me. 

JSy the Court — She raised the glass to her 
»s as any two persons do when they drink. 

To Counsel — I did not carefully watch her 
Biss to preserve a recollection of what became 

her «T!asci ; s'le drank or &i])pGJ from it ; the 
Bfcter Wt^d cold ; did not stay long enough to 
atch the effect of the drinking ; did not ob- 
ITO any; I discovered something familiar in 
iT demeanor ; she was in her morning dress, 
plain ladies* dress, such as is worn by ladies 
kibre the usual hour of receiving company ; 
•served that Mrs. F. seemed to me in her 
icmner very much as other ladies whom 1 have 
ixnetimes seen after drinking more or less wine 
Lat excites the blood — the pulses. 

"When I went away, Mrs. F. lefc the draw- 
tg-room when I did, and our conversation 
nitinued till I got to the front door ; I open- 
i the door ; Mrs. F. remained in the hall till 
opened the door and left ; the ordinary com- 
limentd pissed at the door, and she invited 
te to call again ; this was before ten o'clock 
i the morning ; I never called again at that 
dose ; subsequent to that time I went to Mrs. 
'.*8 house in Sixteenth street; went there 
Uree times— twice in the evening, and once in 
ie daytime ; this last time was about one 
clock ; 1 saw Mrs. Forrcat, Mrs. Voorhies, 
ladame de Margueritte, who then lived with 
In. Forrest, Brougham, 4liie actor, and Geo. 
»• Foster ; I went in a carriage with the latter 
*o at their request to consult about a play ; 

10 not know it Madame de IMargucritte is 
Harried or a widow; the first time I went 
Vis in the evening, while I was boarding at 
3m Union Place Hotel ; I went at the request 
if Foster to be introduced to Madame de 
Ifai^eritte as a literary woman; I found 
in. Forrest, Madame de Margueritte, and 
ifrt. Yoorhies at borne. 



Cross-examined — I am Editor of the Herald 
of the Union; it is printed in Ann street ; one 
number of it is printed, and the other will 
when I get away from Court ; it was published 
on the Ist of December ; it is a folio double 
sheet, size of the London Times ; before that 
my occupation was that of a literary man, in 
history, geography, travels, &c. ; have been 
connected with the gallery of ** Illustrious 
Americans " before that ; the first number has 
appeared, about a year ago ; my employment 
as Consul at Genoa expired in Spring, 1848 ; 
1 was recalled ; since then I lived in this 
country ; I am not a clergyman. 

Q. Have you ever been what is commonly 
called a Minister of the Gospel V 

A. I have preached, and do so still. 

Q. Do you still preach the Gospel? 

A. When I take up that subject I do ; 
(laughter) ; the last sermon hy me was in a 
M^?tho'iist Church, before a number of Odd 
Fellows, in Columbia County ; (much laugh- 
ter) ; never was a clergyman, as 1 di fine the 
term ; have been before that in the same 
church; have had charge of a Chriotian con- 
gregation as a Minister of the Gospel ; that 
was eleven years ajjo, for a few months only ; 
that was in W<'st Siockbiidge, ^lass. 

Q. In what pt-r.^iuifion ? 

A. As Congregationalist ; left that occupa- 
tion in the main after 1 left the congregation ; 
was subject to much bleeding of the lungs and 
had to stop preaching ; resigned, there was 
no j)0wer to remove me ; I was entirely inde- 
pendent, and on my own hook ; was called 
then, and before, and! since, the ** Rev. Mr. 
Lester ;" may have called myself so, but do 
not know that I assumed the title ; the cause 
of my leaving was the bleeding of my lungs ; 
there was no other cause ; it was the desire of 
my congrpiration to stay, or I should have gone 
before; delivered last summer, an address to 
the congregation there ; fir.«;t spoke to Forrest 
about a month ago ; mot him at Brady's da- 
guerreotype gallery ; had not l>efore that been 
spoken to or subpanaed ; Wtis first subpoenaed 
on the thiul day of the triul ; did not know 
until then that I was to be a witness; first 
told my wife the circumstance of the interview 
with Mrs. Forrest immediately afrer getting 
home, as I generally do ; do not know what 
gentleman 1 spoke to about it first ; think I 
spoke to Forrest about it ; meeting him in the 
gallery, we had a word or two about his diffi- 
culty : I spoke about it first, and he asked me 
did I know her, and how long I had known 
her ; told him, in answer to his question, that 
I had called at his house to sec him ; do not 
remember that I had another conversation 
with him on the subject ; never borrowe«l or re- 
ceived money from him; never hail seen Mrs. 
Forrest before that morning, in Twenty-second 
street; no one was present at our interview 
but the 8erYaTit)«i.iLd. ^Vi'^ qi^:^ ^'wsi^Kxi "esA^s^x. 
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Wm. H. Smith sworn— I reside No. 235 
West Twenty-first street ; have been once at 
Mr. F.*8 house ; that was in *48 ; I saw a ser- 
vant and she asked me in the dining-room 
where I saw Mrs. F. ; did not enter the draw- 
ing-room ; only entered the door ; a gentleman 
was in the room with her ; do not know who 
he was ; they were enjraged in conversation ; 
they were seated, and Mrs. F. ro.^o on my en- 
tering ; I asked if* Mr. F. wjls at home ; made 
this inquiry at the front door ; Mrs. F. said he 
was out oif town ; Mrs. F. was sitting on an 
ottoman and the gentleman on a chair ; did 
not see anything peculiar about them ; saw 
nothing pass, said or done between them, no 
more than I supposed they were conversing ; 
it was midday. 

Van Buren spoke for a short time with Mr. 
F , and then told the witness he was not want- 
ed any longer. 
No cross-examination. 

James Lawson sworn — I reside No. 13G 
West Twelfth street ; I know Mr. and Mrs. 
F. ; have known Mr. F. for 25 years, and Mrs. 
F. since she has come to this country ; I know 
the pecuniary terms of their separation ; Mrs. 
F. was to receive through me $1,500 a year, 
payable quarterly in advance ; I paid it up to 
November of last year; the next was due the 
1st of February, and I refused to pay it. 
Q. Why? 

A. I explained that to Mr. Ilolland who 
called to see me ; I had read a pamphlet of 
previous proceedings in this case, and after 
reading that I refused to pay the money ; 1 
refused to pay in writing, and referred her to 
Mr. F. ; up to the 20th January, 1849, Mr. F. 
was always kind to his wife ; I used to see 
them very frequently, my wife less ; I am a 
Scotchman born ; I believe Mrs. F. was born 
in London ; my relations with her were of the 
most intimate kind ; the fact of their separa- 
tion was communicated to her father by me at 
her request; it was done by letter; (letter 
produced.) This is the letter I wrote ; prior 
to this time Mr. F. had never spoken to me 
about the cause of the separation ; he spoke 
to me about it in December following ; Mrs. 
F. told me that the cause could never be com- 
manicated to any living creature ; that she had 
asked Forrest not to mention it, and that he 
promised ; I think this was prior to their part- 
ing; the letter was written by me on the eve- 
ning of May 1st, 1849, at Mrs. Forrest's re- 
quest; it went to the post-olfice, to go by the 
steamer Europa next morning ; I showed Mr. 
Forrest a copy of the letter m the course of 
the next morning; Mr. Godwin called between 
1 and 2 o'clock next day, and I also showed 
him the copy ; I showed Mr. F. the note of 
Mrs. F., a^ing me to write, and the letter I 
had written ; I cannot state the exact words 
of Mr. F., but I think they were " that will 
do •" "•''' *** ^'"^Xt it was a difficult and a del- 
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icate task I had had to perform ; to wbidil 
replied, in efiVct, it is a good letter; I iu 
of Mr. F. the causes of separation ; I w 
his library, after an article I had seen in 
Mirror ; it was about eight or ten days 
wards ; last of March or beginnin 
I did so by knowledge and consent of 
F. ; I saw Mrs. F. a few days afterward, , 
told her what Mr. F. said ; I asked Mr. F.; 
the library, if the report of the intended 
paration, iu the paper, (about half a 
h*nes) was true ; he said almost these 
that he would not speak on this subject 
to me ; I said, in reply, I would, and I 
speak, for my heart was full ; I spoke in I 
of great commendation of Mrs. F. to bin; 
reply was, as near as I can recollect, tkt 
third party ever yet interfered between 
and wife to advantage, and he would allof 
m^n to interfere with him ; I was to 
made a communication to Mrs. F. that e 
but I did not see her; I tried every wayi 
power to bring about a reconciliation,' to i 
the last of November, 1849 ; Mrs. F. toM* 
it was impossible to bring about a recoodl 
ation ; I do not know what I said to ber. 

I asked her who was in the wrong; sheri 
slie was. She said the difficulty in our eanil 
a third pjirty knew it. 

[The letter of Mr. Lawson to Mr. Sindw 
(father of Mrs. F.) was then read, wladp 
stated that Mrs. F. had a9ked him to writs ft 
her father on the subject of the sepantioi! 
she had gone to the hou^e of Mr. Godwili 
the writer does not know the cause of lepitt' 
tion ; there was no apparent oaiue for ih 
separation ; the conduct of both was idain- 
hie, and the honor of Mri<. F. is untooM 
&C.1 ^ 

Witness sent a copy of the letter to Ih 
Forrest. I called upon Mrs. F. aoonift* 
ward, and asked her if she approved of K 
she approved of all of it, except diat pirt'l! 
it which spoke of her honor being niuaUil'iV 
she said why speak of that which nobodjM 
doubted, and 1 answered that if I wis iB|<' 
father's place and he in mine, the fiivttlji| 
I should wish to know would be that Pb^ 
the times I tried to bring abont a reeoBoft* 
tion, she said I was working in the dv^'J 
did not know what I was about ; that it iMril 
be impossible; was present when BM 
Garvin made a statement before Mr. Mj^c* 
wick ; it was at 8^4 house ; I said to GalW 
he had not told all ; 1 did not tell all; I A 
so from his apparent reluctance ; thoosfat '^ 
from the expression of his face and w 9*1^1 
ferring to persons other than himself ibr tf 
formation ; he referred us to this person III 
to that person ; to a girl by the name ef / 
and Mrs. Underwood, and a Swin boj 
not recollect of a Swiss boy at a 
being in the house ; am acquainted y 
F.'s hand-writing ; have no doubl if to tibe 
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tes sbown, that they are Mrs. Forrest^s 
wi-"writiDg ; they -were not read. 
5. Wbat were Forrest's feelings towards 
V. Forrest ? 

(Witness — I said his treatment was always 
d up to Jan., 1849 ; as to after that I have 
bten asked any questions ; with scarcely 
interval, Mr. F/s treatment to Mrs. F. was 
ays kind and considerate ; he would al- 
H say — What will Kate say of this ? One 
?, after a dinner, and there was an incor- 
; newspaper report of his speech, he came 
ny bouse in the after part of the day, 
B what excited, and said, I would give $20, 
>100, or something of the kind, lo know 
it Kate would say of this ; have seen him 
ding over her at the piano, in old times, 
praine her handiwork incessantly ; I was 
Ir. Voorhies* farewell part}' ; I have seen 
. F. smoke cigars occasionally ; she was 
ent at Mrs. Voorhies'; after the chief 
Its were gone, we went up to Mrs. Voor- 
' private room, where there were several 
tiemen and ladies; Mrs. Forrest handed 
% beautiful litde cigar, out of a box which 
8«ud had been (jiven her by some person ; 
as tobacco. I think she smoked part of a 
r ; the box was then about one-third 

everal letters of Mrs. Forrest were here 
L by Mr. Van Buren. They were ad- 
sed to Mr. Andrew Stevens, and referred 
cipally to appointments and previous con- 
ations with that gentleman relative to the 
r between Mr. and Mrs. Forrest. The 
rt then adjourned until Monday. 
[oxDAY, i)EC. 21), 1851. — James Lawson, 
s-examined — I have attended to the dis 
•ements of Mr. Forrest; have done so 
ly since 1847 ; do not know that he had 
other agent except a person who lives in 
Avenue and collects the rents for the 
»o in Twenty-second street ; I am not in- 
ted to Mr. F.; have an open account with 
f and there may be a balance in his favor, 
ch is payable at demand ; am not a mort- 
e debtor of his ; my intimacy with him 
been very great ; between my family and 
I. F. the intimacy has not been so great ; 
bited at least once a week at Mr. and Mrs. 
l; probably visited more than that; my 
its were sometimes long, sometimes short ; 
leqnently called in the evening — verj' 
dom in the daytime; frequently called 
en Mr. F. was not at home ; my conversa- 
Qs were free, cordial and intimate with Mrs. 
II well as with Mr. F.; I frequentlv dined 
te ; law Mr. Bryant, Godwin, Wykoff, N. 
Willis, Capt Howard and Mr. Stevens 
re for dinner; never saw Mr. Carr; saw 
Bt^fomery there ; have been there at two 
;e dinner parties ; one was given to Mr. 
cready. and there were ladiei present; 
« aetn ladies there at otiier times ; have seen 



Mrs. Godwin there ; IVliss Knower, of Albany, 
was also there ; she stopped there some time ; 
was told she was there on a visit ; I think it 
was a rare occurrence to see a lady at dinner 
there, except she belonged to the family ; so 
far as I know Mr. F. confined himself to a 
very few intimate friends; he visited my 
house, Mr. Bryant, and Mr. Phalon ; have 
seen him several times at parties at Mr. Bry- 
ant's ; he has been at parties at my house, 
perhaps four or five times ; he would stay from 
five minutes to five hours with me ; I bought 
Fonthill for Mr. F. after his return from Eng- 
land on the Cth Feb., 1845 or '4G ; they went 
to England in December, 1844, or January, 
1845 ; if they went in January, I think they 
returned in October, 1846; think I bought 
Fonthill on the 6th Februar}', 1847 ; in 1849 
the work of completing Fonthill was going on. 
I have frequently visited the building since 
1849 ; that was in the spring and fall of every 
year since 1849; have been there without 
him to attend to some of his little matters ; 
have been there half a dozen times with him ; 
rode out with him once; we dined there; 
sometimes in the farmhouse or in the villase : 
may have slept there two or three times ; For- 
rest told me he had no home between May 
1st and December, 1849; he etopped part of 
the time with me, and part in Philadelphia ; 
towards the latter part of May, 1849, he came 
to my house very sick, and stopped a week ; 
during that time the allowance for his wife 
was concluded ; Mrs. F. then lived with Mrs. 
Voorhies, in Great Jones street ; she came to 
see her husband at my house ; I was not pre- 
sent ; do not know if I wrote her a note re- 
questing her to call ; I asked Mr. F. to make 
my house his home, after he left Twenty-se- 
cond street; up to eighteen months ago, he 
made it his home ; afterwards he boarded cor- 
ner of Howard street and Broadway ; he slept 
evely night at my house when he was in New 
York, from Majr, 1849, till June, 1850; his 
longest visit was in the fall of 1849 ; I under- 
stood Mr.F. promised to pay $1,500 a year as 
allowatice to his wife; he at first refused to 
^We more than $500, and a house in Twenty- 
second street as residence, but this she refused, 
as it was too near the place where she had 
been accustomed to live ; do not know if Mrs. 
Grodwin was present as this interview ; I think 
it very likely ; Mrs. F. said it would be impossi- 
ble to live at that house with $500 a year ; 
Mr. F. then wanted her to board, and I ad- 
vertised to know for what genteel board could 
be had ; answers were received, but they did 
not name the amount ; the first instalment of 
the $1,500 wag paid I think on the 1st August^ 
1849 ; I think she left $100 witli me, which I 
after^'ards paid at the request to Mr. Ingham, 
with whom she boarded ; (note produced) ; his 
is written by me I think, (marked No. 12) ; 
I continned to pay until Noy^mV^^^ V^\»^\ 
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think I pftid the last qoarter to Mr. O'Con- 
or^i partner, Mr. Boardman ; I think I told 
Mr. Boajrdman the money was right, but 1 
would not pay it on the order as written *, I 
think I wrote a new receipt for it ; no man 
ever called for the money on me with a proper 
receipt without getting it; when Mr. Ilowland 
next called in Feb., 1851, 1 totally refused to 
pay the quarter ; I had then read the publica- 
tions in the papers by Mrs. F. 

Q. Did you not saj that you would not pay 
the money because Mrs. F. had contradicted 
your testimony, and inj ured thereby your cre- 
dit? 

A. No, I think not; I think I said that I 
had read some printed proceedings, and then, 
with a sore heart, I added, " May God forgive 
her as 1 do ;'* I may have added about her 
contradicting my testimony, but I do not recol- 
lect it; during Mr. F.*a absence in England, 
I had orders from him to pay Miss jMargaret 
whatever she wanted, and I did so on demand ; 
did not Bup[)ly money for the house in Twen- 
ty-secoud street, except when he was in Eng- 
land ; never paid anything except, b}' express 
orders ; 1 had an interview with JMrs. Under- 
wood at my office on the 1st Feb., Ib/iO ; did 
not expect her. 

Q. 1)1(1 she then, for the first time, commu- 
nicate to you any representations to the preju- 
dice of Mrs. F. V 

Witness— She did ; she never had made 
such representations to me before ; but she 
made a remark to me in the Spring preceding 
while Mr. and Mrs. F. were South ; she called 
for money that time ; I told hor 1 had no mo- 
ney to pay her ; she said that asIts. F. had 
told her that if she wanted money she was to 
call on me ; she said " If people were more 
correct or upright there would be less trouble ;" 
on the 1st February, 1850, she called, and I 
thought she came for Mrs. F.*s money ; she 
said she had seen Mrs. F., and she had not a 
cent in the world, and she would take it to 
her ; I refused to give it to any but Messrs. 
Bryant or Godwin ; she then spoke of her own 
private aflfalrs, and asked my advice, but how 
she began about Mrs. F. 1 cannot precisely 
answer; I have tried to recollect, but could 
not ; did not then get a statement in writing 
from her; had no written statement before 
that ; I wrote a letter to Philadelphia to Mr. 
P., saying that Mrs. Underwood knew much 
more than he suspected, but I gave him no 
intimation what it was ; told him about a week 
afcerwards ; he then asked me to write down 
what she said ; he did not fall in consequence 
of what I said ; I never said he started and 
fell on the floor on hearing what I had learn- 
ed; I made such a statement in regard to 
another occasion and occurrence; did not 
name it in regard to this occurrence to Mr. 
Darley or to Mr. Fanton ; Garvin was examin- 
ed after the Ist February ; all the information 



about him came from Mrs. Underwood; I 
not find Garvin or any other witness ; do 
know who found him ; when Mr. F. came 
Philadelphia, Mrs. Underwood was sent 
to Sedgwick, and in a week afterwards 
vin was brought up ; I expressed surpriae 
Mrs. Underwood when she told her i 
do not recollect my precise words ; all I 
known of Mrs. Forrest, from the first day 
the last, is nothing against her except her 
declarations; I may have said "I would 
soon have believed it of an angel from beai 
as of Mrs. F. ;" the words are in my 
acler ; the letter which I wrote to Mr. Si 
was written without in^tructions, except 
F.*s note to me ; I spoke sincerely in iM 
wrote to Mr. Sinclair, and said to Mrs. Jjii 
derwood ; I think the party at Voorhies' 
on the 18ih January, 1849 ; I have stated thi 
Mrs. Forre^t handed me a box partly fiM 
with cigars ; she took it from a closet in tk 
room ; the cigars were \cry small and beaift 
fully flavored; I smoked mine; I think eh 
smoked part of hers ; I think Mr. Godwa 
was there ; I knew of the intended sepantioi 
of Mr. and Mrs. Forrest the day after Ma 
Voorhies' party ; I dined with Mr. and Ma 
Fon-est that day ; I was invited, and Mr. ^T 
kcff fame uninvited ; I would not tlen beliert 
they intended to separate ; Mrs. Forrest aftff- 
wards authorized me to speak to her husband 
about the separation, and to use an article ii 
the Mirror as mv source of information; tial 
was about six we^.'ks afier Yoorhies' party. 

Q. When you had her consent to speak to 
Mr. Forrest, what was agreed upon betfftti 
you to speak about ? 

A, I was to sound his feelings, and seen 
the matter couUl not be arranged ; she sw 
Stevens had tried to speak to Forrest, butd^ 
he could get no answer; she thought I VO"', 
have more weight with Forrest ; I was to««* { 
his mind was definitely fixed, ©r if by >V 
influence of mine his judgment could be* 
versed. I was not to ask the cause of tbc «• 
paration, because that was never to be told- 

Q. Did Mr. Forrest before the 1st Dec,lW9t 
say to you, in substance, that there va* ^ 
guilt on the part of Mrs. Forrest, and thit it 
wished to God there was ? 

A. He never said such words ; Mrs. Fanrf 
used similar words to me. 

Q. Have you stated anything to that 
to Mr. Parke Godwin, or to Sir. Dariey,« 
Mr. Penton? 

A. I have not, but I have quoted Mrs. F*l 
rest's words to them, and Mr. Darley Bj 
have misapprehended me ; the words of "' 
F. I quoted to all parties ; I manfully took 
part and that of Mrs. Yoorhies ; took steps 
bring about a reconciliation from the first t^ 
of the separation ; in Sixteenth street told 
that my hopes were much less because she 
refused in the early part of the summer to 
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rate from Mrs. Yoorhies; I deemed it of 
111 importance that Mrs. Yoorhies should 
ve the house before a reconciliation could 
e place ; thia was not at Forrest's sugges- 
I ; the proposal 1 made to Mrs. F. in writ- 
, and this was her answer; I obtained her 
sent to Mrs. V. leaving the house; I ad- 
»<1 this even from May, when Mr. Godwin 
»rmed me of her derelictions ; bhe consented 
>re the note was written ; I enclo>ed it to 
, Forrest, and saw him next morning. 
► undry notes were read with reference to 
scheme of reconciliation proposed by Mr. 
vens. The ultimate reply of Mr. S. to 

^igned C. N. F. was to the effect that a 
onciliation was impossible, owing to the 
ure of the objections urged by Mr. For- 
;. The examination was then resumed. 

stated, in the last letter to Mrs. F., that 

lieas the only woman that F. ever loved, 

rouid love ; that was true ; F. told me so ; 

statement was a part of a conversation 

.oh I had with Mr. F. on the 30 th Novem- 

l we conversed till afcer midnight about 

reconciliation; I remember another ex- 
ssion ; he said he had begun like a poor 
\ and had toiled on till he reached the pin- 
It;, and that just at that time he should 
e met with this misfortune ; he said, ^^ how 
d it is, that all the happiness in this lite 
>t3nds upon one human being !" he thanked 
l1 that he had no children living ; this was 
od out by my saying, that if children had 
!0 livintr, all that might not have happened ; 
ore this, I praised Mri. F.'s intellectual and 
''sical beauty, and he said that she now was 
y to him, and her face was black and hide- 
; the con versation took place in my house ; 

a word was said of the cause of the .sep- 
•tion ; he told me the cause would be known 
ir his death ; when he lay sick at my house, 
«.• F. and I corresponded about money mat- 
a and the settlement. Mrs. F. said she 
lid not live on the S500 in a house so near 
^ house where ghe had before lived in so 
Terent style ; I was asked by Mrs. F. to tell 
18 to her husband. 
Q. What did he say in reply ? 
A. He made no direct reply to that, but 
kther to a remark of ndne ; I was advocating 
Lrp. F.'s cau>e — 

0' Conor — Yes, you had a counsel fee, I 
ippose. 

Witness — I told him that if he did not give 
much larger sum, it would come by and by 
» a suit for alimony, and I wished that to be 
tpi fiom the public. 
Judge — What did he say then ? 
Witness — lie said he wished that it would 
ime to that, for then his lips would be un- 
aled, as he was bound to tell the Court all 
t knew ; I persuaded him to rai:ie his offer to 
,000 a year ; I told Mrs. F. of this offer ; 
e said she could not Uvq on $1,000 ; I thiifk 



she wanted $2,000 ; that was ber mark ; Iftm 
satisfied I told Mr. F.; he then said lie would 
not advance one cent. They agreed upoi| 
$1,500, and it was to be paid throuf>h me; he 
assigned no reason for not giving the $2,000, 
for his lips were sealed ; I understood that 
Fon thill was to be Mr. F.'s residence ; that it 
was planned by Mrs. F., and I called her the 
architect ; after their death it was to be lefl aa 
a public charity to decayed actors ; Mrs For- 
rest always sanctioned my efforts at reconcili- 
ation ; I volunteered it to her ; my impression 
is that Mr. F. was out of town when I wrote 
this letter ; Mr. F. never told me to write to 
Mr, Sinclair; the note. No. 14, was received 
by me in November, 1849, from Mrs. F. her- 
self; prior to that letter she never complied 
to send her sister away ; I know F. was hostile 
to her, and hence my request ; he did not 
desire me to make the request ; I think he af- 
terwards expressed his satisfaction that she 
had gone ; 1 do not think it is true what Mrs. 
F. says in this note regarding her not having 
asked me to act as mediator ; I was much sur- 
prised at her saving so; Mr-.F. never asked, 
me to act as mediator; I thought at one time, 
from his manner, that there was hope of a 
reconciliation. Mrs. Forrest spoke to me. 
about this separation between the 19th of 
January, 1849, and the time of their leaving 
Twenty-second street: I think it was men- 
tioned in a conversation in which she told she 
had asked Edwin it' he had anything against 
her as a wife ; she told me be replied, *' no, 
Catharine, no, and would to God I had, for 
then I would not 8iiff*er the agony which I 
now endure ;" — 1 feel quite eure that it was 
her reqnest to him that the cause of the sepa- 
ration should not be mentioned ; never heard 
that Mr. Forrest exacted from her a pledge 
that it should not be mentioned. 

Q. Did she not say, it was an insult Mr: 
F. could not get over ? 

A. No, sir, I will tell you what she stttd at 
the ffrst interview ; she told me that she and 
her husband had a quarrel the night before, 
when she went out to dine ; that he was very 
an^ry ; that she said in the course of the dis- 
cussion, that " he told a lie," or " was a liar." 
1 said that was a great offence against a man 
so full of truth as Mr. F., and she said she 
knew it ; she promiaed to make every atoner 
ment that a wife could make to a husband for 
those words ; she said that F. replied that no 
man couM say to hirn, ** you lie," and Kve, and 
that no woman could say those words to him 
and live with him. i think the 19th of Janu- 
ary was on F; iday. 

Q. Do you know how IMr. F. occupied the 
next day, whether he 'vvcnt uj) to Fonthill on 
the Saturday following ? 

A. I do not know ; I have, at Mr. Forrest's 
request, on and after the 1st of February, 
1850, taken down Mrs. Undfetx<w^'^^Wi8oB*s«?i 
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in TH-idng, and went to tbe house where other 
testimony was taken ; I have procured or got 
no witnesses for him ; I have twice made Bm- 
davits in this matter ; one for the purpose of 
beano sent into Pennsylvania. 

The points of this affidavit were, that Mrs. 
F. had told him (witness) that she and Forrest 
oottld never live as man and wife tc^ther; 
ttiat he subsequently asked her who was in the 
wrong, and she answered " I am ;" that .For- 
rest never told him the cause of this separation 
ttalal late in December, 1849; that Mrs. Un- 
derwood told him in February, 1850, what she 
knew of Mrs. Forrest. 

Witness — ^I am not sure of the dajr in De- 
cember, but think it was afler the middle that 
F. told me the cause of the separation. 

Mr. O'Conor proposed to give in evidence 
the existence of a suit brought by Mrs. F. 
against Mr. F. in the Supremo Court of N. York 
in 1850, and the injunction which was issued. 
Tliefluit dates September 2d, 1850. Catharine 
N. Forrest agt Edwin Forrest, praying for an 
iniamction restraining the prosecution of the 
Philadelphia suit. ±ne injunction against this 
Miit was produced, enjoining F. from prosecut- 
ing the suit for divorce a^mst Mrs. F. by libel 
in the Court of Common Pleas in Philadelphia. 
Kext the motion to dissolve the injunction, 
dated 28th April, 1851. Next from the nl^s 
presented to the witness, of papers in support 
of that motion, the affidavit of witness l£th 
^November, 1850. 

The affidavit was then read. It stated that 
deponent was informed that Mrs. F. had stated, 
in '4n affidavit, that she could prove that he 
(LawBon) had said he heard Mr. F. say that 
" tiiere was no crime on the part of Mrs. F." 
Hus, deponent demed. Deponent also said, 
that the letter sent by him to Mr. Sinclair, was 
written without the knowledge of Mr. and Mrs. 
F., and that when subsequently shown a copy 
of it to Mrs. F., she exclaimed, " Why allude 
to my honor, when it has never been ques- 
tioiled T* A note by Mr. Lawson, informing 
Mrs. F. of the fe-ilure of his attempt at recdn- 
eiiiation was then read. 

Tuesday, Dec. 30, 1851. 

James Lawson was recalled, and testified to 
tome matters relative to his business connec- 
tions with Mr. F., also to the receipt of a long 
letter from Mrs. F., from Chicago, relative to 
the Fourier doctrines, and rights of women. 
It was very uninteresting, as all such subjects 
are in the hands of ladies. 

Cross-exaimned — I do not remember ever 
seeing Mr. Jamieson at Mr. F.'s house ; I may 
have slept four times at Mr. F.'s house ; Mr. 
F. was home then ; slept in a spare bedroom 
on the second floor, adjoining this room ; I 
heard from Mr. and Mrs. F. that the Macready 
difficulty began in*£nsland ; after F.'s return 
from England, he said he conmdered Macready 
^being the cause of some disrespect tol^ ;. 



he said in London he had not met wii 
previous success; he* believed MacreaA 
at the bottom of it, and that his (M.'s} m 
did him injustice in the newspapers. « 

Q* Did he not tell you that he hait 
Macready in London ? ^ 

A. I do not think he ever denied it m 
versation about it ; Mrs. F. had a fathtl 
ther, and two sisters when she came ^ 
country; Mr. and Mrs. Sinclair retuni 
England ; cannot tell the date or year;! 
their |>assa^e ; got them off by the aid cl 
Voorhics ; Mrs. F. thanked me on her fl 
for getting the Sinclairs away, and saidF] 
managed it very adroitly ; do not thiokl 
Sinclair any money on F.'s account ; I 
him some on my own, and got it returof^ 
being unwilling to lend Smclau* anyS 
direct, gave me $200 to give him at M 
I got a bill of £50 to send to Sinclairti 
furniture for Fonthill ; have no knowled 
their accounts now. 

Ann Butler sworn, [a poorly dressed 
man of advanced age] — I live in Tn 
first street ; I am from Ireland ; have 
here for nineteen years; I am married 
husband's jiame is Thomas Butler; he h 
boring man ; I know Mrs. Flower. 

Q. Do you know anything of a ch] 
hers? 

A. Yes, I wet nursed it; it is six 
ago last July ; it was the 9th July ; I ke] 
child until the August of the following 
I know Miss Margaret Sinclair ; she ui 
come to my place while I had the chiM 
came to see it; the name of the chiU 
William Henry. 

Q. What else ? What was the mo 
name? 

A. Elmendorff; Miss Margaret 
called Mrs. Flower by any other name 
once brought the child a present of a 
cap; she appeared to think: a grreat d 
the child ; Mrs. Dempsey and Mr. Raj 
afterwards took the child from me ; Raj 
called on me the first time on the 7th 
no one was with him ; I would not giv 
the child then, and Mrs. Flower had tG 
not to part with it until s)ie sent for it h< 
he came again next morning ; I lived in 
street then; Mrs. Dempsey came witl 
the second time; I reiused to give d 
child, and he threatened to bring an ( 
to fetch it away ; I told him he might < 
he then tried to come around me quite i 
but I would not give it up. He curse 
swore, but that did no good; he cam 
next week and took me round to Mrs. I 
sey to get me to give up the child ; I 
not give up the child until I had writ 
the mother; Raymond said if I kept the 
I should not be paid ; I said I did not 
tjje child was wortb the money (great 1 
ter); did act Me him again until nie 29 
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tsi ; 1 bad gone to Mra. Dempsey and told 
iT she mi^bt bave it, for my friends had all 
Id me I had better do it, as long as they 
sre so fond of having it ; I also left word at 
r. Kaymond*s office to call at Mrs. Dempsey ; 
i came and asked if I was willing to give up 
e child ; I said I would ; Mrs. Dempsey was 

the room with ns; my bill was $18.50 from 
!ay to August ; I had been paid up to May. 
r, Raymond paid roe $1 7 when he took the 
lild away; he was very angry, and swore 
id damned the child and all belonging to it, 
id me too ; he is as rough spoken a gentle- 
an as ever I met with ; He came in a car- 
&ge ; he took the child out ; I followed, and 
w another man in the carriage; he was 
stoat, noble-looking man, did not know him ; 
d not know if he had a cap or a h&t on ; I 
nnot write ; did not communicate with the 
other at New Orleans ; Mrs. Dempsey took 
e child with her; the gentlemen went off 

the carriage. 

Egbert Deming sworn — ^I reside at No. 273 
'wenty-first street; have resided there for 
early four years ; do not know Mr. and Mrs. 
'orrest; I know them by sight; Mr F. owns 
16 house in which I live ; my house is on the 
ne of his lot, which runs through to 21st si; 

cannot look into their drawing «room when I 
m on my back piazza ; I never tried ; I can 
66 the windows of their drawing room; I 
iftve a back piazza to my house ; do not know 
hat I have seen Mrs. F. from the piazza ; 
ftve seen her fiom the back part of my house 
ralking in the garden ; have seen her in the 
ouse I think; have seen her on the back 
iazza and in what I took to be Mr. F.'s 
tudy; I know Mr. N. P. Willis; saw him 
Dce in Mr. F.'s house ; it was in the evening ; 
I the fall of the year. 

Q. Who was with him ? 

A. I think Mrs. F. was with him ; did not 
!e any one else. 

Q. Where were they ? 

A. Standing by the window of what I 
K>k to be Mr. F.'s study. 

Q. How were they standing ? 

A. Side by side. 

Q. Where was his arm ? 

A. I think one of his arms was round Mrs. 
.'• waist ; did not see any other mark of af- 
etion ; the other arm was by his side, I 
link ; I do not recollect distinctly. 

Q. Where was her arm ? 

A. I think by her side; I saw nothing 
miog between them ; they stood there for a 
inute perhaps ; they seemed to be in con- 
VHltion ; their heads were slightly bent for* 
vd Ai if conversing; they then walked 



kck into the room; I was at the time 
the second story back room of my 
iBte; Mrs. F.left first and walked around 
e tijble; Willis followed ; it would be about 
^ ^lock in the evening; did not tee them 



again; I left the window; I last saw them 
standing near the table under the gaslight; 
have not seen Mrs. F. with any other gentle* 
man but her husband except that time ; I be- 
lieve F. was not at home then. 

Cross-examined — This was in the fall of 
1848 ; I never communicated this fact to Mr. 
F. except now; never told it to Mr. Via 
Buren ; I know Mr. Lawson ; did not teU 
him ; do not know Mr. Stevens ; I am now a 
tenant of that house ; I think I had a lamp in 
my room ; I was called into the room by Mri. 
Germaine to look at them ; she is a sister <if 
my wife, and then resided with me; no one 
else was in the room at that time ; I think it 
was early in the fall — not very cold weather; 
I think it was very pleasant ; did not charge 
my mind with it, and hardly ever thought of 
it since; there are two piazzaa to Mr. F/e 
house; the one at Mr. F.'s study has green 
blinds and they were generally open ; some- 
times saw Mr. and Mrs. Forrest in the study ; 
was not in the habit of trying ; the gaslight lit 
the room very well; the room has two win- 
dows; the distance from that room to my 
room was over 1 00 feet ; the two lots are 200 
feet deep ; my house is 40 feet deep ; ]yfr. F.'a 
house is larger than mine; have seen other 
persons in the library on one or two occasions; 
perhaps more frequently; have no acquaint- 
ance with Willis ; knew him by sight for ten ' 
years; they were standing close to the win- 
dow with their backs to it ; Willis's left arm 
was round Mrs. F.; I think Mrs. F. walked 
away first; he did not then keep his ftnn 
round her waist ; their heads were bent slight- 
ly forward towards the middle of the room ; 
there may have been other persons in the 
room with them ; I did not try to ascertain ; I 
could not clearly see the whole inside of the 
room; I think I could see one half of it; 1 
am a merchant in Wall street; am not at 
present in mercantile business ; I operate in 
stocks; deal in stocks on my own account; 
have done so for three or four j'ears ; hate 
been in the chemical manufactunng business 
before, at Yorkvilie ; left it two years ^o ; 
my firm was Deming & Colt; George (>>lt 
was my partner ; (the witness went into some 
farther particulars ;) I was first subpcenaed on 
Friday last ; have been in custody of an offi- 
cer since Saturday ; I have not made a state- 
ment of what I know to any one connected 
with this case ; never spoke to Mr. F. in all 
mr life until yesterday; and never on this 
subject; have no idea how you know this; I 
may have spoken to my next door neighbor 
about it ; I think the sashes were both down 
and the blinds open ; never looked into tke 
drawing room ; Mrs. Grermaine called me in, ' 
and asked me if I knew who those were; 
(meaning Mrs. F. and Mr. Willis ;) I wae in 
the front room when I was called \ IMcas^k^ 
Mn. Germaiti^ \a \n Kteux*) ^jtTvyjN ^^^ '^ 
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on your part, not on mine — which led to our 
•sparation; you cannot forget that at the 
nme time you also pledged yourself to a like 
silence — a silence that I supposed you would 
be glad to have preseryed. But I under- 
stand, from various sources, and in ways that 
cannot deceive me, that you have repeatedly 
disregarded that promise, and are constantly 
assigning false reasons for our separation, and 
making statements in regard to it, intended 
«nd calculated to exonerate yourself and to 
throw the blame on me, and necessarily to 
alieoate from me the respect and attachment 
of the friends I have left to me. Is this a 
fitting return for the kindness I have ever 
shown you ? Is this your gratitude- to one 
who, though aware of your guilt, and most 
deeply wronged, has endeavored to shield 
yoa from the scorn and contempt of the 
world ? The evidence of your guilt you know 
is in my possession. I took that evidence 
fVom among your papers, and I have your own 
acknowledgment by whom it was written, 
and that the infamous letter was addressed to 
yoa. You know as well as I do that the 
cause of my leaving you was the conviction of 
your infitielity. I have said enough to make 
the object of this letter apparent. I am con- 
tent that the past shall remain in silence, but 
I do not intend, nor will I permit, that either 
yoa or any one connected with you, shall 
ascribe our separation to my misconduct. I 
desire you, therefore, to let me know at once 
whether you have, by your own assertions, or 
by sanctioning those of others, endeavored 
to throw the blame of our miserable position 
on me. My future conduct will depend on 
your reply. 

"Once yours, 

" Edwin Forrest." 

• 

New York, Dec. 24, 1819. 

" I hasten to answer the letter Mr. Stevens 
has just, left with me, with the utmost alacrity, 
as it ailbrds me at least the melancholy satis- 
faction of correcting misstatements, and of as- 
suring you that the various rumors and reports 
which have reached you are false. 

<* You say that you have been told that I am 
constantly assigning false resisons for our sep- 
aration, and making statements in regard t« it, 
intended and calculated to exonerate myself, 
and to throw the whole blame on you ; this I 
beg most distinctly to state is utterly untrue. 

." I have, when asked the cause of our sad 
differences, invariably replied, that this was a 
matter known only to ourselves, and which 
would never be explained ; and I neither ac- 
knowledge the right of the world, nor of our 
most intinLiate friends to question our conduct 
in this afiair. 

" You say, * I desire you, therefore, to let 
ma know at once whether you have, by your 
own assertions, or by sanctioning those of 
others, endeavored to throw the blame of our 



miserable position on me.' I most ioleiDi|f 
assert that I have never done so, direetl/ff 
indirectly, nor has any one connected witik^ 
ever made such assertions with my knowletJA 
nor have I ever permitted any one io tpetki 
you in my presence with censure or diira|iiA i 
I am glad you have enabled me to repl/ft 
rectly to yourself concerning this, si itfli 
be evident to you that we are both in a f» 
tion to be misrepresented %s each other; M 
I cannot help adding, that the toot of JM 
letter wounds me deeply, A few nioothi « 
you would not have written thus; but in W 
neither do I blame you, but those who In 
for their own motives poisoned your ■■ 
against me — this is surely an unneceMn[ m 
dition to my sufiferings ; but while I vaStt I 
feel the .strong conviction that some dsji p^ 
haps one so distant that it may no longVM 
po8;>ible for us to meet on this earth, JO"^ 
naturally noble and just mind will dosnj* 
ti(;e, and that you will believe in the|rf^^ 
which for twelve years has neverTWwn* 
from you. I cannot, nor would I endeiw* * 
subscribe myself other than 

" Yours, now and ever, 

"(Signed) Catharine N. Foioiut' 

December 24, 1849." 

Mr. O'Conor asked if Mr. Via Boren hf 
tended to read the letter of Dec. .29. 

Mr. Van Buren said he would read itii 
their evidence, and on condition of havin|l 
right to read the reply of Mr. Forresft 

Saturday, Dec. 25. 
In reply to the letter I received from yoi. 
on Monday last, I confined myself mmplf to 
an answer to the questions you therein iuai 
me ; for inasmuch as you said you were cob* 
tent that the past should remain in vlkm»t 
and as I wns myself unwilling to revive WKf 
subject of dispute between us, I passed evtf 
the harsh and new accusations contained ii 
your letter ; but on reading and weighing it 
carefully, as I have done since, I f^ar that wij 
silence would be conatrued into an implied a^ 
sent to those accusations. After yoar repeatol 
assurances .to nie prior to our separation, uH 
to others since then, of your conviction thit 
there had been nothing criminal on my pax^I 
am pained that you should have been persoadtt 
to use siich language to me. You knowM 
well as I do that there has been nothing uiH 
conduct to justify those gross and unexpecM 
charges; and I cannot think why you shorii 
now seem to consider sl foolish and anatiywuft 
letter as an evidence of guilt, never beftrt 
having thought so, unless you have ultenOT 
views, and sflek to found some grounds ondii 
for a divorce. If this be your object, it coali 
be more easily, not to say more seneronBlj[i 
obtained. I repeatedly told yon that if a w* 
vorce would make you more nappy, I was willr 
ing to go out of tms State with you to obtaii 
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laj future time my promise to this 
td bold good ; yoa taXa buuH wat not 
, and Uiat we needed no court of 
ids our future position. From the 

proposed our atparation I uied no 
nee, «ave to implore jou to weigh 
r lerioualy, and be eare, before jou ^ 
4»8t such a step would make yon 
m Eaid it would, and to conduce as 
lyin my powertotbat happiness was 
im and employment until the day 
me from our home. Of my own 
ind prospectless future, 1 scarcely 
bink or speak to you ; but once you 
f any one dared lo cast an imputa- 
1, not consistent with honor, 1 should 
lu to defend me; that you should 
□ow write and »peak as yoa do, 1 
mpute to your yielding to the sug- 
il' thoM who, under the garb of 
, are darinj; to interfere fielween 
is not in iheii power to know whetli- 
happiness will be insured by en- 

aod implore you, Edwin, for God's 
■ust to your own better judgment; 
a certain that your heai-t will tell 
Id notseek to injure you, so likewise 

your future will not be brighter if 
;d in crushing me more. completely, 

dissrace upon one who has koowu 

pride than the right of calling her- 

vife. 

led) Catbarine Foriiest. 

T your letter, dated the S9th, ftnd 
ly me on the Slvt ultimo, solely to 
my Bilence from being miaunder- 

Iwin has told me that the tardy re- 
most material part of mine of th« 
MDt by his advice. I should indeed 
n its whole tone and character, thai 
'itten under instructions. I do not 
ise harsh epithets or severe language 
can do no good. But you compisl 
that all the important parts of your* 
f untrue. It is utterly untrue tliat 
t bring against you are 
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of that iniamous letter, whieh you 
ly called "foolish,"! have ever ir 
ixpressed my belief of jonr freedom 
. I could not have done so, and you 

I have not done iL But I cannot 
a correspondence of this kind. 1 
lesire to injure or to crush }0u ; the 
g has been done to me, and I onl; 
'Ut a final termination to a state of 
ioh has destroyed my peace of mind, 
I is wearing out my life. 
led) Edwin fooRSST. 

ork, Jan. 3, IBfiO. 

u Buren next propoied to read letr 



letrs from Mrs. Forrest in relatioB to tiia Mae- 
ready difficultiet. 

[No. S9.] 
Thursday Morkikg. 
My owk Edwin— I send you the last 
speech of the great superannuated pbenomenoa, 
delivered last night I suppose he thinks him- 
self safe now ; but the Ides of March ate not 

Last eTenins Judge Conrad came on ttaA 
brought the M8S. ; he seemed most sadly dis- 
appointed at not seeine yon. It seems ha 
thought you were to be here this week. Ste- 
vens came in while he was here, and heating 
the Jndge say be could not stay till you came, 
but must Ro this af^moon, he (Stevens) pro- 
posed to drive us out to Fonlhill this momlD(^ 
The Judge, who only came to see you, and hM 
no other business, willingly assented, aad n 
did I J 80 I bare sent this morning to see if wa 
can have Wagner and the caniage. Mr. Smitk 
called the other day, and said the horse want- 
ed driving, and ui^ed me to go out, bat I hav« 
not been. To-day my head is ven* bad, (eM»- 
me a Vordinaire at this time,) and I ^ink the 
drive will do me good. But even Fonlhill 
and all its beauty has a want, which ymi only 
can supply, by.being with your own 

There was no date to the above. Mr. V»ui 
Buren said he supposed it was written in Oo- 
tober, I84S, or snpposed to be so by Mr. Fo^ 

[Ko. 30.] 

FaiDAT MOBNINQ, Nov. 24, ISIS. 

Ml OWN DEAnEST Ei)wiH — I have this mo- 
ment received your most welcome letter ; it 
ahoutd have reached me yesterday, but b^n^ 



bo knows the man, went there this moro- 
ing, and hss just brought me the blessed lettw 
and to-day's Hsraid — another of which he wiU 
xend you. and from which I cut the eacLoanL 
Macready's speech was most impertinent, audi 
was especially deliglited at your poiotiug out 
so opi^y what fi.rst struck me as being m 
sneaking in Mm — his aol daring fo name you — 
but saying aimply " an actor." I was also glad 
that you took the trouble — for I know bow 
youhatevriting — to enter so fully into an ex- 
planation. The public required it, as you^ 
treatment in England has never been deaily 
understood since your return, and whatever was 
written about it was rather evasive; but what 
more than all the rest I like about your card, 
is its simple, bold, and vnmittakabU langmce. 
I can see it is wholly your own, and I am glad 
(far I feel quite assured of the fsct) that vom 
advised with no one about it. Had you spokea 
less baldly — andsome persons migbt doubtlesa 
think it mora politic, you would have beeasorry 
ever after. Blesayou.my ownEdwin. lonlyhope 
that sU this excitement, in addition tu the ex- 
•itioiiof acting, will aot fatigtia you too muoK 
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Peabody has this moment called to saj he is 
off to Boston tills afternoon, and returns in a 
Tfeck, to sail from New York for Enpjland. lie 
has jubt been ofTcrcd the edltorshij) of a temper- 
ance paper in Boston. What would become of 
the Heavenly Angel ? If Mac dons not reply 
to you, he tacitly acknowledi^cs that ho has 
told •• a wilful and unblushing falsehood." 
I want to know how ho is to get out of that, 
I yesterday sent you a packai^e, which the 
man promised should be delivered to-day. We 
hcve a sort of muggy imitation of Indian sum- 
mer weather, and I have let the furnace out 
to-day, to the infinite relief of my head. Next 
week I do not expect to suffer so much, and 
will begin upon The Gladiator, when the 
•* storm dwindles to a calm." Write me, my 
own Edwin, how your engt. is — how long you 
pla> , &c. Give my regard to R. P. Smith, I 
am BO glad to hear of him ; and pray give my 
best love to your sisters, and tell them that I 
feel happy in the thought that they are taking 
good care of you. God bless you. 

Your Own Kate. 

[No. 31.] 

Wednesday Evening, Nov. 22, 1848. 

My Dearest Edwin — Various are the ac- 
counts (as. you may fancy) which have reached 
me about the doings on Monday night ; but 
they all seem to agree on the main point — that 
there was a row ! and that the "old woman" 
played Macbeth without being heard by the 
audience. So far, well enough pour le com- 
mencement, but I hope they are following the 
matter up to-night, and I long to hear from 
you, how you arc, first and foremost, and how 
you are satisfied. When I found you were to 
play Metamora last night, I readily supposed 
you would be too busy with rehearsal, and 
otJaer matters, to write to me. My own Edwin, 
pray take care of yourself. 

I send you the dress and shoulder drapery 
for the Gladiator, and the dress for Rolla, 
which I hope will suit you, (by Adams' ex- 
press to-morrow.) Pray let me have a line — 
for which I will send to the post on Sunday. 
I hope you will be pleased with the copy of 
Metamora, Do you want the part of Spartacus 
omitted — like that of Metamora in the new 
copy ? You know you •• gave me an order " for 
one. 

I hope you found your sisters all well ; pray 
let me be affectionately remembered to them, 
and with regard to the Conrads. God bless you, 
my own Edwin. 

Your own Kate. 

[No. 32.] 

Wednesday Evening. 
My Dearest Edwin: — I send you the bi- 
ography of the " Eminent," which I think gives 
it to him nicely. I hope you will get some 
portions of it republished, especially that about 
ids condescending to play "Hamlet," and his 
impudent remark about Charles Kemble. 

I received your letter to-day, just as I had 

returned from seeing Fanny Whitney, whom I 

, had engaged to spend Sunday and Monday 



with me ; she is particularly anxious to ■ 
Fonthill, and I have promised to' take hi 
there on Sunday; the Monday cngagementl 
of course will put off. K I hear from you tkl* 
you are going to Baltimore, and come to PhflV i 
dclphia on that day, I should like to atayvii 
you till you go to Baltimore, and pack up J8V 
wardrobe, &c., so that you may have cverytki| 
comfortable. 

I do not think it would be wise to leave ftl 
house long in the hands of the Philistines ;brt 
if Mrs. B« does up all her praying on Sunday,! 
can make her promise not to leave the hoM 
till I return. 

As to the attacks upon yon by the pennj-t* 
liners, they are beneath notice, and I sent thai 
because, having seen them myself^ I feared tU 
you would be angry if I withheld the vile tnA 
from you. 

Thank you for your inquiries after my «fr 
worthy head ; it troubles me a good de«l, bil 
I think I will take some of Dr. \Veldon'8|i» 
scription on Saturday, and so, if poaaible^ «• 
sure my being in tolerable condition wlin I 
come to you, my own blessed Edwin. 

I will give your remembrances to StevM^ 
who will most likely come on with me. 

I am glad you have fair weather, as I knov 
it helps to make you happy. I hope your eoU 
is better, my own Edwin. 

With kind love to your sisters. 
Ever your affectionate Kati. 

The Judge — What date do you place that? 

Mr. Van Buren— Well, we'll call it Octobei^ 
1848. 

Mr. O' Conor — Or suppose we call it theFiH 
of 1848. 

The following letters were read bj Mr. Va 
Buren : — 

[No. 33.] 

Fbiday Evening, Oct. IM. 

How sorry I am, . my own Edwin, to U^ 
that you have suffered so much. I do molt 
truly hope that you will have no return of thik 
pain. For mercy's sake wear that flannel wltfi 
you are acting ; for that cold wind in Boston 
is enough to kill one. I wish you were safi^ 
out of it. I wish you would take some mtf 
vomica; you may remember it did you good 
before — two drops on a lump of sugar, once • 
day. 

I am really glad you are with Mrs. Mestajl^ 
for I think she will be careful of you if jot 
are not well. I hope, however, you will haiv 
no return of sickness, and that you will te 
home on Sunday week. I have not seen aaf 
one who has seen the "superannuated ;" u}i 
the papers, I see, do not mention him; bit 
•* there's a good time coming " for him in Phil^ 
delphia. 

I have not been doing much since you wen 
here. I am copying Metamora, and attcndinjf 
to wording matters generally. On Tuesdayi 
(according to the arrangements made on the 
day you took Sinmis out,) he and his daughter, 
and the Lawsons, Miss Lynch, &c., spent the 
evening here, and stupid enough it 
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ieftst I thouglit so, or my cold made mc feel so. 
-A. few days ago Willis was attacked, very much 
rip the samo way I was, with vertigo, only 
zioPQch more severely ; he was insensible for so 
cUmg, that Mr3. Willis thought he was dead. 
;ftr. Gray ha*} forbidden him to write or thin.'c 
^.libout anything. I have packed up and sealed 
Hill the tragedies, ready for sending off when 

fi come ; of course you have found nothing 
d among those you took. I am very glad 
"wood carving man" is here, as I think 
ijoti will find him useful. Write to me, my own 
tlBdwln, and tell me when I shall see you — on 
Bonday morning, I hope it will be. God bless 
ryou, my own precious Edwin. 
* Your own Kate. 

^ [No. 34.] 

Monday Morxinq. 

: My own Dearest Edwin — I send you the 

:- enclosed scraps from the Sunday papers, notbe- 

^OfUise they are worth sending, but. because I 

; tllink you would wish to see everything which 

;li said about "the Row." The article from 

the Eoening Postt I think exceedingly good. 

^W8on told me yesterday that he wrote it. I 

requested him to get, if possible, the articles 

from the London Thnes^ which were given to 

Brady, at the time of your dinner here. 

Tour pantaloons came home just now, and I 
shall send them by Adams' Express to-morrow. 
I wait till then, in case I should hear from you, 
requesting me to send anything else. 

1 think you wi 1 have some fun out of that 
••#tt*^,**but hope it will not come off while you 
are acting. 

Yesterday being a very fine day, Stevens 
drove Jane Knower and me out to Fonthill. 
She was dclij^htcd with the place and the 
house; and Wagner and the carriage came 
back without damage. 

I hope you are well, my own blessed Edwin, 
and that you will give it to the " superannu- 
ated." I >vidh Conrad would send me a paper 
now and then, for I know you are too busy ; 
Init I like to hear all. about you, if it is only to 
know what you are playing. 

God bless you. Your own. Kate. 

Stevens is very kind in sending the news. 

[No. 35.] 

Saturday, li o'clock. 
My OWN Edwin — I have just sent to Mr. 
Blake all the articles I could lay my hands on. 
I will rumage up stairs, and if I find any- 
thing else of consequence, will send it to you. 
I had the lock picked of the library drawer, 
and the man will give me a key to it, which I 
•hall give you, as I thought you would not like 
it to be left open. Mrs. W.'s letter, I have 
likewise sent to Blake. Give it to him (Mac.) 
now your hand 's in, my own Edwin. 

Your own Kate. 

[No. 36.] 

Sunday Eveninq, Dec, 1848. 
I sent down to-day, my own Edwin, and was 
delighted to receive yours of Idth, and am so 
happy that you write in better spirits, and still 



more so in better health. When shall I see 
you home, my own precious childie ? By the 
papers you will learn the destruction of your 
*\fuvoriie establishment,** the Park Theatre. 
Well, peace to its ashes. It is, to a certain ex- 
tent, hall(5wed as being the first place where 
true justice was rendered to you. 

Ye-iterday I sent your chains to Dricschbach — 
as he did not call for them — and he told 
Robert he was exceedingly obliged for the 
trouble I had taken, but finding some others 
which answered his purpose he would not keep 
them. 

I am glad you have driven Mac out of the 
field; his curtailing his engagement was cer- 
tainly an acknowledgment of defeat. I shall 
assuredly not die happy unless he gets pun- 
ished in some way for the annoyance he has 
caused you. - 

I rather like Mr. Nule's reply to your letter ; 
the whole correspondence reatls well, and will 
be re -published here. 

The Sunday papers have no news — you will 
say they never have much. 

Write me a line, my own Edwin, and tell me 
when I shall see you. Oh, how I long for 
your engagements to be over. Kind regards 
to Wagner, and all the love of which your oton 
Kate is capable to you, my blessed Edwin. 

The reading of these notes called out fre- 
quent laughter on the part of the audience. 

Counsel then offered in evidence the receipts 
of Mrs. F., for moneys paid to her quarterly, 
after the separation, up to 1850. 

O* Conor (smiling) — Do you intend to put in 
the later ones, too ? 

VanBuren — Oh, no; only these. (Counsel 
then read the receipts, which were in the shape 
of an order to J. U. Pell, for f 375, or in the 
ordinary modes of receipts.) 

James Lawson recalled — I hold in my hand 
a printed copy o an affidavit by MrsI F. 

O* Conor — Is he to have it in his hand as a 
sort of brief to swear by, and try to swear us 
down? 

Van Buren — That is our object. 

The Court suggested to the witness to put 
the book on one side. 

Witness — I have perused an affidavit of 
Mrs. F.. dated December 20, 1850 ; the copy 
which I received some time ago I have marked 
carefully. (Objected to.) 

Q. What knowledge have you of Mrs. F- 
imputing the separation to the Macready diffi- 
culty ? 

A. She never on any occasion alleged that 
as the cause to mc. 

Q. W^hat do you know as to their agreeing 
about Macready ? 

Objected to. 

By the Court — Heard you any conversations 
between them about him ? 

A. When the speech of Macready in Phila- 
delphia reached this city, I wrote a reply — 

Objected to. 

SVitness — I called on Mrs. F. after the arti- 
cle was published. Mr. Godwin was present. 
She asked who wrote the article in the Pom€* 
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Objected to. Allowed. 

Witness — She said it was the best article that 
had been published, and asked me to go to 
the Sunday papers and hayo it republished ; 
I went there at her request, and the editor 
•■ked me a shilling a line — 

Judge — Well, and you published it ? 

Witness — No, sir ; I refused to pay the 
price. (Loud Laughter.) She afterwards re- 
gretted I had not paid the price ; that was in 
April. 18 i9; or in the spring; it was at the 
time between the separation was resolved upon 
and the actual parting ; I can fix the date only 
by the speech ; I have never since spoken to 
Mrs. F. about it ; (it was resolved upon to send 
for the paragraph to fix the date ;) I once con- 
Tersed vnth. her about Forrest's hissing Mac- 
ready ; she did not approve of it ; do not 
know the date ; think it was soon after their re- 
turn from En|iHnd; cannot remember any 
other conversation than the one spoken of; 
Mrs. F. never stated to me the cause of the 
separation ; when I visited her in Sixteenth 
street, I always rang the bell at the front door ; 
came there before the parlors were finished. 

The court then adjourned, Mr. Van Buren 
informing his opponent that he meant to rest 
his ( asc after closing the testimony of this wit- 
ness. 

Satuhday, Jan. 3. — Fourteenth day. — Mr. For- 
rest was in Court, and Mrs. Forrest and Mrs. 
N. P. Willis were also present. 

Mr. Lawson was called to the stand. Mr. 
Vigi Buren read from Mrs. Forrest's affidavit 
that part where she said she objected to Mr. 
Forrest's habit of declaring in all companies 
that he was determined to drive Macready from 
the .stage, &c., and was proceeding to ask Mr. 
Lawson if he ever heard 

Mr. O' Conor objected to the question as 
highly leading. 

I'he Chief Justice admitted the evidence. 

Mr. I,Awson was then asked as to the conver- 
sation sworn to by Mrs. Forrest, between her 
and himself, about her sending her sister away, 
and he said he had no recollection of those 
words. (Paper produced and marked 38.) The 
signature to this paper is in the hand- writing 
of Mrs. Forrest : the hand-writing of the body 
is undoubtedly Mr. Forrest's. 

Mr. Van Buren — I now propose to offer the 
letter of Mrs. Voorhies to Mrs. Forrest, and to 
prove the hand-writing by this witness. He 
(Mr. Van Buren) had offered it yesterday, and 
Mr. O* Conor took it to read, in order that he 
might see if he would object to it. 

The Chief Justice said the letter was irrele- 
vant and not admissible. 

Mr. Van Buren offered a letter of Mr. Voor- 
hies. 

Mr. O' Conor did not object, only he would 
mu6h rather Mr. Van Buren would omit that 
part in relation to Betsey Kinney and her hus- 
band. 

.-Mr. Van Buren offered in evidence, two let- 
ters of Mr. Voorhies to Mrs. Forrest, as showing 
the character of her correspondents, and to show 
the utter disregard of truth by both parties; 
and that plans were laid by the plaintiff and 



Mr. Voorhies, by which they were to opal 
and effect certain objects, re^urdless of truth. 

The Chief Justice ruled it inadmissible. 

Mr. O'Conor to Mr Lawaon — You are a wj 
good clerk, I believe ? 

Mr. Van Buren objected to tliat mode of » 
amining this witness. 

The Chief Justice said that counsel shodi 
ask the question, but not assume the fact 

Witness continued — It is my opinion thsttt 
date of the paper produced was written at U 
same time as the body of the writing. Q.^Iii 
at that date, January 28, and see if you ■ 
discover any traces of what writers call pn^ 
ing. A. — I see nothing of painting ; the Afe 
uary seems to bo written in a firmer hand te 
the body. 

Q. — Has it not the appearance of bQI 
written much more carefully than the bo^ 
A. — I would guess that it was written stawi 
than the body, but not to my eye with moreflBa' 
Q. — Do you kn^ow anything of Mr. FoniA 
general habit of writing ? A. — I have seeitti 
write. Q. — Is it his habit to write so d«4 
to the top of the sheet as this is written? 1^ 
I know of no habit he has on the subject. 

Mr. Lawson wished to say that he found « 
reference thati the date of the card to whidkl 
alluded yesterday, was 21st November, 18iS> 

Mr. O' Conor objected to the date being p«* 
unless the card was produced in evidence. 

The file of the New York Hwald o£ Itt 
June, 1850, in which the advertisement if* 
peared, for information wanted of Anna !!•■■ 
ers, as already mentioned, was prodnced* 

Mr. O' Conor to witness. — Did you cause tN 
advertisement to be inserted ? A. — I did Mt 
I never saw it until I saw it in the Heraldi I 
was not at the examination of Anna Flowcni 
I saw her before she was examined ; I saw \Ki 
at the Irving House, in her own bedroom; 1 
had communicated the fact that she was hiA 
to Mr. Forrest, by telegraph, to Philadd^i 
before I had seen her ; I communicated itunii 
or four times by telegraph to him, before hi 
came on ; I won't be positive that it waa a 
much as four times. * 

The Chief Justice to Mr. O'Conor — ^Bo yw 
offer the Herald, with the advertiaementi a 
evidence ? 

Mr. Van Buren objected to it as inrelevait 

Mr. O' Conor. — ^Yes, sir; it appears in tki 
morning and evening editions of that date, aad 
does not appear, I believe, in any other noBif 
ber ; and we agreed to admit the papers, fii 
order to save the editors the necessity of it- 
tending. 

Witness continued — I was at Mr. Yoorhiei^ 
farewell party ; he was going to California; I 
have no personal knowledge of Mr. Voorhiieif 
return from California imtil last summer;! 
have not sought for witnesses for this case since 
I was la^ on the stand ; I know Mr. Jokl 
Wendall ; I have not called on him about thii 
case. 

To Mr. Van Buren. — My conversation with 
Mrs. Forrest about Mr. Forrest, and the article 
which appeared in the Post, was a few dayi 
after the 1st November, 1848. . 
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r. Van Buren here read letter No. 24, be- 
produced, but not read at that tune : — 

[No. 24.] 

Satubdat Afternoon. 
r Dear Sir, — In our conversation this 
ling, which was somewhat hurried, there 
> some remarks made which I think require 
•tie more explanation. You say that Mr. 
est objected to give me the sum you pro- 
d, lest it should go toi^ards the support of 
sister. Now, you know enough of the ex- 
tes of house -keeping in New York to know 

out of two thousand dollars, after pay- 
house rent, there could not be much to 

away ; and besides tha^t, I have not the 
OTEST INTENTION of making arrangements 
ave Margaret to live with me ; and I think 
plained to you the. other night, that if her 
land did not return, (which he may very 

Ldo, and in which case of course we could 
( together,) — if he should not return, I 
it take her, with her child and servants, to 
d with me for the winter, and the six hun- 
. dollars she would pay mc, would materi- 
assist in house-keeping, and then leave her 

or three hundred besides, for her other 
inaes. She has, sinc^ her marriage, always 
lorted herself and her child, and is now 
3r engttgcment for an Increased number of 
l8.^Again, you said that Mr. Forrest said 
tistSs had lived on a much smaller sum. I 
w they did — but you must take several 
lers into consideration about that. First, 

everything is more expensive in New York 
. in Philadelphia ; and secondly, that they 
U during a long term of years, been accus- 
3d to practise habits of more strict economy 
1 1 ever knew anything about — but which, 
le same time, I by no means despise, and 
j< STRIVE in some measure to emulate; but 
mot hope to do so at first. Then again, 
' had their house rent free, and completely 
ished — which you will own makes some 
rence. The mere fact of tl^cre being three 
lem, adds by no means to the expense of 
.g, for they ull assist in house-keeping, and 
eby save much extra expenditure ; they 
5 likewise been in the habit of remaining in 
place, and I have been accustomed to change 
J and active life. I do not for a moment 
L you to think that I would be Understood 
vj I must live in the manner I have done ; 
Dugh throughout my life I could never tax 
elf with extravagance — yet I am even now 
jring from the confinement of the last few 
Ilb, and^eel the necessity of air and change. 
&e expenses of this house, with strict econ- 
V amount to $2,000 a year ; the rent, cer- 
LjT, is $500, and I hope to get a place for 
stliing less. I have put down all the items, 

cannot, with any calculation, bring them 
ss than nineteen hundred, and surely one 
ired may be allowed Ibr incidental matters. 
ve thought about a boarding-house life, but 

that it would be a very wretched one to 

and one ta which I am sure Mr. Forrest 
Id not willingly doom me. No one knows 
*r than he does the horror of being sor- 



rounded constantly with strangers. Were it 
for a time or season, I could endure it ; but to 
resign myself to it for life, I could not. 

The expenses of boarding, with any thing like 
tolerable rooms and some conveniences, would 
be nearly as great — to say nothing of sundries. 
You were one of the. first to propose the sum to 
which you say Mr. Forrest objects ; but I think 
he will not consider it unreasonable, when he 
remembers that, besides rent, I must make a 
considerable deduction from each quarter's pay- 
ment to get the place furnished by degrees, 
and that out of the first quarter, (from 1st May* 
when I left Twenty- second street,) I have to 
pay three hundred dollars, which I find, in 
counting up, I am now indebted. "The hundred 
which he gave me the other day was, I then 
said, already appropriated, and was the balance 
of my allowance due to the first of May — for 
that portion which he paid me for the February 
quarter I used for the house, and have not, till 
now, spent one cent for myself since last No- 
vember. If I have this first quarter, it will 
enable me to pay my debts, without which I 
cannot leave town, and refit for the summer, 
and pay my board, (which I shall have to do 
everywhere except at Koslyn, where I^ shall 
pass some ten days with Mrs. Bryant,) until 
the 1st of August. As I do not wish to take 
a house till the summer is over, I purpose, if 
possible, to pass August and September in the 
country, at some quiet, but clean and healthy 
place. I am sorry to have to bore you so much 
with my afiairs, and you may conceive how sad 
and painful it is to be forced to make plans for 
my future, disconnected with all that has 
brightened some years of the past. Indeed, I 
do not feel myself equal to making any very 
definite plans, but I shall endeavor to do nly 
best when I know my means. At present, I 
am very wretched, and feel the additional care 
of pecuniary difficulties press heavily on me. 
It is the first time in my life that I have felt 
homeless and poor. Truly, for whatever wrongs 
we may commit in this world, our punishment 
is here. 

If I had any means of making money, I 
should not try or importune Forrest for it. It 
would require some time for me to fit myself 
for a profession with any prospect of success, 
and teaching is totally out of the question. 

Fanny goes to Roslyn to-morrow morning, 
(being prevented by the cold from doing so 
this last week,) and sets house cleaners in 
train. She returns on Wednesday morning, 
and goes for good on Thursday. As this houst 
is let for the summer, I shall therefore have to 
take board for% short time here ; as although 
Mrs. Willis has urged me strongly to go there, 
yet there will be more company at her house 
than I am at this moment prepared to go into, 
and she is too sick to heed any extra trouble. 
It' Mrs. Ingham has not accommodations for me 
at her boarding house, I shall have to go with 
Virginia to the Astor House, where I suppose 
I can get some out-of-the way apartments, and 
where I shall then have friends staying. 

I am sorry that this matter should have been 
Idit till this time, when Mr. Forteat \Si^)a^»\A 
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much hurrietl ; but it U not my fault— and tho 
reason of my writing tliid now is, that I fear he 
and I cannot di-cuss the matter so well as you 
and he can. I am most anxious to sec him, but 
not on this subject. Tlca-e explain this to 
him; and h*aving the matter in your hands, I 
remain Yours, most truly, C. N. F. 

You yesterday said that Mr. Forrest had 
made some reference to the cause of our un- 
happy separation. That is a matter which I 
oan never discuss with any one, and we mutu- 
ally agreed not to mention. 1 know in some 
instances Mr. Forrest has said he would not 
speak TO ANY one living on the subject. 

Mr. O'CJonor then read what is supposed to 
bo Mr. Lawson's answer to that letter : 

[No. 39.] 

SuNDA-Y Morning. 

*• ^Iy Dear Mrs. Forrest — When I wrote you 
a brief note about an hour ago, by Virginia, I 
mentioned that yours, of last night, I had not 
read ; it was in the hands of Forrest. 

•* lleturning to his chamber, he called my 
attention to the P. S., in which you say that I 
mentioned in my interview of Saturday morn- 
ine, *That Mr. Forrest had made some refe- 
rence to the CAUSE of our unhappy separation.* 

" I am sure you misunderstood. I could not 
have said so ; for Forrest has not even hinted 
to me the * unhappy cause.* But he did say, 
and so I said to you, that he was not the 
CAUSE — it was brought about by no act of his — 
that had it been, he might think very differ- 
ently of the amount of alimony. 

." I would not be misunderstood In any mat- 
ter; but in one like this, where my deep anxi- 
ety is to keep the harmony entire that now 
exists, I hope that all I say, from one to the 
other, shall not be misconceived. 

•* Another point to which Forrest has made 
no reference whatever, viz : that I was the 
pirst to propose $2,000. My impression is 
yery strong on that point, I think I did not ; 
but when the sum was named to me, I said 
that the law, if resorted to, would allow as 
large a sum, and perhaps larger, and that no 
law should be resorted to in the case. I was 
and am anxious to bring about as large a sum 
as will remove aU asperity on your side or his. 
** Ever very truly yours, J. L.** 

The injunction, restraining Edwin Forrest 
from prosecuting his suit for divorce in Penn- 
sylvania, was then read ; also restraining him 
from selling his real estate ; from calling at 
the domicile of his wife, and from carrying her, 
or causing her to be carried into any other 
State. (It is dated Sept. 2, 1850.) 

A subsequent order of the Supreme Court, 
dissolving parts of the above order, was also 
read in evidence. 

Van Buren — Now I should like to give in 
evidence the number of motions that have 
been made in this case ; I think a fair average 
is one per day. 

O' Con or — K yon include the motions made 
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by your client, I will agree upon five hnaJi 
a day. [Lairghter.] 

Van Buren — What do you agree to, tha* 

O' Conor— To five hundred per day [reniii 
lauichterl up to the 5th July, 1851. 

Van Buren — Very well ; now I wait I 
prove the existence of an order issuing »e» 
mission to examine Ann Flowers at Ne? flj 
leans, dated 2d June, 1851. 

O' Conor— Ilcad it. 

Mr. Van Buren then read the order autbii 
ing three counsel at New Orleans to takei 
testimony of Ann Flowers, orally and oni ' 
on tho part of the defendant, in the usiull 
prescribed by the statute in that behalf. 

Tho affidavit of Mr. Forrest, in suppati 
the application for this commission and it/^i 
proceedings, until such commission be • 
cuted, was then read, setting forth that bill 
fully and fairly stated his deft-nce to Vnfc 
ren and Bobinson, his attorneys, and tWfc 
was informed by them, and fully beliered,** 
Ann Flowers, by whom he meant to |Bni 
distinct act of adultery on the part of bsi^ 
with one William H. Howard, was a nWjl 
witness for his defence. It is dated Miylll 
1851. I 

Mr. Van Buren then a^ed if it wa8i\,e««fll 
to offer some testimony in regard to the A*l 
acter of the house in Mercer street, to wl 
Ann Flowers was taken. If there 'W^ HI 
suggestion on the part of plaintiff, ti»t ^\ 
house was an infamous one, he (counsel,) ^l 
had the pleasure of living in that street, O*! 
laughter,) would show the contrary. ■ 1 

O' Conor — We merely wish to show, •l 
shall at lea«*t attempt to do so, that the iflAl 
occurrence in Mercer street was a most dSsB^I 
utable affair. I do not know that the nuohl I 
of the house is at all material. I 

No testimony to the effect stated was dftnl 

Mr. Van Buren then read an extract du 
affidavit of Mrs. Forrest, dated September 1i 
1850, which stated, "that the letter reeditt 
by her on the dith December, 1849, wis tb 
first intimation which she had that the wSi 
Edwin Forrest suspected or had cause to siupl' 
her purity.'* 

Counsel then offered to read a part of anoAv 
affidavit of Mrs. Forrest's, explanatory to tl» 
above. 

Mr. O* Conor wished to read it himself^ aaUt 
Van Buren had former portions m so !>•&> 
style. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Van Buren insisted upon reading itnflti 
and did so. » 

The affidavit has been before referred to. 

The offer of Mr. Van Buren to read parti d 
Mrs. Forrest's affidavit being objected to by lb 
O* Conor, the Court ruled them out, as lid 
been previously done, unless counsel wobM 
again read his whole affi<lavit. The passage 
read from Mrs. Forrest's affidavit were moit- 
over quite intelligible, and their truth woidi 
not be controverted by reading Mr. Forrert^l 
version of any occurrence with a view of cflO* 
tradicting her. 

Mr. Van Buren then read No. 33, the ezhilA 
proved by Mr. Lawson. 



[No. 38.] 
tlie sincere and nwful conTiotion that 
d in che presence of Almighty God, 
to whuQss and record the truth oi 
IV uHer, and 11I30 that I utter it with- 
il i-escrvation. I have never been 
to tho moiriage bed : I have never 
e permitted any man whatever to 

;he conduct of the purest wife: that 



my Hilehty to my lawful husband i 
emn vows of duty and afTection and 
n hint have nith the best of my 
. i'aitlituUy observed ;' I have never 
c caress or carcsse.", tho embrace 
of any other man than ray lawful 



thi 



Go^I to witness and attest that no 
vor hy word or action, with iheUaat 
ionnivFUce on roy part, proposed, of- 
ccomplished anything that might not 
imid and done in tho presence of my 
sbflnd. I never have, by intent of 

Id f<iil in ray allfgiance to_ ray hu3- 
iBt my love for my huaband had in 
■ diminished. 

ix, in the presence of Almighty God, 
' if it be not true, may peaci 
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forsake me in tliis life, 
ul forever in the life to come. 
CATHAHINE N. FO.HKEST. 

laia." 



—Yes; I have a right to say some- 
will call the attention of the jury to 
J of the date and month, to which I 
attention of Hr. Lnwson. 
r inspect tho paper, 
L-on — Wo rest our case now. 
A. 1,00 s'.vora for plaintiff. 
■ — I wish to give in avLdenee merely 
te, the commitment on which Ann 
ti« a'.'nt to the House of Kefuge, 2d 
Ii33. 

ten — M'e object to it on this ground, 
ly evidence to this subject, on the 
It it wasanirrtlovantiiniuiryof Ann 
and she having given her statement 
must ab'As by it. 

■ — I nia not going to contradict here, 
reu— Well, then, I object all the 
or you cmmot then advert to any 
3 of the witjicis to bo impeached, but 
lioji i.T rojarj to her general char- 

onor tho-.i~ht it was perfectly rcle- 
iroper so chow her teal age at the 
r coming to tho House of Itefugc; to 
that alio wes utterly unehaate at 



foii;id Mrs. Forrest in tho 

jward, that ho might argue there- 

atiro untruth of her whole story. 



; Tlie Court would remember that Ann Flowew 
testified that she had an iUfgiiimale child, that 
Captain Howard was the father of her child, 
and that Mrs. Forrest was the cause of her 
seduction. Thus, an enormous part of wicked- 
neaa was spread out agaiiist Mrs. Forrest, 
which, if unexplained, might tcli terribly 
against her with the j ury. 
Judge — What do you mean to prove by this 

O'Conor — I mean to assail her general ohar- 
acier, and pmve her age. 

Judge — You may prove her age, but aa to 
character, that has to be considered. 

Van Buren — We object to the proof as re- 
eards the age, but aa to character, they may go 
into that if they restrict themselves to or about 
the time when she testified. 

The Court allowed the proof in regard to age. 

Mr. O'Conor then staled that the commit- 
ment was dated October 2, 1838, and signed by 
James Palmer and Ilobert Taylor, police mag- 

I E:iamination continued — I am a phvsician; 
I live at Peckskill; am now cnj^aged as a 
teacher in medicine in mclical institutions ; I 
formerly rextded in this city, in Hudson street. 

Q. Had you while there residing a servant 
named Ann Dempsey in your employ ? 

A. I had ; I know her mother, Mrs. Demp- 
sey; that Has in 1S3S. 

Q. Did you at that time become acquainted 
with the Keneral charsctor of Ann i 

Objected to as too remote. 

The Judge said it had never been decided 
that bad or good character might be shown to 
exist within n certain period only, 'llioro wm 
no limit to such inquiry, the jury were to judge 
of the weight that the testimony bearing upon 
character at a very remote period was eatab- 

Witncas — She was in my family only about 
ten days ; I knew nothing of her character 
when I employed her, or I would not have 
dono BO : after she had stolen — 

Court — That won't do. Doctor ; tell me her 
ago at that time. 

Witness— She was about fourteen or fifteen, 
as she stated to mo ; her character, upon in- 
quiry, proved to be bad. 

Q. From tho degree of acquiuntance %hioh 
you formed of her character, would you confide 
in her stntoments under oath i 

Objected to. 

Witness — Unless her character had changed 
materially, I would notbelicve her under oath ; 
I have not seen her .,ince. 

Q. Where did she ga to from your house > 

A. I took her to tho upper police office. 

Q. How many servants had you at that time ? 

Hr, Van Buren objected. Tho object of the 
question is again to contradict her. 

Mr. O'Conor — I purpose to show that Ann 



fellow a-rvant ; that she stole a watch, by going 
out on the roof of the houso and into Misa 
Porbes's, who resided next dooi ; and tliat Ur. 
Lee had no little girl at that time luu&n^ Umc- 
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garet as a Bcrvant ; that the only servant was a 
woman named Bridget ; and that Anna Flowers' 
whole story of her being the innocent receiver 
of the watch from the other servant, was untrue. 

Mr. Van Buren suggested that a couple of 
murders might be added to the list. (Laugh- 
ter.) 

ITie Chief Justice did not consider the offer 
competent, and Mr. O' Conor excepted to the 
ruling. 

The witness was not cross-examined. 

William C. Foster was next examined and 
deposed — I reside in Ilochester ; I am now en- 
gaged in the forwarding business ; I have seen 
Sir. Edwin Forrest; I knew Miss Josephine 
Clifton by sight. 

Q. To witness — Did you see Mr. Forrest and 
Josephine Clifton together at any time in the 
year 1842 ? A. Yes, sir, at Albany ; I saw 
ihem together in two places ; one was the 
theatre, the other was at the Eagle Tavern ; 
I was stopping there at the time ; sometime in 
the latter part of November, or forepart of De- 
cember ; I was stopping at the Eagle Tavern ; 
in the morning, before breakfast, I saw Mr. 
Forr^t coming out of a room on the opposite 
side of the hall from the room in which i was ; 
he stepped forward a step or two towards the 
room on the north side of the one he came out 
of; it was an adjoining room ; there wasaper- 
ioa stepped to the inside of the door of the room 
he came out of, and gave some signal that stop- 
ped his course, and he stopped back to the 
door ; he stood and talked with the person in 
the room ; while in that position, I closed my 
door, and started to go down stairs ; when I 

Sot to the head of the stairs, and turned to go 
own, it brought them in front of me ; the 
door was then closed, and Mr. Forrest was then 
going to the other room. That's all I saw. 
(Laughter.) 

Q. Did you get sight of the person in the 
room who made that signal ? 

A. I saw the face. 

Q. What face was that ? 

A. I supposed it to be Miss Clifton. 

Q. Why did you suppose so ? 

A. I believed it to be her face. 

Q. In what condition of dress was Mr. F. at 
the tAie you saw him then ? 

A. In an undress, with a cloak over his 
shoulders. [Laughter.] 

Q. Explain what you mean by undress. 

A. He had nothing on but his linen and the 
doak. [Great laughter.] 

Cross-examined — This occurred between 
seven and eight o'clocl^ in the morning ; it was 
in the year 1842 ; cannot give the day of the 
month ; it was November or December ; all I 
saw occupied but half a moment ; the signal of 
which I spoke was a sort of caU ; heard nothing 
but a sound ; no one but me was in the entry ; 
had seen them play the night before ; was not 
in the room when I saw Miss GMtfton ; cannot 
say whether it was a sitting or bed-room ; 
oame here on the 1st inst, as a witness in this 
case : left Albany on the 1st ; a man named 
Strong, at Albany, subpoenaed me ; in reading 
the report of t^^is rj^\ I communicated what 1 1 



could prove ; was in Albany on my own 
ness ; had no expectation of being sui 
or of being a witness until I was actually 
pcDnaed. 

Q. Yon are somewhat surprised now 
you are here, are you not ? ^ 

A. Yes, sir. 

Van Buren — ^Well, so am I ! [Loud 
ter.] 

Judge — It is the time of adjournment 

O* Conor — I would again request your 
to call the attention of the audience to thiM 
that we are not here in a theatre. It ajqNtf 
to me, and it must have struck you so, Ukcii^ 
that whenever a witness on our part is iilii 
duced, an audience is prepared for him. Idii 
a fear trial for my client. We ask no ftfit 
but strict justice, and these demonstratioai • 
the part of the audience might have sovi ^ 
fluence. 

The Court hoped that such was not th««i* 
and requested the audience to abstain finBtf^ 
marks of approbation or disapprobation. ^- • 

The proceedings were then adjourncA^' 
Monday. ^i 

MoNDAi^ Jan. 6. Fifteenth Day, James A^-fj 
terlee sworn — Was bookkeeper at tb^l^S^ 
Ilouse in 1850 ; Anna Flowers came t*^^S 
House 10th June, and left on 15th in ^^^Sk 
noon ; Mrs. Forrest stays at the Irvin^]*^ 

By Mr. Van B.— Do not know ^^^V^tK 
Forrest came ; do not know the ladr^^"^ 
that is staying with her ; there is no 
with her that I know of. 

Kob^rt Freeman sworn, by Mr. O'C- 
in New- York, a tailor by trade. No. 28j 
way, corner Park-place ; know Mr. 
who is present in Court ; have an if^ 
collection of being with him in a stei 
Albany on an pcpasion 6 to 10 years 
a night boat ; my attention was drawn 
a gentleman and lady on board tl}e boal 
not know them person^y myselJf. [C 
to]. Mr. O'C. said he wished to showtl 
F. and Miss C. were in the same st 
that evening — cannot prove it was than 
witness, but another told him who the] 
Mr. Van B. said, as they had got into 
Court room and a new year, there mig^' 
desire to go over again the whole cas^^ 
timony as to inform^^tion is improper, 
known that Mr. Forrest and^Miss Cliftoi 
engaged at theatres abroad at the same 
and journeyed together, and no person 
the fact better than plaintiff herself. Ifisff^ 
ton is dead, and there is no possibility of 
ing her to explain. He contended thatpUi 
should be confined to the case. Mr. Fc 
labors under difficulty, as many do, on ace- 
of the death of a party as to explanation, b^ 
is for the Jury to weigh that as they will^ 
mote testimony ; but there is a general aUg 
tion as to Miss Clifton, and it is proper the J^ 
should have any proper testimony. 

Witness — Believe I was informed who 
parties were ; it is impressed upon my mi> 
that it was Mr. Wendell ; as to tiie gentlen^ 
and lady I noticed nothing peculiar ; I obsfl^ 
ed a lady being shown into a state-room 10 
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ont of the boat, she having baggage with 
; she was pointed out to me by a gentleman 
3 who she was ; a few minutes afterward 
Mr. Forrest, who was also pointed out to 
the gentleman went into the state-room ; 
2ve Miss was there ; believe the door was 
sd when they were there : it was in an 
5r deck state-room ; they are used both as 
ig-room and sleeping-room ; cannot swear 
lively it was Mr. Forrest that went into the 
-room. 

nmelius Wendell, sworn by Mr. O'C. — Re- 
at Williamsburgh, am a printer ; resided 
erly at Albany; know Mr. Forrest, and 
V Miss Clifton ; know last witness ; have 
lected of seeing Mr. Forrest and Miss 
3n in a boat in North Ri/er ; cannot say 
iijie ; it was seven or eight years ago ; a 

* boat ; cannot say positively whether to 
>xn Albany, or what boat ; saw Mr. Forrest 
liAiss C. side by side, walking in the saloon ; 
on the lower deck, then on the upper 
S saw them by a state-room door ; did 
se either of them go in ; do not recollect 
L^ mentioned to any one who the parties 
; do not recollect whether or not, Mr. 
c^an was on board that time. 

-By Mr, O' Conor — Did the witness at any 

jstate persons to be Mr. F. and Miss C. 
. «uch was not the fact. Objected to and 
out •* as too loose." 

Jdr. Van Buren — I have stated what I 
on the subject to several persons in town 
Tr. A. Stevens, Mr, Seaman, Mr. Corne- 
> CDgardus, and one or two more. I am not 
.'Sjited with Mrs. Forrest ; I am with her 
^1 ; I have stated to Mr. O' Conor what 
.d testify ; I think it was at his office on 
y" or Saturday last ; I was solicited to at- 
^j a Mr. Martin ; I don't know his other 
» believe he is a lawyer. The Chief Jus- 
i^^mated that the time was wasted. 
^^^Une IngersoU called by O* Conor and sworn 
>'w reside at No. 4 Murray street ; I have 
i:a the city four or five years, about four 
» when I first came here I resided at No. 
■^'ecnwich street ; I really forgot the num- 
•'^at think that's it ; I lived there about a 
^-»d a half ; I moved in the fall ; in Sep- 
'^ I think ; I left the house on a 1st of 
the 2d first of May after I left it ; I re- 
i immediately into another house, that 
^^o. 628 Houston street ; I can't specify 
cxie I stayed there ; two and a half years I 

» I left last May ; that would make it 
-'^ro years ; I could fix these dates by my 
^^^9 ; the papers are in Murray street. 
t^o you know Mr. Forrest, the defendant 

• suit? 

— -I do ; have known him since I lived in 
^on street ; I am mistaken, I knew him 

X lived in Greenwich street. 
^*i8wer to a question from Mr. Van Buren, 
^ief Justice said he intended to re-open 
^« broadly and unlimitedly. 
^9^esa — Mr. Forrest was at my house in 
^^ch street more than once ; I can't re- 
per how long after I first went there ^ I 
' not state the nwaber of times he came ; 



he came alone ; he came and engaged a room. 

Q. — In what way } 

A.— He difl not specify how long when ho 
asked for a room ; I don't remember how l(mg 
he kept the room engaged ; three or four hours 
he would probably be there ; I never saw him 
go in or leave it; I judge about that time; 
he engaged the room mq^e than once; J do 
not remember how often he engaged this 
room ; it was not frequent ; it was the front 
room second story; it was furnished as a 
sleeping apartment; he did not say at any 
time what he wanted the room for ; I never 
saw him in that room ; I never saw any other 
person go in or come out of it while he was in 
it ; he came to engage the room in the day- 
time; I only saw him in the parlor down 
stairs ; it is the front room ; I received him 
there and left him there ; sometimes I went out 
through the folding doors, and sometime9^<put 
of the parlor door to the hsdl ; I left him alo^e ; 
I do not remember if the contract for the room 
was for immediate occupancy^ or to come at 
another time ; I never sent any one to meet 
him in the parlor ; he came in «the morning, 
generally when I was about my household 
duties, and I asked him to excuse me ; I can't 
remember the sum I charged for the use of 
these rooms ; he asked if I had a room ; he 
told me who recommended him, and I gave 
him a small parlor and a bedroom ; I don't 
know if he occupied the parlor ; I don't re- 
member the name of the gentlepian who recom- 
mended him ; he was a Jrhiladelphian ; I may 
have heard him (Forrest) go up to the room, 
and sometimes leave it ; I've heard him coming 
down stairs, and I think I heard him go up ; 
I never saw him going up or down ; I did not 
hear anybody else go up ; Mr. Forrest was not 
acquainted with any person living in my house 
at the time of these visits ; I don't remember 
of going into the room the same day after he 
had left it ; I have four chambers in my house 
beside the parlors ; each chamber was provided 
with a bed, or they could not be chambers ; I 
let them by the quarter, the week, the day, or 
the hour, just as long as the person chose to 
occupy and pay for them ; I have let them of 
an evening, not for any specified time ; I let 
them as often in the evening as in the day 
time — sometimes to gentlemen, sometimes t 
ladies, sometimes to both. 

Q. — Was it usual for a gentleman anJ a 
lady to come to your house and occupy one of 
these rooms for a part of the day or an evening ? 

Witness — I decline answering that question, 
Sir. 

Q. — Did you or not move into the house in 
Houston street, on the 1st of May, 1848 } 

A. — I know it was the Ist of May, but I 
cannot tell the year until I am at liberty to 
refer to my book, when you shall know cor- 
rectly. 

Mr. O' Conor said, the witness was bound ta 
answer the other question put to her. 

Chief Justice — Why do you decline to an*' 
swer? 

H^»^n«M— Why? for private retsont of m:| 
own wbkh are brnportaat tA tu^ 
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The Chief Justice replied to thowltncas, thrt 
if thut was to prevail, any iviCnesa might ahut 
his mnuth. 

WitiieaK — Well, there hnve been.' 

Q. — Were not those chumberB generally UBed 
ftir the purpose of b Imly and gciillenian mcot- 
ing therein i 

A. — No ; They wore u-^oil for Iioardera ; gen- 
CTHlly for persona loatiliiig with mc; I hiid 
both gentlemen anil lailics ; I dou't know their 
names, thoy were trunaicnt; I mean persons 
Who came from other tilaeeSiVho woul.l stny t«'o 
or throe dayn, aomelinics longer ; I cannot tell 
the names ot'uny of Ihrmi aomu of the ladies 
wero permanent, stay two or tSiree montha at a 
time, and one or two of them stayed longer ; I 
bad on an nTcrage three lady boardcra ; there 
have been times when I had only one. 

Q. ^Verc the ladies liring with huabands or 

A. I decline answering ; it would be a very 
difRcult matter for mc to any if thuy had hus- 
bands or not. 

Q, Viis it usual for the ladies to occupy the 
lame eharabijr at night with one of your iran- 
uent gentlemen boarders i 

A. ^' 0, it was not usual. 

a. Was it unusual > 

A. I should like to know if these questions 
are necessary ; I appeal to the Court — I meant 
to any if a lady or gentleman caiiie to me, they 
occupied my room aa man and wile ; I have had 
ladiej in this city with mo who ke;>t company 
with gentlemon who I did not know if they 
were married or not { I mc;in they occupied tli.e 
■ame chamber of a night. 

Q. Did they occupy the same toom with diX- 
feicnt gentlemen? 

A. I decline answering. 

Mr. O'Conor said it would do her no harm. 

The Court said if the counsel called upon the 
court to compsl an ans'.vor, he would consiiler. 
He had no doubt she was bound to aniwcr any 
question which would not suhject her to a 
criminal proaccution. 

Cliief Jusdeo to witncE3.—"o thing would 
eieuse you except it would subject you to crim. 
pros, hy an indictment. The witness aulccd if 
her answer was necessary. 

Mr. O'Conor said it was neocEBary to show 
for what purpose these rooms wero occupied, 
in order to nhnw for what purpoi;e Mr. Forrest 
hired the rooms. 

Question repeated, and witness said she could 
not remember. 

Q. By what name or designatiou was V. 
Forrest luiown ? 

A. He came and aaw no one but myself; 
waa two or three timqs after ]\c came before 
luicw who lie was i he generally met the at 
vant ; he did not mention his name ; supposed 
I knew it, as everybody knew him ; there v 
a person other than myself who attended 
letting persona in at the door ; not always the 
aame person ; I went to the djor often myself, 
and at other limea an Irish girl, a thambermaid ; 
her name is Ellen ; she is not in the city ; I havi 
not seen hersijicel diaeharged her; she did 
not know Mr. Forrcati after the iirat time Mc. 



me no one «tteni-]cd to 1 . 
into the parlor himselt; I h ere waa a ladjB 

Calista Hussell ; ahe v,aa somEtini 
Sarali, and sometimes Ju.^.ephine; ih 
LuurcnS'Bt. now; she i.t in trouble; 
is lying a corpse ; I had o fervii 
Knchael Kinsela; she la tlic cook, and 1| 
notliing about the hou>e; Mr. F, hi 
'n Ilousfnntt. the snme way 
d ; not all the time ; 1 lived ii 
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n the ei 
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house in Ore 

ju him; he had the fr'i 
Houston Bt. ; we hnd i 

the chambermaid would let Mr. P.ii 
girl called Ellen, and a eolored a 
Jenny, but they did not know Mr. l 
heard him come down in Houston ilqj| 
it hear him go up ; 1 don't 
lying all night ; be would ctnnc 
ice or twice a month; Inertt 
ly one come with him ; I never 
any other persons at iiiy house; ll 
pear strange to yon, hut it in the ttl 
" Did you usually endeaveit to " 
all you coutd? 
A. No, sir, that Is not n 

Q. CimyouteU the use Jlr. r.ai 
oms to when he had ihiin oCyou! 1 
A. I told you I nev 
! camo by himself ai 
lor ; 1 could not Itno' 

ing into the room or slaying in 
Did Mr. F. GTcr pay yoa any-;! 

Yes. I cannot tell how oftOkfl 
p"aid every time ; I kept no uccountilir 
to his own memory; 1 kept 
as I told you before. 

ByMr.VanBurcn— Ihai 
to by Mrs. Forrest; I never 
nor any one in hec bohulf. 

Q. Do you know Mr. Willis ? 

A. I do not; nor Mr. Wikair, o 
cralt ; no representations have been SI 
mc by them, or I would not he aittingU 

Mr. O'Conor asked for an nltaohit— ' 
Thomas S. Ilanihlin, a witness. 

Theodore Sedgwick, Jr., re-called— 
seller -ol-law ; waa atC(>rney-at-law fbi . 
rest in 1849, and for °ome time bafats^ 
originally employed by Mr. Forrest in H 
at Pennsylvania ; I "was i' ' ' ^ 

brought to an amicable arrangemenb en 
general basis of divoriiu and an allowwill 
supposed it was agreed uprm when S!Ii«..|l| 
introduced to Mr. O'C. ; hud an ' 
Mr. O'C. at my house, in the win 
my associate in the case, £Ir. RnndalL 
adelphia, was present: Mr. U'C. tookti 
that the ultimatum of the ' ~ * 
tire innocence of Mri. P. ; 
actly what was the convi 
not having aenie papers 1: 



I tat tie ptment, i 



B tAeA u 



.ochcad, (worn— By Mr. O'C— Am 
n at pri-atntof Sili W&n) ; knnvr 
t by aiabt ; ktiew & house in (Im-pti- 
jd 10 have been occupied by Mm. 
iMVUr MW h<v, not nan I cvnr in 
! I saw Mr. Forriist ro up the 
ne ocoMion, and on snolher occtnion 

I Ucie bo wag on tbo Btooji, ftn<3 did 
nhelber lie went in or not ; do not 

seeing him' at nnj' otlitT time ; wae 






'suiick, recalled— "WiUmas n 
I ftQ iiiolosure. wrlioii by hi 
li Juu, 27, IHAO, th« on« OS nmiQid, 
ivai« to Mr. O'O.-, Maiiug For- 
tnklDg Rteni for a divorce, aii<) 
r, O'C. to bn inibrmnd. &a.i wi»H«» 
iw liir himaelf sud Mr. lUiuJslI with 
l&o prirats note i-efew to (he other, 
Am to m^o llie rcndcsnoiu in bi) 



*' 



.— TlaTB noiiuuht the intw^iew wm 
nwnomber Mr. F. wan C« euijJoy an 
tleai) tlie raiiflijl'anla t-egiilaturo 
titeaiEreuuietttM to Mn^F. nadnol 
[Vgoi— h«v« titi rnoollRCtioa of 
, O'O , a papuT nitk ilio word " 
11^ out; ID)- intpriwdiui^s are I 

(Objtaodto.) Nev.*sii« 
I reinci] ro t1iu niftuer ; a letter of 
lo Mr. S. Rajn Mn. y. i« wilUoj: 

in anydiing not intwiwialeiit ^liii 
3f bur entiTu innocDDM: r«Aiieii to 
ha Vwh rwUlive to peticioa to the 
'q; tfau piopcttllian hmj hecn uniler- 
I tbfl prooeedingn ui Ponnsylvsuiit 
. be naae public; Iniuteavoredloer- 
nicBUo arrangiotDiiii, but Ihs n1io1« 

Vun Uarta, — I had comlBuniciilcil 
Bryant and Mr- Oi:d»n, of Cbimso, 
91 iln. v., i UftlLcd on Mr. Bryiinl 
a1 frirnd of the portiu. 
I nhat point had the negolijttioa ad- 
id tflt.y Mr. OC. 
A Duron, »n!(l them had ncviT bfvn 

nid nr Ihouplit of till Mr. O'C. 

the cme, bat that tlid divoree wu 
liaiid from the Pcntuylvaaift L*.girfft- 
Iw ground or Soipropriety of Mm. IT. 

mfitti>r of iJilTerence itu a* '~ '' 
r allowance. 
C. ronicndcil ttuil n DL-i:otiatu)n by 
■a nurl Str. liryant, os belialfuf Mm. 
untid bu civeo in miileuce, unlen tt 
nwQ iliai Mr*. !^ uiiborizitd it. 
^rt «ain''.i(!a<l in ib« view, awl 
bu tbu whdn teilioiuny in n^rd (o 



matter f;et)erelly w bin >:»xiiur,I, hail na «p»cifir 
'-'rUctionR; he nniployeil Mr. Randall, iif 
_ . insylvBiiiB, and ajtvlT, 1 wu extremely 
anxinun to h»rt! the matter t<t?llli>d in ilr ncoi- 
rablo manner, and if iiiijiTiin!;w*i>ion«aiflio 
Jlu4(^ luggMted r WM to Wiiwp ; Mr. P. wish- 
ed to Lave rhadiTomeobfaini'din ali^nlw^t 
he dwired to go immnilintRly lo thii Courir"^ 
aliimiatiTn chxr|[ei ; Mr. F, mtifKil frODt 
to day, M we met, all I did on tlit> aiiU 
' rutronl to the necoliailnn with Mr. 
-. Itwatorhetlwrif Mr. F.mndnanaiiiiU 
to the liegi»laturA of IVncaytvonia, a> oon 
boon r.oMRnipIaltsd, wliciW «he would be ti- 
Ipntnponit;! dii oni tnuw tbai. Mr. F. save 
any icatrai-iion* w U huw t)io oharpe« irlcunld 
ha f'rumKd, ithetVr in luiM tamii nr not ; the 
apiilicalion wan lo b« in the buv rtt impro- 
priety of Mm. F, ; bat nn cffon wnn tnailn n^ 
to have rhe mntlcr pnbliabt'il, or have the 
tiralurf knonn lo the member* of tbe Li 
exnejil Hut Conunittce and tbo»e _ 
wliu eitpecially denred (o lotk uij 



oiadn n^ 
elhe^^^^ 

io»e^^^^H 
poaKHuff 



,Jrs. Infiar»all, rtic-iliei!— Tonk , 
of hoiiM) No. an OrMwii'h tt. Ifw 5. 1846 
left it oa lat. May. 184«, for No. f.Sa Uaamu 
it, and niiuunvd tlM^e (o mM«y last, ' 
[ went to No. 4 Murwy garrt, 

Adjoumerl to TM^biy lartjioaa. 




n ihf c* 



ntrj-. 



houkrd 
; tiiAid bdi in 
jia^Aoi til '«'>* 
cEiond itteftC onots 
.ittc; Mr. ainl Mf 
u«nnay ! wa» ihc; 
iSiS. wh«u ihwu '• 



fiutniKid Ur«- r.'> ilrau. 




11' Hi ^in t at hniou : 



Dr. John Rawk*. Rwnm— T^j-aidani UIW 
itajlnuatttfrJand'ahwe. JBit neoryMTMl, on 
nir w»y from Bniiton >" R«chn*icr ; <In not 
knftw Mr.. Fiirriuti kr.ow Ut. P..rr»n. by 

iia'>ti (lid net know JotrphinA t'lifimi in hot 
'. by tinbx i Bom- 7 or S jRun aco in* 



» wif", fr:*! Nrw '' 



,, . . ^ .; ^ tr«T«iIins wlUi .... ,...., .. — ..... ™ 

«ion ai to a collusive hai^n i«- KocS«t*r, and atajnd owr nlitlii at UUu* ; in 
t. Pomit ud hb «ife to obtain • 41- At mtirninx, wbca wo twiki^.* W-\i«A. •»» 
w I Mia. UnoV. \»'ra% w^ A\ -Jawi*** •■ -^W- " 




.jotliiil it tu Uifi lUruuuh VTio win- 
. ftdjai-ntlr In and oot u'Uid aaltiua. 



I, nmlBlmut t 

- B-iih Ijm whit* i, 

la-Kn : the paid abaig 

I : (ha Mit C 

ii'lumdicild ma I 
.i:-X MiM aUlun. 
■•■J I'ViDimn]— 




m whbli 



iiiunUl 



_,_ie cWllber of a iii:;tit. 

0, I>idltB7QCrujljtliG3»l. . 

fcrenC gentle aieii ? ™ i, '' 

A. Iileclino aaiWDriQg. * here, • 

Mr. O'Coiior said it -nouM d.,""" ' 
Tte Court said i£ the coii:i-il c;d! 

He hnd uo doubt she v,aa lioiinil ti if^ 
^ii*slioo which would 
ciiiniuftt prosecution. 

Cliiel' JueticD to witnPES.— Nothiii;;™ " ™ 
excuse juuOKOEptifwouldgilbji'rtvo^j i'"'^'*. '** 
'ProB, by an indictnicJit. Tho tr 
.^ ruawer yna nQMBsarf, 

Mr. O' Conor said itviBH nee .. 
fiji what potpoae ihEsu rooms yieii; Ci-i'iii'"^'? 



■ ' cnntf-tx- 



iif. F^i 




n ordpr to show for what purpuii 
hiiod the rooma. 

Queatiijn repeated, and iritn^sj ,^ 
i)ot tEictnuber. 
^^By wlmt niimo or dciiEnsH 



h iiWlhetueneA 
etlie Bslnoii, wliioh Idiil 
bujf of the utr ; my kiuband Mtt with 
i there; I told him tiic rciuAD I leit tha 
«alA«n ; Mr. F., Misa CUAaii, snd h«T it-rvsnt. 
iainon 1 wmi out of it ul)au>. 
P. cdtno to thp dfKir, nn-! 
■old go bnck if I trishcd; ultoi mi 
«itli>on IhciiT(lnamoTeeoiii[>liiIi>l, 
writhiiiB* ot conloriioiiBi iihi: ili^ 
~ rtdliwd npmk the m&i X li«d 




via acpruiilif finm ihu cat ill.. 
wwAt i I nftlitnl luR vhu WBH tka^ 
told tno vtitlioat litxlUllon t ifav ■ 

travt-IItJ i^n nrDoatit nl tbn compLdi 
uid U:i<i tJikvii n gond ddtl aC n ~ 

hut it ncTor hnJ relieved her; • 

not mutricd : abe wfil thi« in am 
»l»gB«tWll tb.ll ■)!« htA iiiMrT •Mid- 

liiuidi kkiR tf^lini) 1^* «'«« cot 1 
B lusrricil icvntliimsu ami n &1<uh 
ln«^m« uf teiliag han- long 1 wm 
iratunri, not « whiit point of tli 
-'■-■iH think wflhaditfii rufHiu i] 

1 ; it «■•• wanu wefttheit ila 

■ iM'mih : tiiwnnlinifthl Wttl 
I -ttr; g«t into tbcis In tl 

■ j1 .un tt Hx. F(im«i'« cBumwtj dig 
fl*ii iir eight yeure ago ; coimnt UUi 
tlwri lljst nnw. 

Dirctt— I took for ipftnteil ti 
mm with hoT wiui her hiuliuid— ii« 
tlwH that ! tin win very ftttnilint U 

Mr. Iluwka u^aib took the utaad. 

tlirfut rammed— I waa, hnifbn if 
thit Eteeurrisicc n phjiriclan, 

Q, I'lftinK into vivw what jnro m 
and dUa the puiiiit, &i;^ that thia ltd] 
Ui'l Iha fiwt lUut shu iwald not b| 
without tiein^ wruppcd up, did yau i 
funn wi (^Inuin oa to what wm tiM 
her ilhrnga J 

WUiieM— I did fain an opinloa. M 

Q. What vruH that oi>iniaii> ■ 

Ohje.te.i to ,.n K,,n,u,:,. ,aHv,.Iy ,US| 



Wiiu.-- 

BDii hcnni I'l.iiu !ity wi'i', •<■ U. 
wiu nt that time, and in sow, tiiat It i 
of aborituTi t I incuiioitcd Co taj w| 
Ume, tliutthppDiticBWCTc Ur. J^^nw 
diOan, 



iirofNHi 

l-lto.^ . - 

j'tar and a half ia Cherry Vulloy, li 
TillBga ofNewnik. in Wftjoe Cu. ; It 
VidlBy to aitibmeo tlie npportiuiliy « 
pfpTactiainEmypTifaarian: lataj^j 
nearly five yciu* ; thfinca 1 wf.irt 
(nler, ami Hunt intn the drug bwijn 
tiii^ till) I'tiiotiao oCmvdioiDei wna (n 
diuinuu DfTuly IS ji:»r»( gudo m U 
>i'ttle up my «Skii* ut Itoalwamtjl' 
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Fortcscuc, Mrs. Vorrcst and Mrs. Voorhiea, In 
the library ; the evcninj; wa$ spent in convcr- 
aAtion, ordinarily ; that party broke up be- 
tween 12 and 1 o'clock ; Mr. Forte^cue was to 
leave the next morninjr for the "West, and the 
time Wiui particularly alluded to : we all k'ft 
together; I quitted them at the corner of 
Ninth avenue and Fourteenth street ; I never 
se.w Mrs. Forre»t before Mr. Forrest returned 
from Kn^Iand in 1810, nor Mr F. except on the 
stage ; there was no wine in thn room wliere, 
i>n tlic List occasion tcstili:*d to, we were ; just 
before wo went away, somotliing was said 
.'boutwine; Mrs. Voorliie* went down stairs 
to get it, and Captain C'alcr.ift volunteered his i 
ansistani'C ; ('aptain Calcraft in an elderly man ' 
— in this country; on their rejHrn they Jip- ■ 
jvarod to be merry, at some gootjlhing paid or ; 
an awkwardness*; "Mrs. F. remrirkod upon it = 
At the tinu' ; saw notUinff excepting he:irty ' 
merriment, hucli as 1 h:;ve Pcon in a thousand 
other t-ascs — hi the i-a::ts of rosj^ectable per- 
sims, — witr: a liv>w of .sjurits ; Mr» Forrest did 
.lit ;>;ii'J(ip:.te in the merriment, but romarkcd 
up«m it, ill a can:io::iry way. as they entered 
ri'.i' r r"»::i ; jim corta:!! il ^\as iii A\i^u>»t or Sop- '. 
liiiioer; to.»I: partii-uL-ir notice of the tiiuc j 
when we li-lt; on thst eveiiiii;^ J*aw not)iin^ ; 
u:iu>v.:il, rxceplin!^ the smolvini» of some Utile | 
p-iptr lii^av-*; my rofolkctions of the evenlnj; 
are vatlier unusuallv lii.-tinct, and of the con- , 
vi-'r-ation tint took plr.ce there ; do not rc:nc:n- 
bc:r that K\v.i rank of Mr. Fortcsvue was talked 
of; 1 h-id Ifiirncd that he bcloiifjcod to an aristo- 
cratic family in ]in-:;l.ind ; he was a very gon- 
tiemanly man; that's all I knovr of him; I 
remember usiui? such an expression as a *• tin 
petticoat ;" it was used about a lady who wrs ; 
at a Fmall party, in the dining room, at Mr. 
Forrest's house, in the evening ; do not re- , 
member who the lady was; her dress rustled I 
considerably as she moved about the room, and j 
T made the remark aside to Mrs. Voorhies or to j 
>lrs. Forrest. I did not use it a second time : I 
hoard it laughed about afterwards as an odd j 
exjiression; I never made the remark, except] 
SIS I have described ; slept at Mr. Forrest's one i 
night ; Mrs. Forrest was at home ; I do not re- j 
collect any one else ; do not remember whether j 
Mrs. Voorhies was ; my impression is she was i 
not; that was in the spring or summer of. 
I84S : it was after Mr. Forrest returned f:om.; 
his farewell tour in the South ; he was not ■ 
at home at the time. It was a violent rain ; ' 
>Ir3. Forrest gave mo a reluctant hfilf-invita- 
tion to stay, which I distinctly remember; Ij 
rtiiid I thought it was not uncommon for gen- i 
tlemcii to sleep there, as Mr. Flacido, Mr. 
Godwin and Mr. Howard had done so ; she 
said it would be too bad to turn me out on such 
a night ; I slept in the room over the liall door : 
went into no other bed-room that night. 

Wednksday, Jan. 7. 

Saniucl Marsden Rivmond recalled. 

y. You say that you faw Mrs. Forrest 
smoke ; ^lu h >vv tn \\/ i isU i .■ h? 

A. I recolleoc but two instances ; the first 
was in 1848 ; I called on Mr. F. and passed the 



evening on the upper verandah ; there was a 
Mr. Oxiey, an actor, Mr. F., Mrs. F., myself 
and bome one eirc, but do not know who. In 
the course of the evening, F. said, ** E^ate, 
mike us some mint juleps ;*' Mri;. F. made 
them; afterwards F. and Oxley smoked ; Mr*. 
F. brought them the cigars; Mrs. F. then 
took a litile paper cigar, and lit ir, and offered 
it to me ; I do not s:noke, but I took the little 
cig'tr and partly ^imoked it ; she did so in the 
presence of her husband ; it was tiio first time 
that I had seen a lady smoke so, though I 
h ive seen a groat many women in the country 
smoke — farmer's wives. The second time I 
saw her smoke was when I parsed the evening 
there, together with Capt. Cah-raft and Mr. 
Fortescue ; Cih;rafc was not in any way af- 
fected by liquor that evenifig; I disrinetly 
recolect .some of the topic's of his convcwation; 
he told us a long story which 1 perfectly re- 
(!olleet ; we had no liquor until the wine was 
brought up ; we drank just a glass of wine as 
we were going avvay. and the qiiantity was 
not large enough to allect us in any way; am 
irenaiu th-.d lh«'re was no wine in Tiic room be- 
fore that ; I have never seen Mrs. F. disguised 
by liquor, nor have I ever h^ard it hinted at; 
[ was prcM-nf one evening when Mrs. F. bad 
sprained her anele ; she did not sprain it in 
my presence ; I saw her that ilay in Iker draw- 
ing room, in Twenty-second street ; I was 
there when she came in limping; that was 
so.ne ei;«ht or ten months before 1 slept there ; 
I returned from the West the latter part of 
October and November, 1847, ami hail been 
a year away; I went to England on the 21st 
of July, 1840, and returned in November of 
the same }ear ; I stopped in the city a fort- 
night then, during vkhich time I became ac- 
quainte<l with ^Irs. Forrest, but not with Mr. 
F. ; I went to Western Pennsylvania, where I 
remained until the latter part of 1847 ; I re- 
mained in the eity then until August; 1848; 
when I saw her ancle sprained, was not long 
after my return in '47 ; the time I slept there 
was in the summer of M 8, after F. returned 
from his fart- well tour South ; the time I saw 
her ancle sprained was beibie I became ac- 
([Uiinted with F. ; think he was in Ho^ton at 
ttietime; I breakfasted in the house on the 
niorning aft»*r the evening when I had hlent 
tuere ; I walke<l out before breakfa-t; was m 
the habit of doing so, sometimes for four and 
five miles ; I was in the habit of taking break- 
fa>t from an hour to an hour and a half earlier 
than the habit at Mrs. F.'s house; 1 went out 
like any other man, by the front door; in fact 
1 never went in or out of F.'s in any othci 
manner. 

C>. Did anything occur the evening that 
} ou were there about making up the bed ? 

A. Nothing whatever ; I took a candle and 
went up to my room ; no one wont with me ; 
Mrs. F. told me what room to take ; have no 
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recollection how I slept, only tLat I occupied 
the room alluded to, and slept tliere ; I went 
two or three times in a carriage to the house 
of Air. F. ; once I wunt down to Burton's 
theatre with Mr. and Mrs. Voorhies and Mrs. 
Forrest ; another tinve I drove out Mr.«. F. 
and Mrs. Underwood ; ]Mr8. F. got out at Miss 
Lynch's ; she went to a ])arty there ; I did 
not go; once ^Irs. F. went round to Mrs. 
Voorhies and took her to Godwin's ; I went 
with thi'ni to Godwin's; I kiiow Capt. Wm. 
A. Howard ; 1 think his faui'ly resides near 
Iioston: hi; ^va^ i:itimate wifli my brother in 
Pittsbinv, :ind he inrrodiicod if jo to him. 

(i. Did you at any time ci;ine in contact 
wlrh Aimv l)i iiipst'} V 

A. 1 liel[hMl Ikt o(I* lo New Orleans; I 
first saw her in March or April, 181G; that 
was while Mr^. F. was ab.si?iiL fVom thy coun- 
try. 

Q. When did you iirst see her? 

A. At her uio'.i.crs liousvi ; I tliink it was in 
West Washiiititon strc'.'t : rhe ai'.e«jt:d th;it 
Capt. Howard wpsthe tatherof h'.T child, and 
that she was about to [ivx oiit I'ji arrest for 
him, cxpeotin;^ his >:.rnval at the A^tor; I be- 
jieve he usua-iy jmt up there ; I went to the 
Coni*i'i*'soners, i.ud a^ked if a complaint had 
been lodged ; I ]):iil two or thnjc inlerviewj; 
'with Ann, and tried to settle it with her lor 
Capt. Howard : Jrhe v;ould not settle it wit h- 
ont at least S2uO or Sl^OO ; do not know the 
exact i^um; that was her demand; Iwastold 
by Alargaret Sinclair — 

O'Conor — Leave that out for the present. 

Witness — There was a girl named Cathe- 
rine in ]Mr. F.'a house, and I brought her to- 
gether with Ann ir.ro the drawing room. 

Q. What passed then ? 

A. Catht-rine (JisLinctly charged Ann with 
having been in the habit ot* sleeping witi; a 
boy in the house whom I never Sdw ; Ann at- 
tempted to deny it — 

•ladge — 'IVU us what she said. 

Witness — Catherine turned upon Ann and 
said, '* You ou;iht to be ashamed of yourself' 
to deny it ; 1 fbun<i you in IJarney's bed th.it 
morning." (Laughter.) She also said, " You 
know that Capt. Howard is not the father of 
the chihl, and you ought to be ashamed for 
saying so ;" Ann m ide no rvply to that ; Ann 
then 9[iontaneous]y told me that she could 
have a free passacju to New Orieans ; I had 
lieforc told her that she must be aware that she 
could not get an} thing by law with such evi- 
dence against her ; I talked very ])lainly to 
her, and said she could not impose on me as 
Howanl's agent: ; 1 told her very strongly that 
she could not impose upon me, she might im- 
pose on somebody else ; she said sho only 
needed som« little nioricy tt> pay niM-e«<ir} 
expenses, among which was a doittor's bill, 
and the also ^isbcd that something should be 
given for the support of her child for six or 



Kcven months, until her sister should bring 
her child to her in New Orleans; she said $7 
a month was necessary ; I told her that if she 
would give a solemn declaration that Captain 
Howard was not the father of her child, and 
never charge it to him, I would agree to give 
her tliC money for six months ; the extra sum 
of money she wanted was 825 ; she gave the 
declaration ; I paid her the money, and $2 
more to pay some little extra bills which she 
wanted to pay ; the pa])er I gave to Captain 
Howard in this city. I understood he left the 
oo'.uary ; he never lived in New Yui\z to my 
knowledge ; I gave him tlie paper at my 
boarding house. No. GS liroadway ; ^Irs. Flow- 
ers went olF the time I slated ; 1 went on 
board the vessel with hir to make sure she 
wa-5 going ; Capt. Howard reiundcd the S25 to 
m^, an- 1 ixpres^cd his .'•ati.^friction at what 1 
had done ; 1 paid the n-.;rsr, :vlr^. Butler, $17, 
as I read fj'om her t«vl:mony ; I nsade an ef- 
fort to take the child from her, and put it with 
soji'ie't.ody else; v.hen Ann ■'vcj.t av/ay the iir- 
rangi-ment with her, and I think with the 
grandmother of the cliild ■\\;i-, tha^ tho. ehild, 
alter a few wctks, sl-.ou'.r: jro to the; i^randmo- 
ther: the $7 a monlh were to [/<•. leiit to jVfrs. 
Dempsey ; all the money was to be sent by 
Howard ; Ann told me that she told Mr;'. DixU 
ler to give up the child when her mother de- 
Uiur.dtd it ; about a month after, Mrs. Demp- 
sey co:n[;laiiiedof not having received the mo- 
ney, and he assured her that he had sent S7 
to Mis. D. in a letter ; on my return I inquir- 
ed for but could not find the letter ; in the 
meantime Mrs. 15. refused to give up the cliild 
wir.l«out orders from Ann herself; 1 went to 
IMrs. Butler and demanded the child, oilering 
to pay what was due ; she said she would keep 
the ch.Ild until she got a direct order from 
Ami ; I said that if she was derermined to 
kee|» ic bh(; would not be j)aid ; abou*: the 
middle of July i-ome one cime to me. — ^Irs. 
Buder or Mrs. Denips-cy, and said that Mrs, 
Builer waiited to give up the child and 
get j)aid for what wr.s due; T went 
i!u;re on:-, day in a carriage; 1 went to 
Mrrf. Deuipsey's houfcc, took her lo Mi-5. But- 
ler's, pai«l her the mojsey due ; she dressed the 
ehlld, but after I had paid the money she 
>howed a determination still to keep the ehild; 
s-he said she had no right to give it up without 
an order from Ann ; that was after 1 had paid 
the money; hearing this detenninaiicn, I 
snatched the ehild from her and pas^sed it to 
Mis. Dempsey, who took it &way ; no one was 
in the earriiijre with me : Howard was not in 
town ; Mrs. J)einp.-ey went home on foot j 
never heanl of the child after ; paid the mo- 
ney on Howard's account : the transaction was 
a s'mpl'.t niM«>a«:ee to n.t» ; (Uu;^hu'r:) have 
heard ;.hc child was not living. 

I first knew Mrs. F. in November, 18 Hi; 
that was in her house in Twenty- second ttt^^V-, 
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on my rolum from E!i;:laud, 1 w;w in town 
abotU a fortnight, ami iKllcd perhaps three 
times at the house ; onee I saw Mrs. Voorhie.s 
aloncj, and aftcrwanl.s called twice, and saw 
them both ; 1 called in the evening ; Mr. V. 
was then in Boston; no one was present that 
1 know of when I called Init M:-s. Voorhies ; 
Mr. Voorhics wa? present at my other calls ; 
have visited the house prior td that time, he- 
fore 1 knew Mr. and Mrs. V. ; I visited Mar- 
warfjt Sinclair — she ks-pt the house durinjr 
tlioir absence ; it wn> Jrintiiry, 1.^10, when I 
visited the house prr'ty iViijUently; my sI^tc^ 
stayed there sometime, and during that period 
I spent evt-ry evciiin-j in the liouse ; al'cer slv:* 
left I courinned c lUiu';. ^^.>m"times threi- or- 
four lluies a week, ;.ml srmictimes once a lort- 
night -on an avirap<' tv.'o or three times a 
week; :heic were no ^'nth-men li\iij«rat the 
house at the. tirjie ; ?»li'. K. did noi know mv 
sister; do not know thjt he ever knew l:er: 
she IvSt rowu for the West in March or April, 
*.81G, sind mrirricd there; s;.;- hiis not been 
here sin.-c thon: --iiruetim. s tih-re were a lew 
people. ChcWa full;.-, in lie- ilinin;,-rooin, ))ut 
no lar-ie. pavty ; only veeolhvt b«'innr there 
twice, on ?in:h an n e »-' ?n ; did not ree Mr. F. 
in Novemlicr, IHiU : I becnm-.> af.qnaii.ted 
with Ml. F. aboiit: (.'hn.-tmas, 1817; did not 
say that 1 bcca-ne ;^«fj'ninted with him at 
Chrlstniis, 184(> — if 1 did so, T was wionir; 
may have licon a^ th^^ iion-c six or ei^iijfc times 
aftv'r r.iy ;vlui'n IxCn-e I knew Mr. F. ; saw 
CJodiviii lhr:e tU--!-.^ iiiii --i, and AVykoiV anil 
iSicvvjis, bor>fC I ki-.ew ^Ir. F. ; there i.ever 
•A'd'" :. V. rriitv '\i''J ii:!:<^ t ) fix uiv niivid noon; 
did » ;.»: tii< m ^iOC <.':>..'. Howard Mure : >:\v^ hini 
lhcr,i o:\i-e <»!i n:;0''.rr r. Mvision, in Mm eh, I 
think; Iil*!';}'.' 'h.^ .\»-'i J)o!\ir.--y aiVhir rook 
plac:- ; 'litl i.ot i-x'e (';.?.r.i'r till lu-xt Y*:ar, I 
think; on 'h'l o'lViri.-!!:;? o:' tV.e rray l.vMuir 
brop.;;iit :r» by CV.Ur.rr (L-re hxd been no 
{>arty that e.cning ;tt i^lrs. F.'^ ; w« did not. 
conjc. t.'ie.re ti>geUier ; [ w.ip there three or four 
I'loarj:, 1 think : my i:\:pre.?>ion is 1 f..und Ike 
othii" p;entleniea there; I v/ent lo liiC library 
Vfhc.u I came, r.nd rcm-.ir.ed there; do rot 
recollect v.-ho enrrici* up tiic tray, Cibrcift or 
Mr^. Vocrhirs: Mry. K. niM.'le n. rein irk rather 
disapproving of the i:fii.y r.iifth of h'r M.-iter; 
3k[r>'. F. proposed tlrii the drink shouhl be i:ot ; 
she dill so roon b.'fi-!-» we went out : that w.it; 
afti'T t-vvlve and b^f.^ie, one oMovk ; cro'iioi 
state the time nerircr; invc .• dlstmt rvcollec- 
tion of it being afi. r midj.inJM : i^a* could 
not hear Mrs. Vonrhio.-. »r.d (^apt. Calcrrti'i in 
the c.ellur; heard ih;".ii in th(^ ?(»oin below 
talking and licghirg ; as they eauje up stairs 
they liu'jhed louder : Mr. F. w;i'^ then in l>al- 
timovc, J think; I tl.i!ik M -s F. propo.-ed a 
cigar; 1 tUi:.k we ::!! .-liioked, cMM'pt perliap? 
ityself; I think [ lit one ; the ladies smoked, 

tbo. 
I think we all took a glass of wiue, and 



drank a ^ooA voyage to Mr. Fortcscae ,* it wig 
sherry, I think; when the julips wero hroaght 
that odicr time, Mr. F., Oxley and myself were 
present ; Mr9. F. did not drink ; think I should 
have oK-'Orved her drink if she had, as I ob- 
served her smoking ; saw her once drink a 
glass of porter, but never any whiskey punch; 
nothing but cigarrcttas were smoked ; I believe 
they were made of tobacco, covered with pa- 
per; Mr?. Underwood rubbed the foot of Mra 
F. when slu* had spraii.ed her ancle ; T went 
ijito the other room at the time ; it was early 
in the evening; it was just dusk, in the month 
of Novend»er, 184 7 ; 1 was there alone; Mrs. 
Uiiderwood a.>ked me to step out; Mrs. F. 
Hsked me not to leave the hon^c : I afterwards 
went back into the room ; she was seated on a 
.*o^i; her foot was not on it; 1 remained half 
an hour after the lotion wa^? apjdied ; do not 
leniember Mrs. F. saying to Mi*h. Underwood 
tli.it shi'. Uii'lit {iO to bed ; the night I remained 
at the. hou?e f retired to bed about 11 o'clock; 
do rot think any one but Mrs. F. was there*, 
1 j'cinic ah.'/ut ei-;h: or nine o'clock in tho even- 
in;:; it did j;ot storm when I arrived, but it 
conun-Mieed nining while I was there ; I wait- 
ed with the idea that it was a bummer etonn, 
;ind would pass over ; about eleven o'clock I 
determiner] in remain ; do not think any of the 
i-civants were up at the time: when 1 Under- 
ilertcok to M-lih: that matter for Captain How- 
ard, 1 made some intpiiries about hiud, and was 
tolti by Mr. (Jodwin and Margaret Sinclair, 
lisat he an! Oodv/in and Piacide had stopped 
at Mr. F.*s house one night ; I mentioned this 
to Mrs. F. whcTi T spoke about remaining that 
Tiiiilit ; no one lighted me to bed ; J bade Mrs. 
F. g.:<» !-ni.:lil in the drawing-roo.-n ; have no 
ivL'olIevtion cf the c-.jiidition of the bed I slept 
in ; recf;Me''t of Init one occa.*<ion Faying to 
Mr.-:. F. or Mrs. Voorhics anything aboui the 
li:i ])itlico.it ; am rot in the habit of repeating 
a ioke in the s.tme house ; I have htard that 
remark repeatr-d by Mrs. F. or P.Ir.><. Voorhies 
subsequently ; 1 think I h(-.aitl it alluded to 
tvvoor^thrce times : cannot say when ; ic was in 
the summer of 18-18 wlien I made the remaik; 
do not n-collcct of there l)eing any clothes 
! from the wash in the room whero I slept ; I 
thi/ik 1 weiit out next morning before break- 
fMr-t : T think I walked up Tenth Avenue ; was 
'ioiie an hour, I think; 1 let myself out; some 
v>>ie of the j:ervants let me in; am very confi- 
(]..i;i tlmt I did not see Mis. F. before 1 went 
out ; do not know if 1 reeollect this transac^tioa 
better now than when I made an affidavit of 
the matter; I think I do. 

Q. When did you first hear of (he separation 
of Mr. anil Mrj^. Forrest? 

A. Uy reading it in the papers out west; 
had no correspondence ; think I spoke to Mrs. 
Forrest about the child very soon after I got 
acquainted with her ; don't recollect more than 
once ; I have not spoken to l^Ir. Forrest about 
it ; understand he 
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Objected to. 

I went down to see the captain of the ship, 
' bat not to see Ann off; it was to see if her 
. story was true, and if she wus really going ; 
took froMi her possession eight letters of Mar- 
^ garet Sinclair's ; she brought them to me on 
board the ship ; did not see thom in her trunk ; 
she said she would get them, and brought them 
to me ; the captain was present ; the vessel lay 
at the foot of Tine street ; I can only say, this 
~ was in the cabin ; it was a small vessel ; have foi^ 
1 gotten the name of it, and the captain; my object 
7 was not to get those letter:?, but it was a part of 
my object ; Miss Sinclair told mc of the letters, 
and it was at my su jgt^stion that I frot them back, 
and I handed them over to Miss Sinclair { it was 
at the time of the settlement that I demanded 
the letters ; told her she must give up the le.ttor£> ; 
she was willing to give them up, but when she 
saw I wanted them she seemed unwilling to 
let me have them ; paid her the money in her 
mother's house, a day or two before she sailed ; 
I trusted she would give me the lottei-s, as she 
said she would, when I paid her the mouey ; 
went to the ship with hi.r onec, and once only, 
but I took leave of her wljcn I got the letters ; 
gave her S2 afior the ^25, making jS'27 ; and no 
other money ; promised her no other money ex- 
cept the $7 business ; must have looked at the 
addref-s of the letters, and my general n^eollec- 
tion is that it was some place in Coni.eciicut ; 
■ I can't fay if the addro:>s wus ^Irs. IClmendoif, 
or Ann Dem paey ; can't say at all. 

Q. What is the character of Ann Demp- 
seyV 

A. Bad; I would not believe her under 
oath. 

To Van Buron — 1 mo.an ber reputation. 
for veracity a^ given by her ruotlu r ; hcird 
that Catherine spoke about it ; lnwi.', heard 
Cape, flo wur.l deny the paterniiy ofiiii- child ; 
have heard various peoj^le f»peak r/jf-ii:u.t. l.er ; 
Mrs. Oodwid, J)r. (iray, Dr. W.jriier; ihev 
only spoke fi om hears:!}' ; don't ri,'.;oIl<'(r, aiiv 
one else who knew her excei>t -Mr^. ]''orre;'i 
and Mrs. Voorhie?; others that didn't know 
her; God'-vin spoke about her a long time ago, 
at the time of the iloAvard settleuie't ; have 
heard Mrs. Godwin say she nt'vcr 11:: ed the 
^rl's looks; ihat was the time 1 helped Ann to 
New Orleans, the Godwins and the Dviwevs 
all knew of it before I did. 

John Dickinson, called by Mr. O'Connor — 
I live in New (/an.ian. Con., am a shoenr-iker, 
with a wife and family ; have lived there ai-v- 
enteen years ; came from there this day ; my 
wife is unable to attend court, from a bri'keii 
knee, which happened to her last July. [Book 
shown to witness.] That is my signature, and 
the othor Ann Dempsey's ; doti't remember see- 
ing her sign, but she came into my service 
after that; it was in March she came to me, 
and left in No?ember or December of the 
same year. 



Q. Did you become aequainted with her 
character ? 

A. I did. 

Q. What was her character ? 

A. It was anything but commendable for 
truth and veracity ; I would not place a straw's 
value upon her word ; [ would not believe her 
oath as a witness in a court of justice. 

Adjourned. 

Thursday, Jan. 8. 

Q. Slate any act or conduct of Ann, while 
in your service, showing her chastity or a 
want of it. 

A. ]My own personal knowledge, what I 
saw myself, was her coming out of her bed- 
room undressed without b.ing called for ; I 
was present when she thus came out ; it was 
early in the morning when she knew 1 usually 
lit the lire. 

Jud'jre — What had she O'i ? 
Witness — Nothing but her chemise. 
(LauQhter.) 

Witniiss. — She came out without saying 
anything, and I asked her why she made her 
appf-aranee in th:it manner ibr; I told her to 
go back and dies-s heistdf; it was not fir from 
sunrise ; T have a letter in my overcoat which 
she bro:ightfrom ih<^ I Ionise of Ri'fuge; [let- 
ter produced : ] this is the letter I received as 
a guide, what 1 was to do wiih the girl ; when 
^he came again to our part of the country, 
four y<'ars after, 1 had an extensive oppertu- 
nity of juilging of her cliaracter for truth and 
veracity ; her character then was about the 
same as it was before. 

Mr. B. Coleman, sworn — I am employed at 
the* Astor House ; have referred to my regis- 
ter about Mr. K.\ndAll beiujr at our house in 
1850 ; he came the 27th of Jan., and left on 
ihc 2:'nh ; the 29!li was on a Sunday. 

Cro?s-ex!uiiinetl — lit? may have bi'cn there 
b.fure thfit; Forrest waj th'.;re at; tlio same 
time. 

'J'Jie. evidence was merely to prove that the 
note written bv Mr. S;idi»\viek was written on 
Sund-i}'. 

John Tristram, sworn — I resi«lc at New 
Can?'an, Conn.; bavo resided there IG years; 
am f.»reiv»;n of the t<bo=.; manufactory of Ben- 
edict k I> rati ley; am 'J 9 years old; resided 
there in 1810; bv.'came acquainted with Ann 
DtMiiv'si'v; hnt.w her from the time Mr. Dick- 
irisoii had her, about i) monthi- ; never saw her 
iifriTvvard.^ : hf»;iid of her Inii-g at my house 
atVrwards; that was in July, 1843; became 
ai'fj'iainted with her gem-r.d character for 
truth; her ch*.r.u':er {or tiuih wa.s very bad; I 
uonhi not belioc her on oath in a court of 
ju>ti(;e. 

Cross-examined — I am marricil; was not 
then married ; lived in the Sfcond house below 
Mr. Dif'kinson with my mother; I with my 
twisters lived with ber; Ann did not visit at 
my house, batcamo frec^uentlY «^ «tt«cAa\^^ 
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not know any house wlicre she \isltcd ; think 
she was about bixteen at that time ; she was 
middle-sized ; have not seen iier since ; have 
heard Miss Abigail Seymour speak of her. 

Van Burcn — That is the yonng lady of 70, 
is she not ? 

Witness — That is her, sir *, cannot recolloct 
any one el?e now except my own family. 

Granhy Qilcraft, sworn — [CjI rear; excitement 
in court.] — I rc^i'le in Chaiub'jrs street in tliis 
city; know Mr. Forrest; ljc».'amvt ac(iuaintcd 
with him in autumn, 181.S, at his hou<e in :i'2d 
street; his wife introduced me to him: saw 
him repeatedly at liis house after that; think 
I was introduccl to Mrs. F. about a montli 
before her husband's return ; h-id an invitation 
to go to a pariy at IMrs. F.'s house v{\wn 1 fn\st 
became aci[uainted witii her ; the | arty I 
think was^ivcii in hoiiOi* of j\Irs. Lav(*rt ; her 
father was Col. Walton ; Mr. J'\ was ab.-ci.t. 
from the city; ^Ir. and Mrs. Ciodivin, J.Ir. 
Bryant, and a nuinbor of others were prt:sent; 
am not sure Mr. Bryant wi;s tliiire ; I h.iv.- 
been after that at parlit'S there when Mr. F. 
was not at hou'.ir ; was there at an evening: 
party in the autuniu; do not recollect who 
was there; think Mi*s. Willis w::s ]»re:3v'iit, and 
Mr. and Mrs. CJodwin; ?,Ir. Fortes.Mie wds 
there also; was there with him on two occa- 
sions; think Fortcs^.•ue came wiiii nic ; tliink 
Miss Lynch was tlicre, and came with us ; 
believe the party broke up about one o*<:lo<-l:, 
or later; believe wo took Mi^s i-vin'h Jiway 
with us, as we brought her, in our cariia^e : 
we went about the time of the breaking up of 
the party ; there certairdy was not any impro- 
priety coinniitted during that eveninji; illllcr- 
ent from what gem^ rally takes place i.i <:ood 
company ; Fortescue is the second or third 
son of the Earl of Fortescue, and is a membi:'r 
of Parliament for the borough of Barnstable ; 
was once in company with Fortescue since 
that party, a few days afcer wards ; Mrs. F., 
Mrs. Voorhies, Mr. llaymond, Fortescue, and 
myself, were there ; we called in the evening; 
we remained till about 12 o'clock ; we certain- 
ly did not leave later than 1 o'clock ; Fortes- 
cue had to leave town very early in the morn- 
ing; I know lliymond ; did not know him 
before then ; we came away together ; we did 
not return that night to ^Mrs. F.'s house ; For- 
tescue i*esides in London ; we passed the even- 
ing in conversaiion. 

Q. At any time during the evening was 
there wine brought in ? 

A. Yes, sir; just as we were going away; 
"we had no wine until that time ; 1 believe 1 
only took one glass, but may have taken two ; 
just as we were rising to depart Mrs. F. asked 
if we wanted a glass of wine previous to go- 
ing our long walk — if we did, we had to go in 
the dining-room for it, as she had forgotten to 
order the servants to bring in the tray ; she 
•^ded) ** unless Margaret will go down and 



fetch it" She acquiesced to do so, and I said, 
'* Will you permit me to assist >ou in bringing 
it up V" I accompanied Mrs. Voorhies to tlie 
dining-room, and assisted her in bringing up 
the wine and water. 

Q. Who carried the tray ? 
A. I believe I had that honor (laughter;) 
we took it to the library when the other pe^ 
sons were in the act of going away ; Mrs. V. 
and I (lid not uo lower than the dining-room, 
which is on the entrance ; I think I even wait- 
ed outMcle w!iil>t bhii wont in for the wine; on 
coiriinij: up st;iirs we were n.utually laughing 
at our edict'."* in canying up the things; I be- 
liv.'vc Mri*. F. hai«i !:onic(hing in a reproving 
way ab«uit our lauuhing and making too much 
noise; I had not d:anli a drop previous to 
that; Mrs. Vcoi hies had not certainly drank 
anything, to judge from her appearance;! 
was not at any jKut of the evening afV'ected by 
li(pior; 1 went a'vay almost immediately a/^er 
taking the wine ; Fortest-ue left the next mcrn- 
ing tit yvviMi ; I ^ay mo?t distinctly that there 
was no deviation tliat evening from the gen- 
eral rules of good society : Fortescue also be- 
h:iv:>d himself correctly ; 1 have dined at 
Mrs. F.'& on one occa-ion during the absence 
of F. 

il. Tell me distinctly the circamstances of 
that ovciij^ion. 

A. It wa^ in the autumn of 1848, that hav- 
ing paid a morning visit to ]Mrs. F., and the 
dinner bt-ll rin;iing as I was about to go, I said, 
*' If I was in England, ^Irs F., I should pre- 
sume upon an aec[uaintance of twelve years 
standing to ask niytclf to dinner, lor I have to 
be up town again at seven o'clock, and it 
would tave me a great deal of trouble." Mrs. 
F. then said, " You may, if it is any conven- 
ience to you, provided Margaret returns, bul 
you must expect no dinner, for we are quite 
alone ;" by " no dinner," I suppose she meant 
no preparation ; there was plenty to eat for 
maiiy more ; Mrs. V. did come in, and I was 
allowed to remain, and I believe I asked per- 
mission to carve, and did so ; a younger atster 
of Mrs. F. was also present, and I think iStn, 
Voorhies' child and nurse; I certainly left 
before 7 o'clock, but do not know how long 
before ; I did not return the same evening ; I 
was not in any way aflected by liquor during 
the dinner, nor were the ladies, certainly not; 
1 think that after dinner we drew around the 
fire, and chatted for a short time ; Mrs. Voor- 
hies was almost constantly in the room ; ebe 
may have gone out for a moment or two; I 
think Virginia left with the nurse and child. 

Q. During that dinner or at any other time 
were you ever lying or half-lying on Mra. F, 
or she on you ? 

A. No, distinctly not 

Q. Ilad she her arm on your person or yoB 
yours on her ? 
A. No, sir ; never was in a locked room witt 
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\efa it wis done outside unintention- 
vcr took any liberties with her person, 
oally not ; she never made any amor- 
iroai-hes to me; never knew of any 
t of hers to any male person ; never 
in the slightest degree disguised by 




nettledanduid/'Tbat iBmjaStur;" did not 
say whether I ba^d an intention of going to 
Ennland or not. 

Cjoss-esamined. I resided Ho. 'J and II 
Warren street, nhcn 1 first came here; re- 
mained tht V. over two years ; I waa wrong, I 
resided there until Blay last { from there I 
went to live at the College Hotel, Murray 
street; only went there temporarily unlit I 
could obtain suitable ludginga; bave no rela- 
tions here ; was introduoed to Mrs. Forrest in 
this country by Mr. and Mrs. Willis; a Miss 
Lynch and niyself went to a party there in 
Twenty-second street; believe I was taken 
there nt my own request. 

t;. Are you manied ? 

Witness. I would ask the Court if it ii 
neeessary to refer to circumstances of a very 
painful nilure to int-, mliich occurred twenty 



ess stated that the visit with Mr. For- 
was not a premecliiatcd one ; he liad 
tot there lo t!i»iik iier for allowing him 
FortescLie to tee Fi'nthill. 
ess — Ilare visited Fontbill myself more 
ce; Lave been taken there once by F. 
tany nilh Mi's. F. and Mr. l.nvert; I 
-aklkkted by iiniiLition at F.'s house on 
rning of our going ; Mr. and Mrs. F. 
; occasionally called on Sundayswben 
home ; it wai ihe only daj bo received 
; always met Uim in liis library ; there 
was wine and water for jicoplu lo help 
vcs to if th«y chose ; was inlroduued 

F. by her fiitber, Mj, Sinclair, in Liv- 

bhe was then unmarried; I was in 
nd a<n no^, agent lo the British gov- 

packet.", resident in New York ; ar- 
ere late in the Fall of IS47, and the 
clion took plnce in summer, 1S4S; I 
he Briti-li army for ten years ; was not 

iio'»le<lf;iS nt any time in F.'s library 
ime wilh Mrn. P. or any one che when 
ir was locked ; never jiassed a whole 
:ro; the earliest hour 1 waa there was 

nine o'cWk, when I breakfusteil with 
er was there on any other occasion hc- 
a o'uloek ; never was riresent at any 
'Stact in ihat hoose; I have been ad- 

by F. in the street unee this litigation 
iced; it was in Sept, 1S50. 
talo the circnnisCanccs. 
; 'araa a pa>.'kct morning, and I was 
> the poit office when 1 saw F. looking 
at me; I ^.topped to gix'C him n chance 
k with IOC ; he came up behind me, 
very excited, and asked nie if I wks 
I England; I asked in return, " Pray, 
■rrest do you address me?" I also 
'' If yon do so in a more courteous tone 
be hnppy to give you any information 
" he continued in the same abmpt 
le amount of which wa^, that he ad- 
w to go to England; I felt a little 
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Van Duron inasted on an answer. 

Witness. I was married in thp year 1S23. 
I am not living with my wife, nor haie I been 
since ISM ; have no means of knowing; if she 
is alive; for many, many j-eara, I have not 
heard from her ; she has not been in thb 
country that I know of; do not know if Mr. 
Sinclair is acquiuntcd with her; I have no 
children; it was a ckndcs'.inc marriage, and 
wo never avowed it ; we never potitively 
lived together; shq continued her maiden 
name ; 1 have not seen her in twenty years ; 
she was in London then ; I did not lu^ive her. 

Q. Wliat wds tha oui.-aMon of her leaving 
you ? 

Witness — She eloped with another person ; 
do not know where from ; I was with my regi- 
ment at tbu time ; had seen her a month or 
two before she eloped; my regiment was at 
Portsmouth; th.-it is scvt:nty miles from Lon- 
don ; I desired to keep my marriage secret on 
account of my family; do not know her rea- 
son fur desiring the same ; all the world mtdbt 
know of these facts, and so might Sirs. F,,?or 
I got my divorce by an open trial, but I do 
not think she knows; she never aeked me if 
I was married or tingle ; I had an action for 
damages and a limited divorce, and there was 
also proceedings in the' House of Lords, but 
were qnashed by the dissolution of Parliv 
ment, for an at^lutc divorce ; I think that 
was in 1830; 1 am quite eure Mr. Rajmcnd 
was with Die and Fortescue at Mrs. F.'s that 
evening ; I think we found them there ; we 
may have sn'.okcd there : it is my impression 
that Mrs. F. had a cigarette, but did not 
smoke continuously; I have sent her a small 
box of paper cigars when they were first in- 
troduced here as a curioiity ; when we went 
out to Fonthilt we touk out a small podcot 
fiask -with ur, I think, with a litlle brandy ; got 
it ut a restaurant in Broadway, named Sher- 
wood & Ciark ; Mrs. F. somelimea received 
me in the drawing roi 
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I think the first visit I madu her she was 
alone; there never was any rcfre.«h(nent8 
given me in the morning, except New Year's 
day; the day I dined there I called in the 
afternoon ; wedlnod near five oVlot*k, I think ; 
I am not acensfotned to drink in the mornin<;. 
still less in laiHes' rompaYjy ; I therefore 
think I had not drank there before dinner ; 1 j 
sat in the library bi*. lore dinner; MImi Virginia 
and Mrs. F. were there with aie, and 8ervant^ 
were going in and out ; did not then know 
Mr. F., I tbink ; think lie was absvnton a pro- 
fessional tour; do lior think he knew For- 
tescuc; I think the nurpe and child dinod 
with us ; it was n(»t ilaik wh»»n we f»ot through 
dinner ; there wiis <% S'tron;^ (ire in tht* room ; 
cannot recolles.'t if the gas was lit, but .-hould 
judge it wa?; he?.rd of a boy namvd Garvin 
living in Mrs. K.'shousi- tlivn ; he was aiton*!- 
ing table^ and was in and out alter dinner ; 
Mrs. Voorhics rem lined in the room almo&t 
the whole ev-?r:ing ; do not think (larvin came 
in whilst she was out ; recollect norhing of an 
order to Robert to light the gris, or hii coming 
to thvi door to do it; I think 1 had lefr mv li:il 
in the library, and 1 went to ttrtrh it ; no one 
went with mc to mv recollection : do nor 
know if !Mrb'. F. went up wirh li.e; do not 
think I am bound to answer wliere I called ; 
it was a call — a visit ; it was in the v-pptT 
part of the city. 

Q. What is his name ? 
Wlness--1 (leclirie to ans'ver, unless the 
Court tells me rhat I nm.-^t ; J had an enga;^c- 
ment at 7 (>*.;';o.*iL, vhicli rook me a»vay. 
C<^urt — Wiiv ilo \oa refuse to answer? 
AVitiu*s:5 — It was a private r-ilTair of mi:r.', 
and 1 do not think all mv visits oui^ht to be 
promulgated in a court oi'justi. e. 

The ('ourt toM him lie uad a ri/Jit to rcfu?e 
if it Wfuv on the groniitl that the aiihwer would 
• disgrace hi:n or render him liable to a pros;'- 
cution. 

The witness still de.i.-lir.ed, but the Ci..Ui-t. 
ordered him to answer in regard to the [>.t.-o.'i 
he called on. 

A. I really do not recollect ; I had 
out at tbat time. 

Q. Was it a man or woman ? 
A. If was a v/omjni. (Laughter.) 
Q, Wa3 it a woman von knew before ? 
Witness — Must I ans^'er, if the Court 
please V 

Court — Certainly, unless the answer tends 
to disjiraee you. 

Witnesi — Then I decline on that ground. 
Adjourned. 

FuiDAY, Jan. 9. 
By Van Buren — What is the name of the 
person with whom you had the engagement? 

Before the witness answered, the Chief Jus- 
tice explained the rule of law to him again. 
Witness— As I before stated, I do not know 

*h«> ianr»<» • T rac in p<iinnr >f flif ^/^nrgl^ nf t-Jie 
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cross-examination, in your alluding to Um 
most painful circumstance in my life, and Alt 
twenty years ago, that I said more thaa I 
iht>>nded ; I have no distinct recollection. 

Q. Do you know Mrs. Robinson, of Witt 
street V 

A. I decline answering. 
The Chief Justice paid he did not knov 
there was any tiarm in the witness knowing 
IMrs. llobiuson. 

Witneti^— I do not know where she residei 
now ; bhe did live at 21 Watt street; she wai 
on th'.'. stage ; I should call her an " ex-act- 
ress ; " I don*t frequently visit her ; I have not 
seen her for many months. 

Q. For what purpose did you visit her? 
Objex.*ted to by Mr. O'Conor. 
Tiuj Court required Mr. Van Buren to 
statH for what purpose the inquiry was made. 
^Ir. Van Buren said, to ascertain the pno- 
ticos of this witness with other women. 

This was objected to by Mr. 0*Conor,aad 
the objection maintained by the Court as irrel- 
evant, and administering to an appetite kt 
s^casidil. 

To Mr. Van Buren — T should say it mt 
not Mrs. Ilobinson ; the engagement was up 
town; you may term it a call, or what yon 
please ; the precise nature of the engagement 
I don't recolltict; only know that I had one, 
on which pica I asked Mrs. Forrest for pe^ 
mis^ion to remain to dinner. 

\Vitne.ss — You attained your purpose in 
confu>ing me yesterday ; your questions about 
eircupjsiauces which transpired long ago, and 
v/hich were very painful to me, tended te 
mukt^ me hasty and confused, and I stated 
that the pitrson'l called upon wa?, or might be, 
:i woman ; having said that, I thought that tbfl 
naruinl constrn tion would bo put upon it| 
that il was something deirradins; to m*», I sidd 
I ♦Jid not recollect the jiame ; did not say the 
n.i;i'.e might degrade me ; I recollect of Fo^ 
t<'s:*iio and Ilavmond being withmeatFo^ 
rcsl's, from the time of our visit there: 1 
iiave spaken to Mr. Raymond about the case 
g.jnerally, but nut on the sul^oct of his having 
bsfu there; I fix the hour of our leaving Mrt 
Forrest's by the time of our coming and beina 
there; we'camo between 8 and 9 o'clock ; 1 
was only once with Mr. Forteseue in tli* 
library, with Mrs. F. and Mrs. Voorhies; on 
the evening of the party in honor to Mrs. 
Lavert, there was a regular supper set out iB 
the drawing-room; there was wine, but n* 
spirits; I read Mr. Raymond's testimony 
in the papers in regard to the time of oat 
leaving ; 1 judge the tray was brought up fro* 
12 to half past 12; 1 did not answer Mr. F. 
when he asked me whether I was goio^ ^ 
England, because I thought it none of Kj 
business; did not an:»wer him after I w 
called upon him to answer in a more conrttv 
nn% »ay : recollect dbttnctly that I said notluol 
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ore than '* that is an affair of miDe ; " made 
m no other answer hearing upon my going 
England [affidavit produced] ; this bears 
Y signature. 

Mr. Van Buren read part of the affidavit, 
lich set forth an answer of the witness to 
r. Forrest, as follows; " I have at present 
\ intention of going to England." 
"Witness — That part has quite escaped my 
collection, and without any intention of mine ; 

cannot be anything but a slip of nremory. 
Mr. Van Buren read another affidavit of 
tness as follows : 

*• I Ijave recently read in the New York 
erald, an affidavit purporting to have been 
''orn to by Mr. Forrest, in winch my name 

introduced, and allog^d acts and conduct 
^buted to me, as having occurred at his 
inse in Twenty sctond street, which allega- 
»S8 are wholly untrue. Mrs. Forrest, to the 
lafc of my knowledge, information, and belief, 

a perfectly modest, chaste, and virtuous 
:>man." 

••The other circumstance before referred to, 
kppened on an occasion when I had been 
ivmg out of town, to Fonthill castle, to show 
e place to an English gentleman, who was 
en travelling through the States, and who, 
mng expressicd himself much pleased with 
1 he had seen there, I ur^ed him, on our re- 
irn into town, (as we, of necessity, had to 
103 so near T went}- -second street,) to call at 
It. Forrest's house, whi-re I would intro.')u( e 
xn; and that he should express to them the 
ieasure he had enjoyed in viewing Fonthiil. 
^e accordinijlv called, and found Mrs. For- 
(St and Mrs. Voorhii-.s at home. As w« were 
30ut to leave, we were asked if we wisled a 
lass of wine and water, ^Irs. Forrest adding, 
jrou will have to go down stoirs for it, unless 
largaret will go and ft- tch it, fiS I for;\ot to tf.ll 
le uervants to j)iC[>aTe iJie tmy Ulbro jL'oing 
» bed.' I said I would i»?;sif!t Mr«<. Voorhies 
L bringing it up, and did so. We lefr said 
3US0 by abour, ha'f ])a>t .'l.n^^^ o'clock that 
rening. During oni' visit that (evening. Mis. 
'orre^t, Mrs. Voorhies, my friend and m\- 
>lf, all remaiiicd in the room tog«?ther, with 
16 exception of when Mi.<. Voorhies and my- 
df left to bring the rcfreshiucnts, which did 
Ot occupy more than a vtry fi^w minuti'S." 

Witness — That must be an omisc-ion of th(; 
Krty who drew the affidavit ; 1 now r<'colIect 
le circumpt;.»nj es of tin* vi-ii. as well «5s I did 
len; the occurrei/ev's aie not now so fre.-h in 
*y reeollcci-ion, but I have a <i<*neral recol- 
iction of them; wc either found lljvmond at 
>e nousc, or he came in shortly after ; lam 
iJe I was not at the house with Mr. Fortes- 
le, when Raymond wan not there , do not 
Bow if Fortescue is a married man ; my own 
^neat it was, which obtained lor me an intro- 
Hction to Mr. Forrest ; I wished it because 
B was a man of eminence in his own country • 



I also thought it due to him in courtesy, that 
I should be presented to him ; did not know 
if Mr. F. was absent or not, when I first asked 
to join the Willis's in going to Twenty-second 
street; I believe I received one or two notes 
from Mrs. Forrest ; they are on perfectly triv- 
ial subjects. 

Van Buren — Have you them ? 

Witness — No ; I think I thiew them away 
as waste paper, with other notes, official and 
otherwise; recollect Robert Garvin bringing 
me a note once; I presume it was mentioned 
to Mr. F. when I became acquainted with 
him, that I had visited his house before that; 
I take it for granted it was ; have not pro- 
cured, or endeavored to procure, any witnesses 
for this case — oh, stop, I will explain — I told 
a woman that — 

Van Buren — Have you endeavored to fur- 
nish testimony against Mr. F. ? 

A. No, I did not volunteer the procurement 
of evidence ; that is the answer, unless you want 
the details, which I had rather not mix my- 
self up with. 

Q. Have you suggested to any one the pro- 
priety of testifying? 

A. No ; she sugp^ested it to mc ; I told her 
she might or m'ght not, acting upon her own 
judgment, inform Iklrs. F.'s counsel of what 
she knew ; I gave no advice whatever beyond 
this ; do not know what the did ; I have no 
counsel employed in this case, either for my- 
self or Mrs. F. ; 1 believe I once sentaboquet 
to Mrs. F. ; I was invited, by role, to Mr. 
Forrest's to breakfast with him; Mr. F. wrote 
the note ; I believe I s<: nt Mrs. F. a second 
box of ('.i;rarettes, wi;ich she ask^ d for, to give 
awav; I believe she acknowledged these little 
<'onii)li«uentary pre^eiits by norn; I sent, on 
New Year's day, a present to IMiss Virginia; 
I think ir was Burns's Works; think 1 did so 
on LiSt New Year's; nev^r KMit her any 
turtle soup (mu-h laii^:hler) ; 1 ludieve 1 sent 
her tome English game on one occasion ; it 
was Scotch grouse ; it was either ])artridge or 
{grouse ; did not. Fend her any wine ; it was, 1 
believe, after the introduction to ilr. F. that 
I s:'nr the grouse. 

CaiiH.rir,c Levins, sworn — 7 reside at No. 
•!G Avenue B.; keep hou»e for ni^'self ; lam 
single and a widow ; 1 know Mr. and Mrs. F., 
I have been in the employ of Mr. F. in 1844, 
and remained whilst they were in Kurojm and 
after they came back ; 1 know Ann Dempaey, 
a domestic in the honse ; she was chamber- 
maid ; I wa.-* hired as cook, and afirr they went 
away I t<x>k charge of the whole house; Bar- 
ney'Mc Cabo was in the house also when Ann 
first came there; he was waiter; he lefti two 
months before the family went to Europe ; Ann 
came there in June before the Christmas that 
F. went to Eurofie with liis wife ; bav*e not 
seen her since the summer they went away 
when she came with Mr. Ua^t&!CsiA. 



(^ Dill you become acqauntai) with Ann's 
genonl character? 

A. Not ftt lirst, but I dii] nhile I knew her. 
I t>ecame n^qoinled with her general oharat- 
t«r for trnlh. 

Q. Was it good or Ivnl ? 

A. It w^ bacl, I would not believe hor un- 
der oath — would not beHQvu anylhing she 

Q. Did you on Huy o^^asion in tliitt house 
sea Ann in any immodusC position ? 
A. Yes, ar, I did. 
Q. l'lc*so to describo what you dill sec ? 




A. I lavi her in bed with the waiter boy, 
( laughins among the audience ; ) I lUf an Itur- 
ney Mi^Cabe ; she was loulted up witii him in 
a room durini; the diiy dme; audit exi-itcd niy 
snipiuions ; 1 then watched bvr and looked iu 
her room M night and found tbcin together. 

Q, Did you Epcak to her ? 

A. Yes, sir, she ordered me out of the 
room, and if I would not nn she would tlrike 
me, and tlamme'l ihedoor in my fat-e; she nat 
on the side of the bed and I stood in the door. 
Next morning fhe came to me crying and be<:- 
ged me not to tell Mrii. P., that ehe would do 
anything for me, and promised I should not 
catch her in the same act again. 

Q. Do you remember an occasion 
year whon Mrs. F. went to i'hiladeljihi.i to 
meet Mr. F. ? 

A. Ye.», bir. 

Q. Was there any appointment or leave 
for you to go out the night of the fir^t day that 
Mrs. F. went away ? 

A. No. sir. 

Q. Did you go out that afternoon or even- 
ing? 

A. Yes, sir, I did, in the afternoon ; I can- 
not exactly say when 1 went away, but 1 was 
home before 9 o'clock; I went to a milliner's 
in 9th Ave, cor. 17ih street, or somewhere 
there ; I was away about 20 or 25 nilouten at 
Ibe furthest ; I was not out a^ain that evening. 

Q. Did Ann go out that day 'f 

A. Yea, cir, she left the house the siime 
time I did; we did not go or return in com- 
pftuy, we got in about the samu lime, she wag 
m a few minutes before me, she told me eo- 

<^ IM any gentlemen call at the botuc 



A. Yes, sir, Ann came down staiit 
ing anri told Mrs. MoClane that C;ipt. I 
wad iip-ttairs and wanted some brand) 
McCliTicand Virginia were in the i 
she asked whri'uthe brandy was, and * 
b<-twe(-n the dining and drawing room 
.\!i:Claue went up together, hut I 
know if she went inlo the parlor an 
came down aaain together; there was son 
Kaid about Capt. Ilowsril wanting m 
WL'tl as brandy ; Ann also s.iid Caiitain I 
ha'l ^ono uul; ihey were ali-ent no 
than U:n niiiiiri-s; 1 did not then tiuipt 
nf auylliinji lEi.tt has turned up sinru; J 
the front door shut; that na* jiist abom 
no ligla had been lit, Capt Ilowaiil DC 
b(4ly else was there after that the same 
when Icamu home larked Aim where] 
wa-sandshe said she had sent him to till 
be wan out ; ho came l>a<.'k, but do not \ 
he was in ttiut evening. 

Q. Is it true that you came home Ii 

A. No sir, 1 never left thi- houM 
dark ; I had no party or frii-iuls in thai 
on the following day; I bad no Iriendl 
my husband via tticA in Floiida ; I'oiui 
wEiethifr the finding of Aun ami Bin 
bed by mo was before or iii'ter Mrs. I 
none torhi!a<lvl|ihia;I think ii occurred 
the aamelimc; Miss Margaret was in thi 
try, and Mr, and Mrs. F. weru also awl 
hoini! ; Ann ^lincrally used to tulk of 
of ill-litmc, and all kinds of smutty dii 
( laughier. ) I iTas in the hou^c not moi 
two weeks with her when she began ibi 
of talk ; I walked away fi'om her on sac 
sions ; the doar of the room when 1 ca»( 
with JS.irney was vhut, bill; cannot te 
was latched '; I got in sni'h contusion, ki 
him to be in there, that I (orget if 1 < 
the door; when I saw Barney he wis 
in bed in his rhirt; she stood by the 
the bed, and kid her hanil on the door 
came against the bed; she had a nigh 
on^; my room was next to Barney's 
l^arret, and hers was opposite ta his ; I 
we came up to bed togi^rher; the froi 
was loi^ked ; B.irney went into his room 
he Kpnt to Ann's room; 1 went ie 
roont and closed and locked iny door ; : 
light with me ; I put the light out ; 
half aa hour afierlputout the light 
started to Ann's room ; I heard Barney 
his door and go out ; I then lit my Iij>b 
L.I wslked to Ann's room ; I did not { 
lick ; did not want to go quick, ind 

tliat they might hear me, and walked 
heavy out on the landing ; 1 thought )itt 

The evening I found Barney in be 
her we went up stairs about D o'clock ; ] 
locked hii door ; judged of it by (be ao 
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ide ; saw Ann go into her room ; sbe lefl: it 
Bn ; I had been half an hoor in my bed-room 
len I beard Barney's dt)or open ; I left my 
)m about ten minutes after I heard him 
,¥ehis; I did not want to go into Ann's 
)m, for I thought it improper, and I felt 
irtified, but as the family was out of the 
use I thought it was my place to try and 
aak her of that habit ; (laughter ;) do not 
ow if he had been at night with her before ; 
9 habit I wanted to break her of was the 
fling and carrying on with him in my pres- 
ce ; I heard him go into her room ; his room 
s next to mine, and hers opposite to his ; he 
d nothing; but his shirt on ; 1 heard Barney's 
or opening, and bis foot across the landing ; 
cnew that he ought to be asleep, and r.o 
ler person would walk about the house but 
n; I had cauivht him in the room the same 
7, and thou<>ht he could not go anywhere 
t to her room ; cannot say that I heard him 
ter her room ; I had undressed before I heard 
n opufi the door ; but I put my clothes on 
lin ; I followed him in ten minutes ; guessed 
the time ; there was no light in her room ; 
m started np to close the door, but J had 
sned it before she could ; she was standing 
on one side of the bed; when the door 
sned it struck against the side of the bed ; 
i was in front of the bed ; I did not ask her 
ihe had been asleep, nor did she tell me ; I 
•de a kind of alarm before I went to the 
>r ; 1 was so alarmed that I did not think 
lether 1 liked her to hear me come or not ; 
taked Barney what brought him the.e, but 
made no answer ; I then walked into my 
om and closed my door ; I left them there ; 
iras afraid of her, as there was no one in the 
<U8e but myself; she spoke so awful wicked 
at I left her in lier room and went to mine ; 
t not know if Barney remained with her ; 
d not hear him return to his room ; I did not 
ttp all night, I was too much afraid of them ; 
saw Barney next morning; down stairs; I 
entioned thi^ to Mrs. F. in October, about 
week af er she returned ; I think it was 
out October; cannot tell how long before 
n. F. went to Knaland I told her; she wt-nt 
Englind about Chiistmas; I had seen Ann 
ked up with Barney in the back bed-room, 
joining ihe bath-room, the same d:iy that I 
jght her in the evening; did not see her go 
the room ; diil not see Barney go in ; I saw 
r come out; did not see him come out; ir 
8 in the forenoon, about eleven o'clock ; I 
I called for him and her about twenty luin- 
8 beibre fiom the landing; I wanted her; 
ailed to her from both landings ; I had tried 
knob of the door before t»he came out, and 
nd it locked ; could not jQnd Barney, and 
nsfore thought he was in the room ; he was 
'he house, and must have been there; that 
ay reoiion for saying ho was in the room 
b her ; think it was more than three days 



after Mrs. F. went to Philadelphia ; Mr. Mc- 
Clane was no acquaintance of mine ; did not 
see Capt Howard that time ; Mrs. F. did not 
give me permission to go out ; I was in the 
bouse before that ; was in the house the night 
after ; did not leave the houise on any occasion ; 
do not know how I was occupied the night be- 
fore ; saw Mrs. Mc Clane and Ann go up and 
come down again for the brandy for Captain 
Howard ; Ann was in the kitchen most part 
of the evening. 

Re-examined. — Q. What did you tell Mrs. 
F. about the Barney affair ? 

A. 1 told Mrs. F. that Ann's conduct was 
not good, and that I did not wish to be in the 
house with her; I told her I caught Barney in 
the bed with her. 

Q. What did Mrs. F. say to that? 

Witness — She said she would have to turn 
her away. 

Re-examined — Never saw Ann Dempser 
afterwards but that once, when she came with 
R.^ymond ; at that time 1 found her sitting in 
the drawing-room, and I asked her what she 
was about ; she said J oujilit not to prevent her 
from doing the best ; I said, " how can you lay 
the child on Capt. Howard, when you know 
very well 1 caught you in bed with Barney ?" 
she told me that if I said so she would have 
my life, or set the house on fire ; I threatened 
to have her arrested if she talked that way to 
mc ; Mr. Raymond walked into the room just 
as I was talking to her. 

Q. How old was Barney ? 

A. 1 7 ; she told me he was older than 
(laughter) he looked ; had only one quarrel 
with her ; she then took up a knife to stick 
me ; the morning after I had caught her in 
bed with Barney she came into my room and 
prayed that I would not tell Mrs. F. ; I order- 
ed her out, and told her not to come near me ; 
she was angry the morning that I and Raymond 
saw her ; we had a few angry words. 

Harriet White sworn — I am the wife of 
I<aac White; reside in Brooklyn; in 1843, 
'44, and '45, 1 re>ided in Korwalk, Conn.; I 
became acquainted there with Ann Dempsevi 
Ann used to live with a Mrs. Russell, a neign- 
bor of mine ; Mrs. R. was from New Orleans, 
and is dead now; Ann took care of a child 
for Mrs. Russell ; the first time I saw Ann, it 
was in July, and the next time in October ; 
she came alone ; I kept no boanling house ; 
Mr. Russell kept a shoe store ; 1 told Ann I 
would take her for a spell as boarder; she 
may have come in St^ptembcr ; she stjiyed 
about three weeks, and ])aid for it ; do not 
kno'v how long she was with Mrs. Russell; she 
rlid no work in my house ; she worked at tailor- 
ing there, or learned it ; ^he was a stranger in 
ihe place l)Oth the times she was then*; wo 
lived in the village; do not recollect hearing 
any one speak Ajrainst her character for truth \ 
heard several oi my neighbors speak a^^ina^ 



her in other respects ; hi^ar<l « Mrs. Brover; 
it wu thft gcnernl talk ; Mr. Brownr's luuther, 
Mn. IIo(l|!e, mid Mm. Vernult, cpoke aUo 
agiiinHt b«r ; t^he came agun in 1819, and re- 
mained tiro nrcekB witb me ; she was conlinci] 
at Unt. Rji)mand's, at Fl^Hbill, where shi' 
went ti> bojnl from my lioiistt ; alia giive tli« 

laune of A<1 vns to me the first tiOic sh^c 

I contiiiueil oitlinjc Iter Ailauu wlieii ithe 
'MpttD. an<l vrlieii the letter uamo she owncil 
tut her ii.iine wu I)i.Tn|)»<:y ; lio 
the letler vt? t'ro.-n ; I Dsed, bufuro tiiM, to eall 
ber Misx AiUm^ 

MiM Hariiet UTiite, a very good look; 
youa;! iprl, t^worn — I am tlie daughter of I 
wilneu ; nh.ili bit 19 years old in March ; I 
know Ann Dumjisey ; have £cen lier three 
tioiei at Kur-.valk ; I uiicd to call her Ann the 
first lime; tailed her the »amB name the tn- 
eond tinu> ; did not hu.ir ol' her whilst she 
lived at Mrri. Kaynuind't; recollect a time when 
riie Wds bourdinjt there, wheo vay mother was 

Q. Dill Ann do anything very remark- 
able? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. S'atcwha:ii.wns. 

A. She locked h'lriiuU'up in a room wi!.h 
two men, and lurimd in« out (genenj hilar- 
ity) ; t told my iniilher nbtiii she returned. 

Orois-pxiuiined — That look |Jaee about 7 
o'uloek ill the evening i tliu men are named 
II>;Dry Il.iiid and Audrenr Itdtisner; do not 
know how old ihey are; they were not mar- 
lied ; they did not visit us; one was a Hta;;e- 
driver, and the odier atteiidiid a stable; 1 
went to iMiil, ntid do not know how long they 
atayed there ; 1 was then ten years ol<l. 

htrnai-d McCabe cslled— 1 shall be 24 in 
February ; I lived at 218 Niutb avenue.inthis 
dty; live with Mr. Hutler; I lived with Mr. 
Forrest at one time ; lived urith him fur three 
years and eifihtor nine months; wascmjiloii'd 
as wniti'T ; 1 usiid to aiieiid the door ; thiiiR I 
left him in lh» lall of 18-lu ; before he andMrii. 
P. went to Knuland ; when 1 left, I 
work in the fciixtli avcnuf, in a nui'blu yard ; 
Catherine Levins anil Ann Deinp^ey wl-i'u in 
the bouie when I left; cannot reuteiuber Low 
tons Ann ?iad Iwen in tlit! rcrviee when Ikll, 
perliacis from 4 to C mouths. 

Q. 'Were yon at any tiiiiu in tite evei 
Ann's bedniont ? 

A. 1 was ill one evenin;i. 

Q. Didanyoneomiein? 

A. Mrs. Lecin unme in. 

Q. Where weie you wiieii she came 

A. 1 was in AniiV bed. (I/iugh-i-r.) 

Q. How niiiyh dri'ashad you on? 

A. Only my nhirr. 

(i. How was Ann dressed ? 

A. She wufl in her ni^bt clothes 

Q. Had you at any linie sexual 



^^m^\ 




A. I bidievp I had onee or twice 
(EoMS of lau..'!irer.) 

O'Conor — Speak up,,ind let us b«ar 

Q. Was it in ibe flnytiuje or at ni- 

lu fipjt had inter- ■ouifd with her ? 

A. Iulhedaylime,Ib>dleve. 

Q. Wh<-n? 

A. In the bed-room near the bath i 

Q. Was it on tlie same day or dilTere 
thjt you were foniil in licrbcd ? 

A. I think it was on the pnivious da; 
Q. Did yeu tolieit her, or did the C 
111 to have intercourse 'i 
A. T ean'i say ; 1 was awake when Mi 



Saturoay Jan. 10. Mr. Charles O 
mill the deiK>9iiii)n taken by comnusa 
John W. Fomey, of I'hiladeiphia, ediUn 
Peunsylvaubn. _ . ' 

" Depositions of witnesses produc^ed, 
and exauiincd, the twenty-second day 
ceiciber, in the year one thousand elgl 
dreil and lilty-onc, in the <-ity of Philad 
in the State of i*uiinsylvania, under a 
vi^lUI^ of 11 i-nminiiision iwued out of the 
rior Quiinof the eily of New York, in th 
of leilets ro^riti)ry in a ciTtain oause t 
ite)H!nd<n;( and nt issue betw^^-n Gather 
Forrest, plainlifr, and Edwin Foi-rfei 

W. Forney, of the ojty of ph 

pliio editor, it^i-d tliirty-i'our years ai: 

wards, tminjr culy und publicly sworn 

' the ilireetioiis hereunto annexe- 

led on the pnrt of the plaiati£ 

d>'po»e and says as l<>llows, to-wit ;— 

" Firat — To the first interrogatory he 



Wn, by oiTiipaticiti an ettiior- I 
_ dt* of PluladplpLlK, »n<l littve Kuata 
t )ix jeurH. 1 am a married Oikh. 
**t>c<riiii — To 'he suMufi iolerrogitorj be 
1 Ho Idqw EJwin Fom'it', nlut U \ij 
■(sioTi A ttaginl'uin, I bavu known him 
fc fifteen yeara. 1 have iivi-M, during all 
ti lime, an tbc most iatitunlQ, conl^^tul, 
& fripmily rplaiions. and nm *(i siiiL 
"■Ililnt— To ihe tliinl iiii«mf(»lory Ih! 
aatlli : I fua diuI hnvK bern, wiUiia and during 
tbulMtinn }'uars,kUilnt-i)ruuCiTi)p0[i«TexiCn- 
■Ivdy Hn;uUttJ hi tlie Sute of IVi.Mvlvaiiis. 
The. BKiii) ol'said paper in the PeiinniflnQnian. 
"Fouitli— Tn tlw (buUh intuntmilory lie 
•ra'th • T linic locikeii al tliB piipeT tiow i-xliib> 

! liKlJeve it i» tho oojiy of a Wter 

■ i'.— a privjite lutw wriHon bv 

KobtrtK. of lli« JlMlmt Timri. I 

!..■ 1. irui- io[jy. Tbt said I/l- 

■ 'ntwlitn I"tr(itu ibo 

w it; it WO) iie»l< cfl' 

■' Id tiiin, J to'ii liiui I 



i aj'i>ro»»l, bu I'vurr 

nt, to liii: butt (rf my 



n ! wr 
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1 bail a tvply to my tucmr 
- I'loni liiiii, eorJially *t':(Hniiu); 
,1 1,1 wl.iufi I had niiidi' to liioi; 
ih.M U'lii'r !• now Inm or nii>ltiid. ThAt iiail 
r I (mth to lay. 

f' .lOHN W. FORNEY. 

- E-.iitiiui ■-tinri iiiki-n, rcdttciul to writii'a, 

I'li-.-Tibcd andiworn to, 

. of Dewrabfr. 1851, 

>M) THOMPSON, 

, i'i,iirtC(fConion>n Picas 

.. afl!.. >^Jy ,u..l n-iiwy uf rhilftdai(»hia." 

r ;0'Ctw>*"Koiv I waiii to rc»d tlie Ulter- 



^EV> I.HTTtta TO li 



PuiLAiiti.viiiA^ Jan. 2S, 18J10. 

^ftfaWr.l ■' 0<lr fri.nd FoiTKiil it no* llMt, 

|_*dnri t'liUiiii III njijily furft ilit-ticce bam hi» 



L 



{iroofg lo bi&iaol', from ;JI bin riiuodi, fbr-v' 
ibnt lime, bu4 It u » ii«veilli^«iiii. 

Tbii fact^ we tbwe: Eij{lle*n maBth* 
\ia, uliilK playing in CiacinMlii bu cnUjibt 
Mrf. F. in ■ very e'juirocBl p^u'ticii ivIUi d 
joun;! man iu bin own pnilnr, not in actosl 
' ID, boL near it Sim pivtnMi?d inoo- 
occantl )i« l^t It piu>4 |iy, U>«tD|i Wtilio 



(lid pioRiuntlly. Tbuy pawvd i>u lu Niiii' l}r 
Icfln*, and "o home- to Sew Yen '^ ' 
ruudicd, and bar-n tli<rri! fnc'r ' 
ocu ttvcointi oa iuf nifu't lAbli', , 
ihA linDdwritinj; ul', ibuuib not " 
yuuiifi man, in whii^ tve wa^ inui'i-u to in 
irrtn* ibA tuiMt aii>orou« atid iTniniauikiibli:. 
The lanoiiagc alluded to hur " wbitaaruu tliat 
w^iQiul ntjout bie occlt i' to the 'blr^aful buim 
tluijr b»d ap«nb tctiulbLT i' and Ilic luttcr bad 
bvL-n k(;pl it* a nwiaciito, Dulil tC vrat quito 
uurti. Upoa eviiltuii'V, «i(b otho mafirma- 
t<wj proolB, be inttud* apfilyinji tti ear Li'sit- 
lilurkT, ((.r a divoreA. But. yi>i) are now & a 
positiou to Kcrvw biM in a nuutnnr As »«Mr wiU 
Jar/jtt. Till! ptirKiu wbn nroln M jlrg. f., 
and in nboeu i:uu>[ULny ^tlc wm detected, ia 
tii-orgu iliuiittson, now pUyiug in N.-w O.-. 
ltm», Tfjoudiu'lluowLiiii, ; 
eililor of u loB'Jinj; pstp^r, i,'»/ ■ 
'lunintancc. M'hat Voettsu'. • 
JiwlL Ibo nai), U tovU.un i, 
adminuan fVnib J;ii. I 
hioi wt a safe, »ii.'.v'. 
and bo iiavM «rii< 
do fur bim io tbi". i<, , , , 

IIo siJ-Bcwula li)«t j.jii ;.,.„.,, i ,«,. 

ruluiion* itllh J., and tl»:ii itidiwu bioi. kilbcr 
ill yuiir (^^«soo<;l; or in i:om|taDy, lu aitmit, ai 
4 Ibins to ba prvuil cii', liia connection witti 
Mr». t'. He i» fond of a filatt, and iW(Bibly_, 
in a convivial mnod, mif^tbcunme coi»iuiiiii- 

"Na bann nill conns to bim; he a f^me 
tuu uiiall fi,r S'diTuiit ; aud any admiMion bo 
uM}r cnaku, nidy bo iinpiiitanl unly u) niduij^ 
aniKJi'ivdinau in j{«ttiagrclievv(lfr<iiiiAiuiw 
fiAiuiLil bi>tid. Can yon roana^ \iu» thing, 
my IHftid 'i* It till riMittif* tkift mid OAnlinn, 
and if ■nn.-cniul, will warmly < 
I'urtmL liii ia ttuarly vraK; 
hsiu^ plat'cd ill Ilia prfKWit , 

willnrwnd ball'be la ■"jilh lu i 

it. Thiiiuattvi' must lie kupi, i-,,,- ..,, 

jLI,do unt namn mc In e-oD ' '' 

K\cuM! ma for trembling yoL 
My ardent attsi^luuuiit tn 
lUHKt bu itjy lUccuM'- Now, 1 
rolieto biui V 

"It would hdp in thu ttinttur, pmUDUy, to 
know that John Gruvnu, (bu atlur. iibw Id 
Nuw Orli!aa«, la ibt' waj-in frienil of ForriMt, 
acid luay hno* Jatuiuon well. 

" Ynu can ii*u jiDur own diicmtJoii in Irt- 
tiejt bioi know tLafjtiiU, and iuiokiOj; bi> aid. 

"Tbi* Ui'vr i« addrKt»d tu yra mdMtw 
kuialcdip of Hr. b'oni»^. -^^h 



tejiard to h. 
I ■;Iur!oii« FotTMt 
'1 yon help to 




■, n«Q(ir of ftt>. 102 8i»- 
tecii";!i >.ii-i".'t. r.liL-'L' Mrs. FiMTwrt i-Miiltnlil 
bnov CbrBtiina UtiilitrwaiKl, fiirm«r]j- Mm, 

wmU lif nsft'ljrfortn bmitb in; (Innntrcinnm- 
pthe rime Oim^ aflrrpd uuin m Oi^lnbirr I, 
19) ; io not kmin liotv tang Infaru Mr»> 
— «it mnvmlia (Ihristiiciii i-auiu iliuro; I 



<t«Tc<lniaaarMtfikiror; I h**p, «!dcc thM rafc 
bnnii oQ TB17 inlxmMe iDrm* tritli ltIn.n^ 

1 knv<* Mr»> r. Io bi) boanjing ia GiM 
Jiiaoi )(rei;t ftftMT lbs t<«|iar&llnu fVom hei h» 
lituil TnhepMtiAil It month *rl[li n* in tlieeirlj 
«iimn»;r; i>li« livi-d niid ilrpi in our Iiam; 
thf, hail n ronm langnc'l in her for a bad' row, 
t wnl^'tii-il it lu brr; U mu ibc third itoj 
fmnl rniun ; I hail ft verv lu(>(i unit wvin 
»ii!kn<M <in<>r Mr«. P. Ml. tb« Ik.um ; I bad II 
ID ihe winier Anil t-prin)! af 1 KSO ; bb« p4tl 
lira i|roat nUabtiba, a»<l ei*mn In tpa me also* 
nrpt; tity, anil oomaiuaall}' ilaj-cd all ni^ 
witEi me ; iha exncuti^tl wvoral erranib wl 
cnmmiwiiaiM fur iu«; I <n>a ill brtwern Bai 
nnil fivu uiimiiIm; t lta<l tint u tiur*e nifiJBi 
«i[li luu :tU ibe tjoip, and waii pnrt «r tttttnU 
atone, eNccfl' ofUnary Jt!r»:iritii ; nlien Mn 
R Mtiucl *ritii mn all niibt. it wa* Id Ba^ 



lilt donr, aad aai(>d in>i ta Mtid mj Lailknia 

Kiia Orifoifll Willk^ »wOTo— I nm tli 
f Mr. N. t'- ^Villlii: wa* nisrriwt ttw I 
[iktobor, ISlSi Mver knew Mr. Ot Mr 
tell beUice njr loarrlago ; tint becaraaiK)- 
Inted witb Mr. Forrain.; bs caltml on N«v 
I (lay, 1IJ4T; hti vlaybd ovn en banp; 
riitii jma uut at bomu; Qi^ little sl«|f- 
icr, MiM ImogHtiG. reoosiMKcd liini ; 1 
& he MMiko at (Uat. liain of Mr. WUlif r 
T WW Ai™. Forroit sbout, four mwk» .ifii 
; bur imIkt, Mm. VoorbiM, camo -with 
iitrxt faw Mr, Forreit in thu nariiie: hn 
wilii Mm, FomistM th« New York H»- 
jtra wo wpre Ii^iop ; Mr. Willis 
D ilien ; the/ nikcd ti« to come ati<l iliiie 
ii tbfRi, rrh\nb wn did; I acjc^i^lod iha( in 
tinn, AOil dinuiJ with them ftcci?rtliTij>tf 
•lamvi WallaiJt, tlit^ amor, w»jt preaeiit , 
"tevisnn Wft» iiW iIiotb, I ibinlc, and Mr 
m i I thiiili iliiru was no l^ulj' preaoni 
it dXtAfAiil Mil- FnrriM)', do noi nsiDom- 
'" " B. Voodiii!;! WM prGicni ; en tlio Ut 

, y, I«48, Mr. t'ornut taiitd a^in ta 

g Qt; nnucaiWr tb« I'urrUBlti unine l^ulhin 
^8; tti(!]r dined wliU lu tbe day of their (^ 
'p^grtJit<l«y Iwtbrn; Mr. Willii »»» at baiue, 
jB w« iiml UKSB Criunda i Mn. Fomnst again 
Ubl 'I* at'tcv bcr ceturu rrrun tb« South : I 
'd vUited bat ; I tonk'teii at Mrs. Porrusl's 
(. LnvtTt; Mr. WitliTt and i^omo other 
— - I- ■■"■ '- " ;>■ Mr. 



from tl.. 

■'Mr.' Willi.- ■-■iinu 1...!".- lii'lwuim II W 
!2 ri'dnnk, and i:;iioe Lata ttif rui>m, a* «a«lu> 
batiit, beTore bo ifmit iqi ttaltv ; I told bin 1 
oai very unwrll, ati<] ntliod liini to mmI Cn 
Mr^' F., ar ijo fat bur ; hi wrote * noM and 
santlt by oar nrvatit, Jolin K«tii; Mt« F. 
pame ; nnc »(aycil with ma nil t>iaht, titji in 
my bod irllh mn, and Imak^led Ibao bui 
taonuag ; tUuk «1it> lurt almgi biu or clan* 

Q. Wo« thfrfis any oeennitw, irtiQu &ln 
Dennon vnu thcrA, wbtto Mn I', tatae to lU} 
up irilh ytM) ? 

A. Tlitn waa otiei I wm surjr 31 the* 
Bir; 1 lii^rd Mr». F.'< »oic« ir> i!>»p Biilry-, tfc* 
came at my own iwiotiii,; did niv! itoe bw it 
^0 roooi dtirtD^ tbtt a1IIh^: I ifainlc tliceMr 
Iwlmsun 8 and 10 oVIudc ; i' waa Ibc agne- 
mCQClnat shu thuiild be Ibure tbatl<Bi();A 
bati Uwi iWfe fliiri.ii! Ilw .Uy, aoJ iba% 
polnunoat ^»« miulii iIird-, Joha Kefll'M 
nc>t Mntnn thw QJ^c^niinn; iL^ wa« MntdwV' 
watc^b md at my u wn rtijueit ; abn nlep* i« III 



(d;»{ 



".>l«,-o.l,-) 



duui'ul' .Mill- l''.! ruu.u, . 
gBoa ? 

A. Whtuaiadiipj(at th« lAn gr lIiGit 
he might lea Imiqiiuia'f doot, br' '' 
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llrs. F. ; I live in that house yet ; Imogene was 
lome the night that Mrs. F. came and slept 
here ; Imogene is Mr. Willis' only child of the 
trst wife ; the ni^ht that Mrs. F. slept there, 
ihe did not breakfast the next morning at our 
lonse ; I was very ill at that time, and wanted 
o have a friend with me ; I and nurse had 
ndte a quarrel about it, and to pacify me Mrs. 
p*. promised to come ; nurse felt afraid for me 
so have any person, for fear I would talk too 
much ; and when Mrs. F. came that night she 
BToald not let her into the room, as she was 
^ nurse, and responsible for me ; I was too 
U to give up the care of myself to any other 
person. 

Q. When had you first any intimation that 
Mr. F. was hostile to your husband or had any 
jealousy of him ? 

A. I think it was in Jan., 1850. 

Q* How did that intimation come to you ? 

A. I received a letter — an anonymous let- 
ter— but there were certain things in it which 
Bade me quite certain whom it came from. 

O' Conor — I will not ask unless the other 
aide choose. 

Q. Did you learn, in any way from your hus- 
band, any thin^ onthat subject the same day ? 

A. Not of him, sir. 

Q. In all your friendly intercoursewith Mrs. 
P. bave )[ou ever seen her in any degree dis- 
guised with liquor ? 

A. Never, sir. 

Q. Did you ever hear any unchaste or im- 
■lodest expression from her ? 

A. No, sir. 



and a Mr. Ibbotson, who had a very fine bass 
voice, also remained ; the whole of that com- 
pany did not remain until morning ; we had 
some supper, and Mr. Yoorhies and Mr. Ib- 
botson left after that ; it would be between 1 
and 2 o'clock then ; I should have gone too, 
but it rained very hard ; Mrs. F. offered to 
send for the carriage, or that we should stay 
all night, and as it was so late, I thought the 
latter part the better ; I know not why Mr. 
Willis sent no carriage, only from wl^t he 
has told me since; no carriage came. 

O'Conor — Well, now, we have one gentle- 
man and three ladies Ief( ; what did you do ? 

A. We did not go to bed ; we stopped all 
night in the drawing-room ; it was only about 
three hours to daybreak, and I wanted to leave 
the first opportunity I bad ; we sang, played on 
the piano, and talked ; it was not very difficult 
to pass the hours ; Mrs. Yoorhies sang most 
beautifully ; she gave music lessons ; that was 
her profession ; I think we left between 6 and 
7 in the morning ; I asl^ed Mrs. Forrest and 
Mrs. Voorhies to go home and breakfast with 
me, and we all went in a carriage ; we all went 
to the house ; Mr. Willis, my husband, took 
breakfast with us, or at least he was present ; 
he may have had his breakfast before. 

Q. During that night was there any devia- 
tion from chastity, or impropriety that you are 
aware of? 

A. None, sir; I know of none, and saw 
none ; R. Willis had just returned from Europe, 
and was staging with us then ; I think he stay- 
ed ten or fourteen days ; then went to Boston, 



of her ? 

A. Most certainly not, sir. 

Q. Did you ever spend one whole night at 
Mn. F.'fl in Twenty-second street ? 

A (Smiling) I did, sir; it. was sometime 
in the autumn of 1848 ; Mr. Forrest was not 
al home ; Mr. Willis was not there. 

Q. I now ask you to narrate the particulars 
* of that evening; go on slowly. 



Q. Did you ever witness any immodest acts« where he stayed about as long, and then return- 



ed and stayed with us till near Christmas — 
about a month ; I knew that he frequently vis- 
ited Mrs. Yoorhies during that time ; he was 
introduced either by Mr. Willis or myself; I 
know that he spent a night in 22d street; he 
never stayed there three nights in succession ; 
know that he was away one nisht, and came 
home for breakfast, when he told me he had 
stayed all night at Mrs. F.'s ; did not ask Mrs. 



A. We were all invited, Mr. Willis, R. F. or Mrs. Yoorhies to come home with me the 



Willis, and myself, to pass the evening at Mrs. 

F.'s house ; we all dined at our own houses, 

and took tea together ; Mr. N. P. Willis had 

an engagement, and did not go, but R. Willis 

and I went ; we got there about 8 or 9 o'clock ; 

' there were about twenty persons, I should 

tiunk ; remember the names of a few only ; 

Mrs. Yoorhies was there, Mr. and Mrs. Grod- 

frin. Dr. Dewey and some of his family, and 

others ; the party, I think, broke up about 1 1 

; o^clock, and I moved to go about the same 

, time, bat did not leave ; we were asked to stay 

^ longer, as Mrs. Yoorhies or Mrs. Forrest wish- 

Pad to bry over some music with R. Willis, of 

|['1fhioh he had several books of original manu- 

v^ aeript music with him ; he had been studying 

I WT**^ composition in Grermany for six years; 

'■^' *^'- own composition; Mr. Yoorhies, 



time I stayed all night, to apologize to my hus- 
band for my absence ; had not the least thought 
of it ; Mr. Willis knew where I bad gone. 

Cross-examined — Before my marriage, my 
home was at New Bedford, Mass. 

To O'Conor — I was frequently in the draw- 
ing-room in 22d st. ; there were two sofas ; one 
was on the rear wall between the window 
space ; the other was opposite to it in a like 
position; they were small sofas of irresular 
shape ; they were about as large as three chairs 
tc^ether ; there was a place near the fire-place 
where a sofa might have stood, had it not been 
other wise occupied ; there was a large painting 
from the ceiling to the floor ; (oaper produced,) 
this is a correct diagram of tne lower part of 
the honse, except the ** China closet," which ^ 
do not know. 
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By Mr. Van Baren — 1 came to this city 
when I was married ; do not think Forrest 
knew R. Willis ; he returned from Europe the 
latter pari of October ; the sofa could be mov- 
ed ; I never saw a fire in the fire-plaoe ; the 
room was heated by a furnace; li. Willis went 
to Boston to see a relative there ; he had been 
with us about ten days when he left for Bos- 
ton ; I had letters from Boston saying of bis 
being there ; did not see him to the boat or 
cars ; think Mr. Willis and myself took R. 
Willis to F.'s house and introduced him ; when 
he came back from Boston, he sta^ ed again 
with us till near Christmas, when he went to 
New Haven ; we heard from him there ; he 
left the house, and said he was going there ; 
he remained there till spring ; went there to 
live ; it was the end of November, or the sec- 
ond week of December, that we stayed up uU 
night at Mrs. F.'s ; I think she was absent the 
first week ; I do not think that the night refer- 
red to was in the same week that R. Willis 
left for New Haven ; do not remember that I 
dined home the next day. 

Q. Have you any recollection of his sleep- 
ing at your bouse any night after that before 
he went to New Haven ? 

A. Yes, sir, I am quite certain of it; the 
early part of the evemng we spent in conver- 
sation ; there was some music ; R. Willises books 
were there al^the commencement of the even- 
ing ; my brother was not in the habit of play- 
ing his music before all, and he was desirous 
of Keeping a few pieces until the others were 
gone, and for Mr. Ibbotson's benefit; when 
Ibbotson and Mr.^*. Yoorhies moved to go, we 
all moved to go home ; we had to call up a 
servant first, and before he could go home and 

git a carriage, it would have been very, very 
te ; we preferred to sit up, because it was 
only two or three hours until we could get a 
carriage ; I had a young infant at home, and 
was very anxious to get away ; there were suf- 
ficient accommodations for all of us, if we had 
chosen to go to bed ; there was no smoking 
that I know of. 

Q. When did you first hear of the intention 
of Mr. and Mrs. F. to separate V 

A. I think I knew it in February, 1849 ; I 
knew it before it took place. 

Q. From whom? 

A. From Mrs. F. 

Q. Directly ? 

A. If I remember rightly ; I remember no 
statement of hers, that they had differed about 
Mr. Macready. 

Q. You spoke of a letter received by you — 
did you, before that, hear that he was jealous 
of your husband, or any body else ? 

A. I understood quite the contrary ; never 
saw anything indicating the slightest suspicion 
of his wife ; had no conversation wiUi Mr. F. 
after May, 1840. 

Be-examined— >Q. Was there sny other 



larly who visited you as frequently during your 
illness ? 

A. Yes, sir ; Mrs. Richards and Miss Lyndi 
did ; Mrs. R. is now in Court ; tbey came al 
different times, in such a way that they divid- 
ed the time between them. 

Monday, January 12. 

Clarissa Benson sworn — Reside at Na 700 
Broadway, staging with Mrt*. Banker; mj 
calhng is that of a nonie; know Mr^t. Willii 
and Mrs. Forrest ; in 1850, (went 27ih April^ 
I nursed Mrs. Willis; remained six weeks; 
she was very ill indeed ; she was vinted hj 
Mrs. Richards and Mrs. Forrest ; remember as 
occasion when Mrs. Forrest came there for tlie 
purpose of watching ; I had been up four or 
six nights, and was very much fatigued ; Mn. 
Willis said she wished Mrs. Forrest to set tp 
with her that night, as I was so much fatigued ; 
I told her I could not consent to it ; I tl^osht 
there might be a little conversataon if Mrs. 
Forrest stayed with her, and I thought it bet- 
ter I should remain with her myself; ^e 
expressed herself very desirous that Mrs. Fo^ 
rest should sit up that night, and I consented, 
as she was decid(;d about it ; she asked me to 
request Mi-s. F., when she came, as she usually 
did, to sit up with her, and I did. 

By Mr, Van B, — Mrs. Forrest came in the 
forenoon the time I asked her to set up ; she 
remained only a few moments ; she saw mc ; 
I don't know any one else ; she did not see 
Mrs. Willis ; I did not see her again till I saw 
her in the evening; Mrs. Willis may have 
been delirious more than once during her 
illness ; think she was so twice ; it was after 
her confinement ; there were no times, besides, 
that she might be called fiighty; ahe was 
much troubled with wakefulness; no kind of 
anodyne was given her ; she had homoeopathic 
medicines ; do not know what they are com- 

Sosed of; Mrs. Forrest did not watch with 
Irs. Willis at all while I was with Mrs. W.,< 
nor stay in the house all night any other time; 
no one slept with Mrs. Willis ; I occupied a 
couch in the room ; I do not know of anybody 
sleeping with her; on the particular nigbt 
spoken of, when Mrs. F. was there, I think 
Mr. Willis (who always retired late) was up 
till 11 or 12; I did not see him again that 
night; did not call Mrs. F. ; the reason — 
[objected to] ; never knew Mrs. Forrest to 
dine there while I was there ; knew her to 
take tea there ; the nursery was the back room 
on the second floor; there was no bed in it; 
do not know where the key of the front 
door was kept ; I never saw it except in the 
front door ; my business was in Mrs. Willis's 
sick room ; the time Mrs. Forrest was there 
was the fourth or sixth night af)»r Mrs. W.^ 
confinement ; never saw the slightest familia^ 
ity between Mr. Willis and Mnu Forrest 

By Mr. O'C^The ddirimia turns lastad 
about 2 or 8 hours. 
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Bg a Juror. — Should think the door of the 
room Mrs. F. slept iu was about 2 feet back of 
t^ejog, or recess. 

Richard S. Willisy sworn— By Mr. O'C— 
32 years of age ; married three months since ; 
do not know Mr. Edvvin Forrest; know of 
him ; I reside in Twenty-ninth*st..; know Mrs. 
Forrest ; iSrst became acquainted with her in 
October, 1848, at her own house in Twenty- 
8econd-st.; I was introduced by Mr. and Mrs. 
N. P. Willis ; it was in the evening, on a call 
suggested by my brother, I think, at whose 
house I was then stopping; I had just re- 
tamed, after a six years' absence, from Eu- 
rope; had been to Germany (until after I 
graduated) to study musical composition, and 
so engaged mostly during my absence ; was 
in New York that fall and winter about six 
months, during which time ray home was at 
my brother's house ; was at Mrs. Forrest's 
house, Twenty-second-st., on an evening when 
I stayed up all night ; 1 visited the house of 
Mr. Forrest that fall, on other occasions fre- 
quently ; Mrs. Voorhies is a very accomplished 



and was invited by Mrs. Forrest to accompany 
her and Mrs. Voorhies to a party, which 1 de- 
clined doing, and passed the evening with Miss 
Virginia in the library ; was never in a bed- 
room in the house when Mr. N. P. Willis was 
in the bouse as I knew or supposed ; was nevef 
in the house to my knowledge when he was , 
heard nothing the morning after Mrs. W^ and 
myself staying there all night about excusing 
Mrs. W. to her husband for being out all night 

Q. — Bid you ever take any libt-rty wiihibe 
person of any woman in that house in 22d st? 

A. — No, Sir. 

Did you ever hear any immodest speech or 
witness any immodest action in that house V 

A. — No, Sir. 

Q. — Did ^ou ever see any woman therein 
affected by liquor ? 

A. — No, Sir. 

By Mr. Van Buren — During those six weeks 
did you ever see Mr. Forrest ? 

A. — I never saw him till last spring, when 
he accosted me in the street ; 1 was not mar* 
ried at this time ; I have two brothers ; Ed- 



musician, and was interested in my studies ; I ! ward P. and Nathaniel P. Willis ; do not know 
went there to look over with her a portfolio I where Ed ward P. is ; the night we sat up 
containing most of the exercises I had been ! jiassod the time to 1 1 o'clock with the rest of 
pursuing while I was abroad ; on several oc- j the company in conversation ; there was a 
casions the interviews ran into the night ; my j table in one of the rooms, with refreshments 
impression is the number of times 1 remained I on ; it did not rain when we went ; had a sup- 
all night was tliree, but I cannot say confi- ' 
dently ; I had remained longer than the omni- 
bus hours; was a stranger in the city, and un- 
acquainted with the localities of the city, and 



was offered and accepted the hospitalities of m;iy have been an hour, within an hour to sup- 



f)er ; an oyster supper, not contemplated pre- 
viously, about 1 or 2 o'clock ; had wine upon 
the table ; do not recollect the kind ; no cham- 
pafrne nor porter ; do not recollect any brandy; 



the house for the night ; never remained three 
successive nights in the house ; have an indis- 
tinct impression that I did two nights; the 
one I stayed there with Mrs. W. and the next 
night, but am not certain ; unless that was so, 
do not remember staying theie any two con- 
secutive nights. 

• Q. — ^Was you ever concealed, day or night, 
in Mr Forrest's house ? 

At — ^Most emphatically not, sir. 

Q. — Had you any occasion, or any thought, 
or desire, that fall, to conceal your movements 
from Mr. N. P. Willis ? 

A. — Never, sir. 

(J, — Did you, on the morning of any of the 
nights you slept there leave the room partly 
undressed ? 

Aw — Never, sir. 

Q. — Did you to get water ? 

A« — ^No, the room was perfectly appointed 
as to water ; on any of the occasions I slept 
there never took rxreakfast in the house ; never 
took a meal there in any room but the dining- 
room ; I never heard of a desire, that fall, on 
the part of my brother, that I should leave 
New York at any particular time; I never 
gave a lesson in music tolVliss Virginia ; I was 
no teacher ; recollect an evening when I re- 
mained in company with Miss Virginia, and no 
one else ; it was in the library ; 1 was there, 



per ; do not remember whether there was a 
servant waiting upon the table; remember help- 
ing mjseif and the ladies, but not rising to 
wait on the table ; my best recollection was 
that there was no waiter ; jNIr. Voorhies and 
Mr. Ibbotson went off on foot ; think it was 
storming when they went away ; rain or snow ; 
heard it storming ; the omniouses pass within 
one or two blocks of the house in 2 2d st; do 
not know when the last ran ; cannot remember 
the last I have taken from there ; it was after 
my return from Boston, (where I had been 
about three weeks,) that I first £le[)t in Mrs. 
Forrest's house ; do not recollect distinctly the 
time ; slept there by invitation of the lady of 
the house, Mrs. Forrest ; do not recollect hoir 
long after coming from IJoston ; was told Mr. 
Forrest was in Philadelphia ; Mr. N. P. Wil- 
lis's house then was corner Houston and Mc*- 
Dougal streets; Mrs. F.'s in Twenty-second 
street, at Chelsea, about a mile and a hali'; do 
not know when Mr. W. mo^ ed to Fourth st. ; 
think I be time I first slept there must have re- 
tired after midnight, or could have got an 
omnibus perhaps ; do not remember if it was 
one o'clock ; it was the custom of the house to 
have a late 8U|)per, say about 11 or 1 2 o'clock \ 
that is, when friends were there ; whi u L '«%» 
there, my im!^T«ea\oii V^^ y^<(\&^TN vci\% ^\^ x^s^ 
wait ont\iY^Hk\V\i^^'wX\i\^v\ '^«^'^^'«^ 



TU in the froat small ro>m, over (be front 
door: ItBdjoini & room, but do cot know if the 
room is Sin. F.'s bedroom ; never beard from 
her »t»temetits or otherwise ; T am not aware 
where Mrs. Voorliiea slept ; am not able to say, 
but presume she slept in the house ; clo not re- 
coUect in what terms I was invited to stay the 
first night — the reason that and otlier ni;;hta 
was remaiiiinrr after the omnibus houra ; no 
one lit me to bed the first night ; the room I 
was to ocenpy was (tcsr^ribed lo mu I think by 
Mrs. Forrret ; think Mr. and Mr. Voorhitfs 
were up when I went lo liL'd the first ni^-ht; 
thought Mr. Voorhies remained there all night 
but have since understood he usual)}- nent 
home to his room ; do not know as to my owji 
knowledge ; I rn^e there, about dHj-li;;ht ; 1 
lot mvscir out of the front door; do not ruuul- 
lett whnlhor it wan loi'ki'd or not : did not see 
Mr.'. Forrest or Mrs. Voorhies, before iny 
tidng; away in the morning; it rould not 
have been tho next ni;;bt ibat I slept there 
a^ain, or I i^houl.i have remembered it ; do 
not rrmi'mber whether or not it w«s tho 
second night after: do not remember whether 
or not I supped there the nij;;hLafterlirdt sleep- 
iliir there ; never remember at any lime beiir): 
lighted to bed by any one, or of being let ont 
liy any one ; aceording (o my beitt reculleetion 
I let myself out on all these oecu^ions, and 
about at the snme hour, a liitin after daylight; 
1 did not sleep there us many as ten nights ; 
should not like to siiear to any outside limit ; 
do not recollect ; was not expected to remain 
when I came in the morning, so far aal know; 
did not remain there each night after passing 
ancveniDg; there was no night I came pre- 
pared to slay all night ; remember to have 
seen Robert Garvin, a servant at Mr. Forresl'0 
bouse ; do not know where the water came 
Eroin that was in the room; had no conve- 
ttiencies, such as clothes, bru3h(>s. &c., there, for 
rfeeping, which was the reason I went out so 
early in the morning; am snre I did not go 
oat to get any water; Mrs. Forrest does not 
smoke habitually ; have at: en her draw three 
or four times on a cigarette ; never saw her 
wnoke when Mrs. N. P. Willis was present; 
cannot tell who was ; think Mr. Voorbies was, 
and Mr. Stevens one time in the library, in 
the evening ; another time in Sixtecntb-sC ; 
do not know that I had a carpet bag at Mrs. 
Forrest's ; my music may have been In a car- 
pet bi^; I took it with me to New Haven as 
' part ot my baggage ; think I went to New Ha- 
ven from my brother's house ; did not go from 
Mrs. Forrest's house to the cars at any time ; 
have no recollection of Robert Garvin carrying 
apacknge for me to tho car; I graduated at 
Tale College ; went abroad immediately, in 
l«4l ; I was engaged in study only while I was 
aone ; have been engaged since my retnrn on 
OiePren; been so on The Albion and The 
Tyifmtte, not as editor but as writer ; have reg- 



ular salary ; I still pamie m j profHnoi i 
composing music, and have charge of an orM 
in the Church in Union F^uare ; the eveaaf 
I passed with Miss Virjiinia, was in cotmiB- 
tion : there is no music in the library ; I bin 
seen Mrs. Bedford at the bouse ; I did notii 
Mrs. Forrest to introduce me to Mr. Fom* 
he was away at the time ; she htu expreMi 
her re^et tl^at he was not home so that ih 
could introduce me ; Mrs. F. sometimes ciU 
me Mr. Willis, and sometimea Ricbard. 

Captain John Britlon, sworn — Bedds it 
Brookhn; shipmaster: aged 43 ; fallowedM 
30 years ; acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. ?» 
rest ; thev were with me from Burofie in Aif, 
1846 ; never ai^quainled with either of tl«B 
before; made a present to Mr. Forrest <f 
throe or four, a few dozen say, of old Londa 




i\'QffinnieI P. Wi'.lis, sworn — Know Mt.nA 
Mrs. Forrest. 
Q. Did you ever take any Ubertj wift fa 



la of Mrs. Forrest 1 



T kiss any part of her peim 



n the drawing-room at Twen- 
<r any where else, laid npoa 
ir any part of it? 



A, No, 9 

g. Didyot 
or of her dress? 

A. No, sir. 

Q Haveyoi 
ty-second street, 01 
or aizainst her person, ' 

a" No, sir. ^ 

Q, Did you, in the librarv of Mi. F.li 
house, or any where ebe, place yonr an 
around her neck or shoulder, or tmj vlitn 
else? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever hear any unchaste apeeidi, 
or witness any unchaste act on the part Of Mrs. 
Forrest ? 

A. No, sir. 

Q. In what way did your personal acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Forrest commence ? 

A. I had been in the habit of writing abont 
Mr. Forrest as a critic, for twelve or Gfteea 
years, but I think our first acquaintance w» 
by his leaving a card for me at my lodgii^ 
in London, in 1SS6 ; that was before bis mw- 
riage; when I first >aw Mra. Forrest, I saw 
her as a bride, when she catne to this country, 
in 1837 or 1838; she was at the AstorHoose; 
I called upon her •■ a bride, in company will 
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rife, who is not now Hvin^ ; I did not fol- 
jp the acquaintance; did not see her 
I for some years ; called on her New Year's 
1844, and about once a fortnight afrer- 
3 ; probably called in 1845 to pay them a 
ell visit, but do not recollect the particu* 
jcurrence ; I went to England in the fall 
145 ; I was taken ill of a brain fever the 
if my arrival; I had not seen Mr. and 
Forrest before that ; do not recollect 
g either of them during the period I was 
led ; I was out of my mind most of the 
; my deceased wife's sister had charge of 
luring my illness; I was told, after my 
ery, of Mr. and Mrs. Forrest having 

I to see me once or twice ; I was about a 
aht waitinff, after my recovery, to go to 
Continent ; Mr. Forrest's lodginga were 
, one-quarter to one-half a mile from 

, and 1 Avalked there almost every day ; 

extremely weak ; remember dining once 

Mr. and Mrs. Forrest during that (ime ; 

called upon me one evening and took me 

J theatre ; went once to <:hurch with them 

anday ; (luting that time did not go. to 

icollection, to any place with Mrs. For- 

Jone ; I did not recover my health for five 

. months after this ; I was in Germany and 

aed to England in a state of £;reat debil- 

hink I did not see Mrs. F. after the firdt 

3f my boin{T in England till after she re- 

d to New York ; 1 came back in the au- 

or summer of 1846 ; remember dining 

and only once, at Mr. Forrest's house 

rmal invitation, at which his and my wife 

present, and they reciprocated by dining 

me ; was out at Fonthill once with Mr. 

ist ; he asked me to go, and drove me out 

bis own horse; never, to my recollection, 

here an occasion in which means were 

to let me out secretly ; I now recollect 

was an occasion when I was up in the 

y, and a gentleman came to the house 

I I did not wish to be introduced to, and 
tk Mrp. Forrest told Mrs. Underwood to 
the drawing-room door shut so that he 
J not see me as I passed ; it is my impres- 
t was !Mr. Lawson, but 1 am not sure ; it 
lave been Mr. Wykoff"; Mr. Forrest had 
of acquaintances whom 1 was very anx- 

avoid. 

After the return of Mr. and Mrs. F. 
England, in the fall of 184G, to the 
of 1848, how often did you visit them ? 
For a month or two, I think, after their 
1 ; 1 did not visit them on their return ; 
that my visits were, on an average, about 
a week ; during that period I was con- 
to the house from 6 to 10 months; have 
:ten the exact time, and was sick a long 

1 time afterwards ; my calls were usually 
» day time ; I would take a walk after be- 
infined to the desk, and when at Chelsea 
I at Mr. Forrest's ; the visits were usually 



half an hour or an hour in length ; visits of a 
friendly character; first heard of any suspicion 
as regards Mrs. Forrest and myself from an 
anon) mous letter that was sent to my wife the 
morning af^er I had had an interview with Mr. 
Forrest at the corner of Vesey street ; he and 
I were on speaking terms then ; he did not say 
anything, or intimate that he suspected me 
of any improper intimacy with his wife ; it 
was some time in January, 1850 ; it was pre- 
vious to the publication of his application to 
the Pennsylvania Legislature for divorce ; do 
not know whether my wife or myself opene<J 
the letter ; believe the one fehown was it. (Not 
read.) 

I have li daughter named Tmogene ; think 
she will be ten years of age the spring com- 
ing ; she is the only living offspring of my first 
wife ; she usually sleeps in a small room on 
the third floor, at the end of the entry, the 
same floor with my study ; I always slept in 
my study when myself or my wife was ill ; 
the doors between my study and the front 
room communicate, and I could go in without 
any difiriculty without going inio the entry, 
only by turning the key ; Mrs. Forrest has 
come in when 1 was at study in company with 
my Avilc ; but never was in my room without 
my wife ; it is my habit to bid my little daugh- 
! ter good night, on going to bed ; she is very 
wakeful, and usually calls when any one comes 
up stairs. 

By Mr. Van B. — I resided, before coming 
to New York, in Tioga Co., at a place I called 
Glenmary ; 1 residea there four or five years; 
I married my first wife in England, in 1836 ; 
she died in New York in 1845 ; I wrote two 
plays for Miss Josephine Clifton, and knew her 
well ; I had not seen her for the last four or 
five years of her life, oftener than once in six 
months ; she died, I think, two or three years 
ago ; she visited me at Glenmary immediately 
after my writing the first play for her, in 1838 
or 1839; she remained two or three weeks; 
she was on intimate terms with Mrs. Willis, as 
well as myself; I wrote an obituary notice of 
her after i«he died ; it was published in 77ic 
Home Journal, 

I think my wife did not keep up the ac- 
quaintance of Miss Clifton till the time Miss 
C. died ; have no recollection of seeing them 
together after ■ being at Glenmary ; do not 
recollect my wife and m} self calling upon her 
here ; it is possible may have done so ; I had 
a servant named John Kent; he lived with 
me about a year; cannot say the time; he 
was recommended to* me by a letter he 
brought from a relative of my wife in Ireland, 
Miss Frayen, who cave it to him at the re- 
quest of another lady ; recollect sending him 
to Mrs. Forrest's one night ; do not recollect 
but one occasion, when my wife was very ill, 
aiid at her request I Ben]L him fer Mrs. For- 
rest ; do not recollect on any particular occa- 
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•lou meeting lilm on the stairs ; have done so 
verjr often ; do not recollect having done so 
after saying ** good night, dear," or while Mrs. 
Forrest was in the house ; recollect Mrs. For- 
rest going to her room one night without 
Bceing ]\lrs. Willis ; she came to watch with 
my wife ; I saw her probably in the drawing 
room ; do not recollect having seen her in the 
third story ; do not recollect any instance of 
waking my daughter up to bid her good ni^ht ; 
Mrs. Forrest very often dined at our house, 
perhaps once a week or ofcener ; it Avas almost 
ever since she was intimate with Mrs. Willis ; 
often did so durin«j; my wife's illness ; probably 
ofcener while Mrs. Benson was there; she 
would dine with me and any other guest that 
happened to come in ; had so "Ifreciuently 
friends in, do not rooollect whether she and 1 
dined alone ; perhaps at times wc did so ; u 
servant used to wait : John Kent at one time : 
have soen John Kent twice since he left my 
service ; once at the Astor House, and about 
a week afterward at my house; when I made 
morning calls to Mrs. Forrest I usually saw j 
her alone — sometimes with her sister ; do not 
know whether after 1848 Mrs. Voorhies was 
at the house when Mr. Forrest was at home ; 
do not at present remember who were ^Ir. 
Forrest's acqnaintan(!es that I wished to avoid ; 
they were persons of vulgar habits and conver- 
sation ; knev/ it by being invited into Mr. 
Forrest's library by Mr. F. himself, and heard | 
their conversation ; Mr. Andrew Stevens was 
one; do not know if he is intimate with 
Mrs. Forrest; Mr. Lawson was there, Mr. 
Wykoff, and two others; did not know Mr. 
Wykoff exoL'pt in my profession ; the conver- 
sation of Mr. Lawson was very bad ; I did not 
mean to say that Mr. Lawson was present at 
the time I spoke of; only remember Mr. 
Stevens ; remained out of courte^sy to the geuT 
tleman who invited me to see his friends ; did 
not reprove them ; understood at the time I 
was to go out without the party in the room 
seeing me ; the door was to be closed by Mrs. 
Bedford to prevent the gentleman there being 
introduced to me ; believe it was Mr. Lawson ; 
do not remember whether Mrs. Forrest came 
down with me ; if she had she would have 
introduced me ; have an indistinct recollection 
of the whole matter ; probably that was the 
reason ; do not ):*ecollect it recurring on more 
than one instance ; had not fo my knowledge 
an acquaintance with Mr. Law.son before the 
time I speak of; may have spoken to him; 
bowed to him since, and he to me, but npt as 
an acquaintance ; never saw Mrs. Forrest 
'smoke; do not recollect bidding Mrs. Forrest 
^ood bye before her going to England ; at the 
time I visited Mr. Forrest's house I had no par- 
ticular objection to Mr. Forrest ; would as soon 
not have seen him ; his treatment of his wife 
was such when they were together that I did 
not wish to be there ; did not go to protect 



Mrs. Forrest against her husband ; I did not 
like Mr. Forrest's character from the begiih 
ning; do not know that Mrs. Forrest kaew 
that I dlisliked Mr. F's character; probsUf 
not ; my dislike increased in knowing Mr. F.; 
I did not ask to see him on goine there ; at Ae 
time Mr. Forrest met me in January, 18M, 
he cautioned me not to interfere in bis doow- 
tic arrangements ; his wife used to visit at 00 
house, and he called that interfering with Ui 
domestic arrangements; I do not reooUeet 
whether or not Mrs. Forrest told me the caoa 
of the separation ; think I derived from her 
sister that the cause was as to Mrl Macresc^. 

Q. — Have you taken an active part in fle 
controversy between Mr. and Mrs. Forrest? 

A. — I wrote and published a defence of 
myself and wife and brother after Mr. Pa ap> 
plication to the Pennsylvania Legislature; w 
not recollect any other active part; ne?er 
wrote as to him in any paper but my own; 
have published cards in The Tribune and Ber- 
aid J on this subject ; I have written nothing 
for either of those papers. 

Bf/ Mr. O'C, — 1 have never, in the leait 
degree, seen Mrs. Forrest affected by liquor. 

Tuesday, Jan. 13. — Bridget Dempsej, 
sworn — By Mr. 0*C. — Reside in Twenty- 
eighth street ; is mother of Mrs. Anne Flowers; 
remember her living with Mr. and Mrs. For- 
rest; she never told me, to my knowledge, 
anything as to Mr.=». Forrest and Capt How- 
ard ; never heard her, while she was there, 
say anything as to Mrs. F. but what was prop- 
er and good; her child died 10th June last; 
my daughter Mary was home last night, and was 
subpoenaed to come here, but is not here this 
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By Mr. Van B. — Am married ; my husband 
is Michael Dempsey ; he is in the city ; I don't 
know the number where he lives, and cannot 
think of the name ; ifc is near Bleecker street; 
cannot tell who be lives with ; he is a carman ; 
the street crosses Bleecker, west side of Broad- 
way ; it is about four years since I met with 
him ; I have not seen Anna since she went to 
New Qrleans, before she was married ; saw 
her once since on the sidewalk, but did not 
know her ; do not recollect the year she first 
went to New Orleans ; my memory is very 
bad indeed; Anna never told me anything 
about Capt. Howard and Mrs. Forrest ; Messrs. 
Rowland & Chase subpoenaed me to attend 
here ; the child was with me thi-ee years, since 
he was thirteen months old, except six months 
he was sent away frotn me; recollect when the 
child was with Mrs. Butler ; I did not pay her 
from month to month ; handed her money as 
it was given to me; received money twice 
from a servant of Mrs. Forrest's ; believe her 
name was Catharine; she came once to my 
house ; once with it, and once I got it fitmi 
her at Mrs. Forrest's ; I met Catharine at Mr. 
O'Conor's office ; Mrs. Forrest was adso therOt 



and my daughter Maxy ; know Miss Margaret, 
^(Mrt. V. ;) do not remember her ever giving 
He anj monej to hand to Mrs. Butler; do not 
VBOoUect ever going with Miss Margaret to se^ 
the child ; know Mr. Raymond ; I went once 
witli him to Mrs. Butler^s ; that time got away 
the child ; I never saw Capt. Howard ; do not 
know anything about him ; I have ten children ; 
(names them — Anna or Honora is the fifth,) 
one of them, Patrick, went by the name of 
Frederick ; Mr. O'Conor made a mistake when 
lie signed my name Adelia ; I only made my 
4C088 ; can read writing, but have neglected 
my writing so much, cannot now; Anna is 
between 24 and 25 ; cannot tell the year she 
'waa born, but to the best of my knowledge she 
is about that age ; I was married in Ireland in 
1815 ; been here about IG years ; my own age 
is between 52 and 53 ; cannot tell the year 
Ansa was born in Ireland ; cannot say exactly 
how old she was ; we lost the book in which 
the dates of births were put down, on the 
▼oyage to this country ; Frederick is the next 
older than her ; John, the next younger, is 
between 22 and 23 ; cannot tell the year he 
was born in ; cannot tell the age of Mary, or 
<if any of the children ; cannot say whether 
Anna was bom in 1827; my memory is very 
bad ; Mr. Forrest inquired of me once where 
Anna was ; it was more than a year ago ; she 
was then ini New Orleans, and lived there ; I 
told him I did not know where she was, and I 
did not know, as I had no correspondence with 
her ; I employ myself taking care of my house 
and assisting a servant I have ; I have two sons 
and two daughters living with me ; John and 
William and Margaret and Mary ; John and 
William have not been suboepnaod ; they do 
not know anything about it ; I have not seen 
Mrs. Forrest since this difficulty arose but 
once, at Mr. O'Conor's office ; I calldl at her 
house, but did not see her; Mrs. Yoorhics 
called for me to go and see her ; nothing was 
paid me on these occanions ; I never got any 
money of that kind, and never looked for it ; 1 
sapported the child myself; I got three 
months' pay for it; got it from Mr. Godwin, 
$7 a month ; it was an arrangement with Mr. 
Raymond, in my getting the child from Mrs. 
Butler, that I was to have $7 a month for tak- 
ing care of it ; there was no time mentioned ; 
Mr. Godwin paid me the money at my house ; 
there was some money given me to get clothes 
£ir the child to send it oif to its mother at New 
Orleans ; I got it from Mr. Voorhies, who made 
me give him a receipt, as he said he would 
have to get the money again from Capt How- 
ard; it was shortly after that my daughter, 
lin. Hinsdale, who was here at the time from 
New Oiieans, took ^he child with her when 
•he went back ; cannot remember how old the 
child was ; my memory is so bad I can hardly 
remember one day from the next ; the child 
died at my honie ; I was present; it was bmried 



at Greenwood Cemeteiy ; I went over with it, 
and all my family I had in the house, and seT- 
eral others; my son John went over; Mr. 
Raymond was not there ; do not suppose he 
knew of the death ; I never heard of Mr. Ray- 
mond, nor Mr. Voorhies did not ; the child did 
not die suddenly, but lingered a good while ; 
Drs. Forrester and Rogers attended it ; do not 
know whether their bills fc&ve been paid yet; 
Dr. F. has sent in his bill ; Mrs. Forrest or Mnu 
Voorhies never called to see the child when it 
was ill ; I never lived in Beach street ; I have 
lived in Bank street ; Mrs. Forrest never called 
to see me there ; I never said to Mr. Forrest 
that Mrs. Forrest ever called to see me ; Mrs. 
F. has never been to my house but once, and 
that as far^ as the stoop, two or three weeks 
ago ; the girl told her I was not in ; I knew 
Mrs. F. and saw her ; I was in, and told the 
girl to say I was not. [The witness rather 
complained at having to answer all the ques- 
tions which had been put to hef, and Mr. Van 
B. said he would not ask her any more.] 

Calista Russell^ sworn — Live at No. 50 
Laui'ens-St. ; know Mrs. Ingersoll ; she is my 
aunt; lived with her 18 months at No. 855 
Greenwich-st., and afterward about three 
months in Houston-st. 

Q — Was the house in Greenwich-st , what 
is called a. house of assignation ? 

A. — ^It was said it was such a- house. 

Q. — Did you ever see any of the gentlemen 
who frequented it ? 

A. — One or two. 

Q. — Who were they ? 

A. — I don't know their names. 

Q. — Were they known by any name in the 
house, either of them ? 

A. — No sir. 

Q. — Who were the women that boarded 
there ? 

A. — There were two ladies boarded there, 
Mrs. Davie and Miss Eliza; I believe the 
name of latter was Pierpoint ; she did not, to 
my knowledge, receive gentlemen visitors, 
nor did Mrs. Davie ; she had a husband ; saw 
him once ; he called in the day time ; he was 
called Davie; I went to the door sometimes, 
but seldom ; the house was called an assigna- 
tion-house, not in the house but by the neigh- 
bors ; there were no other ladies there while 
I was ; do not know whether they slept alone ; 
never saw or heard of any husband of Miss 
Eliza ; there were no other ladies that came 
to the house to my knowledge ; I took my 
meals in the basement; Mrs. Davie, Miss 
Eliza and Mrs Ingersoll sat with me ; do not 
recollect any gentleman who ever sat with us, 
nor any other woman ; I frequently heard the 
door open and shut in the day time and at 
night ; do not know who they were that came 
in and went out; there never was anything 
to lead me to suspect that there was anything 
wrong; I am a widow; have seen but one 
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sentleman that is in tbis room that I had seen I policemen as^ well u mjielf ; one waa Mr. Ed- 



tbero; it was Dr. Follen (the eyes of the 
audience pointed to Mr. Forrest, expecting 
he would be the one); never saw Mr. For- 
rest (who is present) ihere or at Houston-st. ; 
never saw Mr. Davie there but once ; did not 
hear what Miss Eliza did for a living, she never 
said anything as to that ; I have spoken to my 
aunt as to what the neighbors said about the 
house ; Miss Eliza did not go to Houston-et. ; 
Mrs. IJavie did; the did not 8t\ylong; she 
was backwiird and forward to PhilacJelphia 
for three or four months ; at Ilouston-st. there 
was another lady boarder nsuned Mcrrifield ; 
do not know of any other lady boarder ; 1 
took my meals in the basement; Miss M., 
Mrs. D., Mrs. I. and myself were at table ; 
saw several gentlemen at Ilouston-st ; never 
saw them at meals; they would sometimes 
stay three days, sometiaies a day, and some- 
times less than a day. They penerally stayed 
in the parlor, and took their room in the 
eyening ; sometimes they slept in the houa^ ; 
two ladies called Miss Charles called there ; 
they staid in the basement; they only calltid 
to see Mrs. Ingcrsoll in the evening; they 
sometimes came to the basement door and 
sometimes to the front door; don't recollect 
seeing gentlemen with them; they usually 
called aboQt two or three limes a week ; they 
remained generally about an hour; they 
would sometimes go up stairs; not further 
than the parlor; cinnot say, believe they 
lived in Frai;iklin-st. ; do not recollect having 
seen other ladies there, or ladies on the stoop ; 
Mrs. IngersoU never told me their business ; 
the lady there was Mrs. Merrifield ; have seen 
her in the parlor frequently talking with gen- 
tlemen ; did not know any of tbem ; Mis.i 
Charles sometimes came in the day time, and 
sometimes in the evening ; they generolly 
went away about 10 o'clock ; the eldest was 
about 20 years of age ; understood there were 
four sisters, but only two came there ; never 
saw their father or other male relations ; there 
was no difference at all in the manner of the 
house in Houston-st and that in Greenwich-st 
Lorenzo D. Savage, sworn — Reside at No. 
65 Greene-street, between Broome and Spring; 
did not know Caroline IngersoU ; was once in 
house No. 628 Houston-st ; it was, I think, in 
1848 or '49, in the evening; I went there with 
company which I met in Broadway — two men 
besides myself; I had no purpose in going 
there at all, more than with these men ; can- 
not tell what was their purpose ; stopped about 
five minutes, or perhaps two ; saw two ladies 
there whom I could not recognize again if I 
saw them ; left my friends there ; do not rec- 
ollect what passed between them and the 
ladies before I left ; I do not know whether 
the gentlemen knew them before or not ; there 
was nothing said in the few minutes I remain- 
ed but passing the time of day ; the two were 



Serton, who is in New Haven now ; the otlNr 
Ir. Morrison ; do not know where he iiTei ; 
they belonged to Eighth Ward Police. 

Mr. Henry Clough, sworn — Went to tb 
house in Houston-street one evening to ton 
out two young men ; saw Mrs. IngersoU ; ihe 
taid the young men came there and knocked 
at the door and asked to see the girls ; ihe 
told them she had no girls ; they then cameii, 
pulled cigars out of their pockets and said thuf 
would stay there till they saw the girls ; m 
then sent for the Police ; was in the house bet 
about ten minutes; saw nothing improper. 

Jacob Carlock, sworn — Belonged to Fifft 
Ward Police three years; was at No. 85& 
Greenwich-st one evening when Mr8.Inger8oD 
had it ; did so to take out a man who was not 
sober ; lived four or five doors above the hoose 
in 1847 or 1848 ; frequently saw a good manj 
persons go in and out, men and women, mosdj 
the first part of the evening ; could see notluag 
from the doors and windows, as to females 
whereby to notice their demeanor ; recollect 
one female that used to go there ; she was not 
exactly bc^uare ; did not know any of the 
others. 

By the Judge — By the term not square. I 
mean that she was a lewd woman ; think some 
of the other women I saw go there were rather 
Under f^lse colors ; I mean they were muffled 
up ; do not think they were so fxt>m the weath- 
er ; they were sometimes alone and sometimei 
a man was with them. 

Dr. John B. Rich, sworn — Reside at No. Ill 
Tenth street ; was in the house in Sixteendi 
street when Mrs. Forrest lived there; was in 
Mrs. Forrest's bedroom three or four times; 
the first time she was sufTering neuralgia firOD 
a diseased tooth ; sent for in the day tmie and 
said I would go in the evening, which I did; 
found her so suffering, also from injury of the 
lungs ; had a physical school at that time— a 
sort of gymnasium ; next day called, and wai 
there sometime visiting the effects of the treat- 
ment; sometimes visited the house when I did 
not go for medical treatment ; my wife was a 
visitor at the house ; I never was in her bed- 
room alone when there was no other persoa 
present but her and myself; Mrs. Yoorhief 
and her sister Virginia were usually present; 
Mrs. Voorhies had been previously acquainted 
with my family, aud boaunded with us at one 
time; my institution generally kept in till 
about 9 o'clock, which made my visits late ; I 
never witnessed or heard any immodest actia 
that house by any of the parties there, and 
was never in Mrs. Forrest's bedroom except 
when she was ill ; remember one occasion whn 
the cook was attacked with what Mrs. F. sb^ 
posed to be cholera ; she asked me to remain : 
found the girl had fallen off «o sleep ; remaued 
about an hour ; am not a licensed pliysida^ i 
studied dentistry in Paris and this city ; in the 
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fbfiner at different periods between 1830 and 
1833, perhaps three months in all ; was part 
of the time awaj from Paris ; I was then a 
man grown ; it was nol intended as a profes- 
flion for me at that time ; I am a New Yorker. 
Wedndesdat, Jan. 14, 23d day. 

Fhilolo^us Holly, sworn — By Mr. O'Conor. 
Made a diagram, last evening, of third floor at 
Mr. Willis's house ; at the heid of the flight of 
•tairs cannot see the door of the room Mrs. 
Porrest slept in ; if a person was looking that 
WSLJ they mjght see whether a person came 
>nt of that room or out of the other door, 
^loiogene'ti ;) a small person might stand in the 
recess leading to Mrs. F.'s room and be ob- 
icured ; must be a pretty small person too. 

William M. Doughty, sworn — By Mr. O'C. 
Know Mr. Forrest and knew Miss Oiifion ; saw 
Jiem on board a steamboat together as I was 
Koing from here to Troy — in a night boat ; 
\hej came together in a carriage, lodked arms ; 
iifaey occupied the same state room together, 
idjoining mine ; she spoke to me before they 
retired aud I answered her ; I was on the ves- 
lel when they were called, previous to getting 
x> Albany ; was still on board after they lei'c 
lieir room ; I took the liberty of looking into 
iieir room ; as I was alone I got up and dressed 
nyaelf after they had left, just as the boat got 
jO Troy ; did not see them land at Albany, 
ta'w a bed made up on the floor, and no mat- 
xessea in the berths. 

It was in 1843 ; I started to see my mother 
n Rochester ; took my passage on hoard steam- 
x>at Albany ; Mr. F. and Miss C. came on 
x>ard ; saw them in the state-room hall to- 
^tber, and Mr. F. left her for a while, and Miss 
l7« spoke to me ; she said they were going to 
:ake a litrle turn together ; Mr. Forrest and 
llisfl Cliflon went then into a state-room, and 
[ discovered it was next to mine ; I heard after- 
irards a little noise ; heard Mr. F. kiss her ; 
leard Mr. Forrest's voice ; in the morning 
ivhen the waiter called that the boat was near 
A.lbanj, heard Miss C.*s voice first ; when 1 
^t up and dressed me, feeling a little interest 
n the matter, I looked into the room and saw 
iiat the mattresses had been taken out of the 
berths and a bed made on the floor, and had 
lie appearance of having been slept in ; 
leard them lock the door when they first 
irent in. 

By Mr. Van B.— Reside at No. 59 Grove 
itreet ; have been steward of steamboat Troy 
!br about two years past ; am a married man ; 
tieen so about twenty years ; resided two years 
lezt May in Grove-at ; before that, No. 284 
BleeckerHSt. ; before that, comer Laurens and 
MnceHits.^ when I lived in Bleecker-st I was 
m tteamboat Columbia as steward, between 
tears and Troy ; before that I lived with Hiram 
IfottfNa 83 Nassan-st, who kept a dining 
irfoon ; I was steward and carver ; before that 
[ was steward at the Revere Hoaae, where I 



was a year ; before that was two years at Croton 
Hotel, Broadway ; left because Mr. Moore, the 
proprietor, hired a man for less salary ; before 
that attended a cofl*ee and pie stand at the Ex- 
change in Wall-st ; did so for Benjamin Rush- 
ton ; I was so when I went up the river ; was 
with him about a year, he me paid $10 or $11 
a week, I do not know which ; leit him because 
he got a man for $6 ; so he told me ; I know I 
went in 1843, because it was the first time I 
went home since I was 9 years of age ; I was 
38 years old, last 4th July, my mother cor- 
rected me when I went home as to my salary, 
and I have kept tally since then ; I said to my 
mother I thought I was SO, and she said 29 ; 
my mother lives at Burlington, Vt. ; she lived 
at that time at Rochester, and my father did ; 
my father now lives in California, where he 
has been, as I have heard, about 4 years; saw 
him about 5 years ago ; he was a farmer at 
Gates near Rochester, owning his farm; under- 
stand he now keeps a Hotel at Ciilifornia; 
mother is a dressmaker ; I have three sisters 
and three brothers living, all the former and 
one brother living at Rochester. 

I first mentioned about Mr. Forrest and 
Miss Clifton to a gentleman the same evening 
we went up the river : do not know his name, 
and never heard it; understood he was a 
merchant; saw him in Charleston Hotel in 
1840 and 1841, and also at New Orleans; he 
spoke to me about it in the state-room hall, 
f>ome where about 9 o'clock; next mentioned 
it on several occasions after my return ; stop- 
ped at Troy to go to Rochester ; I was travel- 
ling alone ; stopped at Rochester four or five 
days, and came back to New York by way of 
Troy ; mentioned it to half-a-dozen persons, 
cannot call their names, think one of them was 
Davis, steward of Merchants' Exchange ; do 
not know his first name; he came m the 
spring and left in the fall ; mentioned it to 
the crowd among all the waiters ; did not tell 
it to Mr. Rushton ; was there to serve Mr. R., 
not to take liberties to converse ; stopped hi 
the Troy House when I went up ; I think I 
entered my name ; not certain ; do' not re- 
member the names of the other servants — 
they were called John and Joe, &c. ; recol- 
lect the name of Davis, because he was the 
steward ; next mentioned it at the Chatham 
Theatre to a man named Doughty, who had 
belonged to the Charleston Theatre ; we f^ot 
talking about things, and the names of Mr. 
Forrest and Miss Clifton were up ; he told me 
what he had heard, and I told him what I 
saw; Doughty was a supernumerary — what 
they call a theatre loafer ; never saw hun afVer- 
ward ; he used to come to my house for drinks 
for the actors ; do not remember after that 
ever speaking of it again until this morning, 
when 1 mentioned it to Mr. O'Conor ; I was 
subpoenaed night befbrs last, and w«nt to hiai 
this morning, and asked hun why I had been 
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subpa^naed ; that I did not know anything 
about it ; he said^We know better; I told him 
I did not know anything abont it, becauie I 
did not want to meddle in other people's 
broils, and come to Court ; I made op my 
mind after speaking to Mr. Doughty, and 
have been spoken to oy hundreds and thou- 
sands of people, but said nothing about it ; do 
not know wno is the man that subpoenaed me ; 
he read the subpoena to me, but did not tell 
me the point on which I was to be examined ; 
I told him I did not want to go to Court ; he 
said Mr. 0*C. would make me ; he laid 50 
cents down on the hat stand, and went out ; 
do not recollect that I told him I knew no- 
thing about it ; my impression is that I did 
not ; I was born in Rutland, Vt. ; cannot be 
certain, since I got the subpoena, whether I 
told my wife as to what I saw on board the 
boat ; think I never told her ; fold to no other 
person but her that I had got a subpoena : did 
not state what I have now to any person since 
I got the eubpcona ; did not think it right to 
circulate the story about town ; believe the 
boat left at G o'clock ; Capt. Macy command- 
ed the boat ; believe he is purser on board the 
Golden Gate, from Panama to San Francisco ; 
do not remember the clerk or any of th^ ser- 
Tants or passengers ; there were none of lat- 
ter on board that I knew by sight ; knew Mr. 
Forrest by sight 15 years ; knew Mrs. Forrest 
by sight ; she had been pointed out to me ; 
knew her then by sight ; saw her at West 
Point in summer of 1840, also since at Phila- 
delphia, Charleston and Boston ; was opening 
at Charleston a dining and drinking saloon ; 
knew Miss Clifton sometime before her death ; 
she introduced herself to 'me in 1888 or 1839, 
at Congress Hall, Saratoga Springs, where I 
was steward ; she came with her brother, or 
<me she said was so ; as I was steward, she 
said she wished to be comfortable and would 
be much obliged if I would take care of her ; 
I never visited her ; Miss Clifron, on board 
the boat, asked me if I was going to Saratoga 
again, and I answered her; believe it was 
June, 1843, as it strikes me I was home 4lb 
July ; Miss Clifton and Mr. Forrest walked in 
the stare-room haU ; she did not speak to me ; 
she cast her eyes on me with one of her an- 
gelic smiles ; she did not bow to me ; they 
iken went down to supper, as I did ; after- 
ward came up ; remained a while in the state- 
room hall, promenading, about half an hour; 
she took a seat, and he left her for a short 
time ; she then, as I walked past, spoke to me, 
and asked if I was going to S.iratoga ; I said 
no, and asked her if she was going; she said 
no — she was going to take a short turn round 
with Ned ; she did not know where they were 
going ; Mr. Forrest, soon afterward, came up, 
and they joined arms and went to their state- 
zottQ, and locked themselves in, and I thought 
I would go to mine ; they did not take a light 
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to their state-room, as I san^ they renuiod 
talking about half an hour after tliiBy ii«itl 
their state-room ; did not hear them agiii I 
morning ; when the waiter knocked at At 
door in the mominff and told them thej w 
near Albany, first heard Miss Clifton'! tm; 
she said, ^ Come, Ned, it is time to get of 
heard, after that, Mr. Forrest's voice, but ■ 
not hear what he or Miss Clifton said ; M 
the door unlock when they went oot; 
were talking when they went oat ; ^ Ml 
hear the subject ; do not know whether Ifc 
Forrest played that time at Albany; doMt 
remember seeing any bills that he m ^ 
play ; do not know what was the play »t^ 
Chatham Theatre, when I was theie; ^ 
Clifton 4id not play there. -^-» 

Geoi^e Weir, sworn — By Mr. 0*C--''^\ i 
side in Ndw York ; was on one occas'^^V 
No. 628 Housfon-st; in January, 1851- } ^ 
Mr. Slamm enter the house with a lady ^ g) 
afternoon, which attracted my attention'' \t | 
I determined to find out the character ^ 
house ; I had known the lady for some , 

and supposed her of good standing ;^^ ^ 
Slamm was an old friend of mine ; I 

with a friend ; we went in without an ^^ 

duction ; there was some little oppositi 
first ; they said they did not know wl 
were, and it was usual to have an iDt__ 
tion ; we insisted upon remsuning ; calle^:^^ 
a little wine, paid for it, and left ; saw 
ladies there; do not know who they 
had not seen them before, and have not 
them since ; went there late in the aftern^J 
nothing passed between myself and the 
my object was to ascertain the characte^^" 
the house; the conversation was such aS' 
tween gentlemen and to ladies who were 
over nice ; one of the ladies was rather a 
good-looking woman, of middle age; Ifoi 
an opinion of the house ; went into wb- 
suppose was the parlor ; cannot recollect 
conversation ; it was rather, some of it, 
loose description — such, I tliink, as a 
woman would not use. 

Henry Placide, sworn — By Mr. 0*Cv 
acquainted with Mr. and Mrs. Forrest ; 
actor ; first became acquainted with Mr. 
and through him with Mrs. F. ; occasioa ^ 
visited them in Twenty-second st, and at ti -^ 
dined with them ; might say I was intimtt^^ 
the house ; when I dined there stayed K0^ 
times one hour and sometimes another* f. 
sometimes slept there ; when I did not w»^ 
go away about 1 2 o'clock, or so ; slept at t^ 
house perhaps six or eight times ; when I ^ 
so we oroke up sometimes at two and sooi^ 
times three in the morning ; there was o^ 
occasion when we stayed up all night ; tJtf 
had been a party of ladies and gentiemenf ai 
Mr. Forrest said to myself and Mr. Wil 
Jones that if we would remain there wonUt 
some wild ducks for supper, and we beUorH 
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ly of the sweet things ; think our party 
fr. J. and myself and Mr. and Mrs. F. ; 
irise I went out and took a walk, and 
\ went out and swam his dog ; we re- 
d to the house, but did not breakfast 
; think the last act we did was drinking 
t julep ; think Mr. F. asked Mrs. F. to 
them for us ; knew they were brought 
rere drank ; Mr. Jones and myself left, 
Ir. and Mrs. Forrest retired ; do not rcc- 
that any servant waited upon us in the 
; think we were in the dining-room; re- 
•er Mr. and Mrs. F. being to Europe ; 
I there several times after their return ; 
t say whether as frequent as before ; 
kept any account of them. 
Mr. Van B. — Have a bad memory as to 
cannot say when the party was in which 
up all night ; should say it was before 
vent to England — cannot say; there 
3kboat thirty ladies and gentlemen to the 
—think about an equal number of each ; 
suppose it to be about seven years ago ; 
I resided in Warren street, and Mr. 
itt the Battery Hotel at that time ; the 
r supper was served between 12 and 1, 
3 second supper about 2 ; it was in the 
or the fall ; think it was after day-light 
we rose from table ; the window-shut- 
dl been closed, and some one opened 
ind said we had sat until after daylight; 
n sat about half an hour, got the mint 
sukd left; never slept at the house when 
arrest was away ; have frequently vis- 
!x^. Forrest since the separation ; have 
t;«d Mr. Forrest; have no feeling against 
»x-re8t ; do not know that I have drop- 
• company ; he has not spoken to me the 
ee or four times I have met him, and 
^ he has dropped mine ; have supped 
ST times with Mr. and Mrs. F. ; have 
Crs. F. drink at table, wine, champagne, 
lerry, when asked to do so; do not 
Lihat I ever saw her drink brandy and 
porter, or mint juleps; do not think I 
idd to Mr. Van B. that I have seen her 
brandy and water and mint juleps ; have 
ler smoke, perhaps half a dozen times, 
lies* cigar, or cigarettes, made of tobacco ; 
at Twenty-second street, in the dining- 
; I have not visited her for the last eight 
ke weeks ; live out of town ; was in town 
five weeks ago ; saw Mrs. F. at the Irv- 
!ousc in November, and left in Deoem- 
merely called upon her out of respect ; 
jieneral rule, I believe Mr. Forrest had 
patation of keeping early hours; I have 
there till 12 o'clock, and knew I was 
ig him up, and left, although I had no dis- 
in to go to bed myself; I was then a late 
r ; think Mr. Forrest has been present 
I have seen Mrs. Forrest smoke, and 
ieen her hold her cigar to his for him to 
do not know that I ever saw her with a 
ugar in her moatli to smoke. 



Thursday, Jan. 15 ; 84th day. 

Virginia Sinclair, sworn — By Mr. O'C. — 
Said he called her lest something might be 
stud why he did not 

Wilness^Am sister of Mrs. Forrest ; was 
15 last May^ the youngest of the family ; re- 
member that Mr. and Mrs. F. went to England, 
but do not remember the year ; my memory 
is not distinct as to occurrences previous to 
that time ; have not spoken to Mr. Forrest very 
often since his return from England, unless he 
first spoke; he has not done so often; the 
persons who usually kept Mr. F.'s company 
when he was home, were Mr. Stevens, Mr. 
Lawsoo, Mr. Carr, Mr. Montgomery, butcher; 
Mr. Smith, baker ; Mrs. Forrest usually at- 
tended to him ; he had very little correspond- 
ence with the servants; he communicated 
through Mrs. Forrest; Mrs. F. made all his 
professional wardrobe ; never knew of hb, 
Richard AVillis being locked up or concealed 
at Twenty-second street ; he could not have 
been without my knowing it ; saw him c^ten 
there, but not concealed ; he never gave- me a 
lesson at anything ; never told •Mrs. Bedfi>rd, 
(Mrs. Underwood) thai Mr. W. was concealed; 
never caught hold of her to prevent her going 
into the bed-room because Mr. AVillis was 
there ; never told Mrs. U. that Mr. R. W. was 
going to give me a lesson in the library or any 
where else. 

There were two sofas in the drawing-room ; 
they were placed between the windows ; the 
place between window s^nd fireplace was oc- 
cupied by a large picture, that came nearly to 
the floor; a sofa could not be plagsd there 
conveniently ; the diagram shown is correct 
as to the lower part of the house ; the windows 
of the drawing-room (the back room) were 
always kept shut ; Mr. and Mrs. Voorlues are 
in Italy ; they went 26th July last ; I was here 
the first day; was present a month or six 
weeks since, when a gentleman paid a visit to 
my sister at her rtsidence ; he sent up his 
card. 

By Mr. Van B. — First went to school, to 
my recollection, at Sheffield, Mass. ; was there 
a year or two; have not been to school since 
then ; have received instruction home, from 
Mrs. Forrest ; have had no other teachers ; do 
not know who paid my school bill, but think 
Mrs. F. did ; believe Mrs. F. paid for my 
dresses ; think that was always the case since 
I lived there ; do not know whether the money 
came from Mr. Forrest, presume she pot 
it from him ; do not remember ever hearing 
her say she did ; do not remember Mr For- 
rest sending money to pay my schooling ; since 
I have been in this country 1 have always lived 
at Mr. Forrest's ; did not come with Mr. and 
Mrs. F. to this country ; came wich my father 
and mother after they did ; I was three years 
old ; do not remember it ; at Twenty-second 
street I slept in the third srory ; retired about 
eight or nine; nsoaUy roie about seven or 
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eigbt ; had there been any one concealed in 
the faoase I think I should have heard eome 
ene speak of it ; did not he<ir any one do so ; 
do not recollect the fall of '48 ; kept no dates ; 
do not recollect of Mr. Richard Willis plepp- 
ing in the house ; think he did not ; if he had 
I should have heard of it ; Mr. Forrest had 
other friends than those I have named ; do not 
know their names ; Mr. Raymond never slopt 
in the house ; think I shouhl. have heard of it 
from the servants if he had ; Capt. Howard 
never slept in the house that I know of; never 
knew of Captain Calcraft being there very 
late ; think the two pofas always stood between 
the two windows — they may have been moved, 
but that was their usual place ; the window- 
blinds, as I hive said, were almost always 
ahnt; there wore green blinds to the piazza at 
the library, which were almost always shut, 
except one; Mr. N. P. Willis visited Mrs. 
Forrest occasionally — perhaps as often as once 
a month — think not so often as twice a month ; 
Mrs. Willis was someiimes with him; Mr. 
Placide sometimes visited at Mr. F.'s, as did 
Mr. Godwin and Mr. Bryant. Mr. Macrea^ly 
▼isiced there once, but I did not see him ; can- 
not tell how long ago it was ; have no idea ; 
think Mr. Jamieson never visited at Mrs. For- 
rest's ; never heard of his beinjr there ; I usu- 
ally dined with Mr. and Mrs. Forrest ; it was 
at three o'clock when he was acting ; when he 
wa9 not, it was later; cannot remember any 
time when I saw Mr. Forrest and my sister 
Margaret (Mrs. Voorhies) in the house ; re- 
member when Mr. and Mrs. F. separated ; I 
was living at the house ; Mrs. F. did not tell 
me the reason they separated, nor did Mr. 
Forrest ; 1 went, then, to live with my sister, 
■Mrs. Voorhies; remained there till Mrs. F. 
went to live in Sixteenth street, and I went 
there with her, and always remained, and 
went with her to the hotel where she now is ; 
recollect Mr. Richard Willis being at the house 
in the day time ; he was there frequently — 
sometimes ; believe he was staying at the time 
with his brother ; do not recollect ever seeing 
him in a bedroom there ; think I would have 
known it if he had ; he never spent part of 
the evening with me alone, nor in the library 
with me alone, nor in any other part of the 
house ; Capt. Calcraft may have dined with my 
sister when Mr. Forrest was absent ; think I 
Bever was present; do not remember ever 
hearing of it ; Mrs. Forrost made Mr. Forrest's 
dresses as loog as I can remember — ever since 
she oame from Europe ; do not remember the 
jmir ; do not remember ever seeing Mr. N. P. 
Willis and Mrs. Forrest alone in the library ; 
never saw Mrs. Bedford let him out 

SlUn Lawless, sworn — By Mr, 0*C — Sin- 
file; was living with Mr. Wilson, No. 142 
Mercer-st., in 1850; recollect a woman com- 
ing there, who had the use of a room for part 
of a day ; oannot tell the name of the man she 



came with ; presume I had seen him befa^ I k 
but had no Knowledge of him; she w«ii||i 
the third story, back-room ; it had twoia 
dows in the rear, and one window leading In 
dark bedroom ; cannot tell the time she eia; 
think it was in the evenin«r, abont 6 or ^ 
when the left ; cannot say for certuo, bi 
think there was a gentleman in the 
when I went with a pitcher of iced 
cannot say ; nothing was done to the 
that 1 know of; do not know but 6ometla| 
was done to one of the back windows and Ai 
small window to the adjoining room; thf 
were covered with a small piece of new 
lin ; do not know but she fixed them hendf; 
they were not usually covered ; I did not pi 
it, and do not know who did ; the muslin w 
fastened up either with pins or tacks ; I n^ 
have been twice and may have been tbfi 
times ; do not know but the second tiaie I 
went in was to carry her something to Ml; 
the curtains were* not up before she came,iai 
cannot i^ay, but believe they were not then 
when she left ; do not know who they la 
longod to; would not know the gentleos 
again, I think, if I ^aw him. 

George Boyd, sworn — By Mr. 0*CI— 
Cabinet maker; was acquainted with SM 
Greenwich-st., when kept by Mrs. Ingersol; 
sold her a bill of furniture, and went toed- 
lect the money for it; saw Mrs. Ingenol; 
did not go to see any one else ; the men 
engaged, at times, three or four weekf| to 
fit the furniture, part of which came htm 
Philadelphia, np ; was there, at times, to 
perintend them ; saw two or three ladies thoii 
but only knew the name of one, who caflli 
herself Mrs. Clayton, who came with her to 
select the furniture ; do not know from Wf 
own knowledge what was Mrs. Clayton's oocfr 
pation ; she told me she had been marrisi; 
saw alro another lady there who said her 
was Mrs Russell ; knew it by her oonung ll 
buy a bill of furniture afterward of me; 
gentlemen come there two or three timea^fl' 
I was directed to go into another room iddi 
they went into the room I was in ; it wutf 
that they should not see me; it waseariyb 
the evening, in winter, when I went to Jo^ 
after the men ; it was done, I believe, bjlb 
black girl who came from Mrs. Ingersoll fin 
Philadelphia; think it occurred three tiaf 
altogether, there and at Houston-st.; thai 
were beds in the room ; I was engaged, at di 
time, putting up bedsteads and looking glaMI 
&c. ; did not see the gentlemen except si i 
their clothes and hearing their voices; tlii^ 
there was no other woman but the blaick 
man ; cannot call to mind any act I snri 
either house to recc^nize her mode of Jik 
she gave a reference, when I trusted her i 
money, and I called to inquire ; nevar 
anything outside of the house by wbi^ tolf ( 
show ; did not return to the bedroom ts if 
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Aowledge, on anj occasion, after the gentle- 
Ben bad lefc 

Mrs, Mary Raymond sworn — By Mr, Van 
Iw^— Seside at South Norwalk ; I am a wi(]ow ; 
Aire a granddaughter living with me ; I have 
▼ed there upward of 40 years; I have four 
hildren living ; I know Mrs. Flowers ; she 
aij^ed at my house nearly three months, by 
erne of Elmendorff ; it was 7 years ago. She 
Mne sometime in April and remained till the 
ISt of June ; she was confined at my house ; 
O not know the exact time, but she remained 
Kree or four weeks afterward; recollect 
lothea being sent to the child ; she told me 
objected to.) They were a merino cloak and 
»p ; was after the child was born, to go to 
few- York; she received letters as ofien as 
nee a week when she was at my house, and 
be nrrote letters directed to Miss Margaret 
findair, I should think, as much as once a 
reek ; never saw anything lewd in her con- 
eiwation ; nothing but what was becoming in 
ny respectable lady : never heard the neigh- 
ors say anything about her, to my recollec- 
on ; do not recollect ever hearing anything 
grainst her while she was there, or against 
er truth and veracity ; everything appeared 
l&in ; I should believe her under oath ; am 
ot personally acquainted with Mrs. Harriet 
ITliite ; she lived at that time about a quar- 
Mr of a mile from me; do not know when she 
ift Norwalk ; know what the neighbors gen- 
relly said about her ; what they said was not 
men to her credit 

Fjiii>ay, January 16. — Thomas C. Smith, 
Hporn. — By Mr. Van B. — Reside in Twenty- 
inth street; am a builder ; know Mr. and Mrs. 
'orrest ; have known them since the spring of 
847 ; visited the house very frequently ; was 
bere sometimes once or twice a week, and 
ometimes once in two weeks, as occasion re- 
nired ; have seen Mrs.. Forrest at different 
tiher places — at Mr. F.'s place at Yonkers, 
nd otner places; do not recollect any partic- 
iljur occasion at seeing her at Fonthill ; saw 
ler there on several occa^nons. 

Q- I^id you see her smoke ? 

A- Yes, at Twenty-second street, and Font- 
all both ; I have seen her smoke the small 
igar, and I don't know but the large ordinary 
igars ; I have seen her drink wine and punch 
—think one time whiskey punch ; do not think 
\ ever sawher drink mint iuleps or brandy. 

Q. Have you seen her lying on the ground 
It Fonthill ? 

Objected to. Mr. Van B. did not expect to 
Ik>w any adulterous intercourse, but her gen- 
mU conduct ; that she was seen by witness 
wing on the ground in an indelicate position. 
Kr. O'Conor asked if it related to any of the 
penons named. Mr. Van B. said not Mr, 
D*C* jaid there had been no general charge ; 
if llMre had been he wonld luiTe objected to 
it. TtuBj now propose to state occurrences 



as witnessed by an acquaintance of Mr. For- 
rest, and in his employment [In the testimony 
of Miss Sinclair, Mr. Smith was erroneously 
stated as a baker by occupation.] Mr. Van 
B. contended he had a right to show general 
conduct. The Ck)urt thought, as it did not 
relate to any of the parties named, it was 
irrevelant 

Witness — The time I saw Mrs. F. drink a 
glass of punch, Mr. F. was not present ; he was 
not present at Fonthill when she smoked, as 
I thought, an ordinary sized cigar. 

W. C. Bryant, sworn. — By Mr. Van B. — Am 
one of the proprietors of The Evening Past ; 
know Mrs. Forrest: have known her ever 
since she came to this country ; knew Mr. For- 
rest longer ; think I became acquainted with 
Mrs. F. from being acquainted with Mr. F. ; I 
called on her ; Mrs. Bryant was acquainted 
with Mrs. Forrest ; the last time I spoke with 
Mrs. Forrest must have been about two years 
ao^o; should think Mrs. Bryant had called upon 
Mrs. F., or met with her, very lately ; Mrs. 
Godwin is a daughter of mine ; Mr. and Mrs. 
G. visited Fonthill with his wife ; it may have 
been three or four years ago. 

In February, 1850, 1 was consulted by Mrs. 
Forrest in relation to a separation ; understood 
from her at the time, that Mr. O'Conor had 
been employed ; that is my recollection, but 
my memory is not very perfect ; it appears 
from letters shown, that he was employed ; this 
is Mr. Sedgwick's letter; prior to 9th Febru- 
ary, 1850, Mr. S. stated to me the manner he 
proposed to procure a divorce ; I spoke to Mrs. 
Forrest about it, and communicated to her 
Mr. Sedgwick's proposition, so far as I under- 
stood the nature of it ; I made the communica- 
tion at the suggestion of Mr. Sedgewick. 

Lemuel H. Tupper, sworn — By Air, Van B. 
— Am agent of the Troy and New York Steam- 
boat Company ; have -been agent for nineteen 
years for different companies; recollect the 
steamboat Albany running as a day boat ; she 
was commanded by Capt Jenkins most part 
of the time ; she ran when a day boat from 
New York to Albany ; she was changed into 
a night boat, with hurricane deck and state 
rooms ; she was hO changed in the winter of 
1843-44; after January 1844; finished along 
in April ; she first ran as a night boat ; I think, 
in the spring of 1844 ; as a day boat, she had 
no state rooms on deck, only a small ladies' 
saloon aft, no berths, there were berths be- 
low ; Capt. Macy commanded her when she 
first ran as a night boat ; he is now purser of 
the Golden Gate, on the Pacific. 

Mrs. Mary Sturges^ sworn — By Mr, Van B. 
— Reside in Brooklyn ; have a family, know 
Mrs. Flower ; her husband is a brother of mine } 
I live with my mother ; Mrs. Flower viidted us 
lately ; lier husband and herself did so about 
18 months since ; they were there nearly threo 
months and left in October ; she was ill at 
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Qpr house, confined ; I have called on her at 
the Mansion House since the has been here 
now ; the child she has now with her, was the 
one born at our house, while she was with us ; 
I saw a good deal while she was there ; never 
saw anything lewd, immodest or improper ; I 
knew nothing except what I saw ot her; 
what I heard of her was good ; from the char- 
acter I had of her, should have no hesitation 
in bellevin<; her under oath. 

Saturday, Jan. 17. — Thomas W. Gale, 
snrorn — By Mr. Van B. — Reside at No. 11 
Cottage-place; have been a merchant, but 
declined busineei); was a merchant here in 
1843; knew Mr. Forrest then ; do not k(iow 
if I saw him in July of that year ; the check 
shown, 5th July, 1843; payable to my order, 
fbr $75, and indorsed by me, we believe to be 
his check ; it is on the Bank of America, dated 
at New- York ; by reference to my books it ap- 
pears to have been received on that day. 

John M. Cowperthwaite, sworn — by Mr. 
Van B. — My occupation, in 1843, was book- 
keeper in the Bank of America ; know Mr. 
Forrest ; he kept an account in our Bank ; 
the book shown is his pass-book ; the check of 
July 3, 1843, dated at New-York, for $100, I 
believe to be his ; Another, 5th July, for $50, 
I believe to be his ; and a third, to Wisner & 
Gale, for $75, 1 believe also to be his ; have 
not had the last in my posi-ession ; on examin- 
ing the books find the two former were paid 
at the bank on the days they were dated. 

The Court thought that if Mr. Doty is to be 
believed, he must have been mistaken in the 
year. Mr. Van Bnren said if they will fix it 
in 1844, they will show he was a thousand 
miles from hero. 

Mr. Van B. asked for an attachment for 
Mrs. Germaine. Mr. Van B. said he had rea- 
son to believe she will be here. 

Hiram Williamson, sworn — By Mr. Van B. 
— I reside at No. 160 Barrow-st; am a mer- 
chant; have lived here fifteen years; my 
place of business is No. 161 AVest-st., William- 
son & Vail ; I know William M» Doty ; have 
known him since 1846 ; so far as I have heard 
his name brought in qnestion it is not very 
good. 

Q. From what you know of his general char- 
acter, would you believe him under oath ? 

A. Would not like to do so in any matter in 
which he is interested. 

John L. Moore, sworn — By Mr. Van B. — 
Am at present an agent ; know a gentleman 
named William M. Doty ; became acquainted 
with him, I think, in March, 1845 ; he applied 
tome for a situation as steward, which 1 gave 
him, and he continued to July, 1846. 

Q. From the general speech of people would 
yon believe him under oath ? * 

A. From what I have heard of him, sir, I 
could not. 

Thomas White, sworn — Beside at Brooklyn, 



No. 29 Myitle-av. ; am a house painte 
lived in Brooklyn 6 years, 1st or 2d Jm 
have Uved there all the time, with the 
tion of three or four months in New ( 
in 1848 ; knew Mrs. Anna Flowet 
have not seen her here ; believe herh 
name was George Wm. Flowers ; I 
with his mother in Brooklyn, and wh 
^oing to New Orleans, she gave me i 
duction to them ; was in Now Orleanii 
t\!n weeks; boardt-d paitol'tbc tiiuo 
and Mrs. F. ; did not see anything « 
improper in her ; did not hear any a 
ill of her in New Orleans. 

Q. — Now from what you heard of ] 
would you have any hesitation to be! 
under oath? 

A. — ^Not the least, sir. 

Monday, Jan. 19. — Chauncy Smit 
By Mr. Van B.— Reside in West Br 
my occupation is the salt fish trad 
Wm. M. Doty ; have done so about 
five years; cannot say positively ai 
time ; have heard people speak agai 
and people fbr him ; the general i 
should say, was bad ; from the genen 
about him I would believe him under 

Francis C. Bertine, sworn — By 1 
B. — Am a butcher in market ; have ai 
quaintance with Mr. Doty ; have so fo 
five years ; have heai'd considerable a 
man ; a^ to his general character, as f 
door speech, but little dependence, I 
could be placed ; supposed the gem 
racter is rather unfavorable. 

Robert Forsyth, sworn — By Mr. V 
Am an oyster dealer ; know Wm. 1 
have done so four or five years ; can 
until since this case, I have heard any 
different of him. 

By Mr. O'C. — From all I knew an 
of Mr. Doty, except since he has been 
ed here, I would believe him on oath. 

By Mr. Van B. — Since the trial 
heard some people speak favorable ai 
unfavorable. 

Mrs. Frances H. Gennaine, sworn.- 
Van B. — Reside at Troy ; am a wid 
husband's name was John P. ; am a 
Mrs. Deming ; I was in this city in th 
*48, and stayed at my sister's Mrs. Der 

Q. — AVas your attention called at a 
to any thing at Mr. Forrest's house ? 

A. — One time I was about retiring 
a gentleman with light complexion; 
know who it was, with his arm aroui 
Forrest's shoulders ; their backs were 
window ; they were in that position ai 
minutes ; it was between 1 1 and 1 2 o' 
night ; the lady had been pointed out 
^S&s, Forrest ; I had seen her in the 
and had also seen her in the library yn 
Forrest ; the lady went to the table am 
and th6 gentleman followed her ; they 
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ed in that position foar or five minates, and left 
^'tke room ; ber face was then toward me and 

I saw her dbtinctly, by the gas light which 
J Has o?er the table ; they left the room together; 

llie gentleman passed his arm around Mrs. 

_ Forrest's waist and they so left thej room ; the 

'gentleman was not Mr. Forrest; Mr. Forrest 

. Has not in town ; he was from town, playing 

an engagement, do not know where ; when 
' tllej moved round to the table I could also see 
'^the g*>titleman's face ; I called the attention to 
'it of Mr. and Mrs. Dfrnin^;; I had not looked 
'^bat for a moaient when I called them; they 
^ were in an adjoining room. 

Elizabeth Deming, sworn — By Mr. Vati B. 
f — My husband's name is Egbert Deming ; re- 
^ lidea in fall of '48 in Twenty-first st, where I 

am now ; the garden fence of Mr. F.'s house 

came azainst ours; Mrs. Germaine called my-^ 
' adf and Mr. D. to see Mrs. Forrest and agen- 
( tfeman standing in the librar}' ; the gentle- 
, flian was standing beside her with his arm 

• tlurown around her shoulders ; their backs were 
' towards me ; they then changed their position 
I and went round the table, which brought their 
' fibces directly toward me ; the gas-light was 

• Erectly over tlie table ; could then see their 
f ftces distinctly plain, as I previously could 

tlieir backs and the position in which they 
•' .stood ; the lady wasMre. Fori est; the geutlc- 
^ man was N. P. AVillis. 

■ By Mr. 0*.C. — Had never spoken to Mrs. 
' Forrest or to N. P. Willis ; had often seen Mr. 

■ Willii betore ; never been in the same room, 
'■ in company with him ; have frequently seen 

lum in the htrt* et ; have seen ]\irs. Forrest's 

• Toungest sister ; never seen any other female 

■ belonging to her family ; never saw two ladies 
f al once in that library ; could very distinctly 
i see into the library of an evening when the 

gas light was lit. There is a French window 
' mat opens to the piazza like a door ; it was 
( throoffh that I siiw them ; the other window 

was aJso open ; we have lived in the house we 
! do nearly foar } ears ; I was fii"st supocnacd last 
: Satunlay. 

By Mr. Van B. — Knew Mrs. Forrest by her 
I being pointed out to me, and seeing her in the 
f library with ^Ir. Forrest. 
$ By'Mr. O'C. — It was the fall of the year; 
J cannot say which month ; it was cool weather; 
3 we kept our T\in(lov»\s closed. 
r" Thomas C. Smitb, recalled — By Mr. Van 

Buren — ^lade the diagram here shown, of 
i house in 22d-6t. ; [it was shown to the jury] ; 
i; when you stand in hall of third story you can 
Ibave a full view of the kitchen stairs. 
i I had a conversation with Mrs. Forrest, in 
B! which the difficulty between Mr. Forrest and 
d lb. l^lacready was mentioned ; she said they 

■ did not disagree on that point; she agreed 
^ with Mr. F^Aat the manner in which he had 
' tiaed Mr. Forrest he could not forgive him ; 
' abe agreed with Mr. Forrest in relation to it, 



except as to the tone of the card he issued at 
Philadelphia; it was in January, 1849, the 
January previous to the time of their separa- 
tion ; she said she thought the language of the 
card stronger than she admired. 

Think I heard of the intended separation in 
January; Mrs. Forrest told me. [The wit- 
ness said he was wrong as to the time ; it was 
some where about March when they thought 
of starting again on the building at Fonthill, 
which had been covered up for the winter ;] 
Mr. Forrest never spoke to me about it. 

By Mr. O'C. — The conversation as to Mr. 
Macready was at the time she spoke to me of 
the separation ; there is one fence dividing Mr. 
F.'s house in Twenty- second st. from Mr. De- 
ming's in Twenty-first st. 

By a Juror — Should suppose it to be about 10 
feet from the rear of Mr. Forrest's house to the 
rear of Mr. Deming's house ; the depth from 
22d to 21st St. is about 19G feet, of which the 
two houses occupy about 96 feet. ' 

By the Court — The line of vision from the 
centre of the rear of Mr. Forrest's house to the 
nearest rear window of Mr. Deming's is an 
elevation of about 25 feet 

Geo. Roberts was called by Mr, Van B. — 
Witness did not answer. 

Mr. O'C. put in evidence four letters, being 
a continuation of Mr. F. to Mrs. F. 

First : Boston, Oct. 18 — Your letter came — 
Saturday evening, beautiful ; in it you wore 
not forgotten. How very nicely you packed 
the wardrobe. Thanks my dear Kate. 

Second ; also Boston : Will leave here for 
New York on Saturday. The dresses arrived, 
and all is right. 

Third : supposed to be written August, '44. 
Wish you to pack dresses for Lear and Wil- 
liam Tell, &c., and bring them. If Jenet does 
not come fix>m the country, might leave house 
alone. 

Fourth : In '42 — says received letter — glad 
she is going to see Mr. Phalon — would be glad 
to accompany her notwithstanding his objec- 
tion to going out to company. Plow wonder- 
ously devout you have been — go to church 
twice on Sundays. Instead of laughing at you 
1 say amen. 

Fifth: Tremont House in 1849— Glad to 
hear she wont to hear llev. Dr. Dewcv ; how 1 
miss you as I walk in the Paik ; in a few days 
more will have the plea^jure, &c. 

Sixtfl : From Rochester — Speaks of going 
to Bufi'iilo. 

The letters, as were the previous ones, 
were couched in terms of much aifection. Of 
course the above is merely stating a few of the 
points. 

Joseph Staples, sworn — By Mr. O'C. — Knew 
Mr. Rushton, who kept under the Exchange 
at one time ; he got it from my firm ; he com- 
menced there ; he took possession from us in 
April, 1844, and then purchasft4^^^^^D^s^ 



• 



96 



tablbhment ; think he lefc in 1848; this book 
will not show. 

Bj Mr. Van B. — Mr. Roshton is now in 
Ohio, near Sandusky; remember Mr. Doty 
being with him ; there were ten or twelve em- 
ployed there altogether ; Joseph G. Dutcher, 
Darkeeper, deceased — another, John DoUner, 
who was at Second Ward Hotel ; think I have 
a pay-list, bat not certain ; do not know of any 
waiter that was there at the time ; will endeavor 
to ascertain. 

James M. Sanderson, sworn — By Mr. 0*C. 
— ^Keep College Hotel ; know AVm. M. Doty ; 
have known him all of eight years ; have had 
some business to do with him the |>ast year ; 
do not recollect that I ever heard him spoken 
ill of till within a few days ; during the period 
I had been acquainted with him, never heard 
him spoken ill of; would have no hesitation to 
believe him under oath. 



Tuesday, Jan. 20. — ^Mr. 0*Conor called 
Mr. Longdtreet, but he did not answer. He 
had, therefore, nothing further to offer except 
as to the point in relation to whether or not 
the jury are to pass definitely, under the new 
law as to trying divorces, upon the whole 
question, including amount of alimony. On 
looking again at ttie law, his impressions are 
confirmed that they ought to do so, unless 
some arrangement could be made by which to 
have the result conform to the old rule. He 
thought the proper and judicious course would 
be to have the jury pass upon the whole. 

Mr. Van Buren said he had not had time to 
look into the matter, and at this stage of the 
proceedings it is unexpected. All they can 
do, if it is offered, is to object 

The Court thought the best way would be 
to let the jury pass upon it 

The question was then as to the value of 
Mr. Forrest's estate, as related to alimony. 



Mr. Whitely, recalled.— By Mr. O'CoMti 
— Have a general knowledge of Mr. Foi 
property in 21tt and S2d streets. 

Mr. 0*0. said to the witness not to tike ii 
consideration the lot and house in which i 
Forrest's own residence was, and say as tolll| 
other six houses and lots, what are they n^l 
sonably worth ? 

Mr. Van B. objected. Allowed. 

A.- From my knowledge of up town pMf»l 
ty, should suppose them worth $6000 or im 
I'ach. His residence in 22d street, i 
back 196 feet, suppose worth $18,000 tf 
$20,000. The estate on Fonthill M 
$55,000 ; the Covington estate near Ciseb' 
nati, the most beautiful site in the se^ 
borhood, should suppose to be worth $2SjNl 
He also owns some property comer Laseiii 
1/h streets, which I should think vtfk 
$15,000 or $20,000 ; do not know anyUngil 
the Michigan property or any other reil»l 
tate of Mr. Forrest, nor of his personal pM|*| 
crty. 

by Mr. Van B. — As to the income of F#' 
hill property, Mr. Forrest could best aufS 
that ; do not know whether there b any iocQM; 
there is a farm upon it ; as to the Coving^ 
estate, it is 47 acres ; I had it four yean ft 
shares ; a wild estate cannot produce mock; 
brought Mr. Forrest in debt ; left it beeasn 
Mr. Forrest broke his agreement; he coft* 
menced legal proceedings, and I resisted, and 
finally left; do not know what is the valtistt 
the Cincinnati property; it is two stores on I 
good corner ; have not been actiye in the can; 
would like no know what the counsel means bj 
that ; Mr. Van Buren said as he had not baei 
active, it is no matter. On an inquiiy of Mr. 
Van B. as to what countryman he was, til 
witness said he was an Englishman. 

Mr. Longstreet, recalled. — Shoald mpptB 
the painters were at work nearly three neeb 
after Mr. Forrest moved in. The tettiMij 
then closed. 
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fat Mp. Forrest was 

ijectures might ba made 

ais entirQ innocence — you 

^ lie went there to watch any« 

nii own famil J, and took a front 

joA nippoie he even went there as 

, it only proYef that ho went there and 

iOn met him, and there is nothing on 

ft verdict, could be founded. 

, to Miss Clifton, she is the only person 

. M in the complaint as to whom testimony 

been given, ohe is dead, and not able to 

kin, and the Jury should weigh the evi- 

j)e with great scrutiny. 

Jhere is the testimony of Mr. Allen — he 

fied that they played in the same pieces — 

- felled together — occupied at Norfolk bed- 

. B8 leading from the same parlor, and the 

i at Providence — he saw him ki^s her once 

id there was an attempt to make it appear 

hb bed was once unslept in, but it was 

lained by his showing that Mr. F. had ta- 

a long walk that morning and the bed 

it have been made after he went out. Mr. 

net Mr. F. coming in as he went out In 

ird to the kiss it was not asked him where 

X)k place, but it is not probable that persons 

uded to commit adultery whea a man was 

Is to what Mr. Allen saw in regard to the 

\ of Mr. F. to White st., he stated that he 

lelf was in Miss C.'s bedroom and he ac- 

rledged that he had seen no- part of her 

•n — there was a servant present — no one 

' think of charging Mr. Allen in tha t case. 



p^ved to exist between her and the various 
parties who visited her in the absence of her 
husband. The counsel went over the whole 
evidence upon this point, and argued from il 
the criminality of the parties implicated. In 
closing Mr. v an Buren said : 

She (Mrs. Forrest) has never let an oppon^ 
tunity go by to set herself forth as an unpro- 
tected femsue. She says in her affidavit : 

" This deponent has no male relation in the 
United States of America, nor any eonnecticm 
except the said Edwin Forrest, nor hath she 
any mend whose society or protection she can 
claim or receive, except her two sisters — ^the 
saxd Margaret Yoorhies, and her other sister, 
Viipnia Sinclair, a minor of tender years." 

Now what is the case that she is defending? 
She had a father once, but she got Mr. Law- 
son to send him out of the country. It is nob 
entirely fair, then, to turn upon us and claim ' 
that the absence of that protection should ex- 
empt her from justice, who have been, then^ 
her most intimate friends ? Who have been 
the men with whom she has had the most close 
connections ? 

The man was Mr. Andrew Stevens. Let- 
ters hiave been produced here, and an inter- 
course kept up long afler theii^ separation. I 
hold a note in evidence in my hand now. — 
[The letter requesting a loan of $25.] Money 
is [requested of Stevens. It is not usual to 
borrow money of a gentlemen, to write to him 
frequently, to offer to repay, if he is not_^|. , 
those intimate terms. But 
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THE ARGUMENTS. 

On !B^nday, the twenty-sixth day of the trial, 
\ testimony was declared closed on both 
w, and Mr. Van Buren, for the defence, 
nmenced his argument. 

rhe Counsel congratulated the Jury on the 
mi nation of the testimony — much of it 
y have appeared irrelevant, but the parties 
re sensitive as to their standing before the 
blic. 

rhe parties were married in 1837; lived 
;ether 11 or 12 years happily ; they anrreed 
•eparate in Dec. 1848, and did so in April, 
4D. There is no contradiction of this, nor 
there that his conduct towards her throu^h- 
t was of the most kind and affectionate 
aracter; he loved her, and thus situated he 
it her away ; and she consented to the sep- 
itjon. He had no difficulty whatever with 
y person. He put her away to the house of 
•. Godwin, where she denired to go. He 
1 silent for months afterwards, and allowed 
$1 ,500 a year, and this wasarjjrued againbt 
tbAt he had no faith in any of bin charges. 
^'I pays her $1,600 a year, and yet he 
^^9 and ttill believes, she had been an- 
' to him. 

I 
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Without any intention on his part for dl" 
vorce, he removed to Philadelphia* Hefonnd 
sub5cquently that it had been oharfired th« 
separation was caused by fault on his part 
He came here and inquired of her if she had 
pUced such reports in motion, and ho got 
evidence that she had done so. It became 
necessary and was understood by them thai 
there must be a divorce, and a negotiatiaa 
commenced betvireen them, Mr. Sedgwick waa 
applied to, and Mr. O'Conor finally, on the 
part of Mrsl. Forrest, declared nothing conld 
be done inconsistent with the idea of her in- 
nocence. Mr. Bryant, a good man, and a mo* 
tual friend of the parties, was applied to, and 
thH Consueto letter and other evidences, placed 
in his hands. Mrs. Forrest had agreed to a 
divorce. In a letter of Mr. Bryant, of Febi 
G, be says he has read the memorial, and tha 
charges are to be great indiscretions of behave 
ior — does not necessarily imply guilt ; he said 
he had advised Mrs. Forre^t to let Mr. Forrest 
take a divorce from the Pennyslvania I^iegia- 
lature, and he hai reason to believe she h 
ready to follow the adviue. 

Neither Mrs. Underwood nor Garrin stale 
any specific charge, but great indiscretioii, 
strengthening the testimony. 



a 134Si this book 

By Mr. Van B.— Mr. Riuhtoii h now in 
Ohio, near Sandusky; remember Mr. Doty 
being with him ; there were ten or twelve em- 
ployed there allogether ; Joseph G, Dutcher, 
barkeeper, deceased — ^another, John Dollner, 
who was at Second Ward Hotel ; think 1 have 
a pay-lilt, bnl not certain ; do not know of any 
waiter that was there at the time ; will endeavor 
to ascertuo. 

Jamea M. Sanderion, aworn— By Mr. O'C. 
—Keep College Hotel ; know Win. M. Doty , 
have known him all of eight years; have bad 
gome business to do with hioi the past yea 
do not recollect that 1 ever heard him spoki 
ill of till within a fen days ; during the period 
I had been acquainted with him, never beard 
him spoken ill of; would have no he&itatii 
believe him under oath. 

TDEBD4Y, J.^N. 20. — Mr. O'Conor called 
Mr. Longittreet, but he did not answer, 
had, ihereFore, nothing further to ofTor eJi 
as to the point io relation to whether oi 
the jury are to paaa dufinitely, under the 
law as to tiying divorces, npon the whole 
que-ition, including amount of alimony, 
looking ^ain at tbe law, his impreesions 
oonfiroied that they ought to do so, un 
- t ftffip flrrangcmcnl could be made by which to 
uJiTsTitTmjteult^conromi to the old rule. He 
bat she refused to~a[ielia?iiciQU_aconrae would 

Mr. Forrest then oommence 
divorce in the Court at Pennsyl^ 
' loB retuni to this city, the whola artillery of 
the law WHS let loose upon him— charge < ' 
■iehfonog to take her beyond tbe seas, ne 
injanction, and a suit for limited divorce 
to tbe latter, h was abandoned, and the 
pud, and all the rest of the oppressive 
■gainst bim set aside by the courts— the only 
one remaining beini; injunction as to the suit 
ia Fbiladelphia, which tbe Judge retained, but 
ii in Supreme Court, not yet argued. 
. Then came ihid case, tbe third entered by 
Mrs F. We put in answer. 

It in for you (o try the issues. I shall say 
aothing as to alimony. Tbe first issue is sato 
whether adultery was committed by defendant 
In this Stale, or elsewhere — and asto residence 
.—the statute says wherever may be the resi- 
dence oftbehuaband, the wife has a right to file 
« bill in tbe State wherever she is ; wherever 
defendant was a resident at the time uf tbe 
eommencement of the action. 

In the first place, did defendant reidde 5th 

Sept. 1S50, when this suit was commerced, in 
rfiiit State ? It is an issue which we regard of 

Kme moment, if he was a resident of Penn- 

jj>]vania. 

ISexX, hu he coDuniUed tbe adolterj chai^- 



_.. Whitely, recalled.— By Mr. O'C* 
— Hhvo a g«nenl knowledge <tf Mr. For 
properly in Slat and Sid atreeU. 

Mr. O'C. said to thewitneaanottotaksi^ 
consideration the lot and bonae i 

)*■ own residence was, and lay aitoa 
iz houaea and lots, what are tbrf i^ 

mably worth? 

Mr. Van B. objected. Allowed. 

my knowledge of up town pr 
ty, sbuuldaappiue tbem«ortbS80D0 or|M 
tach. Hia retidence in 22d street, nndL 
back 19S ffet, suppose worth S18,0Na 
$20,000. The eitate on Fcnthill j 
£>S5,0U[I ; the Coving^ton estate i 
nati, (be moat beauLful site in 
burhood, shoald suppose to be worth WM 
He also owns aome property comer LiatH 
I, which I should think r*^ 

5.000 or S20,G00 ; do not know ■: . " " . 
the Michigan prop«»rty or any other ndt 
tate of Mr. Forrest, nor of bis penoul fr 

. ^ Mr. Van B.— As to 
hill praperty, Mr. Forrest could best ■ 

that ; do not iaow whether there is bdt '~ 
there is a farm upon it ; as to tbe C 
eatale, it ia 47 acres ; I had it fiiur ;, 
shares; a wild estate cannot prodnixH 
brought Mr. Forrest in debt ; left it tM 
Mr. Forrest broke his agreement; ill 
meoced legal proceedings, and I retidi^ ' 
finally left; do notknow wbatistbeni WVfi 
■ '■ ' two itOl^Ml' 



Cincinnati property; it u two stolM^^I 

woman. There is no charge or p**^ 
impropriety occurmd aa Uf 

.„„,.„ aen unknown. ... , 

As to the character of' the hoogt-^tU^ 



but 

,s to the character o^ the honse — U*^^ 
gersollsaid she kept a boarding house, tii^^'l 
and their wives fooaided there tomedC^L 
iliy, BometimFB a week, and wmetimeal^^ 
Her niece, who resided thera 14 months ^^ 
ed that she never heard or knew nT mlf^^ 
riety. Since the attention of the Poliea '^ 
called, and produced, and Ur. Wier, aid ^ 
physician, all gave teatimony — nothin 
disturbance, want of order, o 
was shewn. 

But suppose the defendant ■* ^ ^ 

dangerous would it be to oonTict 4 femit^l 
adultery, on such grounds? * 

As to the house in S2d atreet, v^ til 
street, evidence has been given as tn !■■# 
riely in former, and the visitof Dr. Kch,S 
ing his coach at a distance, M lattjer, art ^ 
ken of— and auppow a gentleman wmmmV 
the steps, as the policeman said l^r. t, M 
would It not be wrong to oharf^ a* hara T . 

Mrj. Ingersoll awesrs Mr. P. know MlHiV 
person in tbat bouse but henelC— alie U( kil 
I, but she never saw or V^Md aqj jif 
I, and nenr M)v^M-,htvdar 



a that rt 



person t 



It came in or went ont witk Mb 
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— ^ .^^ ^p. Forrest was 

.wi*^ C-^res might ba made 

\wa cu^^r^ innocence — jou 

dhe iren^'^^Viere to watch any, 

. lui own {atni^y , and took a front, 

uid mpi^e 1(16 even went there as 

I it only pTOves that he went there and 

JOB met him, and there is nothing on 

. a verdict could be founded. 

i to Miss Clifton, she is the only person 

ftA in the complaint as to whom testimony 

1>een given, ohe is dead, and not able to 

lain, and the Jury should weigh the evi- 

jLce with great scrutiny. 

Inhere is the testimony of Mr. Allen — he 

ified that they played in the same pieces — 

veiled together — occupied at Norfolk bed- 

ua leading from the same parlor, and the 

le at Providence — he saw him ki^s her once 

Ad there was an attempt to make it appear 

fe his bed was once unslept in, but it was 

ilained by his showing that Mr. F. had ta- 

i a long walk that morning and the bed 

^t have been made after he went out. Mr. 

met Mr. F. coming in as he went out In 

ard to the kiss it was not asked him where 

3ok place, but it is not probable that persons 

snded to commit adultery whea a man was 

Vb to what Mr. Allen saw in regard to the 
t of Mr. F. to White st, he stated that he 
self was in Miss C.'s bedroom and he ac- 
wledged that he had seen no^ part of her 
on — there was a servant present — no one 
Id think of charging Mr. Alien in that case. 
pact Mr. Forrest in the entry as he was 
ing out, and Miss Clifcon sun^ out to him 
le had done to Allen ; there is no ground 
biarge against Mr. Forrest on that account. 
8 to the testimony of Mr. Foster, at Alba- 
Kq said he saw a person standing at, or 
ing out of, the door of a room directly op- 
te his ; the gentleman wns walking away, 

he heard a cry or sound, and a person 
nod the door, and the gentleman went 
k to the door and spoke to her, anfl as the 
Dess tamed, he feaw the gentleman going to 
room adjoining, and that he had nothing 
but a cloak that he could sec, and hh shirt ; 
I that they were Mr. Forrest and Lliss Clil- 
. The iury will remember that Mr. For- 
; and Miss Clif{on travelled together fre- 
ntly, on engagements. There is no evi- 
ce that the room Miss C. was in was a bed- 
n. 

Ir. Van Buren argued with mm^h foroe and 
snuity that not one of the char^ji^s of car- 

intort^ourse with cither of the |)artie8 
KM I liad iHicn in the reinoteyt dcgiMic sub- 
;tiatcd by proof. 

[c tlien proceeded to consider the alleged 
linaiity of Mrs. Forrest,, exhibiting all tlie 
imony asainst her in the strongest light ; 
ded to the '* Contaelo letter," the intimacy 



proved to exist between her and the various 
parties who visited her in the absence of her 
husband. The counsel went over the wholo 
evidence upon this point, and argued from il 
the criminality of the parties implicated. In 
closing Mr. van Buren said : 

She (Mrs. Forrest) has never let an opp(»^ 
tunity go by to set herself forth as an unpro- 
tected female. She says in her affidavit : 

" This deponent has no male relation in the 
United States of America, nor any connection 
except the said Edwin Forrest, nor hath she 
any friend whose society or protection she can 
claim or receive, except her two sisters — ^the 
said Margaret Voorhies, and her other sister, 
Viipnia Sinclair, a minor of tender years.** 

Now what is the case that she is defending? 
She had a father once, but she got Mr. Laww 
son to send him out of the country. It is nob 
entirely fair, then, to turn upon us and claim 
that the absence of tliat protection should ez.- 
empt her from justice. Who have been, then^ 
her most intimate friends V Who have been 
the men with whom she has had the most cloM 
connections ? 

The man was Mr. Andrew Stevens. Let- 
ters have been produced here, and an inter- 
course kept up long after their separation. I 
hold a note in evidence in my hand now. — 
[^The letter requesting a loan of S25.] Money 
IS [requested of Stevens. It is not usual to 
borrow money of a gentlemen, to write to him 
frequently, to offer to repay, if he is not on 
those intimate terms. But it b to the social 

Dualities of Stevens, and to the satisfaction ahe 
erived from his company. What has been 
her intimacy >vith Mr. Burr ? She has been 
there once a week, as Burr says, talking with 
liim in the most unreserved manner ; meeting 
Forrest there upon one occasion. What has 
iHjen her intimacy with Mr. Lawson ? Why, 
she says Mr. Lawson is the only man she knew 
as the friend of her father, that could break to 
hun the knowledge of her separation. 

Again, what becomes of Mr. Bryant ? Bnr- 
ant was the friend who advised her what to do 
in re^rard to this matter, and had comoliunicat- 
ed with Mr. 0*Conor about the managemeol 
of this case. Mr. Bryant has not visited Jier 
for a year and a half. Tell me, if you can, 
what has lefl her without a single male com- 
panion, when all around her were once thoae 
of her most influential friends. What fan 
caused it ? Why could she not retain them in 
this hour of trial V Whether or not it was a 
business association, she has so arranged her 
affairs that slie presents hei'self as a perBon 
without any male companion. I have been lor 
many yeai^ a public jirosecutor, and I ne^er 
recollect, ui)on an important trial, that there 
was not a charge of conspiracy on the part of 
the public prosecutor. A conspiracy on the 
part of the plaintiff is universal, and so univer- 
sal that I have sometimes been made to imagine 
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this m ight be the caao here, but h.-wc seen one 
fink af^cr another of this conspiracy fall to the 
grmind- A conspinwy to do ^yhat ? A con- 
i|>iracy by a man in thu midst of liappincss, 
in the prime of life, in the posso^ssion of an 
adequate fortune, at the head of a respectable 
prorcasion, dolinjij on his rrife up to Dei'itmhcr, 
18, 1848, for nine eonsecutive yiiaiN — a eon- 
^iracy it must 1k' ar'^ueti by means of cornij)t 
tastlmonv to dcfijnuU^ and destroy hi*r cliiirac- 
•Br, to blast her fame and his own ha])pinc>s 
ifself ! A eonspiraev to d(?strov the I'eiation 
which he had lived so hajipy under. 

A conspiracy to break up the home which 
he describes with such fond affection, and this 
by means of corruption of witnesses, I had not 
juppascd eourajje (jnough on the part of the 
public prosecutor to continue such a charge. 
It 18 not usual with advocates to obtrude their 
awn personal char.icU^r upon the Court, but I 
must say such hjts been my connection witli 
fMa trial that such a thing Ls impossible to have 
occurred without my knowledge, without my 
participating in it. J have not put upon the 
itand a witness of whose truth I was not en- 
tirely satisfied. 

QLOBINO ABGUMENT OF MR. O'CONOR FOR 
MRS. FORREST. 

The excitement to obtain access to the Court 
Room this morning was greater than on any 
preceding day of the trial. Shortly after nine 
cTclock the galleries were densely packed, and 
long before the time arrived for the Chief Jus- 
tice to take his seat, every nook and comer of 
Ae room was occupied by members of the Bar 
end persons of note connected with the Press, 
and other learned professions. Mrs. Forrest, 
Mrs. N. P. AViUis, Mrs. Parke Godwin, Miss 
Yiiginia Sinclair, and a number of other ladies 
were in Court. Mr. Forrest, his friends, and 
oonnsel occupied their usual seats. 

At ten minutes past 10 his Honor took lils 
isat, and directed tne Jury to be called. 

At twenty minutes past 10 the Chief Jus- 
tice noticed Mr. O'Conor to proceed. 

Mr. O'Conor rose and addressed the Chief 
Justice: 

May it please the Court — ^It was Observed 
alt an early stage of this cause, that certain 
things misht possibly arise, of which it was 
Teiy possible some complaint might be made. 
No complaint has been made on our points. 
Policy dictated to me not to complain, even if 
a flense of right and propriety had not taught 
me the necessity of an avoidance of any ob- 
■erfation, except when some material point 
oame up in the trial, on which it was necessarj^ 
to trouble the Court I took every care to 
KwM the ribald jest, or anything thing that 
might excite the ribald laughter, m a case so 
deeply affecting and so deeply afflicting, and 
n interesting, not only to tne administration 
of jastice— not merely in this State, or this 
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Union — but a case which will bo road m U 
Parent Countir, and wherever the £b^{ 
language is spoken. 

This very exciting and protracted 
which had so severely taxed the patieiia 
the Jury, drew to a close, and nothmg nowi 
inained but for the counsel for the phuntffitl int^^ 
present such argum(;nts to the Jury as lajA ^^'^ 
be necessary, and these should be ppeaoill iir'-i^ 
with as much brevitv as the very amDGn^^ 
materials in the case would permit Ti^|toj 
sliould be present(Hl calmly and dispassionai^l '^ 
although there may be :?ome difficulty intep *^ 
(>ning the. argument, as it is much eaner tob 
ten than to speak. 

Tlie gentlemen of the Jury on thiscatt» 
cupy a position of some importance. Tkq 
had to decide in a case in which the lighia 
many persons were involved, for it musth 
lK)me m mind that the other side had tda 
judgment by default against all within tia 
reach, and convicted everj'body of perjury » 
cept Ed^vin Forrest. The Jury have in tia 
hands the destiny of many persons. Tbq 
have old Mr. Sinclair and his wife, letiredfroi 
their profession, and only waiting to dropiii 
an honorable grave. Then they have Vov 
hies, according to the other side, the £itfaeri 
blackguard, the mother a prostitute, and tfaflk 
infant child a bastard. It is true they are not 
here, but in the sunny land of musio — Itiiji 
the lady studying the art of music to adoB 
the imagination, and improve the monditf 
society. Then the young Virginia, a mtm 
perhaps in years, but only a chud in manual 
and appearance, and all their destinies are ii 
the hands of this Jury, as the arbiters of tk 
fate of Mrs. Forrest 

Mr.. O'Conor next adverted to the testimoay 
of Mrs. Underwood, and to what she said whei 
speaking of Mrs. Forrest, that she was, prewi- 
ous to the separation, but little better than u 
upper servant in the house of her lord. Tb 
question of Mr. Forrest's citizenship m «» 
nection with the evidence of his voting at Weit 
Chester, and claiming to be a citizen of the 
State of Pennsylvania, was discussed by tiia 
learned counsel at great length, and seTeral 
eases cited from the books to prove that Mr. 
Forrest was a citizen of this State. The qpei- 
tion of Mr. Forrest's guilt as charged with jfis 
Clifton, was next taken up, and Jkir. O'Coaor 
alluded to the circumstance that Mr. Forreat 
had been placed upon the stand, and had not 
ventured to deny his guilt with that woman. 

Mr. Van Buren made an objection to this 
line of argument, as Mr. Forrest had not an- 
swered, under the objection made by , the 
counsel. 

The Chief Justice said that it would be bel- 
ter for Mr. Van Buren to make a note at any 
explanation he m^ht desire to make, and re- 
serve it until Mr. 0*Conor was finished.- 

Mr. O'Conor next took up the eridenoe cf 
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and in reply to thft observations of Mr. 
Buren that if any such transaction as 
testified to could have happened, the of- 
ig parties would have been mobbed, ^tr. 
lor said that it would require much less 
lood to enter a state-room in the manner 
bed than to enter a brothel at noon day, 
applying for a decree of divorce in the 
►f New York. There were two facts 
ng out in the testimony of Doty : either 
or did not happen before the 4 th of July, 

It was clearly established that Doty 
listaken as to its being in 1843 ; and then 
up the evidence of Dr. Quackenboss, 
estified that during the greater part of 
Jar 1844 Miss Clifton was very sick, and 
d attended dmy by day upon her, up to 
time in September. The doctor was in 
lance, on the side of the plaintiff, for 
time, and not called ; and tnen, when a 
on arose as to whether the occurrence 
Bed to have happened was in 1844, he 
eady for the otner side; and then the 
lavo the doctor's book disappearing sud- 

from his gig ; it is true the doctor had 

the book to Mr. Dougherty, a gentle- 
•nly known to the jury as the travelling 
inion of that amiable child, !Mrs. Ann 
:p — not the only flower which Mr. For- 
is been busy in culling, here and there, 
7hich to make a boquet for the benefit 
i community. To return to the doctor 
is book : it yvas gone from his gig, — and 
3 knew of its being there except Dough- 
nd Ann Flower, who were in the confi- 

of the doctor, — just at the moment 
the book was wanted as a valuable wit- 
)r us. But are the jury prepared to say 
)oty had committed wilful and corrupt 
y ? If so, it was a most important con- 
1 to the cause of the plaintin, because it 
len follow that there were people ready 
illing to swear away the life, character, 
poperty of man and woman for money. 

this point of the ailment the Court 
. recess for a few minutes.] 

O'Conor said he would close his obser- 
8 in regard to the testimony, by saying 
. was rather due to Doty and due to jus- 
) have said what he (Mr. O'Conor) had 
lot because it was necessary for the set- 
it of the queytion whether Edwin For^ 
as himself guilty of adultery, but out of 
I to Doty. 

f with respect to the other evidence, 
was one striking observation to be made, 
independent of the evidence of Doty, 
fence of Mr. Forrest was most emphati- 
an inaction. Himself and his counsel 
t a most '* masterly inactivity." The 



rill hare observed not only tho. omission 
\j in the answer, but there is to. all in- 
and purposes a total omission to cross^ 
DO we mtneaaes, or to inise a mnrmur 
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against them, or excite the slightest doubt of 
the truth of any of the witnesses who had tes- 
tified to these facts. Mr. Forrest is charged 
at the outset with a kind of adultery, to wit— - 
the indiscriminate intimate of brothels — and 
this sort of charge is of the two more serious 
than the other. There is, indeed, some diffi- 
culty growing out of the characters of the wit- 
nesses on this charge, who were all bad, and 
yet the painty calling them could not say to the 
jury that, un(l(T au the circumstances, thej 
wore not entitled to the entire confidence of 
tliis jury. One is a keeper of a house of in- 
famy, who lives upon the wages of sin and ini- 
quity in the most shameful and demoralizing 
manner. The parly calling such witnesses 
could not assail tliom or make any attempt to 
shake their credit. Why, on this point, there 
was an old maxim in the law books which, if 
translated; would rcod — if you would give tes- 
timony concerning the doings of wolves, you 
must admit wolves as witnesses. The learned 
gentleman again adverted to the &ct that, in 
me answer to the complaint, the adultery 
charged had not been denied in such a way as 
would have entitled the plaintiff to a judgment 
In this view of the case, the evidence of Anr 
drew Jackson Allen, whose peculiarity of man- 
ner was matter of mirth to the other side, was 
taken up, and the fact cited that this witness 
was not even cross-examined and his evidence 
in no way impeached. After reviewing the 
testimony of Allen, the learned gentleman sud 
the jury might perhaps doubt if thQ last act of 
criminality naa been committed ; but if tlie 
jury should do so, then how inconsistent would 
they act if they assumed that the last act of 
criminality had been committed by Mrs. Foiv 
rest. The testimony of Dr. Hawks and his 
lady was next taken up, as also that of Foster 
in relation to the transaction at the Ea^^e 
Tavern, Albany. In all this testimony in re- 
lation to the close and intimate relations witii 
Mss Clifton, no attempt, said the learned 
counsel, was made by the other side to deny 
this intimacA', much less to clear the charactcnr 
of Miss Clifton. With these remarks tlie 
learned counsel said he had done with the evi- 
dence against that lady. It was not pleasant 
to speak ill of the dead; but there was, H 
would 1x5 recollected, no living being likely to 
be injured by the revival of these impntafaons 
on the character of Miss Clifton ; and, whilst 
lamenting th(^ necessity of laying the evidence 
against her before the jury, still it must be re- 
membered that it was done to save a living 
woman from disgrace and pollution. Miss 
Clifton has left neither husband nor cluld to 
share the odium of her name ; and, althmudi 
it is a maxim deserving of all praise to reftain 
from speaking ill of Uie deao, yet he (Mir. 
O'Conor) must remind the yir^ tlbak 
cautiooB alkXcmnlt ^^i^a TDaf\& \o «n^^ 
ceBnty'byiDa&un%^« ^lo^ «a 
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Forrest "and a certain .ictn»iw now doad^" 
without naming hor, and then the plaintiif yra» 
obliged to amend, and to Ix' monMiarticiilar 
by Mr. Forrest's evasivo «inHWor. j'hcy liad, 
tiSierefore, not done thi** without being com- 
pelled to it by tlie most <lire and alHictmg iiu- 
oessty. 

Leavmg tliis, theni would yet remain the 
most conclusive and tlie most overwhelming 
testimony of the guilt of Mr. Fomvst; for it 
was clearly established that fr^m 184G to jVIay. 
1851, a period of noArly four-and-a-half years, 
bo was the habitual friHjuenter of houses of 
prostitution. Is it possi])Ie, said the learned 
ge&tleman, that, in tlie nineteenth century, it 
Dccomes a man to argu(^ with rational men 
that this habit is the h)we.st kind of unworthy 
adultery. The jury would observe that, if the 
ovidonce of Mrs. IngersoU eouUl l)e relied on, 
then Mr. Forrest was the most patient and 
long suffering of men, who went to the house 
to say lus paternoster or always to be disap- 
pointed. No ; he not only merely went to the 
same house to Ix^ disappointed, but he followed 
tbc landlady to the otner house which she in- 
bi^bited, only to be again disappointed. In this 
connection, Mr. O'Conor would read the opi- 
oion of Sir Walter Scott, who, in a judgment 
on a similar case, said, " Men go to such houses 
for some other purpose than to say their pater- 
nosUr," But let that issue pass, and let this 
ladj have a divorce, unless the other side can 
adiAit it to have beeA proved that, if he is 
Uack, she is darker. Let these two issues pass ; 
bo (Mr. O'CJonor) would not say another wonl 
tbereon, but turn to the more important and 
woh remaining issue of Mrs. Forrest's guilt or 
innocence. 

In connection with this part of the case Mr. 
O'Conor took a review or^the proceedings of 
lir. Forrest, and his probable motives in setting 
\if the establishment of Fonthill ; his dispute 
mtb Macready ; the prejudices avowed against 
Englishmen; which quarrel grew to such a 
beight as to stain the streets of the city with 
blood and carnage. Mr. 0*Conor then went 
on to trace the events of their quarrel during 
tbe four months when the separation was re- 
solved, and previous to its being carried into 
effect by the removal of Mrs. Forrest from the 
bouse in Twenty-second Street to the residence 
of Parke Godwin. 

The day of their actual separation was May 
Ij 1849. It was by the facts adduced that 
Mr. Forrest meditated a cheap mode of dis- 
po^ng of his wife, although that mode might 
pcoye very dear or very costlv to him, or to 
qis honor, if she is the vile thing he would 
baye us believe, still, however, it is a self- 
erfdent fyci that he did desire to dispose of 
Im wUe at this cheap and reasonable rate. At 
'tta9 poriod it was also evident that Mr. Forrest 
W0. no belief or any suspicion of the guilt of 
ijg wiff^BSjr, mane, be had not tbe least 



doubt of her pruJence or chastity ; and b 
was not in a position, if he bad deared, tD 
make any charge impeaching either. "Wd, 
the boarJing-house pn»ject faded ; and hot? 
why, in consequence of the strong remofr 
strance of this lady, almost amounting toi 
ivfusid. The next stop was to si^ttlc 3ie aS- 
n)ony — as J-iawson technically terms it — 9d 
here the counsel on the other ddc claims fir 
Mr. Forrest great libeitility; and I have not 
said one wonl cigtiinst Mr. Forrest in relstiai 
to that §1,500. The jun' could not but reed 
lei;t. howevitr, that four diflerent propootioB 
were made whilst this treaty was gomg on; 
and that first the oHer was as low as an anrnntr 
of $500 per annum and a house said to be 
n>nted for about $375; and in her reply to 
this oiler did not Mrs. Forrest show a reason- 
able spirit of forbearance towards Mr.Forrert? 
Did not the way he received her remonstrancei 
ap])roach as much to madness as to tbe oppo- 
site of liberality ? The lady, in hor answer. 
claimed morc^ ; she requested $2,000, sod sa^ 
she could not live, in any kind of style eqttl 
to the rank and |X)sition of her husband, for 
less. It will be observed by tbe Jury tint 
Lawson denies the soft impeachment tbaihe 
proposed that the allowance should be $2,000. 
Mrs. Forrest is thus treated after the sepaok 
tion; she, a repudiated harlot, according to 
the statement here made, for her ixnpotad 
impurity, under charges which, if true, snooid 
cover her with shame and in&tmy — pcnnitkad 
to share the bed of her lord for four nymthi. 
and then sent by her lord to the house of i 
respectable family — she thus makes her tenu 
and n!ceives the allowance of $1,500. These 
things are to Ita added to the other proo^ to 
show that IVIr. FoiTcst had not, at that time, 
any imputation on her honor or any suqndon 
of her chastity. The next evidence which 
should be laid before the Jury was a piece of 
writing wliich cannot lie — Lawson's £tter to 
old John Sinclair. And what is tbe answer of 
Mrs. Forrest, when she was shown a copy of 
tliat letter, " TTien why say a word about my 
honor, when that has not been questioned? 
Then we have Lawson's letter to Mrs. Forrat, 
saving that Mr. F. had seen the letter to Sut 
clair, and approved of it. What did be mean 
when, afler reading the copy, and hearing 
tliat the original had been sent by tbe steamer, 
he said, " Well, well, it is good ? " Is human 
testimony to have no effect, or have men loet 
their senses, if this Jury are not to believe that 
at this time, ]May, 1849, Edwin Forrest did 
not believe that this lady was as pure and iii' 
nocent then as when he took that bloomiiu; 
young ^1, at the age of 19, from her fiitiber^ 
side ? Then you have Lawson's attempi to 
effect a reconciliation between these partje^ 

glere the learned gentleman read letters fioB 
rs. Forrest to Lawson.] la this the linjijiff 
of a BbamftleBa MOimasi^ ^mftu tbe cMt ~ 
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I a friend, and telling him that she was 
willing he should become an enemy? 
here may be- noticed a trait in the char- 
of the Scotch — for we find Mrs. Forrest 
» to Lawson, " You must not touch me 
TO unpunished." And she, a Scotch wo- 
says this against a Scotch man, with a 
nowledge that he would be apt to resent 

•. O'Conner next took up the Forney 
-, and called the especial attention of the 
to the date, ''January 25, 1850." This 
ire was read, and commented on at great 
h, and the phrase, '' He will give hau his 
le to get rid of a hateful bond," 9§ an 
to bnbe any and every unprincipled 
.drel in the community to manu^ture 
nee a^nst an innocent woman. And 
laid Mr. O'Conor, is the production from 
en of an editor, of a gentleman, and one, 
lolding one of the highest positions, as a 
3 officer, in this country, llcre is a man 
$75,000 in his right hand, which he offers 
y one who will come forward to share it, 
ugh ten per cent of the amount would 
enough of the Anne Flowers to deflower 
lalf the ladies in the city of New York. 
what comes next ? Why, six days ailer 
eward is offered, we find Sirs. Underwood 
ag these horrible disclosures to Counsellor 
on, which so excited his surprise, that he 
^ he would as soon have believed it of an 
from heaven as of Mrs. Forrest" 
'. CConornext took up the history of the 
nation to the Legislature of the State of 
sylvania for a bill of divorce against Mrs. 
»Bt, a project which, he said, had, under 
le Providence, signally failed, and had 
bxx)ught before this Court and Jury, a 
cation so unfairly got up, and which had 
80 basely conducted. In this particular, 
tted Mrs. Forrest's correspondence, and 
cularly her protest to the Legislature, in 
i. she said '' she was read^ to appear in a 
. of justice ; " and on this the other side 
rounded a reproach to her, because, afber 
had filed a libel in the Court of Common 
i, in Philadelphia, she had refused to go 
I to be tried, and thus enable this rooster 
rht on his own spot, surrounded by his 
friends and associates. This she did not 
jnd hence she is charged with having 
1 to a lie, when, in point of fact, at the 
utmost, she had only violated a promise, 
tme, she was summoned to appear in a 
t in Philadelphia, a city in whicn she had 
Lends or connections, with the exception, 
ips, of the sisters of Mr. Forrest; and 
u^ she might have been treated fairly 
(, yet she declined to Co* And which of 
^uiy, if he were sued for a debt which he 
opt owe, and was cited to appear before 
Judge at Little Bo^ Arkansas, would 
ledin^ if he luKi his witeeBMi here in tibe 



city of New York ? So of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania. Why, he might as well have 
gone to the Legislature of Constantinople, if 
they have a Legislature there, [a laugh,] or 
he mi^ht have cited her before some C£^, and 
she might be as wortlhy of blame for not going, 
as before tliis Court in Philadelphia, where it 
was propos(;d to try two persons who were not 
born in that City or State, who were not mar- 
ried there, and one of whom had never been a 
resident. Well, ]VIr. Forrest went before this, 
which was a " friendly Court," at the learned • 
gentleman on the other side would say, and he 
had the Consuelo letter, yet he fajled to pro- 
cure the passage of a bill of divorce. It is true, 
he had not Ann Flower there ; nor did he 
bring up the accusation of guilt with William 
H. Howard, yet he utterly failed. 

Mr. O'Conor next adverted to the evidence 
which appeared subsequently, and which all 
came from the shop of Stevens, from whence 
Anne Flower came, fix)m whence Garvin 
came, and Kent came, and from whence Ste- 
vens did not come, but from whence he did go, 
and yet had not been produced b^ore uds 
Court and Jury. The same shop from whence 
McCabe came and went to the office of Mr. 
O'Conor and to Mr. Van Buren, althoua^ it 
is true that Barney only went to the Gutter 
place as an actor in a drama which had been 
rehearsed before him, in order that Mr. Van 
Buren might look upon him and tell him to 
clear out or to go grass. Barney had however, 
to play the part of Metamora, without the 
dress of Metamora, and the learned Counsel 
was to have poor Barney sent to him merely 
that the learned gentleman might say, '' Pll tell 
him to go to the old gentleman beiow." Mr. 
O'Conor wanted Barney for another purpose 
— he wanted him in order that the Jury might 
look upon him and form their own opinion. 
Then it was said, that he (Mr. O'Conor) had 
wanted to find Barney, and for that purpose 
had been walking in the Ninth avenue, and 
Barney had received a note informing him 
that if he called at tlie office of Mr. O'Conor 
he would hear of something to his advantage. 
With respect to walking in the Ninth avenue, 
Mr. Forrest knows very well it is in the regu- 
lar route from the house of Mr. O'Conor to 
his place of business ; that he had not been to 
look for Bamev, was not because it would have 
been wrong, but because Counsel don't do 
such thin^ themselves, but get others to do it 
for them, because they want ubiquity. 
jj^ Mr. O'Conor next adverted to the opinioiis 
of Mr. Forrest as evinced in his letters with 
respect to the massacre of Paris, in which he 
said, ^ AVhat a glorious baptism of blood was 
that of Paris,'' &c 

The next portion of the testimony was that 
of Lawson, his letters, &c. He haa aone into 
Uiis bu8inQBfi^ffitK«3il^Vi»3d^«x^i&>^'i«^\ 
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lord, and done his bidding in all things. Of 
Lawson's testimony there was only one portion 
wluch Mr. O'Conor would care to retain for 
comment before the Jury ; .that was, tliat Mrs 
Forrest had told Lawaon^that she had obtained 
from Mr. Forrest a promise to keep secret the 
cause of their sepamtion. The Jury must 
judge of that by the tact tliat Mr. Lawson says 
that it was the same conversation which Mr. 
Forrest had found no fault with her, and that 
she at the same time asked him to keep secret 
the cause of their separation. Here Mr. 
O'Conor would close on the question whether 
in December, 1849, Mr* Edwin Forrest had 
said something a^inst his character. It is true, 
there is a little bit of testimony, which came- 
from Mr. Burr, one of the followers of Mr. 
Forrest ; — and he stated that Mrs. Forrest, on 
a veiT short acquaintance witli him talked 
about living in a state of prostitution with her 
own husband, and from this the Jury were to 
infer that Mrs. Forrest intended to mjure his 
character, by unputing blame to him lor their 
separation ; and this is the polluted source from 
which the Jury are to find this woman guilty ; 
fiw the Jury must judge of a man by the com- 
pany he keeps, and here, said Mr. O'Conor, I 
shall dismiss the preceedings before the Legis- 
tatore of Pennsylvania. 

The learned gentleman next quoted from 
the life of Judge Story, by his son VVm. Story, 
(p. 500,) in which the son in order to convey 
his idea of the exalted character of his father, 
had compared him to Consuclo. [This pas- 
sage was not quoted and is in the original 
French, and too long for quotation.] And 
said Mr. O'Conor, it was because Mrs. Forrest 
had l£ud this missiye aside, instead of calling 
upon her lord to cut George Jamieson into 
one-inch pieces, or eat him up alive, one or the 
other of which Forrest would most certainly 
have done had he known of this piece of ab- 
surdity, that this pretended letter was produced 
against her. Would it not however, oe more 
natuTEd for the Jury to suppose, that if Mrs. 
Forrest had been the depraved paramour of 
George Jamieson, there would have been pro- 
duced letters written in plain prose, not in this 
style of poesy, but naming time and place, 
with other particulars. For the Jury must 
remember that it is not to the woman who has 
sunk to the lowest depth of degradation that a 
man addresses language like that in the paper 
before the Jury ; and if this paper was intend- 
ed as a confession of guilt, would Mrs. Forrest 
haye kept such a production, when she might 
easily haye destroyed it ? 

After a brief recess to the Jury, Mr. O'Con- 
or resumed his argument by reviewing the sub- 
sequent events in this history, and he began 
by quoting the bad qualities which the o£er 
side said Mrs. Forrest had inherited from her 
ancestors, lying, drinking, evil speaking of her 
haatmnd in ue lUacieSty baamesB, ff in no 



other. In this connection the attention of Aif 
Jury must be called to the &ct, that Mr. IWl ] 
rest (claimed for himself a sort of eminenee ■ 
a native American and all the witnesses ■ 
cross examined as to whether they are eitki 
Englishmen or descended from Englidma; 
the Jur}' must remember the evidence of Sfc 
Rich how he was pounced upon by the otls 
side in relation to his pedigree. How he 
swered " No ! sir, I am not an Englishman, h 
a native American." Ah, says the Counsel, bi 
your father ? *^ Oh, he was a native Amerioi 
also. And your mother ?" Why sbe was bn 
here also." Now the Jury must take this qw 
tiofl^of pedigree into their consideratioii, fii 
they may some of them be able to trace tkn 
descent from an Englishman and that may Ml 
be quite satisfactory to the other side, lb 
O'Conor next alluded to the different penM 
who had been chaiged in Mr. Forrest^ oq» 
plaint beforo the Legislature of Pennsjlvaai 
and the ommission of some named and tb 
addition of others in the charges now on triiL 
In this connection he noticed me charge 9asaA 
Professor Ilackley, who had been placed intk 
catagory by those who had been seeking and^ 
er Flower to amuse and instruct the pnUk. 

Having thus traced these proceedings don 
to the time of trial, the learned Counsel pio> 
cecdcd to examine what was the eindam 
against Mrs. Forrest, as developed in the testi- 
mony of Mrs. Underwood, Robert Grarvin, and 
the witness Kent, as to her smoking and ^brint 
ing. The learned counsel on the other sidi 
had said you must not apply the same ndei ti 
Actors as you would to other people or other 
professions ; and he (Mr. O'U.) thought tint 
there were peculiarities in all professions, ftr 
which allowance should be made. YThea a 
gentleman has the habit in relation to his gneib 
of staying up late, and keeps his lady op to 
minister to their wants, why he must not lie 
surprised if, at other times, a similar dcparton 
from strictness may be indulged in ; but iHat 
must be said of that man who spends his ni^^ 
with Stevens and others, and his momingi ii 
pious communings in the house of Caroline 1^ 
gersoU ? As to the testimony of Mrs. F o i w rf i 
addiction to the habits of drinking and SBBok- 
ing it all rested on the unsupported testinioBj 
of Underwood and Garvin, and the Jorf 
would yet see what that was worth. 

Mr. O'Conor next adverted to the oondn* 
sions which had been attenipted to be dimwB 
against Jamieson and Capt Howard from their 
absence at this triaL With respect to Jamieaoiii 
it was said he had been in the State of New 
York, and yet his attendance had not beei 
secured, '^o one could tell but that JamieBOB 
had heard of the Forney offer of a large aom 
to any one who could* be bribed into attempt* 
ing uie task of getting an admiaBion fioQi 
Jamieson, and it was yery easy to suppoae dat 
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away, or that a direct bribe might have 
given him by his present employers at 
Louis in the State of Missouri. 
» • Mr. O'Conor next took up the testimony of 
|B». F. Willis and that of his wife, to show the 
■iMnirdities of the many stories told by Kobert 
Qarvin and John Kent, especially in respect 
bo the sights which the former liad seen on the 
MDfi^ and his findinj^, £ts he said, the garter and 
haar pins. John Kent's facts which Avere ad- 
Diuttcd, were all true, but the inference he 
Brew f^m them was not. 
• ' Mr. O'Conor reviewed some portions of Mrs. 
VJnderwood's evidence, showing wherein she 
^ras contradicted by several of the parties in 
lihis cafie, and directly by several of the "wit- 
Besses. By way of showing her recklessness 
in making statements like that about Professor 
SiEbcklcy's coming " all of a sudden ** to the 
ftouso of Mrs. Forrest, in 16th street, in the 
nu^ht, at the rec][uest of his wife, for the health 
cr Mrs. Forrest, then being ill; and of the 
Kofessor's being " let out," on another occa- 
aon, " by a private way," — the only way, at 
that time, there was for anybody to go m or 
oat at. Mrs. Underwood swore that " Mrs. 
Forrest left Mr. Forrest in the month of May, 
1849, or thereabouts, went travelling four 
months, or thereabouts, and then she took a 
house, No. 102 Sixteenth street, where she 
now resides." 

Xhis was for the Pennsylvania legislature, 
and was intended to convey to that body the 
idea that she left his house, went rambling 
about for some four months, and then returned, 
and (as degraded women, under such circum- 
■tenccs usually do) "took a house." Mr. 
0'C!onor examined this statement, with refer- 
ence to the facLs in the case, and argued that 
it showed malice and disregard to truth, that, 
taken into connection with the rest of her 
evidence, should discredit her as a witness. 

Mr. O'Conor would now come to the last 
ch£4>ter in this case, that which charges Mrs. 
Forrest of being guilty with Capt Howard. 

Gapt Howard was the intimate friend of 
MEr. xorregt, and slept at his house, often, even 
according to the evidence of Anna Flower, by 
his invitation ; and was intimate witli Mr. For- 
rest's family by his introduction, and with his 
QOuntciiance. He never has slept there, ac- 
coitling to anv evidence here, smce Septem- 
ber, 1844, anc\ there has been no intimacy with 
the Forrest f'miily since. 

The evidence as to Capt. Ilowanl is all from 
one tangle witness, Ann h lower. The counsel 
would first examine the intrinsic incredibility 
of the stor}', and afterwards he would consider 
the contradictions. She says she came here 
from New Orleans twice from the pure love of 
justice. On her arrival what di<l she do? 
rHero Mr. O'C. alluded to the appointment at 
the Mercer Street House.] And all this, with- 
out the hope or expectation of compensation or 



reward. Believe this, if the jury could. She 
had no debt of gratitude to pay to Mr. Forrest 
And Mrs. Forrest, she testiiias, had ever been 
kind to her. When Mr. Forrest had failed 
before tlie Pennsylvania Legislature, he found 
it necessary to have more evidence, and the 
result was the advertisement for a woman of 
known bad character, who comes here vrith 
this carefully concot*ted story ; stopping at Ha- 
vana, and telling a falsehood to her own sister 
as to the object of her coming here ; and here 
the counsel adverted to the talse account she 
gave for the reason of tliis, — that her &mily 
had enjoined her not to say anything against 
Mrs. Forrest, — which her mother demed. 

Mr. 0*C. then took up the old tale told by 
Anne Flower, as to the alleged act of adultery 
between Mrs. Forrest and Capt. Howard, and 
examined each circumstance with reference to 
its probabihty. Asking Ann Flower for that 
night, for the first time, to sleep vrith her, — 
providing a witness for her own deed of shame, 
— ^and that, too, when the whole house was 
under her control, to do as she listed ; putting 
this subscribing mtness into her own oed ; — 
before going to commit the adulterous act, 
calling to the witness ; then disrobing herself 
in the same room, (leaving out the fact that 
the Counsel denies Ann Flower testified to, 
that Mrs. Forrest got into bed with the wit- 
ness,) and then going into the bed-room of 
Capt. Howard, to commit the last act of female 
dehnquency. Anna then goes into the room, 
and sees the scene, and weeps. Mrs. Forrest 
turns round, with perfect nonchalance, and 
says, " What *s the matter, Anna ? " Is this 
credible ? The counsel humbly submitted that 
it was not. 

The narrative shows, on the face of it, its 
fabricated character. It appeared so on the 
direct examination of the narrator, and the 
counsel felt satisfied with it before he com- 
menced the cross-examination. He then took 
up the story she told of her own connection 
vrith Capt. Howard, the loss of her virtue, &c. 
He reviewed the incidents of that very delicate 
story, and examined its credibility ; her refrain- 
ing from crying out, and that, at the simple 
request of the ravisher, &c., &c. 

As to the most vital part of this testimony, 
the participation of Mrs. F. hi this transaction, 
let us see the coiitradietions. And here the 
counsel referred to the evidence of Catharine 
Levins, which contradicts distiucdy the state- 
ment of Ann Flower, as to the servants hav- 
ing had the leave of Mrs. Forrest to go out that 
night, — as to Howard's staying there, that 
evening, long enough to do what Anne Flower 
states, and as to the occurrences of the next 
ni^ht, the party, &c., &c. 

Mr. O'Conor adverted to the pretence set 
up that afler this JVIrs. Forrest treated Ann 
Flower with a consideration that she did not 
uae towards her before, and showed that so far 
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as her work was ooncemod, she had more 
rather than less to do, afterwards. The solu- 
tion of die cause of Miss Margaret Sinckdr^s 
part in this matter, (in the absence of Mr. and 
Mrs. Forrest in Europe,) was then given by 
the counsel. To avoia the shame anil scandal 
to Mr. Forrest's house and family which would 
have been the consequence of a different 
course of conduct, she, with the assistance of 
Mr. Raymond, got her out of the house, and 
saw her conveniently taken care of. 

From the be^nning of 1847, Ann Flower 
was at arm's length from the Forrest family, 
and no intercourse with her took place be- 
tween them from that time to the giving of 
her evidence in this case. All payments 
ceased with the payment of the last sum 
agreed on between her and Raymond, acting 
for Howard ; and there was an end. In 1843, 
when Ann Flower called on Mrs. Forrest, in 
New Orleans, and told her that she wanted to 
lutTe scxnething done for her by Howard, did 
Aq obtun anything frcxn Mrs. Forrest ? Not 
A penny, and this, if there were any secret to 



be kept, at a time when it was most n 
it should be kept 

SaTUBDAT jASitLi 

4 o'clock P. M. The Judge after 
charging the jury instructed them to 
and bring in a sealed verdict on Mc 
morning. 

Monday Jan. 26, 185L 

The Court and jury were in attendance j 
few minutes past ten, when the Clerk 
over the names of the jury, to which 
usual response was given. The foreman 
asked if they had agreed on their vc 
He replied that they had. It was o( 
and read as follows : 

The jury find that Mr. Forrest is ^ 
adultery; that he was a resident of 
York and not of Pennsylvania ; that Ua] 
Forrest is entirely innocent ; that; the 
of alimony allowed Mrs. Forrest be $3(H)0i| 
year. 

The Counsel on both sides were 
as were Mr. and Mn. Forrest 
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REVIEW. 



It is proper for me to say, that I have no personal acquaint- 
ance with either Mr. or Mrs. Forrest, and I certainly have no 
sympathy with either party, beyond the ordinary concern 
which eveiy man ought to feel for the triumph of justice and 
truth. "Were Mr. and Mrs. Forrest the only parties interested 
in this trial, I should not, perhaps, deem it worth while to 
meddle with it. But society has a stake here. It has assum- 
ed a shape in which every husband, and father, and master of 
a home, has a deep and vital interest ; nay, in which every 
member of society may be directly affected. 

The right of trial by jury is undoubtedly one of the great- 
est safeguards of justice that the State can guarantee to its 
members. But even this ceases to be a safeguard, in the same 
ratio that popular opinion justifies a jury in departing from 
the sacred rule of deciding according to law and evidence, and 
allowing sympathy and prpt^dioe to dictate a verdict. 

If a jury may disregard the rules of law and eiddence, and 
allow mere inference, guided by prejudice or sympathy, to 
influence its decisions, then a " court of justice" may become 
as ridiculous a farce as the old barbarous method of detecting 
innocence and guilt by the water ordeal, by dissecting corpses, 
and by the entrails of beasts. 

In relation to this Forrest divorce case, there is not a com- 

Setent lawyer in the world who can honestly sav that the ver- 
ict is in accordance with la/u) and evidence. His sympathies, 
or his prejudices, perhaps, may approve of it; but, when he 
speaks as a lawyer, he is compelled to say, that the charges 
were not proven as declared by the verdict. And there is a 
wide spread impression on the minds of many of the most 
candid and virtuous portion of community; that Mr. Forrest 
has been deeply wronged by this verdict, and that if not a 
popular, at least a very busy opinion has greatly abused and 
misrepresented his character. 

His enemies, in this suit, have stretched every nerve to rep- 
resent him as a man of coarse and vulgar manners, and an 
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ignoramus. The man who for many years has been the high- 
est ornament of a profession requiring surpassing genius, and 
who was the pride of the American nation, spoken of every- 
where as a gentleman and a man of honor, to whom his coun- 
trymen were proud to oflFer public dinners and every testimo- 
nial of respect, is all at once abused as a fool, a knave and a 
ruflSan. Now which was correct, that public opinion which 
judged him by his genius and by his whole life, or this opin- 
ion in New Y ork, which is a raw and recent manufacture of a 
few presses whose editors were in love with his wife, and who 
rioted in his house from morning till night, and from night 
till morning, in his absence 1 But a few years ago, and this 
man was the idol of the very people who are now pursuing 
him with the malice of a himdred devils. What has produc- 
ed this change ? The public, out of New York, will be likely 
to press some candid inquiries in this direction. 

Until Mr. Forrest had the quarrel with Macready, no lisp 
of this abuse of him was ever neard. But an English sym- 
pathy for Macready was largely represented in that carousing, 
Kissing and most equivocal class, which composes the second 
strata of what is called the upper-ten-dom of New York ; and 
this class again had one or two representatives in the press, 
whose salvation depended on the ruin of the ^eat American 
actor, when the real causes of his leaving his wife became 
known. And this is the origin of that abuse and prejudice 
which has resulted in a verdict that could never have been ob- 
tained in any court of justice out of New York, or away from 
the immediate influence of these " enemies in self-defence." 

Mr. Forrest, according to the witnesses, even of his ene- 
mies, is a man of simple habits, a straightforward, indepen- 
dent, frank kind of man, who bears an undisguised contempt 
for that particular class of pretendeTS in aristocracy which has 
arrayed itself against him in this trial ; and wnich, a long 
time ago, he designated with bis pen as " ihe self styled elite — 
ihe diMinguisJieanobod/ies?^ They wiU never K)rgive him for 
that. He is a man of wealth, and therefore his plain repub- 
lican habits are all the more unaccountable, and the more 
odious to this feasting, frolicking gentry. 

And this is the class which hates him in New York, and 
which has left no stone unturned to crush him. The ring- 
leaders of this opposition are the men who were in the habit ot 
eating, and smoking, apd drinking, and sleeping, or making 
the long nights uproarious with drunken laughter at his house, 
in his absence ; and who, when he was at home, were quite 
careful to keep away, in order, as they testify, to avoid contact 
with the ignorant and vulgar master of the house they dese- 



crated. And in the face of all this, it is not a little amnsing 
to reflect that in the whole bevjr of domestic and foreign lib- 
ertines who thns frequented Mr. Forrest's house, there were 
not two who could justly lay claim to a tithe of his genius or 
learning. Read his letters which were produced by the coun- 
sel for his wife in this trial, and then tell us which of all his 
calumniators can write any thing evincing half as much intel- 
ligence, refinement and good taste as they display. I will 
make space for a few passages from them. 

Thuksday Afternoon, July 29. 

I received, my dearest Kate, your note of Thursday evening, on Monday 
last, and its inclosure of the Courrier des Etats Unis, The attempt made by 
the insurgents was, doubtless, directed by the late king, and other royal robbers 
in Europe, who are now at work to bring the republic into contempt. I am 
now more convinced than ever that the safety of France required the death 
of the whole royal family. 

My Dearest Catharine : — ^I have just received your welcome letter of 
the 28th ult. I am rejoiced you have determined to go to Mr, Phalen^s, for I 
am sure you will be pleased, and no one will be there whom he will be more 
proud to greet than yourself. I only regret I shall not have the happiness to 
accompany you. Ishovld like right toell to be toith you, m spite of my dislike 
TO SET PARTIES. How woudrously devout you have become of late— to go 
to church twice in one day. Instead of laughing at you, I say amen to your 
sweet prayer. 

Tbemont House, Boston, Oct. 23, 1839. 

My Dearest Catharine : — ^I this morning received your welcome and 
affectionate letter of Tuesday. I am just returned from the performance of 
** Metamora," and, of course, feel very much fatiffued. I cannot, notwithstand- 
ing, resist the pleasure of communing with my beloved Catharine, by tracing 
a few lines to repeat how much, how very much, I love her, and to assure her 
how fondly I respond to all her endearing sentiments. " 

I am nght glad you went to hear Mr. Dewey preach. He is, undoubtedly, 
a man of very superior endowments, and I befieve him to be a pure and un- 
affected Christian. Such men do honor to their calling, and incline the hearts 
as well as the understanding of their hearers towards them. He is none the 
worse for quoting in the pulpit the Bard of all time. 

Letters like these speak for themselves. They show their 
author to be a man of highly cultivated taste, intelligence, re- 
finement of soul, and one wno most devotedly loved his wife. 
This, I am assured, is the character which Mr. Forrest has 
ever sustained among the candid and the just, who knew him 
well, and certainly not a particle of evidence has been intro- 
duced, in this trial, to show that he was otherwise. In com- 
})ari8on with the acknowledged libertines, fops, and man-mil- 
iners who made his home a porter house in his absence, he is 
proved, even by his enemies, to be a gentleman of fastidioufl 




refinement, honor, andof nnexceptionable kindness and diff- 
nity in his domestic habits. The letters from his wife, whicn 
were made public on this trial, show abundantly that she so 
estimated him ; that she knew him to be a man of a noble 
and generous nature, who commanded her respect and admi- 
ration even in the midst of that voluptuous reve^ which 
seems to be called fashionable life in New York. We speak 
now in the language which the dissolute toadies, and, as Mr. 
Forrest calls them, " distinguished nobodies" of a large city 
claim for themselves ; but we deny that such carousers repre- 
sent any respectable portion of the wealth and refinement of 
New York. They may call themselves " fashionable," if they 
please, and Beelzebub may so acknowledge them, if he pleases, 
but the responsible and moral portion of community will wipe 
their hands clean enough of any recognition of their claims. 

What father would take this trial and hand it to his daughter, 
and say : " There, my dear, read the habits kept up at Mr. For- 
rest's house in his absence, and behold the life wnich I would 
have you imitate when you become a wife." Nay, what fa- 
ther would not sooner slay his child, with his own hand, than 
allow her to grow up and behold her, at last, whirlins^ in such 
a vortex as that house was proved to be by Mrs. Forrest's own 
witnesses. I am a father, and while I write, a little child 
stands by my knee, and I call God to witness, that I would, 
a thousand times, rather commit her beauty and innocence to 
/the tomb now, than see her grow up to womanhood to lead 
the life which Mrs. Forrest nas led, in the absence of her 
husband, even by the showing of her own witnesses. 

And yet every father who applauds the result of this trial, 
in a degree, at least, endorses that kind of life in presence of 
his (fwn daughters. 

What husband, who loves his wife, and who would pre- 
serve her pure as he received her at the altar, dare praise the 
results of this trial in her presence ? 

What woman, who respects virtue herself, and who has a 
proper appreciation of the sanctity of a husband's home, will 
be founa rejoicing in a verdict of such entire and glorious 
acquittal ? 

Even though Mr. Forrest were proved a thousand times 
ffuilty of every charge against him, that would be no excuse 
for the long and open profanation of his home. And that 
spirit which applauds the entire acquittal of the party who 
has confessedly profaned a husband's home, (even when the 
most friendly construction is put upon her life,) is, to say 
the least, reckless and immoral^ and is an example fatal to 
the well-being of society. 



But when we reflect that the injured husband is, himself, 
condemned on the loosest inferential evidence, while seeking 
a redress of his wrongs, the human heart is outraged, and a 
court of justice is converted into a farce that may well alarm 
every virtuous member of society. 

If we examine the evidence on which the jury adjudges 
Mr. Forrest guilty of adultery, we shall find that it is not only 
merely inferential^ but it is precisely that kind of inferential 
evidence which is no evidence at all in law. To prove parties 
guilty of adultery, it may not be necessary to show that they 
were caught in the very act, but it is necessary to prove that 
they were seen under such circumstances as admit of no other 
possible or probable explanation. 

Now not a particle of any mich proof has been produced 
against Mr. Forrest, after two years of inquisitorial prying into 
the most secret nooks and comers of his whole life, if we except 
only the evidence of Mr. N. Doty ; and both O'Conor and the 
Judge virtually gave his testimony up as false, in every par- 
ticular. In fact, a bolder piece of perjury was never proved 
in a court of law, and it is to be hoped that Forrest will send 
him, for an example, to the State's JPrison. 

Doty swore that a few days previous to the fourth of July, 
1843, he went up the North Kiver in the same boat with Mr. 
Forrest and Miss Clifton, and that he knew that they occupied 
a state-room together. He swore that the boat was the Al- 
bany, commanckd by Capt. Marcy, and he remembered the 
date from the fact that he was on the way to spend the 4th of 
July, 1843, with his mother in Rochester. It was then proved 
by a dozen witnesses that the Albany, at that time, was a day 
boat, and had no state rooms in her, in which Mr. Forrest and 
Miss Clifton could spend the night together. 

After this. Doty refreshed his memory a little, and discov- 
ered that he had made a mistake in the year, and swore next 
time that it was just before July 4th, 1844, instead of '43, and 
brought his books into court to help his mind precisely, with 
regard to dates. 

Then Dr. Quackenbos was placed upon the stand, who 
testified that he was Miss Clifton's physician, and that from 
April to the 10th of September, 1844, Miss Clifton was con- 
fined to her room, and most of the time to her bed, with sick- 
ness ; and his books showed a daily entry of visits to her sick- 
room from the 26th of April to the 10th of September of this 
very year, when, on the last of June, Doty saw her occupy- 
ing a state-room with Mr. Forrest up the North River. It 
was also proved that Mr. Forrest, with his wife, was at this 
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time (when Doty saw hini sleepinff with Miss Olifton on the 
North river) away on a profession^ tour south, and that he did 
not return to New Tort until the ITth of July. Thus ended 
the testimony of Doty, and we may sav thus ended Doty^ for 
a large number of witnesses were called to the stand who 
swore that they knew him well, and would not believe him on 
oath. 

Another witness, William C. Foster, testified that he once 
stopped at the Eagle Hotel in Albany, where Mr. Forrest and 
Miss Clifton boarded while they were playing an engagement 
in that city, and that when he was leaving his room one morn- 
ing, between seven and eight o'clock, ne saw Mr. Forrest 
coming out of a room on the opposite side of the haU, when 
some person called him (Mr. Forrest) back, and he went back 
and stood in the hall talking with the party, while he (Foster) 
stood quite near them, locking his door, i&c. He also testifiea 
that, at the time, Mr. Forrest nad on nothing but his shirt and 
a cloak thrown about him, and that he heUeves the person with 
whom Mr. F. was talking was Miss Clifton, and does not know 
whether the room, in the door of which the person stood, was 
a bed-room or a sitting-room. 

Now, certainly no man will contend that there is any 
shadow of evidence of adultery in all that this man saw. But, 
on the contraiy, the confident and undisguised manner of Mr. 
Forrest gives the strongest proof that he was conscious of no 
wrong in his position. 

Let us have a picture of the parties : on one side of the 
hall stands Mr. Foster locking his aoor ; Mr. Forrest is coming 
from a door directly opposite, on the other side of the hall ; a 
person calls Mr. Forrest back, and he stands there confidently 
conversiug in the presence of Foster. Is there any thing in 
all this to justifjr even the suspicion of adultery, to say 
nothing about evidence f But it will be replied that the wit- 
ness says, Mr. Forrest had on nothing but his shirt and his 
cloak. Foster must have remarkable sharp eyes to be able to 
see a man's shirt through his cloak ; but even admitting it 
were so, it is no proof of adultery, because we can suppose 
half a dozen cases which would more rationally account for 
the peculiarity of his position. An intelligent and respecta- 
ble merchant of Philadelphia, sat beside us in court when this 
witness was on the stand, and after hearing the testimony, he 
remarked that if that could be considered as evidence of 
adultery, the charge might be sustained against himself with 

f)roofs altogether similar. He then stated that while travel- 
ing a few months ago with his wife and her sister, they stopped 
at a hotel which they wished to leave the next morning at 
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eight o'clock, and when he arose in the morning, fearing his 
sister might not be up in season for breakfast, before stopping 
to dress himself, he threw his cloak about him and stepped to 
her door, which was next to his own room, to call her up ; she 
was already up and partly dressed, and desired him to bring 
her a cape which was in Ins wife's trunk; so he had to appear 
again in the public hall in the adulterous garb of a shirt and 
a cloak. Now certainly this case presented to a spectator evi- 
dences of adultery equally as strong as the one witnessed by 
Foster ; and the rule in law is, that where any possible or proba- 
ble explanation can be given to any act of an accused parly 
that renders his guilt a matter of rational doubt, he is legally 
entitled to the benefit of that doubt. Let us analyze this evi- 
dence again. 

1. One of the parties called the other to the door to speak 
with him ; which is, itself, a strong evidence that they had 
not that moment parted from a whole night's interview. 

2. The parties stood conversing publicly together in a pub- 
lic hall, in the presence of a third person. 

3. The hour was between seven and eight o'clock in the 
morning ; an improbable time for lovers, who had spent the 
night together, to meet in a public hall and discuss matters in 
the face and eyes of strangers. 

4. It is not necessarily an unusual thing for a gentleman 
who has a lady in his care, to step to her door and call her 
in the morning, even before he has completed his toilet ; he 
may have promised to call her in season for breakfast, or so- 
cial or professional engagements may render it important 
that he snould know she is up by a certain time. 

5. It is no unusual thing for the lady, in such cases, who 
happens to be already up, to come to the door and call the 

fentleman back, to give nim some errand which she desires 
im to do. 

6. But it would be a most vm/asfmi and improbahle thing 
for parties who had spent an adulterous night together, to stana 
so boldly in the public haU of a hotel, at such an hour and 
under such circumstances. \ 

7. "We can suppose many cases which wiU a hundred fold / 
more rationally account for the position of these parties, than *i' > 
the suspicion of adultery ; and^ therefore^ no jury ccm^ on \ / 
such evidence^ jmd a hill aqainst the acctised^ without rcmk \ ; 
perjwry^ or ignorcmoe^ or a blinding prejudice^ that sinks the i \y^ 
judgment to the levd of idiocy. 

jRnt I am told that these jurymen now excuse themselves 
by saying, that although there was no actual proof of adul- 
tery against Mr. Forrest, yet they thought they had a right to 
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infer it from certain cvrcmnstcmces. Ab a jurv, under oath 
to decide according to law and evidence, they had a right to 
infer nothing, except what was a necessary and unavoidable 
conclusion ivoxxi facts proved. 

But, if this jury dared to assume the responsibility of 
throwing law and evidence aside, and of manufacturing a 
verdict out of their own inferences, where, in the name of 
God, were their brains and consciences, when they wholly ac- 
quitted Mrs. Forrest of all gtdlt ? When they had cut them- 
selves loose from law, and launched upon the wide sea of in- 
ference, how did it come to pass that they could infer noth- 
ing against her from the facts proved ? 

Three witnesses, Mr. and Mrs. Demming, and Mrs. Ger- 
main, whose testimony stands uncontradicted and unques- 
tioned, swore positively, that they saw Willis with his arm 
aroimd Mrs. Forrest's neck, at the hour of eleven or twelve 
at night, and that he shifted his arm from her Qieeh to her 
waiat^ and in this position they left the room together ; and 
it was also proved, by an inspection of the diagram of the 
library, that the orJ/y room into which they covldha/ve passed 
in the sight of these witnesses^ was the hea^oom. 

How does it happen, that this inferring jury could infer 
nothing from all this ? All the evidence which was produced 
against Mr. Forrest, in the whole trial, amounts not to a tithe 
for even inference to hang upon, compared with the positive 
testimony of these witnesses. What Foster saw at Albany, 
was only as a mole hill to a mountain, compared with it. 

But it is not probable that the aflEair at Albany made much 
impression on the minds of the jury, for it seem^ from the 
peculiar manner in which they asked instructions from the 
Court, and from facts which will appear hereafter, that the 
evidence about Mrs. Ingersoll's house, was the testimony from 
which they inferred the guilt of Mr. Forrest. Now, let us, 
in the first place, suppose this to be really a house of ill fame, 
and that Mr. Forrest did go there frequently ; could that be 
any greater evidence of guilt on his part, than it was of guilt 
(^ the part of his wife, that a dozen men of notorious ill 

I t(mie^ were seen going to and from her house, at all hours of 

I Ahe day and night, and many of them lodging there in her 

J / husband's absence ? 

1/ No lawyer who speaks honestly his mind will deny that 
the conviction of Mr. Forrest on this Ingersoll house testimo- 
ny, was condemning a man without v^ny proof of guilty and 
was against the just provisions of law. ^ch evidence is not 
even circimistantialj it is merely inferential / and if such a 
loose and low degree of testimony is competent to convict a 
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man of crime, then the honor, the liberty, the life of no mem- 
ber of society, is safe. You cannot convict a ma/n of adultery 
on merely inferential evidence^ and it will be generally con- 
ceded that the judge should have so charged the jury. It 
will undoubtedly be so ruled in the Court of Appeals. 

There was no competent evidence that Mrs. Inger- 
soll's boarding-house was a house of ill fame. She testifies 
that she kept a boarding-house ; that she rented her apart- 
ments by the day, the week, and the month, and that some- 
times parties did not remain a whole day. And all this may 
be said of a hundred boarding-houses in New York and Phil- 
adelphia, which are by no means places of ill fame ; in fact, 
all that was proved about Mrs. Ingersoll's house, may be said 
of nine out of ten of aU that description of boarding-houses 
which accommodate transient and day boarders. Mrs. Eus- 
sell testifies that she was a boarder in that house eighteen 
months, and that she " saw nothing to lead her to suspect 
there was anything wrong about it." 

Mr. Forrest engaged a room at this house, whether for 
himself, chiefly, or for some other gentleman, the testimony 
affords not a shadow of proof, except that when he engaged 
the* room, he mentioned the name of some gentleman who 
sent him there. Was the engagenaent of this room an act of 
adultery ? No. "Was any act of adultery in that room proved 
against Mr. Forrest ? No. "Was any act of Mr.. Forrest in 
that house shown, from which we can even infer an act of 
adultery ? No. Mrs. IngersoU swears that he was not ac- 
quainted with any lady in her house, and that he was never 
known to bring a lady there, or to be seen with one while t 
there, or to go away with one. Perhaps he drew one in at 
the window, and sent her out again through the top of the « 
chimney. For there is just as much proof that he did this, as 1 
there is that he committed adultery in that house. \y 

But, it will be asked, " What then did he want the room 
for ?" That, I respectfully submit is neither your business, 
nor mine ; only you have no right to infer that " it was to 
commit an adultery in," unless you can show the/ac^, or some 
circumstances which admit of no other reasonable explana- 
tion. And it was not contended, even by O'Conor, that 
there were any such circumstances. And all the testimony 
on the subject goes directly to show that no woman was 
connected with Mr. Forrest's objects in that house, so far as 
his own visits there were concerned, at least. A man 
may want a room, occasionally, where no human being may 
intrude upon his hours, without justly subjecting himself 
to the charge of committing adultery iu it. If he were to 
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rent forty rooms, under precisely similar circumstances, it 
would be no shadow of evidence in law, that an adultery 
was committed. To find a man guilty of adultery on such 
eyidence, is a recUess and lawless sacrifice of his honor 
and his rights, and calls loudly for the common alarm and in- 
I dignation of the people. If an American citizen may not 
/ oome before a jury of his country, and demand to be judged by 
I Ahe Imo and the evidenoey without eroosinff himself to be sac- 
/ / rificed to the Moloch of prejudice, then all our loud boasting 
Vx about the sanctity of law, and the glory of American institu- 
tions is only like a deyil's mockery, or the antics of a fool. 
Wo to you all when ^?er; wry or prpvmce in the jury^ox is ap- 
plauded by the press and the populace ! Better that a hundred 
of the most beautiful and fascinating women in the country, 
were given up to justice, than that one such example should 
go unrebuked. 

I have now reviewed every point of testimony in which it 
can be claimed that there is a shadow of proof against Mr. 
Forrest, and I am confident that every candid and intelligent 
man will agree with me that the verdict rendered against him 
was unwarranted by the evidence, was a violation of law, and 
a sacrifice of his rights. I have fashioned my remarks with 
a view of appealing to the feelings of honor, and the stem 
sense of justice which I believe reside in the breasts of the 
People, and which I hold to be the most incorruptible safe- 
guards to the purity of our judicial institutions. The question 
^f just verdicts, accordinff to law and evidence, is one that 
/preeminently belongs to me whole people — who are, after all, 
I /the real judges of all judges and jurors. Their judgment is 
/ one from which there is no appeal, except to God, who is 
/ above all. Mr. Forrest's case is now at the bar of the people, 
y Bud a few weeks will show their verdict^ entered not upon the 
/ docket of the court room, amid the jangle of lawyers and the 
/ dubitant judges, but rather in the thoughts of the people — ^in 
/ Ahe " second sober thought of the people, which is hardly 
J /ever wrong." 

^ I come now to offer a few remarks on the evidence against 

Mrs. Forrest. I shall, in the first place, without reference to 
my own opinions, review the evidence as it strikes the mass 
of intelligent people with whom I have conversed. On this 
point I shall be as brief as possible, for the task is an un- 
pleasant one. The general impression is, that whether we 
think her innocent or ffuilty of actual crvme^ there is no doubt 
to be entertained that ner fiashion of life was a dangerous one, 
— one that, if allowed by general custom, would inevitably 
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prove the ruin of thousands of families. The woman who 
comes out pure from the whirling vortex of such frivolity and 
intemperance, is certainly a miraele; but then none the less 
to be censured for setting an example so fatal to the virtue 
and morals of society. There can be no manner of doubt iii 
the mind of any one, that when Mr. Forrest was absent from 
home, his house was kept up in a fashion of almost riotous 
indulgence and frolic, when compared with the regular and 
orderly hours observed by him. If it is said that such is tho 
custom of fashionable society, it is denied, and solemnly 
averred, that, in no respectable rank of society, is it cus- 
tomary for a wife, in the absence of her husband, to receive 
si^h men, and entertain them in sicch a mcmner. It is an 
insult and a scandal to say otherwise. Indimd/mla^ alas, in 
in all ranks, do such things, and they inevitably lose the 
good opinion of the prudent and virtuous by it. Such habits, 
if not absolutely incompatible with virtue, are, to say the 
least, utterly incompatible with modesty and a proper appre- 
ciation of what is due to an absent husband. ISo man of 
honor would ever, in such manner, frequent a gentleman's 
house in his absence. No wife can so receive men, and pre- 
serve her character in the eye of discreet and responsible 
people. 

That men of infamous repute were received and entertain- 
ed, day and night, by Mrs. Forrest, in the absence of her hus- 
band, there is no dispute. That these parties sometimes spent 
the whole ni^ht in eating, and drinking, and smoking, ^d 
flirting, and joking about such things as " tin petticoats," there 
is no doubt. It is also conceded mat some of these men were 
strangers to Mr. Forrest, and others were introduced to him 
only by his wife. Now that, alone, when known by him, would 
break the peace of any man of honor. That alone would give 
any man just grounds to suspect his wife. But all these racts 
were kept for years from the knowledge of Mr. Forrest. 

This much, then, of the character of Mrs. Forrest's house, 
and of the manner of her life, is agreed upon by all parties. 
But we now come to some positive testimony which has been 
a matter of dispute. All very natural that it should be so, for 
the only possible way to defend Mrs. Forrest is to say that all 
the witnesses swore falsely. Ann Dempsey, who swears that 
she caught Capt. Howard in bed with Mrs. Forrest, received, 
from the hands of Mr. O 'Conor, a terrible scoring on the 
ground of sustaining an immoral character ; and it must be / 
confessed that her character is had^ but not a whit worse than 
the character of the man who visited there and debauched 
the house in the absence of its master ; for this poor girl, 
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Dempsey, had a child by one of them, and all the rest (indnd- 
ing Mrs. Forrest and Mrs. Toorhiea) winked at it, and made 
a commoD canee of getting the girl off, changing her name, 
sending the baby clothes, paying its board, and finally trying 
to steal it from the arms of its nnree. All this, too, was cau- 
tiously kept from Mr. Forrest. The men who had debauched 
even the eervanta in his hoose, were received there still, and 
ate his bread, drank his wine, and enjoyed the friendship 
and smiles of his wife, while he was an " outsider," and a 
profound stranger to the secrets of bis own house. 

If Ann Dempsey's character renders her testimony incom- 
petent, what shall we say of Mrs. Forreit's witaesses, the old 
partners in the ruin of Ann, whose conduct entitles them to no 
better character than the poor Irish girl, who has only less 
money and fine linen than they. Does any one believe that 
before God the souls of these men are cleaner of guilt than 
hers ? Does any one believe that her oath is not just as reli- 
able as theirs, who are themselves parties accused in this 
trial? 

Then, what did the jury do with the testimony of Mrs. 
Underwood i There was no attempt made to impeach her 
character, and, in every essential particular, her testimony 
stood before them uncontradicted, at the time they rendered 
the verdict. She testified that N". F. Willis called on Mrs. 
Forrest just before she and Mr. Forrest went to England in 
1844 ; Mrs. Forrest left her packing and went down and stay- 
ed some time, and when she returned she looked fiushed and 
flurried, said she was afraid Forrest would be in, and went to 
the glass and arranged her hair ; that she talked a good deal 
about Willis while m England, said he had fine taste about 
ladies' dresses, that he once arranged her dress for the opera, 
and kissed her ahoulder, Mrs. Underwood also swore that 
one evening when she returned from prayer meeting, Mrs. 
Forrest met her in the hall and told hertnat Willis was in the 
house and she wished to get him out without his being seen ; 
this was about ten o'clock at night, and Mrs. Underwoodwatch- 
ed the kitchen door to see that nobody came to it, while Wil- 
lis came down and went opt. 

Bobert Garvin also swears that he once looked through 
the window, from the piazza, and distinctly saw Willis and 
Mrs. Forrest on the eom together in a very affectionate atti- 
tude, and that after Willis had gone, he went into the room 
and found Mrs. F.'s elastic and some hair-pins lying on the 
floor, which he showed to the cook, Anne O'Brien. 

Now, Garvin's testimony remains uncontradicted, and from 
the evidence before furnished by Mrs. Underwood of the pe- 
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cnliar intimacy of these parties, his story is not only tincon- 
tradicted, but it is rendered extremely probable. 

John Kent also swears that he once saw Willis coming out 
of Mrs. Forrest's bed-room, (at his own house) at eleven o'clock 
at night, and he distinctly heard him say, " Ghood night, dear." 
It is true, that an attempt was made to destroy this evidence 
by Mrs. "Willis and the nurse, but they so contradicted each 
other as to leave the testimony of Kent before the jury unim- 
paired. 

Then there was the testimony of Mr. and Mrs. Demming, 
and Mrs. Germain, all persons of unimpeachable veracity, of 
high respectability, who swore that they saw Willis with hi 
arm around Mrs. Forrest's waist, and saw them leave the room 
together in that condition ; and it was shown from a diagram 
of the house, that their exit in the sight of those witnesses, 
could have been only into the bed-room. 

Now, it is said, mat all this formidable chain of testimony 
was before the jury unimpeached ; and as all but two of the 
six witnesses, who swear to having seen an improper intimacy 
between Willis and Mrs. Forrest, were total strangers to each 
other, there is an insurmoimtable force to the proof which it 
afforded against her. It is also said that if the same amoimt 
and the same quality of evidence were produced against a 
poor, unfriended man, accused of murder, a jury would find 
Tiim guilty, and the same people who shout at the acquittal of 
Mrs. Forrest, would proclaim their loud approval of his con- 
demnation, and give five dollars for a ticket to see him hanged. 
The confession was wrung from Willis himself, when he was 
on the witness stand, that Mrs. Forrest did once get him out 
of the house in the secret manner described in the testimony 
' of Mrs. Underwood, and he tried to explain it by saying that 
the object was to avoid being introduced to gentlemen who 
were below. The testimony on this point is regarded as one 
; of the baldest and lamest instances of equivocation that was 
I y4ver practiced by a witness in a court of law. We give be- 
low an abridged portion of his testimony : 
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Q. — ^Was there ever an occasion when you visited Mrs. Forrest, when 
you were let out of the house somewhat secretly 1 

A. — Never, to my recollection; I do remember, now that you ask the 

question, I was there one eveninff, when a gentleman called — a friend of 

Mr. Forrest—whom I did not wish to see, and when the housekeeper came 

up to announce that there was a gentleman below, I have some recollection 

of her being desired to go down and close the door, so that he should not 

see me pass out 

* * * * 

Q.— Will you tell us who are those acquaintances of Mr. Forrest, whom 
you wished to avoid 1 
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A. — ^I do not remember thdr names. Q. — ^What was your objection to 
themt A. — Their very vulgar habits and conversation; I know that from 
having been asked into the libraiy on one occasion. 

Q. — Who was there! 

A. — ^Mr. Andrew Stevens was one ; I have seen him at Mr. Forrest^s when 
, Mrs. Forrest was present I should think he was not at all intimate with 
Mrs. Forrest; Mr. Lawson was another. 

* 4i * * 

Q. Was Mr. Lawson*s conversation very bad! A. — ^Very ; I did not say 
that Mr. Lawson was there on the occamon I allude to ; I speak of him as 
one of Mr. Forresfs associates ; I remained in the room during that conver- 
sation, out of courtesy to the gentleman who asked me in ; if I recollect right, 
Mrs. Bedford kept the door closed on the occasion alluded to, until I had gone 
out 

Q. — And that was to prevent your makmg his acquaintance ? A. — I 
fbared that if he saw me he would be introduced to me; I think that was 
Lawson. 

Q. — ^Is it your habit to avoid a man's friends by visiting his house ? A.— 
Yes, such a man as that. 

Q. —Did Mrs. Forrest come down stairs with you ? A. — ^I don't think any 
one came down with me ? Q. — ^If Mrs. Forrest did not come down stairs, 
who were you afraid could have introduced you? A. — ^I think now that Mrs. 
Forrest did come down. 

Q. — ^Then if she did come down, could she have introduced you whether 
you would wish it or not 1 A. — She might 

It is argued that by this witness' confession, Willis estab- 
lishes the fact of an improper intimacy between himself and 
Mrs. Forrest. It certamly folly confirms Mrs. Underwood's 
testimony, and her testimony confirms the testimony of Gar- 
vin, and the Demmingsand Mrs. Germain back the testimony 
of all with irresistable force. The question then returns, how 
could the jury, with all these oxerwhelming circumstances in- 
contestably proved, irifer nothing against Mrs. Forrest, when 
they found no difficulty in inferring every* thing against Mr. 
Forrest from mere svspicions^ %msusiamed hy a single parti- 
cle of proof ! 
\ The testimony of Robert Garvin about Mrs. Forrest and 

Capt. Calcraft remains entirely uncontradicted, except by the 
declaration of Calcraft himself, who was a party in the sup- 

Ssed guilt ; and this story of Gai*vin is fully confirmed by 
rs. Underwood, whose character not even O'Conor at- 
tempted to impeach. The following is a portion of Garvin's 
testimony : 

Several times he (Capt. Calcraft) came there, and went into the library to 
Mrs. Forrest; Mr. Forrest was not at home at those times; he was away on 
professional business; when I went into the room they were sitting to- 
gether. 

Q. — ^Was anything taken into the room by you % 

A. — ^Yea, some wMsky (laughter) and wines; I remember Capt Calcraft 
dming there on one occasion; he came in the morning, about 12 o'clock; he 
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went to the library; Mr. Forrest was not at home; he saw Mrs. Forrest, and 
remained there the day ; I waited on table ; Capt Calcraft dined there that 
day mth Mrs. Forrest, and, I think, her sister, Virginia; there was drink for 
dinner; Mrs. Forrest and Mr. Calcraft took wine; she generally drank wine 
at dinner. 

Q. — ^EHd you notice any effects on her? 

A. — Yes, when they came down from the library to dinner, they both 
seemed the worse for drink; I considered Mrs. Forrest a nice carver, gene- 
rally, but there was a chicken before her, and she could scarcely carve it ; I 
asked Mrs. Forrest should I light ihe gas, or I rather was ^oing to light it, 
as I generally did for dinner, and she said I need not mind ; alter dinner I 
went to the kitchen; no one told me to go there; I returned to the dining- 
room afterwards to light the gas ; I did not go in. 

Q.— Why noti 

A. — ^The door was fastened ; when I went out of the room, I left Cap- 
tain Calcraft and Mrs. Forrest alone in the room; I returned immediately, in 
about five or ten minutes, from the kitchen ; I tried the handle of the door 
leading into the hall, and found it fast; I lighted the gas in the hall ; in tea 
minutes after I returned again, and entered the dining-room by the pantry or 
side closet door; I entered the pantry passage from the front hall, and then 
into the room; Mrs. Forrest and Captain Calcraft were there; Mrs. Forrest 
was sitting on Capt Calcraft*s knee, with one arm leaning on his shoulder* 
and the other across his breast, rather. 

Q. — ^What was the condition of her dress? 

A. — ^Nothing that I could pass any observation on ; I turned immediately; 
Mrs. Forrest reproved me, and said I should have knocked at the door when 
entering ; Captain Calcraft and Mrs. Forrest went up to :ne library some 
minutes after ; I went to bed, leaving them there. 

Now let US see how remarkably all this is confirmed by the 
testimony of Mrs. Underwood, whose christian character is 
abmidantly endorsed by Ex-mayor Harper, as a member of 
the church with him. 

Mr. Calcraft «ame almost every d^, and when he didn't come, he sent his 
servants with notes and presents to Mrs. Forrest— bouquets and segars. 

Chief Justice.— What? 

Witness. — Segars — ^ladies' segars. 

To Mr. Van Suren. — ^Mrs. Forrest smokes a little ; they were small, 
white segars, tied with blue silk ; Mrs. Forrest has written to Mr. Calcraft ; 
I took notes on two occasions from her to his house. No. 9 Warren street ; 
I did not see him on those occasions ; Mr. Forrest did not know of my taking 
those notes from Mrs. Forrest to Captain Cakraft. 

One night I was at church ; I came in at the basement door, and went up 
to my room for an umbrella to lend a friend who was with me ; Mrs. Forrei^ 
called out from her bedroom door, " Who's there ?" and I said, " Oh, it's only 
me ;" the library door was locked, and Robert told me tliat Captain Calcraft 
was there ; there were four servants present at the lime he told me. 

It appeared during this trial that Mrs. Forrest's bed-room 
opened out of the library^ the door of which Mrs. Underwood 
swears was locked at this time. Now if a iury had made up 
its mind to render a verdict on infereneCj wnile under oath to 
be governed onhr by law and evidence^ how does it happen 
that it could infer nothing from Buch/acts as these ! 

2 
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Then the testimony of Mre. Underwood about the visits of 
Bichard Willis to Mrs. Forrest's honse, furnish appalling evi- 
dence of guilt on the part of some female in the nouse. She 
swears that the servants once told her that Bichard Willis had 
been secreted in the house for several days and ni^ts, and 
that he had taken his meals, most of the time, in Mrs. Forrest's 
bed-room. The following is a portion of the testimony : 

I went down to the kitchen; I didn't know Mr. Willis was in the house, 
only from what the servants told me ; next morning I saw Mrs. Forrest ; she 
was writing, and I asked her who was the man that was locked up in her bed- 
room for three days and three nights, and she said, "My God! who says so T" 
I said that all the servants said so ; ^e then told me to go down and tell the 
■ervants that Mr. N. P. Willis wished his brother to go home to New Haven, 
butttathe (the brother) desired to spend his Christmas in New York ; she 
also told me that Mr. N. P. Willis called the day before, and said that he was 
fflad Richard was gone ; Richard was in the next room at the time ; she said 
mat she was in the library with Mr. Willis at the time, and Richard Willis was 
in her bed-room ; Mrs. F'orrest told me that* Mr. Willis said his wife was very 
fond of music, but he did not like her to make a fool of herself about it, and 
that wtLB the reason he wished Richard to go to the country. 

Bichard Willis acknowledged that he slept several nights 

at Mrs. Forrest's, but denies that he was concealed there. He 

t^ks he slept there less than ten nig/Us^ and confessed that 

e had no acquaintance with Mr. jporrest^ and did not go 

there when he was at home. 

It is true, that Mrs. Underwood swears that she does not 
believe Bichard Willis came to the house chiefly to see Mrs. 
Forrest, but to visit her sister, Miss Margaret Sinclair, who 
has since taken the name of Mrs. Yoorhies. Sut it has been 
replied that if Mrs. Forrest's principles are such as to allow 
her husband's house to be so used for her sister, she would 
do the same for herself, and is not to be held guiltless of out- 
raging a husband's rights. 

A vast amount of testimony like the above was produced 
in this trial, which I have no time to remark upon. My ob- 
ject has been simply to present a few of those points which 
are talked ovtr by the more shrewd and candid portion of 
community, who are impressed by the injustice done Mr. For- 
rest, and the dangerous example of sucb a verdict. It is con- 
ceded that the only possible way by which a jury could so 
triumphantly acquit Mrs. Forrest, was by making a wholesale 
sweep of aU the tesimum/ against her. But how could they 
do that ? Was not that assuming a power which the laws 
have wisely withheld from jurors, and which, if allowed, 
might prove fatal to the rights of any citizen ! The character 
of Mr. and Mr&. Demming, Mrs« Germain, Mrs. Underwood,- 
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and (for aught that appears to the' contrary) of Robert Garvin, 
is as good as the moral character of the best man on the jury, 
and ten thousand fold better than the character of the men who 
were brought forward to swear to Mrs. Forrest's innocence, 
while they, themselves, were parties accused in the trial. 
The case stands thus : 

1. Five or six respectable witnesses positively swear that 
they saw Willis and Mrs. Forrest in positions of improper and 
indecent familiarity. 

2. This testimony stood uncontradicted before the jury, 
except by the assertion of some of the men who are accused 
of adultery with her, and who are of inf amous notoriety in the 
community. ". ' ^ ** * if^. 

3. Can a jury reject the testimony of ^e resectable wiir 
nesses^ and receive the word of one prof esszonal Ubertine^ who 
merely denies his own guilt, and whose denial stands contra- 
dicted by the united oams of half a dozen honest and disinter- 
ested people ? K it can, then an American citizen may as 
well appeal to Japan for a protection of his rights, as to go be- 
fore a iury of his country. 

4. ^Ve^e the manners which are proved to have been kept 
up at Mrs. Forrest's house, in the absence of her husband^ 
and was the character of the men who visited her, such as to 
render the idea of such improper intimacy improbable ? No; 
but on the contrary they were precisely such as to render the 
idea not only probable^ but a necessary conclusion. Such a 
conclusion as any husband would come to, and as a just pub- 
lic opinion inevitably will arrive at in its calm and sober , 
thought. \ [ 

6. Such licentious conduct on the part of Mrs. Forrest, as \ \ 
sworn to by these witnesses, is perfectly consistent with her i \ 
peculiar opinions on the subject of the marriage relations, so « \ 
graphically set forth in her famous Fourieristic letter to Mr. • \ 
Lawson, in which she declares that a wife " should not blame 
a hmbomd for inchdging his foAfides*^^ and the whole letter . /^ \ 
shows that her philosophy regards %nfidelity on the part of ' ■ \ 
either husband or wife as a trifling matter — as almost a thing / 
of course — ^which wise people will not be at all shocked at. / 

6. Theffh the guilt of Mrs. Forrest^ or her indecent /ami- I \ 
lia/rity with men^ is not only rendered probdble by her shamie- j 
lessly licentioics opinions^ by her manners of Ufe^ by the licenr I 
tious cha/roAst^ of the m&ii she received and lodged in her \ 
husba/nd^s absence^ but rr is swoen to PosrrrvELY, by a number | 
of UNiMPEAOHBD and unimpeaohablb wttnesses I \ 

Now the jury which could throw such evidence as this 
aside, and then proceed to condemn the nmoh abused husband, 
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without a single shadow of proof i^ainst him, has certainly 
distinguished itself in a manner which will become more and 
more apparent as the public has time to reflect upon the fatal 
exampfc of such a verdict. By this act, not only law and evi- 
dence are despised, and a citizen unjustly sacrificed, but licen- 
tiousness is endorsed by the records of a court of justice, and 
twelve men, under oath in the jury-box, proclaim that a wife 
may, in the absence of her husband, receive to his beds and 
f board the most notorious libertines of a large city, be locked 
up with them day and night, serve their meaL in her own bed- 
room, and allow them to Kiss, caress and hug her, without in- 
curring the suspicion of guilt. 

ArS the learned counsel for Mrs. Forrest, after admitting 
the fact of those bacchanalian revels, which he confesses were 
kept up till broad daylight, while her husband was away, calls 
them "refined and genteel society," and lauds them as models 
for a wife to imitate ; and when he appears in Broadway,* the 
tape-and-bobbindom of the town applaud him, and rush him 
through the rain and mud, without a hat, for the peculiar 
beauty and morals of his speech. God help us, when the fops, 
and fools, and professional libertines of a great city find an 
endorser in a court of justice for their " refined and genteel 
society." 

The learned counsel also sneers at two or three of Mr. 
Forrest's witnesses, because they are servants, and calls them, 
contemptuously, " kitchen witnesses." But, while it is an easy 
thing for a learned counsel to sneer at the poor, it must be a 
humiliating reflection to his pride, that the oath of a servant, 
who is unimpeached, is just as good in an American court of 
justice as his own. Though an American citizen be as poor 
as Lazarus, if he is honestj he stands at the bar of his country 
a peer with the richest man in the nation. And it should have 
struck Mr. O'Conor that " kitchen testimony" is, to say the 
least, as good as hrotJid testimorvy. For it is a remarkable fact, 
that every witness whose testimony went directly to acquit 
Mrs. Forrest of all guilt, was an acknowledged libertine, and 
the only witness on whose testimony the jury found Mr. For- 
rest guilty is, according to their showing, a courtezan, who 
kieps a house of ill fame. And if the jury was justified in 
" rowing out the testimony of Anna Dempsey, on the ground 
' her having maintained, several years ago, a bad name for 
astity, how is it that they retainea the testimony of Mrs. In- 
rsoll, who, according to Mr. O'Conor's views, is now the 
eeper of a house of ifl fame. This is certainly the most re- 
markable piece of judicial logic that has ever come under my 
notice. They could reject the testimony of Anna Dempsey, 



/ 



21 

because she had allowed herself to be debauched in Mrs. For- 
rest's house, by one of the worthy members of that " refined 
and genteel society," although it was shown that she is now 
married to a respectable merchant, and no fault was proved 
against her married life. But they would retain the testimony 
ot a woman, on the other side, who was brought before them 
as the present keeper of a brothel. Most wise, excellent and 
impartial jury ! They could condemn a citizen on a yague 
inference^ loosely drawn from the testimony of the keeper oiF 
a brothel. The following remarks of the Sunday Atlas are 
just and appropriate : 

" Mr. Forrest was indebted for an adverse verdict to the testimony of 

Caroline Ingersoll, who, it was alledged, was the keeper of a harem. Al- 

/' though it was not proved that Mrs. IngersolFs house was a place of infamous 

/ resort, Mr. Forrest was convicted — that is, properly, though not technically 

I — of adultery, because it was proved he had often visited it. The same 

kind of testimony would convict fifty thousand men in this city ; and for 

^ aught we know, might convict some of the gentlemen of the jury." 

The learned counsel did not contend that there was a par- 
ticle of evidence that Mr. Forrest had ever been, for 07ie mo- 
ment^ in the company of any woman in that house ; but h© 
inferred that no man would go repeatedly to such places with- 
out " getting some satisfaction.^^ It is an inference that rolls 
back with damning effect upon his own client ; for it will then 
be asked, if it is even to be imagined that half a dozen of the 
most notorious libertines that were ever known in this country, 
would have spent days and nights in her house, from week to 
week, month to month, and year to year, without " getting 
some satisfaction ?" Where the carcases are, the eagles wiU 
be gathered together. 

I have now given a pretty full description of the com- 
ments which have been made upon the verdict of this jury, 
and of the feelings and alarm which it has awakened in the 
more staid and moral portion of community. It is not pos- 
sible, with the space I have in these sheets, to give anything 
like a complete review of the testimony produced against 
Mrs. Forrest in this trial ; and if it were, many of the details 
are of a nature so offensive to morality that they should never 
be repeated out of the court-room. Many of the strongest 
moral proofs of her guilt I ave not touched upon at all, partly 
because my object has beeno present, chiefly, the legal aspect 
of the case, and partly because those proofs are of such a 
nature as to require more space than I have to spare. 

And, after a candid review of this whole case, no man of 
respectable judgment, who has not the strongest possible per<^ 
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Bonal or political enmity against Mr. Forrest, can fail to be 
convinced that he has been deeply wronged, and the ipajesty 
of law insulted, by this verdict. Indeed it is impossible for 
the public to understand how such a verdict could have been 
rienaered on the evidence, by jurymen who properly respected 
the oath of duty, or who entered upon their task without par- 
tiality or prejudice. It is now understood that one of the 
jurors has long been an enemy to Mr. Forrest ; and from facts 
which have come to light conceminig the spirit which several 
of them exhibited instantly on retiring to the jury-room, no 
doubt remains that there was a spirit of animosity and inde- 
cent prejudice against Mr. Forrest pervading their minds 
when they rendered the verdict. There were three men who 
for some time stood out against this spirit, but they finally 
yielded to the majority ; and there is good evidence that they 
now very much regret doing so. These facts come to us from 
the mouth of one of the three jurors above-named, and were 
written down instantly after the conversation, by a gentleman 
of the highest respectability, who has kindly submitted them 
to our notice. I publish them precisely as he recorded them 
from the juror's bps, with the exception of the 



names. 



DOINGS OF THE JURY. 

" On the first ballot, the jury stood nine to three against 
Forrest. The minority were * * * *, * * * *^ ^i^^ * * * *^ 

It was proposed to give Mrs. F. an absolute divorce, with 
$5,000 per annum alimony, and return immediately into 
Court. The minority were not satisfied with the testimony 
concerning Mrs. Ingersoll's house, and on motion of one of 
their number, they returned into Court to ask the Judge a 
question. There was no proof against F., except his visits 
to Mrs. Ingersoll's house. The Forney letter had a very bad 
effect, and in connection with it, the Mercer street business. 
Messrs. * * ^ *, * * * *^ j^^j * * * *^ gj.^ j^^-^ y^^j much 

dissatisfied with the result. 

Both the G — s, and Mr. ******** were very active in 
producing it." 

The reference which is made to the Forney letter and the 
Mercer street house, deserves a passing notice. Neither the 
letter, nor the Mercer street affair were, in any legal sense 
whatever, in evidence against Mr. Forrest before the jury, 
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and therefore, in making their verdict, thev had rightfully 
nothing to do with either. Mr. Forney, an old friend of Mr. 
Forrest, wrote to Roberts to pump Jamieson with regard to 
his intimacy with Mrs. Forrest. Mr, Forrest held a letter from 
Jamieson to his wife which left no doubt upon his mind that 
the parties were guilty, and Mr. Forney desired Eoberts to 
obtam a confession of the fact from Jamieson. It was only 
an acknowledgment of the truth that he wanted, and the 
plan which suggested itself to him was a natural one, and 
such a one as any man of honor might employ to aid a valued 
friend in ridding himself of a horrid wrong. It is a thing 
which any man has a right to do, and which any man woula 
do if he believed that the truth might be brought plainly to 
light by it. Mr. Forney has ever borne the highest reputation 
as a man of ability and honor, and there is not the slightest 
evidence that, in this instance, he intended to depart from 
the praiseworthy habits of his life. And again, this letter 
was not Mr. FoiTest's, and he never saw it before it was sent. 
What had the jury, tiien, to do with this business in making 
up their verdict ? The meddling with the Mercer street af- 
fair was, if possible, still more ridiculous and wrong. The 
facts were simply these : when Ann Flowers came from the 
South, she stopped at a boarding-house in Mercer street, 
which was provea to be a perfectly respectable and ordinary 
boarding-house. She addressed a note to Mrs. Forrest, desir- 
ing her to call and see Ber. Mrs. Forrest did not go, and her 
counsel tried to infer that the object of the invitation involved 
some conspiracy against Mrs. Forrest. But was there a 
particle of evidence to prove this ? No. Was there a parti- 
cle of evidence introduced to show that Mr. Forrest knew any 
thing about, or had anything to do with Mrs. Flowers' note of 
invitation ? No. And the jury who would pretend to let 
such a proofless circumstance weigh against a man in the 
rendition of a verdict, deserves the execration of every just 
person in the world. It is monstrous. And it leaves a strong 
impression on the mind of the public that the jury was either 
fooled itselt or it meant to fool justice, by allowing such 
things to influence its decisions. 

The idea that Mr. Forrest should predicate his claims to a 
divorce upon conspiracies plotted against the wife of his bosom, 
is not only without a fraction of evidence in the case, but 
it is contradicted by an overwhelming arrav of facts and con- 
siderations which cannot be denied. In the first T)lace, it is 
totally unlike the nature of the man. He is provei-bially of a 
frank, generous, open and brave nature. Such men do not plot 
conspiracies. They are not even to be suspected of such things, 
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unless positive proof of their guilt is produced. To talk of 
Mr. Forrest plotting conspiracy against his wife, is to talk of 
his conspiring against his own soul. Until he discovered the 
evidences of her guilt, she was his soul. His love for her 
amounted to adoration. He took her from poverty and com- 

1>arative obscurity, and surrounded her with all the style and 
uxury of wealth, and trusted her with a confidence and faith 
so peculiarly characteristic of his generous nature. His letters, 
which have been made public in this trial, show that she was 
the idol of his heart. Every one of these letters is replete 
with such affection, as is expressed in the following extract : 

" He (Mr. Machey) spoke of you in terms of unmitigated praise, and said 
you were every way worthy of my most devoted aflfection. Of course he 
made eonquest of my whole heart I do love to hear you praised, and value 
it most highly when, as in the present instance, it is the spontaneous offering 
of the candid and the good. 

** God bless you, my own dearest Catherine, and believe me wholly yours, 

Edwin." 

Such was the pure and deep affection with which this man 
loved his wife. It was not merely the warmth of passion that 
drew him so lovingly towards her, it was a profound moral 
admiration and respect ; mere passion may exliaust itself, but 
this moral admiration, erected in the higher and holier nature 
of man, can be destroyed only by prooS of the unworthiness 
of its object. It is abundantly proved in this trial that Mr. 
Forrest's love for his wife was unabated and his confidence un- 
shaken up to the time of the discovery of the Consuelo letter. 
That letter alone, with all the circumstances attending its his- 
tory and discovery, I hold to be a sufficient proof of guilt. No 
husband, who has not the soul of a dog, would hesitate a mo- 
ment before such evidence. Let us look at the case : Mr. For- 
rest swears (and his oath is confirmed by Mr. Smith, of Cin- 
cinnati,) that on entering his room at the hotel, rather suddenly 
one day, he discovered his wife standing between Mr. Jamie- 
son's knees. She sprung back quickly, and in answer to his 
question as to what it meant, she said Mr. Jamieson had been 
examining her phrenological developments. Her protestations 
of innocence quieted nis fears, until the discovery of the 
letter. 

THE CONSUELO LETTER. 

And now, sweetest Consuelo, our brief dream is over, and such a dream ! 
have we not known real bliss? have we not realized what poets love to set 
up as an ideal state, giving full license to their imagination, scarce believing in 
ite reality ? have we not experienced the truth that ecstasy is not a fiction ? I 
have, ana as I will not permit myself to doubt you, am certain you have. And 
oh ! what an additional delight to think — no, to know, that I have made some 
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hours happy to you. Yes, and that remembrance of it may ligliten the h:ea,yj 
time of many an hour to come. Yes, our little dream of great account is over ; 
reality stares us in the face. Let us peruse its features. Look with me, and 
read as I do, and you will find our dream is ^ not all a dream." Can reality 
take from us when she separates and exiles us from each other ? Can she 
diyide our souls, our spirits 1 Can slander's tongue, or rumor's trumpet sum- 
mon us to a parley with ourselves, where to doubt each other were to hold a 
counseU No! no! a doubt of thee, can no more find harbor in my brain, 
than the opened rose could cease to be the hum-bird's harbor. And as my 
heart and soul are in your possession, examine them and you will find no 
text from which to discourse doubt of me. But you have told me (and oh ! 
what music did your words create upon my grateful ear), that you would not 
doubt me. Wiui these considerations, dearest, our separation, though pain- 
ful, wUl not be unendurable ; and if a sombre hour should intrude itself upon 
you, banish it by knowing there is one who is whispering to himself, Consuelo. 
There is another potent reason why you should be happy — ^that is, having 
been the means of another's happiness, for I am happy, and with you to re- 
member, and the blissful anticipation of seeing you again, shall remain so. I 
wish I could tell you my happiness. I cannot No words have been yet in- 
vented that could convey an idea of the depth of that passion, composed of 
pride, admiration, awe, gratitude, veneration, and love, without being earthly, 
that I feel for you. 

Be happy, dearest; write to me and tell me you are happy. Think of the 
time when we shall meet again. Believe that I shall do the utmost to be 
worthy of your love ; and now, God bless you, a thousand times, my own, 
my heart's altar. 

I would say more, but must stow away my shreds and tinsel patches. Oh ! 
how hideous tiiey look after thinking of you. 

Adieu ! adieu ! and when thou art gone, 
My joy shall be made up alone 
Ot cajling back, with fancy's charm, 
Those halcyon hours when in my arm 
Clasped Consuelo ! 

Adieu! adieu! be thine each joy 
That earth can yield without alloy, 
« Shall be the earnest, constant prayer 

Of him who in his heart shall wear 
Sweet Consuelo. 

Adieu ! adieu ! when next we meet. 
Will not all sadness then retreat, 
And yield the conquered time to bliss. 
And seal the triumph with a kiss : 
Say, Consuelo 1 

Mrs. Forrest was compelled to acknowledge that Jamieson 
wrote this letter and gave it to her (two weeks before they 
were discovered in such close communion together at Cincin- 
nati,) while on the steamboat going to Pittsburg. With all 
the ingenuity, craft, and equivocation which Mrs. Forrest and 
her friends have employed to blunt the keen edge of this evi- 
dence of guilt, there it stands, as sharp as ever, and there it 
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will stand until all the parties are summoned to the tribunal 
of God. 

What could a husband do with such a letter as that in his 
hand, with his knowledge of the character of the man who 
wrote it, aAer what his own eyes had seen at Cincinnati, and 
knowing also that she had carried it for a long time closely 
guarded and concealed about her person. This man conspire 
against his wife I And for what ? Has he not already, in 
this letter, evidence enough to justify him in throwing her off, 
in the estimation of all men of honor ? "Would not every man 
of honor in the world hiss at him as a ^ovl of mud if he did 
not reject her? 

Then, in connection with this Jamieson letter, Mr. Forrest 
found a package of letters from Mrs. Forrest's sister, Mrs. 
Voorhies, whom he had banished from his house in conse- 
quence of his discovery of her unchaste conduct with Kay- 
mond. The following are some of the extracts from these let- 
ters, which have been made public : 

"Speyer has just been here, and Frank opportunely 
cleared out. He says I have behaved verv badly — devilish 
awkward to tell him how badly. * * * Well, least said soon- 
est mended. He is dying to see you, and was quite flattered 
at your writing out a paragraph about him. He has changed 
his mind, and is going to stay here some months. He says 
he wishes he had taken F. with him." 
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" I hope will come and see me. I should like to ask 

his opinion as a theologian and an honest man on my present 
mode of life. It would not be well to give him any ideas, and 
perhaps he could not help me ; yet, if I could shake off this 
feeling of guiltiness, it would be a great thing for me." 

" Wednesday, May 17th. — ^Damned bad marriages seem to 
be the order of the day in our family." 

" J/y Dea/r* Catten : — ^Here's the old story. Frank is dress- 
ing, and I in bed, and he is to bring me my breakfast. I am 
quite well, but the lower muscles are a little tired, and having 
nothing very particular to do— think of that — I rest, 

I am thmking, as you may suppose, of nothing but the 
fact that I shall see you again in twelve or thirteen days ; and 
by the way, in view of that fact, I think it is better that I 
should not call on any one ; there is a great deal of talk. The 
Ghelseaites are rampant, but still I think all will be quiet in a 
Uttle whUe." 
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These letters speaks trutli not to be mistaken. They show \ 
beyond all dispute that Mrs. Voorhies had been leading an \ 
unchaste life — (but that Mr. Forrest knew before, and he cast ! 
her from his house for it) — and they also show that Mrs. For- j 
rest was familiar with all the circumstances of her sister's 
manner of life, and endorsed them by her confidence and ad- 
vice. The letters passing between these sisters were rank with 
the slanff of the brothel. "When translated into the language 
of moral evidence, they tell the awful truth that the parties 
regarded the sanctity of marriage as a joke, and that tiie in- 
dulgence of the animal passions was a perpetual source of in- 
spiration, of merriment and wit. 

What a discovery was here ! It was proved that but yes- 
terday, this man loved his wife, nay worshipped her, as the / 
divinity of his hopes. But to-night, where is he ? Cast out, j 
in a single hour, from the paradise which his genius and in- 1 
dustry had created, and sent forth a ruined and broken-hearted \ 
man ! The following testimony of Mr. Lawson, furnishes an \ 
awful picture of his wretchedness : 
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"Mr. Forrest said, " She was the only woman he ever loved, or ever could 
love ;" a paraphrase of part of his own words : it was on the evening of 
the 30th November, when I had a very long conversation with him on the \ / 
subject of the separation, that he made use of it; this expression of love for | / 
Mrs. Forrest is a part of his words ; he said he had begun life a very poor 
boy ; that he had struggled hard to reach a pinnacle, ana when he attained it 
he was stricken down, and what a hard fate it was that our happiness should 
be at the mercy of one individual ; the conversation was on the subject of 
the separation, but not the cause ; I said it might be different if children had 
been living to him, and he thanked God he hiui no children living ; I praised 
Mrs. Forrest's physical and intellectual beauty to him, and he said she now 
looked ugly to hiin, for her face was black and hideous." 

Then, after this, came the appalling array of evidence that 
his house had been for years a common resort for some of the 
most notorious roices and libertines of New York ; that, from 
his wine-cellar to his bed-chamber, his home, in his absence, 
had rung with the ribald jest and the drunken laughter of the 
known representatives of foreign and domestic licentiousness. 

And a jurv has said, by the spirit and quality of its ver- 
dict, that a wife has a right to so use a husband's home in his 
absence — that she may receive and cherish whatever lacivious 
letters she pleases, letters that are hot with the evidences of 
guilt — and then defy the man she has ruined, and receive the 
plaudits of a court of justice for her crimes ! 

But the end of this business is not yet. Such a verdict 
cannot stand, and such an immoral and shameless opinion as 
has produced such a verdict will yet go down amid the gen- 




eral scorn and indignation of the people. It has already been 
received everywhere out of New York with surprise and 
horror. And many in New York, of the juster sort, have felt 
that every family was insulted by such a verdict. The fol- 
lowing timely poem, which appeared in the columns of one of 
our city pap^ers, expresses the sentiments of thousands : 

TO EDWIN FORREST. 

BY MRS. MARY COMSTOCX. 

Thon noble and unflinching one, 

Who stood the test so firm and trae; 
Doubt notf though clouds may hide the sun, 

The eye of truth shall pierce them through. 

Heed not the sneer and heartless mirth 
Of those whose black hearts cannot know 

The sterling honesty and worth 
Of him at whom they aim the blow. 

Thy peace is wrecked — thy heart is riven— 

By her so late thy joy and pride, 
And thou a homeless wanderer driven 

Upon the world's tumultuous tide. 




Yet doubt not, for amid the throng 

There's many a heart beats warm and Mgh 

For him who cannot brook a wrong : 
Whose noble soul disdains a lie. 

Then hail, Columbia's gifted son. 

Pride of our glorious Drama, hail ! 
Thou deeply wronged and injured one, 

Let not thy hope or courage fail. 

Though perjury seek thy name to blight, 

And venomed tongues with envy rail, 
The truth, in all its lustre bright, 

'Gainst heartless fops shall yet prevail. 

le Press of other cities, and of the country generally, has 
utterefd but one opinion, and that against the verdict render- 
ed. The following examples will serve to show the general 
sentiment of the Jrress on this subject : 

This long protracted issue between Mr. and Mrs. Forrest, has been ter- 
minated in New York, by a verdict against Mr. Forrest. He has been de- 
creed guilty of adultery, and Mrs. Forrest has a divorce with $3,000 per an- 
num aUmony. This verdict, when we consider the evidence, is an extraordi- 
nary one, yet we trust it will be final. The evidence is revolting, and proves, 
as lar as we are able to judge, that there was great wrong committed on both 
ndea. Xiet the judgment of the law, which separates &e parties, be conai- 



29 

dered the best for both. The trial has developed strange phases in social life, 
and leads us to thank God, that our lot is not cast under the influence of 
those phases of society, which are led by Lady Blessington, Madame de 
IfARGUERiTTES, and Other feminines, who believe in the Parisian school of 
domestic life. We would rather be Edwin Forrest divorced, than the next 
best friend of his wife, against whose misdoings the eyes of a jury have been 
strangely shut. Why this has been so, is the subject of more mature delibe- 
ration than we can give to-day. We look upon the verdict, however, as grant- 
ing immunity to a wife, to tnmsgress all social duties in the absence of her 
husband. This may be New York morals, but Philadelphia would indignant- 
ly repudiate it 

This suit has at length reached its termination. The verdict of the jury, 
as rendered on Monday last, is entirely in favor of Mrs. Forrest, fastening 
upon her husband the very offence of which he accused her, and forcing him 
to pay her $3,000 per annum, alimony. 

Of all the enormities ever perpetrated by leather-headed juries in this 
country, this is the most enormous. -After carefully reading the evidence as 
it has been faithfully reported in the New York papers, we cannot for the 
life of us see upon what this most unrighteous decision is founded. It de- 
chures that Mrs. Forrest is not guilty of adultery at all — whereas it was 
proven as clearly as that the sun shines, that she has had connection with 
one or two persons positively, and there is scarcely a doubt with several 
more beside. 

After patiently reviewing the whole matter, and with feelings unbiased 
bv either party, we cannot but look upon the verdict as unjust and unrighteous. 
If it were beyond appeal, we should settle down in the conviction that Mr. 
Forrest would be forced to abide by the decision — that is if he could not 
dispose of his property in such a manner that the eager prostitute would be 
powerless to grasp it. But, fortunately, in this instance, there is a ^ highet 
law,'' and Mr. Forrest's " constitution" is able to withstand many such shocks 
like those he has of late received yet He will> undoubtedly carry the case 
up to another tribunal, and we devoutly hope, spend his entire fortune, but 
he will get justice done him. Tq be baflied by such miserable tricksters, is 
s.ufficiently aggravating to him ; but to be obliged to pay half what he is 
worth to support the hornet which has stung him, must be truly maddening. 
But let him hope for better things. All is not lost yet. Far from it. Who 
can tell that some circumstance will not, after all, turn the scale in his favor, 
and the conduct of the base woman who has destroyed his peace of mind 
forever, receive the just punishment it deserves. As for the precious jury 
which rendered such a vile verdict, may each man be treated as Mr. Forrest 
has been. 

This trial was brought to a conclusion on Monday last, by a verdict which, 
we believe, was received by the public with the most unqualified surprise. 
When the testimony was finished, the only question seemed to be whether 
Mrs. Forest would be found guilty or not The wise body of men who had 
the case before them have, however taken a very different view of the matter, 
and not only entirely exonerated her from all guilt, but found that her husband 
was the only guilty party. This verdict, we do not hesitate to say, is grossly un- 
just, (as far, at least, as Mr. Forrest is involved ;) the jury, upon the most 
meagre proof, have rendered a decision which, we think, no intelligent man 
who has read the testimony, can fail to pronounce most unwarranted ; and we 
trust that the Court (before whom, we presume, it will be reviewed) will 
promptly set it aside. The enormous alimony allowed would seem to indi- 
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cate that the jary were Dot altogether actuated by a strict desire to render 
justice. 

We feel confident that this unjust verdict will not be responded to by the 
public, nor in the slightest degree affect Mr. Forrest in the elevated position 
he holds as a noble-hearted and much injured man. He has before and dur- 
ing the trial been assailed in the most malignant manner ; and it becomes 
matter for serious reflection whether juries may not fall into contempt, when 
we find them affected by the attacks of interested parties. It would furnish 
a fittiufi^ rebuke to the verdict of the jury, that some appropriate mode be 
adopted to express to Mr. Forrest sympathy for his misfortune, and admira- 
tion for him as a man and a citizen. 

We do not doubt that political feeling has had much to do with the con- 
duct of certain papers, and that if Mr. Forrest had been a Whig instead of 
an ardent member of the Democratic party, he would have met with a very 
different treatment Political persecution has often resulted to the advantage 
of the person attacked ; it may do so again. 

This is one of the funniest judicial records to be found in the whole his- 
tory of social jurisprudence. It was a case, we foolishly thought, wor- 
thy of patient and careful analysis. It involved a man's right to peace, 
comfort and happiness in his own home. It was a case that embodied 
the settlement of the important principle whether, when a man tem- 
porarily absents himself on business from his quiet hearth, his wife has 
a right to make it the meeting place of those whom he abhors, the scene of 
bacchanalian revels and indecent practices, and to waste his substance io ri- 
otous living with persons notorious for their lascivious habits and sponging 
propensities ; or whether it is her duty to preserve inviolate its purity and 
tranquillity, to hold herself aloof from contaminating associations, and render, 
in his absence, the spot he loves just what he would wish to find it were he 
there himself, instead of earning, industriously, at a distance, the means of 
sustaining both his wife and his home in luxurious independence. 

This was the principle involved in the Forrest case ; and truly it looks 
like one of grave importance to every family in the community. Until the 
verdict was given, there was little doubt in the popular mind in regard to this 
principle. It was frankly admitted that a man's earnings were his own ; that, 
if he acquired a fortune, he had a right to disburse it in his own way, and 
amongst those whose society he pre^rred ; that he was the distinct head of 
his own household; and that his wife, whom he had taken from poverty and 
obscurity, to place amid afiSuence and ton^ was bound to consult his wishes 
and not her own, in the choice of such company as in his absence should be 
gathered in his house, to drink his wines, eat his dinners, fiirt (or do worse) 
with his domestics, or even embrace the partner of his bosom, (in full view 
of his neighbors,) while afraid to encounter the presence of her husband. 

The jury, by their verdict, at once convicted Mr. Forrest of what had not 
been proved, (he also, had no relish for practical Fourierism, and preferred, 
like the vulgar, to have his own wife all to himself!) and acquitted Mrs. For- 
rest of what hcid been proved. Then they deliberately endorsed all the so- 
cial obliquities of Forrest-House as perfectly just, perfectly honorable, and 
perfectly fit for American imitation ! Nor did they stop here : they went 
still farther. They awarded Mrs. Forrest ^3,000 a year, as a bold, ar- 
dent champion of the new social system, and to enable her to maintain 
a suitable establishment, upon a suitable scale, with suitable male and fe- 
male acquaintances, to sustain, develop, and bring into general adoption, 
habits and practices so easy, so distingue, so elegantly French, and so luxu- 
rious! 
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• The following is copied from a New York paper, which, 
before the late trial, was considered a strong friend of Mrs. 
Forrest. 

The Forrest Case. — ^This protracted trial was brougfht to a conclusion 
)Tday, by a verdict in favor of the plaintiff, on all the issues, and award- 
to her $3,000 a year for alimony. A very large portion of the community 
ll regard tMs as an extraordinary result, not sustained by the evidence ; a 
large portion will look upon it as just what it should be, and, perhaps, the 
largest portion of the three will regard it with perfect indifference. The 
amount of alimony looks a little vindictive, or else as if the jury approved 
of the course of life, which, according to some of the witnesses, the plain- 
tiff seems to have led, and wished to give her the means of keeping it up. 
The friends of Mrs. Forest and those who hated her husband, will congratu- 
late her upon her good fortune and her three thousand a year, and will cling 
closer to her than ever. On the other hand, the friends of Mr. Forrest will 
regard him as a victim of perjury and of a strongly biased Court, and will 
regard him with more enthusiasm than ever. When he next appears in the 
theatre, his friends will secure him such a triumph as no actor ever received 
before. - 
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